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BJYM Sankalp

I believe in the eternal idea of Bharat. In the name of all the martyrs that have shed their
blood for Bharat Mata, I pledge to defend the civilizational values of Bharat and
territorial integrity & sovereignty of the Republic of India. I pledge to protect all
Indians from discrimination, exploitation and oppression from the powers that be. I
pledge to build a new India by 2047. I pledge to nurture the spirit of nationalism. I
pledge to fight against corruption. I pledge to ensure justice for all Indians. I pledge to
protect the environment. I pledge to build a Swachh Bharat & Swastha Bharat. I pledge
to build Atmannirbhar Bharat. I pledge to build a new India of prosperity, equality,
peace, and harmony.

I shall strive to work for Desh and Dharma.
Vande Matram!
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MESSAGE FROM SH. J.P. NADDA JI, PARTY PRESIDENT, BJP
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MESSAGE FROM SH. J.P. NADDA JI, PARTY PRESIDENT, BJP
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MESSAGE FROM SH. AMIT SHAH JI, HOME MINISTER
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MESSAGE FROM SH. B.L.SANTHOSH JI, GENERAL SECRETARY ,BJP
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Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha
National President, Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
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SEWA HI SANGATHAN

Sewa Hi Sangathan, Sangathan

Hi Sewa

he heart wrenching memories of

the second wave of COVID 19,

that hit every corner of the
country, have still not faded from the
people's mind. Neither have they
forgotten the collective efforts and
benevolence of the society in fighting the
pandemic during these tumultuous times.

In Bharatiya civilization, it is always
believed that whenever an evil is
overpowered, the good takes charge in
many forms to relieve mankind from
sufferings. Similarly, when the corona
virus was challenging human existence,
lakhs of courageous volunteers stepped
up to offerhelp for the sake of mankind.

The second wave appeared to have
crested in Maharashtra, Delhi and
Chhattisgarh, spread like wildfire in the
entire country within 7-10 days. On one
side infections were multiplying in lakhs,
the healthcare system saturated within a
week on the other side. A further
challenge during the peak of the second
wave was the sudden decrease in the
oxygen level of patients, and shortage of
requisite proper ventilation support. With
no sure shot medicinal treatment, the
shortage of prescribed medicines
worsened the situation in many parts of
the country.

Call for Action

In such difficult times when thousands of
citizens, and social groups were coming
forward to extend their Sewa, how was the
nation's largest youth political group not
supposed to do anything? Reckoning the
clarion call of BJP National President Shri
JP Nadda ji for the Sewa Hi Sangthan
Abhiyan, the BJYM National President
Shri Tejasvi Surya called on all the young
karyakartas to take the baton ahead and
leave no stone unturned to help the needy
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Number of oxygen Concentrators Arranged

Number of oxygen Cylinders Delivered

Number of people helped in getting Vaccinated

Number of Karyakartas engaged in the
Vaccination Campaign

Number of Cremations with the help of BJYM
Number of ‘Namo COVID Care Centres’ set up

Number of Beds in the ‘Namo COVID Care Centres’
Number of Face Masks Distributed
Number of Food Home Deliveries

7,421
66,373
14,50,534
36,344

23,544
301

4,755
36,84,436
20,06,661

Number of BJYM Ambulances

Number of Sanitizers Distributed
Number of Calls Received on State &

District Helpline numbers
Number of Ration Kits Deliverd

ones.

The cadre which is excellently trained and
acquainted for ground activities and
communication with the public faced a
new obstacle altogether. Real challenge
was carving out ways to help maximum
people and mitigate the possibilities of
spread at the same time. The situation
was very dynamic and demands were
changing rapidly. There was no time to
forecast and plan the requirements. The
movement was built and curated as per the
decentralised requirements at the
national, state, district, mandal and booth
levels.

The combination of on-ground
karyakartas, war-room karyakartas and
technology was paramount. There could
have been no single formula to reach out
and help the needy ones. It must be
admitted that social media, mainly twitter
and instagram played a crucial role in
raising as well as tracking the SOS
requests.

1,160
13,27,505
1,46,052

5,38,237

From Mask Distribution to Covid Care
Centres

Continuous vigilance and learnings by
BJYM karyakartas and leadership played
a crucial role. The regular review
meetings, consultations and replication of
best practices ensured seamless work.
There were groups of karyakartas
camping in outside collectorates,
hospitals and medical shops day and night
and another set of karyakartas on laptops
and mobile phones, tracking each tweet
and making more than 300-400 phone
calls every day. It is evident from the
twitter threads that everyone - celebrity or
commoner, rich or poor, known or
unknown, was being treated equally.

The movement which started with
distributing masks and food to the needy
ones was setting up covid care centres in
different parts of the country within 15
days. The great work done was inclusive

of, but not limited to the following



SEWA HI SANGATHAN

COVID-19 | Heiftid
fopait it Terar & fog

#BJYMCares
FIARAGE
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3Tt rfereiter

Power of Sangathan

One of the primary reasons for the
massive success of BJYM Cares was
swift and effective communication
amongst the volunteers. This is the magic
of the unique organisational structure of
the morcha and the party. No time was
wasted in streamlining the processes or
circulating a toolkit to the volunteers. The
discipline of the party and commitment to
respond to every request were enough to
make it a colossal sewa abhiyan.

In our experience, we have never
witnessed so many heroes emerging out of
a single movement at the same time and
every one was equally dedicated and not
less courageous than others. The power of
Sangathan was felt when an SOS to find a
hospital bed in Kerala was raised by a
Karyakarta in Chhattisgarh, thereon

forwarded by Karyakartas placed in Delhi
and a quick response was received from
the BJYM Kerala President that a bed for
the said request has been arranged. This
all exercise was completed in less than an
hour.

Success and Failures

We believe that when you extend your
services with honesty, there are no
parameters of success and failure. We
succeeded every time when a life was
saved, a unit of plasma was arranged,
oxygen was made available or even an
empty stomach was fed in such situations.
And we lost every time when we were not
able to help the needy ones.

e Asthe situation has subsided, it is time
to realise that when many people were
involved in blackmarketing and

making undue profits or fabricating
national news for political advantages,
there was not a single proven
allegation of irregularities or
fraudulent actions by BJYM
karyakartas across. We must proudly
thank the founders and leaders of the
sangathan for creating such a platform
for the nation. In these testing times,
we stood true to our slogan- “Party
with a difference”.

,ﬁiﬂ

BJYM

AUTHOR: - SUYASH PANDE

1



BJYM DOCTORS HELPLINE

#BJYMCares COVID-19 Doctor
Tele Consultation National Helpline

ith the country experiencing a

second wave of COVID-19,

it had once again come
together to battle the pandemic. The
Central Government, under the leadership
of Hon. PM Shri Narendra Modi Ji was
constantly coordinating with the State
Government in implementing a strong
response to COVID-19 at all fronts. In the
first wave, the Government increased
testing capacity, production of PPEs and
swabs, and availability of COVID-19
beds. At the same time, the Government
introduced various technological
solutions to assist citizens in managing
COVID-19. In the second wave, the
Government focused extensively on
ensuring a higher coverage of vaccination
and availability of oxygen, essential drugs
and availability of COVID-19 beds.

As a party, BJP, in the last 2 years,
throughout both the COVID-19 waves,
has worked relentlessly in serving citizens
and helping them come out of this crisis.
Our Karyakartas, across the country, have
been point of contacts for their
communities wherein they have served
the communities. Whether it was helping
citizens from getting access to doctors or
hospitals or supporting citizens with
provision of essential supplies such as
ration and basic medicines, our
Karyakartas have worked round the clock
in helping the communities and country.
Our Karyakartas even served food in the
isolation wards of many COVID-19
hospitals, procuring essential supplies for
citizens and helping citizens get
vaccinated. As the cases soared, there was
an increase in the total cases requiring
hospitalization. This significantly
pressurized the health system of the entire
country.

Given the fact that around 98% of
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COVID-19 patients did not require
hospitalization, it was critical that patients
were empowered with timely information
on managing COVID-19 through home
quarantine. This helped citizens in
managing their symptoms through home
quarantine thereby reducing the need for
hospitalization. To ensure the provision of
information on managing COVID-19
through a single telephone call, BIJYM
launched a multi-lingual COVID-19
doctor tele consultation national helpline.
The launch was done by the Hon.
President of BJP, Shri JP Nadda Ji.

The purpose of the helpline was to
connect citizens with doctors who would
provide information related to managing
COVID like early and mild symptoms of
COVID-19. In this helpline, citizens from
any part of the country can call the
national helpline to seek medical advice
from doctors for their symptoms. The
helpline catered to multiple languages to
ensure that it can assist citizens across the
country. During the call, the patient could
mention their symptoms and receive
advice from the doctor. Further, after the
call, the helpline sent caller information
about their respective state BJYM
Helplines. Citizens could then call the
state helplines and seek help from the
BJYM karyakartas based on the doctor's
recommendation. Our BJYM volunteers
then helped the patients in procuring
medicines, essential supplies, food etc.
So, in all, this was not just a one-way
helpline but a complete system for
assisting citizens across the country.

The helpline was developed and operated
in partnership with various technology
startups headed by young entreprencurs.
The entire helpline was developed in a
record-breaking time of less than a week.
This is a great example of how young
citizens can collaborate to serve the

country in such crisis.

The helpline turned out to be a huge
success. In terms of numbers, more than
1600 doctors were onboarded and around
46,000 minutes of doctors consultation
through 40,000+ calls was provided
through the helpline. The helpline
received testimonials across the country.
A couple of them are mentioned as below.

* Mr. Sri Krishnan expressed his
gratitude by saying, “Yes. Million
Thanks to Tejasvi Surya. One in my
team had all symptoms. We couldn't
get a doctor despite multiple attempts.
It was the BJYM's helpline that
helped. A doctor came online,
symptomatically confirmed and
started on medicines, advised test 4
records.”

* Ms. Sneha appreciates the honest
efforts by saying, “Thank you so much
for the helpine. After registering [ gota
prompt call from the doctor who
answered my question to satisfaction,
itis rare to find such promptness.”

The helpline was also widely promoted by
key society influencers. “If you have any
symptoms of corona, you need not worry,
sitting at home, you can dial at BJYM
doctor helpline and reap the benefits of its
service.” Said Sri Pema Khandu ji, the
Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh. “Do
you have COVID-19 symptoms? Do not
worry. Now you can get a doctor's
consultation, free of cost, at home. You
can call on BJYM's doctor helpline
number.”, said Smt Khushbu Sundar,
Actress.

The BJP and BJYM, again through this
innovative initiative, showed its relentless
commitment to serving the country in
perhaps the most difficult time and
displayed its ideology of always keeping

the nation first.



REDEFINING INDIA

Redefining India

An open civilisation rejecting old monolithic constructs
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CTOBER 7TH MARKS THE

DAY Prime Minister Narendra

Modi completed 20 years as the
head of a government. It includes his
transformative 13 years as the chief
minister of Gujarat and seven illustrative
years as the incumbent prime minister.
These two decades have seen the
transformation of India as a nation and as
a civilisation. Modi is both a symbol of
and the driving force behind the
emergence of New India, which is more
rooted and confident in its civilisational
antiquity and futuristic in its vision.

The Republic of India emerged from a
turbulent period of repeated waves of
invasion, settler colonialism and
imperialism. The indigenous resurgence
started before the British period during the

Maratha century when the rule of foreign
dynasties was rolled back on large parts of

the Indian subcontinent. The British
conquest of India violently disrupted this
resurgence. It is often discounted how
brutal British rule was and how violently
they conquered and subjugated India.
Two centuries of British rule in India were
two centuries of hunger and famine and
two centuries of armed uprisings by the
masses every decade. Following the
sacrifices made by countless
revolutionaries and freedom fighters, the
spectre of the Indian National Army and
the naval uprising of 1946, the British rule
finally ended. But then imperialism is not
just about the physical subjugation of a
country. It is also about cultural, social,
institutional and knowledge aspects of the

society and the polity.

British rule formally ended in 1947, but
the Raj continued to linger and even
thrived among the remnants of the
colonial elite and order. The old agrarian
relations instituted under British rule
survived the uneven tenancy reforms.
Flawed economic policies ensured that
India failed to industrialise and urbanise,
stifling the key driver of economic and
social change. The political alliance of the
English-speaking urban elites and feudal
elements in the countryside blunted the
promise of the Constitution and
democracy for the majority. Life went on
listless for the vast majority of the people
as before, full of deprivation, poverty and
lack of socioeconomic mobility.

The core task of the postcolonial Indian
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REDEFINING INDIA

state should have been the rejuvenation of
the Indian nation and the renaissance of
Indian civilisation. And the key to this
task was the rapid socioeconomic
transformation on the back of
industrialisation and modernisation. The
economic uplift of the masses and social
emancipation after centuries of foreign
dominance was the historical task of the
state. But instead, we deluded ourselves
into chasing alien constructs of the
secular-socialist paradigm. The state and
government became a vehicle for
perpetuating the old elite rule and
patronage to the cultural commissars
tasked with whitewashing history and
creating an alternate reality to “re-
engineer” society into their imagined
ideal state. The result was decades of
economic stagnation, social unrest and a
worsening strategic and security
environment.

The democratic upsurge in the anti-
Emergency movement and later
economic reforms provided a respite from
a seemingly endless dystopia presided
over by Congress the hegemon.

Economic reforms proved to be a pivotal
moment in India’s history. It put Indiaon a
new trajectory of growth to which the
National Democratic Alliance
Government gave a further fillip under the
prime ministership of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. It disturbed the diurnal
certainties of life and caused a churning,
continuing from which a New India is
finally emerging. Millions of people,
especially the marginalised communities,
fled the villages with their social and
political bondages to the burgeoning
urban centres in one of the greatest
migrations in human history. It was both
an act of desperation and an act of
liberation. A new class of people emerged
from smaller cities and towns that were
neither part of the old landed agrarian elite
nor the bureaucratic and political
patronage system of what is derisively
called Lutyens’ Delhi. It was this class
that distrusted the old elite and yearned for
change in the political guard. These
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middle and neomiddle classes became
part of the democratic uprising that in
2014 swept aside the old political
certainties and cold arithmetic of
opportunistic caste and communal
calculation. Narendra Modi had won the
largest democratic mandate in human
history. A feat he would repeatin 2019.

So, what does the rise of Narendra Modi
symbolise?

Economic transformation, democratic
deepening, social assertion, rejuvenation
of the Indian nation and renaissance of the
Indian civilisation. He is both a product of
the churn and an architect of New India.
He has been a relentless moderniser in his
entire tenure, first as chief minister and
then prime minister. He has emphasised
economic growth by embracing the
markets and consigned the old samajwadi
obsession to the dustbin of history, where
it rightly belongs. By championing
entrepreneurship, reinstating profit as a
legitimate goal, and celebrating
businesses and industry, he has caused a
shift in the political culture of India in
favour of economic growth and
prosperity.

The debate has shifted from removing
poverty to creating prosperity. The
opposition may mock his plank of vikas
but is forced to talk about development
and claim that it can deliver better than
Modi. Modi has embarked on an arduous
path of accelerating the modernisation of
the Indian economy, the Indian state and
Indian institutions. Over the last year, he
has enacted the biggest set of economic
reforms ever, touching every sector of the
economy from agriculture to
manufacturing to labour laws to tax laws.
And unlike the 1991 reforms under
duress,
conviction. His push for digital India,
universal access to digital public goods
and digital sovereignty is guided by a
vision of the future. He has pushed the
unified legal and administrative
structures, such as the Goods and Services
Tax, ”One Nation, One Ration Card”,

these reforms are born of

etcetera, which seek to strengthen the
Indian state and modernise its apparatus
for the 21st century by empowering the
people.

Modi has laid great emphasis on
infrastructure development. Road and
highway construction are at an all-time
high; the railways are getting modernised;
Bullet Trains are being introduced and
reaching hitherto untouched corners,
especially in the frontier regions.
Waterways are being revived, and air
connectivity is expanding like never
before. Why is all this important? We
often forget that infrastructure is one of
the key factors that have driven
nationalism and civilisational
consciousness. When the Sui dynasty
built the Grand Canal, north and south
China were brought into closer cultural
and social embrace. The Roman roads
were transmitters of the Roman
civilisation and Roman identity in the
farflung areas of the empire. Railways and
highways in the modern period reduced
distance, spurred migration and enabled
economic integration, thus playing an
important role in the rise of the modern
nation. The rapid expansion of
infrastructure is leading to the rise of an
even stronger common Indian identity
where the difference between local and
national is getting blurred with each
kilometre added to the expressway or new
tracks laid in the Northeast. Modi is
redefining what it means to be an Indian
simply by enabling more and more
Indians to fly for the first time through
policies such as the Udan Yojana.

VS Naipaul rightly called India a
“wounded civilization”. Repeated
invasions and colonisation by various
Central Asian tribes dislocated society
and brought wanton destruction upon the
sacred sites. Such has been the scale of
destruction that hardly any temple
structure older than 200 years can be
in north India. Even after
Independence, these historical wrongs
were not corrected, barring in exceptional
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cases such as the Somnath temple in
Gujarat. Nor was any serious attempt
made to repair and reconstruct the sacred
sites to restore them to their former glory.
Everywhere one went, there were temples
in ruins or occupied by alien structures.
Most of the temples and sacred sites that
were operational were in a dilapidated
state. Prime Minister Modi is the first
ruler after Shrimant Ahilyabai Holkar to
build, repair and renovate temples on such
a large scale. Several famous temples in
Ayodhya, including ghats of Saryu, were
rebuilt by the sage queen. And today, after
500 years, the Ram Temple is reborn.
Kedarnath and Kashi Vishwanath are
being renovated for the new era. Where
mocking and targeting temples was once
common, the ascendance of shakti-
upasak Prime Minister Modi has
compelled the deracinated secular leaders
to do a temple run. Sacred cities and
places such as Varanasi and Vindhyanchal
are undergoing transformation. And with
these, the cultural, spiritual and
civilisational essence of Bharat is being
reclaimed one brick ata time.

One of the core issues in the rejuvenation
and renaissance of India has been a
fractured society with deep faultlines
running across caste lines and persistence
of discrimination and marginalisation.
Economic modernisation and
industrialisation pursued by Modi weaken
the boundaries of caste and undermine the
structure that sustains the caste system.
But it is not sufficient, and conscious
efforts in the realms of society,
government and polity are equally
important. It is important to remember
that Modi started his activism in the
Sangh Parivar, which, rooted in Hindutva,
inherited the legacies of the Hindu proto-
modernity of the early modern period and
contemporary social and religious reform
movements to imagine a modern nation.
Rising above the distinctions of caste and
community has been one of the core
concerns of the Sangh Parivar. It is the
worldview reflected in the policies and
working of Prime Minister Modi. He has

launched massive welfare schemes for the
poor and the marginalised communities.
From free housing to free healthcare to
free gas cylinders, his schemes are the
wildest dreams of doctrinaire leftists in
Western countries such as Bernie Sanders
and Jeremy Corbyn. But unlike the old
guard, Modi is known for ensuring
successful implementation of these
schemes. But most importantly, he has
based these schemes on objective criteria.
Caste operates on the ground by excluding
weaker castes from access to state
resources and schemes. India has failed to
achieve even basic education and
healthcare because the implementation of
these policies was mediated through local
power structures that invariably depended
on old social structures. It meant that most
of the benefits were captured by dominant
caste leaders. It is here that Modi has acted
as a disruptor par excellence.

He has not only ensured public provision
of private goods to the poor but made
these either universal or dependent on a
clearly defined criterion such as the
Socio-Economic Caste Census, 2011.
And by doing so, he has undermined the
old patronage model of politics where a
person would benefit if her caste
supported the party in power. The old
patronage model created a “politics of
unfreedom” for the weaker -castes,
especially the non-dominant Other
Backward Classes and Dalit castes, who
are now free of the tutelage of the
dominant castes in accessing government
schemes and benefits. It is no surprise that
they have rallied behind the prime
minister and his party, which has
undermined old caste politics that thrived
on promoting the widening of the social
divide. This new model of bringing
people together and welding them into a
united political bloc without appealing to
base caste instincts was always critical in
healing the social divide and laying the
foundation of a stronger national and
civilisational rejuvenation.

Social inclusion and representation

REDEFINING INDIA

without factious competitive caste
politics is the new paradigm ushered in by
Modi. This new paradigm was visible
when as chief minister of Gujarat, he
started a training programme for priests
from Dalit castes. It was visible when he
formed the most
representative council of ministers ever in
India. There can be no restoration of pride
in the Indian spiritual traditions and
civilisational narrative unless social
equality and harmony are at the
cornerstone of the futuristic vision of
India. And under Modi, we have seen that
vision in action and not just the usual
political rhetoric of the past.

In the “Idea of India” of the old elite, the
identity of India was defined in opposition
to British imperialism. It was an identity
supposedly born of the struggle against
British rule, which was ascribed to one
party and family in the version of the court
historian patronised by successive
Congress governments. The role of
thousands of revolutionaries and the
contribution of various castes and
communities were sidelined. We were
told that unless we believe that India owes
its existence to the anti-British struggle
led by Congress and pledge our allegiance
to its monolithic view of India, the
existence of India will come under threat.
But as successive generations of Indians
moved away from the direct experience of
the anti-British struggle, they found it
more and more difficult to relate to this
arcane “Idea of India”, not the least
because it was an artificial construct that
didn’t gel with the social and civilisational
memories of the society. Disenchantment
with the narrative of India created the void
which was being filled by far-left ideas
and wokeness flowing from the liberal
arts departments of American
universities.

THE RISE OF Modi has corrected this
anomaly by firmly rooting the identity of
India in its civilisational history. India is
not merely a postcolonial state. India is
not merely a modern nation supposedly

inclusive and
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created in the process of anti-British
struggle. India is the world’s oldest living
civilisation. And at present most of the
geographically contiguous parts of this
civilization are united under a single
polity, and this political unification
derives its justification from a shared
civilisational heritage. This older, grander
sense of Bharatvarsha has been revived in
the popular imagination by Prime
Minister Modi. It is reflected in his
speeches, in his symbolism and in his
action. When in his speech at the UN
General Assembly, he asserts that India is
the mother of democracy, he is invoking
the ancient republics of Bharatvarsha,
religious sanghas, village councils and
various spiritual traditions that advocated
and practiced democratic, collective
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decisionmaking with social and gender
representation. When he becomes the first
prime minister to visit the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya, he affirms that the”Idea of
India” is much older than the modern
history of the anti-British struggle. When
he takes foreign dignitaries to the ghats of
Varanasi, he is mainstreaming the
antiquity of India that is Bharat into the
international relations and strategic
discourse.

Under Modi, India is reclaiming its
natural identity as an open, plural
civilisation by rejecting the old
monolithic constructs seeking to impose a
manufactured version of history and
identity. He has refocused the Indian state
on its historical task of the rejuvenation
and renaissance of the Indian nation and
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Modi at the Badrinath temple in Uttarakhand, May 2019

civilisation by accelerating economic
transformation, infrastructure
development and social inclusion. As an
administrator, he has proven himselfto be
the great moderniser who seeks to propel
India into the future by equipping it with a
modern state apparatus and legal
framework for the 21Ist century. As a
politician, he has swept aside the timidity
and apologia that the Indian political class
felt when owning its identity and
practising its traditions. What we see
before us is the architect of New India and
the rise of a civilisational state.

AUTHOR: ABHINAY PRAKASH SINGH.
(THIS ARTICLE WAS FIRST PUBLISHED
IN OPEN MAGAZINE ON 11/10/2021)




ANALYSIS

India's demographic sweet spot is

real

India and China both had their working age fraction bottom out at the same level in
the 1970s, but China's has already peaked in 2015 and India gets 30 years more.

India's long term per capita growth rates
(say over 10-15 years) are dependent on
three factors:

* Demographic and human capital
trends

* Global technology and macro trends
+ Indian policy and political trends

India's GDP graph shows that a trailing 10
year average per capita growth rates for
2020 would be just short of 6%, for 2010 it
was around 5%, for 2000 it was just short
of 4%, for 1990 it was around 3%, and so
on. It seems that India's per capita real
growth rates have been increasing at about
10 bps per year since the 1970s (and the
rolling average shows a clear trend
starting around 1980). Just going by that,
India's growth over the next 10 years in
terms of real GDP per capita is likely to be
7% or so. Add a population growth rate of
slightly less than 1%, and you have a total
growth rate of 8%. Of course, linear
extrapolation by itself is not necessarily
correct. Which is why we have to go much
deeper with demographics.

The most important graph to understand
per capita growth trends from a
demographic lens is as below, which is the
fraction of India's population that is in the
25-64 age bracket that roughly
corresponds with the peak working age
for a vast majority of people.

India GDP per capita growth (Constant INR, 10y MA added, World Bank, 1961-2018)

India: Pereentage of popuiation aged 25-64 years
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It is indeed very interesting that just
around the time India's per capita growth
rate started rising in the late 1970s on a
sustainable basis, India's working age
population fraction bottomed out at about
37% and is now around 49%. India should
continue growing faster in terms of per
capita growth rates ceteris paribus till the
2040s when the ratio peaks around 54%.

Interestingly, China also saw this
ratio bottom out in the 1970s and
also around 37%, but it increased
much faster than India (reached
almost 60% around 2015)
but is already declining as
shown below. That may
help partially explain
China's faster growth in the
last 40 years as well as its
recent slowdown.

While the ratios are key,

especially for per capita growth numbers,
let us roughly have a look at what that
would mean for the aggregates. India will
have 200 million more people than China
in the 25-64 group (~900M vs ~700M) by
the 2040s even as the 'below 25 + above
64' populations would be roughly the
same for both at ~700M. That is a lot less
weight to carry, in economic terms if not
sentimental terms, over the next
generation for India.

Back to the working age ratios - why are
they so important? Because they seem to
determine savings and investments
(though in the short term they are pro-
cyclical) as seen below in the case of
India's Gross Domestic Savings as % of
GDP, and hence ultimately growth.

The difference between “working age
ratios” and “working ratios” is that of
those who are in the relevant age group
but do not “work”.

But often in a country like India that
would include home makers that do work
very hard, just that it is not counted. For
example, if X tutors Y's children and Y
takes care of X's old parents that is
counted as “working” but not if the two
activities happen within their respective

Age 25-64 (in millions)

India
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1968 1980 1992

homes itself.

What is relevant perhaps a bit more then is
the dependency ratios and the human
capital formation, at least compared to the
formally reported working populations.
Not that the latter is not important by itself
as more women in the “labour force”
(ratio follows a U-shaped curve with
India's adjusted female labor force

£ education enrollment
are also
improving but not as
well as China's (as the
0 graph below shows.)

rations

5 Yet while quality is an
issue here as well,
negative or no growth
in inflation-adjusted
starting salaries for Indian IT MNCs over
the last one or two decades shows that
human capital is surprisingly not a
bottleneck for now with respect to entry
level white collar service jobs (though itis
a bottleneck for more complex roles such
as product development and senior
management, although one must add large
entry-level employers have also started
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participation having bottomed
out in recent years) besides the ©
socio-economic benefits, is =
likely to be strongly correlated «
with faster growth. But it is
difficult to tease out that
correlation vs causation
(whereas with overall |
population and age numbers it is
less so.)

1971

Going back to human capital, India's
literacy rate has increased consistently -
especially for the young (and for females),
and while serious quality issues certainly
remain basic education access is not that
significant an issue as it once was.

Pre-teens have near universal literacy and
no difference for boys and girls, and even
for the 15-24 demographic we are fast
approaching universal literacy. Higher
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their own training programs due to severe
lacuna in our various curricula.)

On the public health side, the infant
mortality rate has also been falling (so has
maternal mortality rates etc.) Also,
sanitation coverage has dramatically
improved in recent years (as shown in the
graph below) along with electricity access
(at the village, not house level as of now)
and rural roads to expressways, and the

G
20

next target for mid-decade is piped
drinking water across all homes. But let us
not delve too deep into that as that would
come under the Indian public policy post
of me trying to figure out the long term
sustainable growth rates for India.

The aim here is just to show not just the
quantitative aspects of the Indian
demographic sweet spot, but that the
qualitative aspect in terms of basic social
infrastructure, while still far from ideal, is
notas bad as it is sometimes depicted.

In short, from a demographic standpoint
India is likely to see more of the same for
the next 20-30 years as it has over the last
30-40 years. Remember, the increasing 10
year rolling average of GDP per capita
graph shows almost no clear break or
jump because of the 1991 reforms but the
dependency ratio having peaked in the
1970s is a clear correlation. Human
beings, including “experts” have a
tendency to obsess over things they deem
important - liberalisation, which they can
direct with their jargon - as opposed to
blessings or faults that if not “in our stars”
then have been at least baked into the cake
decades ago.

Of course, economists still worry about
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whether India can be the “next China” (or
even a fraction thereof) in terms of
manufacturing exports and so on, but who
really predicted in the 1980s that over the
next generation it would be computers and
a thing called “the Internet” that would
directly or indirectly create large parts of
the Indian middle class.

AUTHOR: HARSH GUPTA MADHUSUDAN
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20 YEARS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

Seva Aur Samarpan

Celebrating Modiji's 20 years of public service

s Prime Minister Narendra Modi

turned 71 on (September 17), the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
launched a mega 20-day public outreach,
'Seva aur Samarpan' Abhiyaan. This
programme continued till October 7 to
mark Shri Narendra Modi's 20 years in
public life, including the period when he
served as Gujarat chief minister. BJP
President Shri JP Nadda kick-started the
Abhiyan and in his greetings hailed Modi
as the “most popular leader of the world”,
adding that the PM is “dedicated to the
progress of the most deprived person in
society and symbolises foresighted and
decisive leadership besides tireless
efforts”.

The 20-day-long 'Seva aur Samarpan
Abhiyaan' was conducted under the
guidance of BJP National President Shri J.
P. Nadda and BJYM President Shri
Tejasvi Surya. As part of the campaign,
every district unit of the BJYM organized
a unique Nava Bharat Mela publicizing
the work of the PM Shri Narendra Modi's
government over the last 7 years. The
campaign also comprised of cleanliness
drives, blood donation camps and quiz
contests.

While addressing a large public gathering
and kick starting the nationwide 21 days
campaign - 'Seva Hi Samarpan' at
Karnavati Club in Ahmedabad on the
occasion of birthday of our Hon PM,
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Narendra Modi, BJYM President Shri
Surya said: “The PM's birthday, which
falls on September 17, is a day we spend in
service. October 7, the day he assumed
office as CM of Gujarat, reminds us of his
complete dedication to the service of our
nation and its people, a quality that has
been a feature of these 20-years in Shri
Narendra Modi Ji's life.”

The 'Seva aur Samarpan Abhiyaan' was
carried out in all the districts across India,
and various programs commemorating
the same was organized at the District, as
well as the Mandal level by the BJYM
karyakartas. The highlight of the
campaign were the district-wise 'Nava
Bharat Mela', which successfully
showcased the emergence of a'New India’
under the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Modi ji. It also highlighted the
various schemes undertaken by the Modi
Government in the past seven years
ensuring the upliftment of those who had
been forced to live their lives in the
margins. Talking about the first time ever
organized — Namo Quiz, Shri Tejasvi
Surya said that “the NaMo quiz is an
innovative method to understand the
awareness about the government's
schemes in the youth, especially students.
I hope all of them had fun participating in
these contests.” An innovative and
interesting approach to spread awareness
amongst the youth of our nation.

In addition to this, the
State units were asked
to put up stalls in
collaboration with the
Common Services
Centres to facilitate
registration for all
citizens who wish to
enroll in various
central government
welfare schemes,

Laying emphasis on the core values of our
party, i.e. “believing power to be merely a
medium for service in politics”, Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha National President,
Shri Tejasvi Surya said - “With the Seva
Samarpan Abhiyaan, the BJYM draws
inspiration from the work ethic of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi and is
continuing its service and empowerment
of the lives of people. The BJYM is
organising Blood donation camps across
the country to collectively donate as many
units as possible for the needy. I am
thankful to all the donors for contributing
to saving the lives of people.”

which was fantastically undertaken by all
the state teams in their respective states,
thereby benefitting thousands of common
men. Stalls celebrating local handlooms
and handicraft products, paintings, arts,
traditional food, organic produce were
also set up to champion the cause of
#Vocal4Local.

In Jammu and Kashmir, the BJYM
karyakartas organized 3 days 'Nav Bharat'
mela in all the 17 districts of their state to
showcase the achievements and tireless
efforts of our government under the
exemplary leadership of PM Modi.
Taking a Digital and Mobile approach, we
witnessed 'Nav Bharat mela on wheels'
across the state of Karnataka. All heads
turned towards this moving baton and
nodded in consent and respect for the
valorous steps taken by our government
since 2014. In Haridwar, Uttarakhand
also, we hosted an eventful exhibition in
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the biggest mall, inaugurated by the State
President of BJP in the presence of
National General Secretary BIYM.

In addition to this, Quiz contests and
blood donation camps were also
conducted at district levels by BJYM
karyakartas across India, and special
stalls were set up to encourage people to
download NaMo App, which would help
them communicate with the Hon'ble
Prime Minister directly and also keep
them posted on the various schemes and
welfare measures being undertaken by
our government. The quiz contest proved
to be a unique way of testing and
spreading awareness about the
government's schemes in various sectors.
The Yuva of today is the carrier of
information and should be aware of the
many schemes that the government is
coming up with on daily basis to make the
best use of it and also help each other in
growing cumulatively.

Joining the national celebrations of the
75th year of India's Independence, BJ[YM
karyakartas celebrated “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav” in which youth were
encouraged to visit sites related to the
Independence Movement in their
respective districts. The family members
of such respected martyrs were honoured
in a humble way by our party karyakartas.
We successfully reached out to these
families in person and spent some light
moments to recall the bravery of our
Martyrs.

BJYM karyakartas observed the birth
anniversary of Pandit Deen Dayal ji on
September 25th through the initiatives
undertaken by Modi Government to serve
the poor and underprivileged. The
principle of Antodya given by Pandit
Deen Dayal ji is a guiding light for all the
karyakartas of BIYM. BIYM karyakartas
also enlightened the beneficiaries and the
public about Modi Ji's special focus on

Antodya. Now, the communities have
themselves come forward to spread a
word of the various benefits of
Government's schemes.

Another extremely important day that was
celebrated under the 'Seva aur Samarpan
Abhiyaan' by BJYM karyakartas was
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti on the 2nd of
October. Inspired by the motto of 'Swatch
Bharat, Sundar Bharat', on this day,
“Swachhta Se Samman Abhiyaan” was
organized across India by BJYM
karyakartas under the leadership of Shri
Tejasvi Surya. To build a stronger
association of the youth with the cultural
hotspots of the nation and also instill a
sense of pride among them, BJYM
karyakartas, environmentalists and public
also organized cleanliness drives and
saplings plantation drives at 71 different
locations consisting of shaheed smaraks,
prominent rivers, and places of worship of
the respective state.

BJP National President

Shri JP Nadda

launches

‘SEVA AUR
SAMARPAN
ABHIYAN'



ARTICLE

4T 3R JHYUT: U el

YR ST U, GRT =1 b e ot R At Sft & 713 Safed IR TR b 7T Jar 3R g Sifir & ded gfvaron o
HISTGHT = 17 F 19 RydeR I U e 1R A Tadar RIfaR smaiferd i e | 39 SR uewr & i o o 74 Yaae Rifai 7 5181
& 1 gfAic ThA B 715 | e RIfAR & 1Y g 1Y IR} b T H Al 1 HRIAT Bt Jaii off T 18 | 39 3ol &
TTHH Y TR HR T 20 BOIR 9 31 GaT37i ¥ aT diai o el &1 AT ST d HaTg g | I ST0E 58 A1 | =i IR 38T
S8l 13 YadaH RIGRITH 1014 39 g T fbu ¢ | UrTad 1 5 RIfaRT H 854, ST A 5 RIfARI T 343, R o s RifaRi W 3279
gaad 1 4 fRifaRT & A1egw ¥ 195 Y i+ ThA fhu |

IR USRI & SferdT S0 H T 3R JHY0 SR & I8d Sl HIRIHH &1 T Ao g3l | yieTdT gat Hraf gr1 w31
Heai H Sidied HRIHH & d8d Hd 68 RIMI IR HIARITAT ST 1 T3 | 59 SR H 1l 6988 ATHI SURRA a AryT-ad §T
| HRIHH I gd Tt 31 HSal § U U aIoid! &l Fgfad IR 3¢ a1iiicd TidT 141 d HRIHH $T =@l TR 1 1| i o
Gy SR BT G HIGAT S IR & TaTg R BT T, I THA TR R AHAargdds fhar-ad a1 1. ST o1
WRBR B AT & TR T AT T 3R S0 U1 D1 GAT T, T1 3 & faaR & S ufesd fHeard st a1 gar ari
ERREHREIREE SIS

AR fored ® SR Yok RifaR &1 s ferar BIC! UReY: U YekiaH RIfR # Yadar gad! 4§
1y & fore & a1 et & Haw P 3R | ST PR §U WaRT & o ot 7eeR ane of |

I ufea: Ut § gaT Hral gRT SHTfd Yada I U - e o SafoTd ade RifaR # ader
IR T Yade™ gad &l Ae S Bt AETRM <d §U B I THMHR HRd U YR WHR T Afgaln vd a1t
TSR feaed oft ST UhTRT ¢S off | T Iroa Tt St HHaw BreT ot |

21




START UP INDIA

Start up India

he Namo government has been

successful in developing a robust

start up ecosystem in the country
which currently ranks third in the world
for nurturing innovation and providing
platform to budding entrepreneurs. We all
are aware of the fact that many billion
dollar business ideas fail to reach us due to
lac of critical funding required in the
formative years of start up for prototype
development, product trials, market entry
and commercialization. Startup India
Seed Fund Scheme recently notified in
January 2021 enables the startup
applicant in availing seed support in the
form of grant and debt/convertible
debentures upto Rs. 50 lakhs. The
government has been giving these start-
ups the necessary nutrition to get on with
value creation with the minimum of
government interface. So, there is to be
self-certification when it comes to
compliance with six labour and three
environmental laws—since the start-ups
are primarily based on tech, this is to be
done through a start-up app. Moreover to
resolve the angel tax issue, startups are
exempted from scrutiny in valuation of
share premiums. Startups with turnover of
less than Rs 25 crore will be eligible for
getting 100% tax rebate on profit for a
period of three years in a block of seven
years. All such policies whether
regulation based or financial based aim
for motivating the youth towards
entrepreneurship, such rebates and
exemptions have proven themselves as

P “| see startups,
s technology

instruments for

and innovation as
exciting and effective

india currently houses 27 unicorns
(billion dollar startups) which is a massive
leap for a country which opened its gates
to globalisation just4 decades ago.

Modi Govt's policies are Incentivizing
entrepreneurship as a means to limit brain
drain and strengthen our domestic
industrial infrastructure is a need of the
hour. majority of top brass posts in
MNC'S all over the world are held by
Indians ,this is quite evident of the fact
that Indians have the potential to run the
corportate conglomerates , but despite of
such vast potential and presence India is
home to odd two or three such companies.
The modi government has been
successful in identifying this underlying
problem and start up India is the answer to
it. OLA, PAYTM, ZOMATO, OYO etc
are all start ups that have revolutionised
Indian markets by giving all of us a new
perspective to look at consumer based
industry, if we look 10 years down the line
we don't even realise when did these start
ups gain eminence and became an
indispensable part of our day to day life..
Start ups are fuelling innovation at a rapid
rate and are breaking the conventional
norms of business,they themselves are
acting as financers for upcoming start ups
as for established start ups this is the same
road which they took few years back , in
time to come this whole start up
mechanism would become a self
sustained chain boosting multi-fold
growth in all sectors. Start up India
ultimately aims towards highlighting the

#startupindia

India’s transformation.”

Shri Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

importance of accelerating growth in the
infrastructure sector by leveraging home
grown technologies and solutions

In today's dynamic world where
globalisation is reaching new heights ,
India's presence on the world map is
largely dependent on its contribution to
the digital sector, start ups are majorly
digitally based enterprises therefore their
growth is very imperative in terms of
India's footprint on the world digital
forum. While Make In India was devised
to transform India into a global design and
manufacturing hub from an import-
centric consumer market, the Digital India
programme was about reviving
infrastructure projects and bring a
measure of digitisation in every aspect of
life — from finance to education to
commerce and governance. Together,
Digital India and Make In India served as
a powerful call to action for Indian
innovators, citizens and business leaders.
The economy is propped by digital
products and services, which is where
startups have emerged as the biggest
advocate of Digital India. Key sectors
such as education, banking & finance,
B2B trade and commerce, governance
and delivery of essential services,
agriculture and others have been
transformed by a mix of startup
innovation backed by policy push. With
the proliferation of digital infrastructure ,
Indian start ups have the capability and
opportunity to reach global markets and
establish themselves by incorporating
global standards
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“Underprivileged” Youth

he empowerment of the weaker

section sections of the population

has remained a project of utmost
significance for the Government since
independence. Policy makers have delved
upon number of plans and programmes
that caters to the needs of the members
from the less privileged. Emphasis has
been given in enhancing the skills and
capabilities for ensuring rapid economic
development and assists them with
opportunities to integrate in the national
mainstream. While the initial optimism
did play a critical role in encouraging
inclusion of members of dalit
communities into different institutional
framework in the country, the inefficient
administrative workspaces and lack of

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
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enthusiasm in the political arena has
pushed the initiatives into a dormant state.
However, one can witnessed anew revival
in the formulation and implementation of
plan and programmes concerning the
dalits in India with the coming of the Modi
government. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government have been
persistently working in constructing an
inclusive language that cuts across all
castes and communities. In the last few
years, many schemes related to the
educational and economic sector has been
formulated by the government and earlier
ones were revived in order to promote
holistic growth within the community.
Following are few schemes that has been
able to provide major incentives to the

Endeavour and Prosper

members of the SC community and
allowed them with an opportunity to
secure a dignified life.

POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP

The Modi government decided to revive
the Post Matric Scholarship to students
belonging to Scheduled Castes (PMS-SC)
scheme, which is expected to benefit over
4 crore SC students in the next five years.
The objective of the scheme is to increase
the Gross Enrolment ratio of SC students
in higher education and to provide them
with assistance to complete their
education. The Cabinet has approved a
total investment of Rs 59,534 crore and
change in the fund-sharing formula
eliminating any intermediate channel and
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money being directly depositing in the
accounts at the same time increase the
percentage of the students receiving the
benefits.

PRE-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP TO
THE SC STUDENTS STUDYING IN
CLASSESIXAND X

It is a centrally sponsored scheme
implemented through the state
governments and union territories. The
scheme is primarily been launched to
lower the number of school dropouts, to
improve their participation and help the
parents of SC children for education of
their ward. It assists them to transition
rather smoothly from the elementary to
the secondary education stage. By
extending scholarships to SC students
whose annual parental income does not
exceed Rs 2.5 lakhs the scheme has the
potential to rejuvenate the SC
participation in secondary education. For
the year 2020-21, a total of Rs
11,88,31,75,301 has been disbursed.

CENTRAL SECTOR
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME OF TOP
CLASS EDUCATION FOR SC
STUDENTS

The scholarship is aimed at promoting
qualitative education among SC students
by providing them full financial support
to them beyond class XII. The scheme
aims to meet the requirements for tuition
fees, living expenses, books and a
computer. The selection criterion is
completely merit based and the annual
income ceiling for disbursement of the
scholarship should not exceed Rs 4.5
lakh.

NATIONAL OVERSEAS
SCHOLARSHIP

The scheme facilitate the low income
students belonging to the Scheduled
Castes, Denotified Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes, Landless Agricultural
Labourers and Traditional Artisans
category to obtain higher education viz.,
Master degree or Ph. D courses by
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studying abroad thereby improving their
Economic and Social status. The Scheme
provides financial assistance to the
selected candidates for pursuing Masters
level courses and Ph.D. courses abroad in
the Institutions/Universities accredited by
the Government/an authorized body of
that country in any fields of study. 30% of
the awards for each year are earmarked for
women candidates.

NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOR
PROVIDING FELLOWSHIP TO
SCHEDULE CASTE STUDENTS

The scheme was introduced to provide
incentives to students belonging to the SC
community to pursue their higher studies
(M.Phil/Ph.D) in Science, Humanities,
Social Science and Engineering and
technology in Universities recognised by
the University Grant Commission. The
academic spaces are often being criticised
of its exclusive nature, the introduction of
2000 new Fellowships per year to
Scheduled Castes students provide them
with an opportunity to enter the field of
research and contribute their
understanding.

FREE COACHING SCHEME FOR
SCAND OBC STUDENTS

The purpose of the scheme is to provide
quality coaching classes for economically
disadvantaged SC and OBC candidates so
that they will be able to appear in
competitive examinations and succeed in
obtaining an appropriate job. Under the
scheme students belonging to SCs and
OBCs having total family income from all
sources of Rs.8.00 lakh or less per annum
will be eligible for benefits.

PRADHAN MANTRI ADARSH
GRAMYOJANA

The objective of this Scheme is to ensure
integrated development of the selected
villages with more than 50% SC
population. The aim is to build a village
infrastructure wherein people have access
to all the basic facilities that are crucial for
a dignified living enabling everyone to
utilise their potential to the maximum.

Different indicators are identified to
monitor the growth and living standards
of the community. The particulars of the
50 indicators were listed under 10
domains namely drinking water and
sanitation, education, health and
nutrition, social security, rural roads and
housing, electricity and clean fuel,
agricultural practices, financial inclusion,
digitisation and livelihood and skill
development. The Government of India is
planning to cover all the eligible 26968
villages by the end 0f2014-25. From 2014
to 2021 a total expenditure of Rs 1630.85
crore has been spent on the project

STAND UPINDIA

The scheme facilitates bank loans
between 10 lakh and 1 crore to at least one
SC/ST borrower and at least one woman
borrower per bank for setting up a
greenfield enterprise. The number of
applications sanctioned has grown 27.3
per cent from 91,319 sanctioned as of
March 10, 2020, up from 55,342
applications as of March 7, 2018. The
margin money requirement for Standup
India loans was reduced from up to 25 per
cent to up to 15 per cent allowing for
greater inclusion and accessibility of the
scheme. The scheme will play a critical
role in revolutionising the MSME sector
allowing people from the marginalised to
take part concomitantly. The scheme has
onboarded 24,699 handholding agencies
and 348 lenders connecting over 1.51 lakh
bank branches.

CREDIT ENHANCEMENT
GUARANTEE SCHEME FOR THE
SCHEDULED CASTES (SCS)

This scheme is to promote entrepreneurs
among the Scheduled Castes in India
oriented towards innovative growth
technologies. It is a social section
initiative to be implemented nationally.
Financial assistance to the entrepreneurs
among the Scheduled Caste is to be
offered by the way of Credit Enhancement
Guarantee to Banks and Financial
Institutions, under this scheme. These
entrepreneurs are expected to create



wealth, value, jobs (direct and indirect)
along with contributing to confidence-
building and in giving impetus to
profitable businesses. Asset creation that
is a part of this scheme would have
forward and backward linkages which
will further chain effect at the local and
societal level to strengthen SC
communities.

NATIONAL SAFAI KARAMCHARIS
FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (NSKFDC)

Set up on 24th January 1997 under the
Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment , wholly owned by the
Govt. of India as a Company “Not for
Profit” under Section 25 of the
Companies Act, 1956. This Apex
Corporation aims at overall socio-
economic development of Safai
Karamcharis, Scavengers and their
dependents throughout India. State
Channelizing Agencies (SCAs)
nominated by State Govts/UT
Administrations, Regional Rural Banks
(RRBs) and Nationalised Banks, are
primarily responsible for implementing
schemes or programmes under this
scheme. The SCAs/RRBs/Nationalised
Banks are provided financial assistance at
concessional rates of interest for onward
disbursement to the target group of
NSKFDC.

NATIONAL SCHEDULED CASTES
FINANCE & DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (NFSDC)

The primary goal is financing income
generating activities of SC beneficiaries
living below Double the Poverty Line
Limits (presently Annual Family Income
Rs.98000/- for Rural Areas and
Rs.1,20,000/- for Urban Areas), this
scheme assist the target group by way of
loans, Skill Training, Entrepreneurship
Development Programmes and Providing
Marketing Support through State
Channelizing Agencies ( SCAs), RRBs,
Public Sector Bank and Other
Institutions. As on 31 August 2021 a total
of Rs 5272.67 lakh has been disbursed.

SELF -EMPLOYMENT SCHEME
FOR REHABILITATION OF
MANUAL SCAVENGERS (SRMS)
With the aim to rehabilitate the remaining
manual scavengers and their dependents
in alternative occupations by March 2009,
this scheme was introduced in January
2007. As the target could not be met there
was an extension of this scheme up to
March 2010. The provision added to the
extended scheme was that there would be
provision for the coverage of spill-over of
beneficiaries even thereafter, if needed.
According to the revised scheme, one
manual scavenger from each family, who
are identified under the scheme, are
provided one-time cast assistance. The
identified manual scavengers and their
dependents are offered project based
back-ended capital subsidy up to Rs.
3,25,000 and concessional loan for
undertaking self-employment ventures.
Skill development training for duration of
up to two years is also provided to the
beneficiaries. During this term, a stipend
of Rs. 3000 per month is also given to
them.

SPECIAL CENTRAL ASSISTANCE
TO SCHEDULED CASTE SUB PLAN
(SCATOSCSP)

The plan was introduced in the 6th Plan to
channelize the flow of outlays and
benefits from different sectors of
development in the Annual Plans of
States/UTs and Central Ministries. The
target population of the plan are the
Scheduled Castes people living below the
poverty line. By providing resources for
filling the critical gaps the aim of the plan
is to provide an impetus to family oriented
schemes of economic development of
SCs below the poverty line. 15% of the
total SCA released to the States/UTs can
be utilized by them exclusively on viable
income generating economic
development schemes/Programmes for
SC Women. In 2014, Rs 105100 lakh has
notational been allotted of which Rs
79024.50 has been actually released.

SCHEME OF ASSISTANCE TO

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

SCHEDULED CASTES
DEVELOPMENT COORPORATION
(SCDCS)

The scheme provide assistance to finance
the employment oriented schemes
covering diverse areas of economic
activities which inter-alia include (i)
agriculture and allied activities including
minor irrigation (ii) small scale industry
(iii) transport and (iv) trade and service
sector. The primary function of the
scheme is to identify the eligible SC
families and encourage them to undertake
economic development schemes
sponsoring the schemes to financial
institutions for credit support, providing
financial assistance in the form of the
margin money at a low rate of interest,
providing subsidy out of the funds made
available to the States under the Scheme
of Special Central Assistance to Special
Component Plan of the States to reduce
the repayment liability and providing
necessary tie up with other poverty
alleviation programmes.

VENTURE CAPITAL FUND FOR
SCHEDULED CASTES

It is a social sector initiative to promote
entrepreneurship among the SC
population in India to create wealth and
value for society as well as promote
profitable businesses. Special preferences
will be given to SC women entrepreneurs
while considering under the scheme. The
scheme was launched with an initial
capital of Rs 200 crore and under the
scheme financial assistance upto Rs 15
crore for a period of six years would be
provided to the SC entrepreneurs. It has
helped in enhancing direct and indirect
employment generation for SC
population creating a chain effect that
ensures their participation and inclusion
at the country level. Under the scheme as
of now 89 companies have availed
disbursement, 120 companies has
received sanctioned assistance, a total of
Rs 450.19 crore has been sanctioned of
which Rs 278.77 crore has been
disbursed.
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Cities as engines of economic

growth

ise of the cities herald

ascendance of a civilization and

its decline is marked by fall of
cities and urban culture. Cities are the
center of economic production and
knowledge production which drives
civilization. The central role of the cities
can be understood by the Agglomeration
economies, which are the benefits
accruing from people & firms operating in
proximity of each other. The
agglomeration benefits are generated due
to reduction in costs of raw materials, skill
labour and ideas. And some degree of
density is also necessary to efficiently
share the ever-increasing requirement of
hi-tech and expensive infrastructure by
reducing per unit cost. The greater variety

of goods and services, stronger
competition and minimization of cost of
interaction in cities leads to massive
efficiency gain turning them into
economic powerhouse.

Mostly cities start as the center of political
power, trade and manufacturing.
Industrial production form the core
impetus of smaller cities growing into
mega cities we see in the modern era. And
even though manufacturing tends to move
out of the core to the periphery, cities
continue to retain their pre-eminent
economic positions. Among other things,
the major factor is the increasing
dependence of economic growth on
innovation and knowledge production.
And cities are the engines of research and

innovation as they tend to be even more
highly concentrated than the
manufacturing. And studies have shown
that given the increasing complexity of
innovation, the degree of concentration of
innovation in the cities will continue to
increase in the foreseeable future. Also,
the diversity of city population also gives
ita cutting edge inresearch & innovation.

But some are arguing that intensifying
ICT revolution with the advent of 5G,
Digital India, A, 4th industrial revolution
has eroded the rationale of the cities as
hub of economic activities and
innovation. And the post-Covid future
will be about decongesting the cities and
focusing on the villages, that will
supposedly emerge as the drivers of the




economic growth. But none of these
prophecies are new. Every technological
development has led experts to make such
predictions but importance of cities in
economic growth has only been
reinforced. In 1944 George Orwell said:
Reading a batch of rather shallowly
optimistic progressive books, I was struck
by the automatic way in which people go
on repeating certain phrases which were
fashionable before 1914. Two great
favorites are 'the abolition of distance' and
'the disappearance of frontiers'.

In 1995 The Economist declared that the
communication revolution would lead to
“death of distance” but if anything, cities
have become bigger, denser. While it is
true that technological progress has
changed our day to day life, but it has not
diminished the benefits of proximity. It is
specifically true about the knowledge
production. Knowledge can be classified
in two categories, one that can be codified
and distributed everywhere easily and the
Tacit knowledge. It is access to tacit
knowledge which provides niche
comparative advantage.

While technological progress means that

successful experiments/projects are
published & easily accessed by a wider
audience, it is the knowledge of failed
attempts which is of importance and is
available only in proximity. It is one of the
reasons why research and innovation are
so densely located. Improvement in ICT
and machine learning have given us the
ability to automate the most mechanical,
routine and low value-added task. But
creativity still is purely human endeavor
& needs human proximity.

Productivity gains explain most of the
economic growth. And productivity
growth is driven by knowledge
production. Knowledge production itself
is a function of population and density as
it depends critically on human
interactions. Villages or remote towns
cannot replace cities as the engines of
research and innovation despite
improvement and falling cost of
connectivity. Arguments to the contrary in
the name of Swadeshi are more
ideological & political rather than rooted
in economic reality. Villages can be
integrated into backward supply-chains
but by no imagination can they become
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the drivers of modern economic growth.
GDP of city of Tokyo alone is 50% of the
India's GDP. Slums of Mumbai are more
productive than villages. Villages as
center of modern economic growth is
anthropological, technological, &
economic impossibility.

And cities not only play an economic role
but also a pivotal role in social
transformation & modernization.
Increasing urbanization has accelerated
the breakdown of caste-system and
economic inefficiency it entailed.
Dissolution of the feudal-caste system
created free labour & instituted freedom
of employment with people no longer
artificially restricted to pre-determined
jobs. Throughout the history caste-system
has weakened whenever urbanization
gained strengthen and no wonder that
social orthodoxy is uncomfortable with
urbanization. It views cities & machines
as harbinger of disruption of the orthodox
social order. This is especially true of the
modern economic growth. But then that is
what India needs on a massive scale.

AUTHOR: AASHEERWAD DWIVEDI
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, SHRI RAM
COLLEGE OF COMMERCE
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CoWIN: an unheralded success

Co-WIN

Winning Over COVID - 19

Register/ Sign In yourself

N\

#LARGEST

VACCINE

Check your nearest vaccination center and slots availability

Search By PIN

Enter your PIN

he COVID-19 pandemic has been

a shock like none else to system

the world over. The subsequent
research and creation of a successful
vaccine against the disease in record time
is a modern-day miracle that promises
significant hope for future biomedical
research, such as the possibility of
vaccines based on the mRNA platform.
While the problems associated with the
manufacturing of vaccines at a substantial
scale are complex, the problems
associated with the rollout, distribution
and actual administration of vaccines are
equally, if not more complex.

In India, the COVID-19 vaccination
efforts have been coordinated on the
COVID-19 Vaccine Intelligence Network
(“CoWIN”) platform, which was
developed by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW) with the
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United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP). The CoWIN platform is an
adapted version of the electronic Vaccine
Intelligence Network (eVIN) platform
that has digitised stocks in 27,000 storage
centres and built a capacity of around
37,000 government personnel for vaccine
and cold chain logistic management since
2015. This system's adapted form allowed
us to manage the distribution,
administration and management of the
COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

The CoWIN platform functions as an
interface for end-users such as us and for
National, State and District Level
administrators and the vaccinators. It is
meant to enable easier planning and
scheduling, reduce wastage and increase
efficiency. The data regarding session
sites, bulk upload of beneficiary data, self-
registration session management,

monitoring and reporting is also stored on
the cloud-based platform. It is meant to be
a single solution for administrators,
vaccinators, and the general public to
interact.

The CoWIN interface also provides an
open Application Programming Interface
(API), allowing anyone to programme a
tool that will alert them if a slot opens up
in given parameters. APIs are
intermediaries that essentially allow two
software to communicate with each other.
For example, Google Pay and PhonePe
utilise the United Payments Interface
(UPI) API to enable payments.

As a result of the CoWIN APIs being
open, any person could build a tool that
would interact with the CoWIN platform,
and they or anyone using the tool can be
notified when slots are opened up. Infact,
an Open API titled 'Under45.in' was
acquired by HealthifyMe, a health and



wellness platform, integrating both
notification and slot booking facility
(which uses CoWIN). The launch of the
KYC-VS API that can give information
about vaccination status without
compromising the privacy status of
individuals by CoWIN facilitates ease of
access for both establishments and
individuals in establishing safety during
the pandemic, as does the simple
verification of status by QR code.

While there have been fears that the
CoWIN platform increases the digital
divide and that the Open APIs would
allow persons with advanced technical
knowledge to game the system, such fears
are quite unsubstantiated. This can be
evinced from the 'Government of Indias
affidavit in the Supreme Court, according
to which on June 23 2021:

e 19.12 crore or 59% of the 32.22 crore
beneficiaries were registered on-site.

» 23.12 crore doses for 78% of the 29.68
crore vaccine doses were administered
through on-site or walk-in
vaccination.

* 74.45% of the vaccination sites are
located in rural areas, and 56.24% of
the doses administered were at rural
centres.

+ The doses per million in tribal districts
have been higher than the national
average.

It indicates that the fears of the digital
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divide and inaccessibility are likely
exaggerated. The high delivery of doses in
on-site and walk-in vaccination shows
that while direct vaccination slots through
CoWIN have been substantial, the States
have focussed through outreach via PHCs
and through healthcare workers. Even on
April 1, 2021 walk-in registrations were
four times that of online registrations.

CoWIN also provides on its dashboard
information on an hourly “session by
session” basis to the level of a district for
the past few weeks and for individual
vaccine sites daily. This information is a
goldmine to understand how well - or how
worse - the country's vaccination
campaign is going. It also provides
information on vaccine reactions
(Adverse Events Following
Immunisation), Rural v. Urban dosage
delivery, registration trends and more.

Overall, it should be noteworthy that such
an effort is being made for transparency
related to vaccine data. The same platform
also generates vaccine certificates and
even allows the same to be linked to
passports. While privacy concerns have
been raised, the CoWIN platform does not
mandate the use of Aadhar Card - six other
forms of identity, ranging from a driving
license to a passport, can be used to
register in the platform by the end-user.

This, however, does not mean that only
those with ID cards can get vaccinated
either. The MoHFW has issued a Standard
Operating Procedure for
District Level Task Forces
to identify such persons and
vaccinate them through the
use of facilitators for the
input of information. (A
facilitator for example, can
be a Superintendent of an

ot Old Age Home). Around

3.8 lakh persons have been
vaccinated without ID
cards as of July 2021. With
further outreach being done
to reach the disabled and
bed-ridden, these numbers
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would have substantially increased by
now.

While many faced issues on the initial day
when registration was opened up for all
those aged above 18, the system had been
remarkably resilient. The platform has
doubtlessly served us well, and there is no
doubt that it can be utilised in the future
for other immunisation programmes as
well.

The Government has recently announced
that the technology will be made open-
source, and any country can take
advantage of the platform. As many
nations step up their COVID-19
vaccination drives, the utility of a vaccine
management platform also becomes
crucial.

With the launch of the National Health ID
System by the Prime Minister recently,
there is no doubt that India is attempting to
take advantage of the technology and
digitalisation to serve the needs of its
population. The adoption and use of
telemedicine portals such as e-Sanjeevani
provide a great outlook for the future of
the healthcare sector, combined with the
investments made in Higher Educational
Institutions. Combined with the PM-JAY
or Ayushman Bharat and the enactment of
the National Medical Commission Act,
2019, the Government is doubtlessly
working for the holistic development of
the sector.

The endless potential of technology in this
aspect has been harnessed in creating
CoWIN, and its success in the vaccination
drive augurs well for the future.

As India resumes the export of vaccines, it
could also look forward to the export of
the CoWIN platform. India has a crucial
role to play in the post-pandemic world,
with the efficacy of the Chinese vaccine
being doubted, India's vaccines and our
digital platform can prove the difference
for many nations.

AUTHOR: ANANTH KRISHNA
SUBHALAKSHMY
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Bad Bank

he government has fulfilled

another budget announcement by

the finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman of establishing a 'Bad Bank' to
tackle the intractable problem of non-
performing assets. It follows the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
recapitalisation of the public sector banks
(PSBs), strengthening of Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Securities Interest
(SARFAESI) Act, Debt recovery
tribunals and other banking sector
reforms. Bad Bank is the logical outcome
of the government's strategy of
Recognition, Resolution,
Recapitalisation and Reform or 4R to
reform the banking sector.

The government has set up a National
Asset Reconstruction Company
(NARCL) to purchase bad loans from the
banks. It will acquire them through 15%
payment in cash and 85% in Security
Receipts, which are now backed by
sovereign guaranteed by the government
of India. Public sector banks have 51%
ownership in the NARCL, which intends
to acquire Rs 2 Lakh crore worth of
stressed assets. India Debt Resolution
Company Ltd. (IDRCL) will act as an
asset management company to engage
market professionals and turnaround
experts. Public-sector banks will have
49% ownership in the IDRCL. NARCL
will then sell these assets to Alternate
Investment Funds and other buyers.

If it fails to do so or sells at a lower-than-
expected price, commercial banks will be
paid by invoking the sovereign guarantee

raise debt ifrequired.

NARCL-IDRCL structure together is
what is being called 'Bad Bank'. It will
complement the resolution under the IBC
by enabling a single point & faster
decision making. It will also enable better
value realisation, unlike the present
situation where stressed assets are
fragmented across various lenders. Also,
given that most NPAs with banks are due
to large loans to few borrowers in specific
industries, NARCL will focus on stressed
loan assets above Rs 500 crore,
amounting to Rs 2 lakh crore. Transfer of
stressed assets will occur under two
phases: fully provisioned assets of about
Rs 90,000 crore will be transferred under
phase I, and remaining assets with lower
provisions will be transferred in phase II.

The Bad Bank will play an important role
in cleaning up the balance sheet of the
commercial banks. It will enable them to
get rid of the toxic assets and free up their
lending capacity, thus boosting economic
activity. It will accelerate the resolution of
what is called the twin balance sheet
problem, which has been dampening the
economic growth of India for long. It will
also reduce the burden on the banks by
taking over the restructuring and
resolution of stressed assets, thus freeing
up resources in the banks to focus on their
core business. Banks will also benefit
from a better valuation and increased
ability to raise market capital.

There is a criticism that Bad Bank is
simply about
privatisation of
profits and
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the moral hazard problem in the banking
system, where banks can neglect due
diligence in their credit-issuing activities
in the expectation of future government
intervention. While the argument about
moral hazard and incentives may have
valid concerns, the criticism that it will
only benefit big banks and corporates is
misplaced. Restoring the banking
system's health will enable better flow of
credit in the system and will benefit small
and medium scale industries the most who
have been facing the squeeze for long as
banks were risk-averse and reluctant to
lend.

There will be several challenges ahead,
especially in determining the correct
market value of the stressed assets to be
taken over by the Bad Bank and in ensuing
speedy restructuring and disposal of such
assets. Though the banks can sell security
receipts, the real question is to remove the
toxic assets from the system itself and not
just repair the balance sheet of an
individual bank. For this, all the
stakeholders will need to work together
and complement the government's effort
to enact various banking sector reforms.
Teamwork and dedicated efforts can yield
surprising results. In 2018, just two out of
21 public sector banks were profitable.
But in 2021, only two of them reported
losses. In this case too, we can expect that
realisation in many cases will be more
than the acquisition cost.

AUTHOR: NAVNEET PRAKASH, PhD
SCHOLAR AT DELHI UNIVERSITY

To absorb bad
loans worth
Rs. 2 lakh crore

Rs. 30,6000
crore -
guarantee by
Centre to buy

National Asset
Reconstruction
Company
Limited -

from the Rs 30,600 crore fund provided
by the government. NARCL is a bank-led
institution where no government money

socialisation of
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benefit banks
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Women Entrepreneurship in

New India

he 21st Century is witnessing the

vocalisation of demand for equal

rights, opportunity and
accessibility for women in the economic
spheres across the world. Recent
scholarships and contemporary research
have demonstrated how the forces and
structures of social orthodoxy have
consciously excluded the recognition of
women's labour both in the public and the
private, which has resulted in hampering
the growth of the economy and the nation-
building processes. Due to the social and
political changes driven by democracy
and changing economic structures,
women can now become owners in the
economic domain and start their
enterprises. Consequently, women have
emerged as successful entrepreneurs in
various sectors. However, the ratio and

narratives of their successes are still
and the

limited to certain sectors,
representation of
various sections of

wWomen in
entrepreneurship is
highly inadequate.

Interestingly, the
women who succeeded ?‘
in establishing their

enterprises face many

mmwnmu h
scalability in the
market. Various factors =" " -
that determine lower
scalability in the market |
are common to all
entrepreneurs
regardless of gender
differences, such as
policy implementation,
accessibility, social
environment, family
support, property
ownership,

profitability, product, the role of state and
chamber houses and the use of technology
and e-resources. However, all these
factors have 'gendered translatability’,
including gender-specific constraints
such as family, taboos, culture, lower
presense of women in the market and
entrepreneurship that impacts both the
startup and scalability of existing women
entrepreneurship in India.

The pace of economic growth of any
country depends not only on the GDP but
also on the maximum utilisation of human
resources. But, if the orthodox social
structures and other social norms hinder
50 per cent of the population from
contributing to economic growth, it
indicates an obstacle to economic growth
and poses a larger question on nation-
building.

Modi government has been working
towards providing women entrepreneurs

with ample opportunities for startup and
help their enterprises scale through
various schemes such as Standup India
various subsidies in different spheres of
entrepreneurship.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in August
2021, released %1,625 crores for women
entrepreneurs. He also declared that the
loan limit for self-help groups (SHGs) had
beenraised from X10 lakh to ¥20 lakh. The
Prime Minister was participating in the
'Atmanirbhar Nari Shakti se Samvad'
programme through video conferencing
where he spoke to members of women's
SHGs associated with Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural
Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM).
According to PMO, DAY-NRLM aims to
mobilise rural poor households into SHGs
in a phased manner and provide long-term
support to improve their incomes and
quality of life. In addition, he released 325
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crores as seed money for 7,500 SHG
members under the PMFME (PM
Formalisation of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises) scheme of the ministry of
food processing industries and 4.13
crore as a fund to 75 FPOs (Farmer
Producer Organisations) being promoted
under the mission. “The way our sisters
served the country through SHGs in
Corona is unprecedented. Be it by making
masks and sanitisers, delivering food to
the needy, awareness work, the
contribution of Sakhi groups has been
incomparable in every way,” He added
that India has at least 420 million Jan
Dhan bank accounts, of which 55% are in
the name of women. He urged the SHGs to
raise awareness about single-use plastic
and work on its alternative. He also urged
them to take full advantage of the
government e-marketplace.

Under Modi Government, two important

schemes to support entrepreneurship and
self-employment by helping set up micro-
enterprises — Standup India and Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojna (PMMY) have
women as their biggest beneficiaries.
Standup India is a four years old scheme,
under which bank loans of Rs 1 lakh to Rs
1 crore are facilitated to at least one
scheduled caste or scheduled tribe and one
woman borrower per branch of scheduled
commercial banks. According to the
Ministry of Finance, over 81 per cent of
account holders are women. As of
February 17, 2020, 73,155 accounts were
held by women, while Rs 16712.72 crore
has been sanctioned under the Standup
India scheme. Out of the sanctioned
amount, Rs 9106.13 crore has been
disbursed for setting up “greenfield
enterprise,” according to the statement by
the ministry. Similarly, for PMMY
launched in April 2015, out of over Rs
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22.53 crore loans sanctioned till January
31, 2020, more than Rs 15.75 crore loans
extended to women — 70 per cent of total
borrowers. The scheme intends to give up
to Rs 10 lakh loans to the non-corporate,
non-farm small/micro enterprises
classified as Mudra loans given by
commercial banks, regional rural banks,
small finance banks, microfinance
institutions and non-banking financial
companies.

The government has been pushing several
such schemes to promote women
entrepreneurship and increase women
participation in trade and business.
Atmanirbhar women are at the centre of
the vision of the New India of the Prime

Minister.
AUTHOR: DR ADITI NARAYANI
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

MAITREYI COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
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The Challenge of India's Urban
Development

rban development has been one

of the most discussed topics in

the twenty-first century across
the globe. The world has understood the
power of cities, ranging from boosting a
country's economy to providing green
solutions to climate change problems. The
majority of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) can be linked to the
development of sustainable cities. India is
at the forefront of this urban revolution
and is transforming at an unmatchable
pace. Cities are known to be the engine of
a country's economic growth. Cities bring
together the workers and industries
leading to co-location and co-existing
benefits. Cities provide wider economic
benefits arising out of the agglomeration
externalities. Various studies have
indicated a positive relationship between
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urbanisation and a country's GDP per
capita. Indian cities contribute to more
than 65 percent of the country's GDP and
the number is expected to be more than 75
percent in the coming years. 80 percent of
India's tax revenue is generated by urban
areas. However, planned and strategic
planning of cities and timely development
of required infrastructure are the key to
unlock the unquantifiable opportunities.

According to the Census of 2011, India
was 31 percent urbanised. However, a
World Bank report, 2016 claimed that
regions with 'urban-like-features' covered
more than 55 percent of the land in 2010.
The urban population in India is expected
to double between 2018 and 2050, from
461 to 877 million. The rise in urban
population is majorly due to migration
from rural to urban areas in search of a

better standard of living, the 'mutation’ of
rural areas into urban areas and general
population increment. The population
increment in the existing cities has led to
higher human density, irregular and
haphazard expansion of city boundaries
and proliferation of slums to
accommodate the 'urban poor'. The
urbanisation process has also put the
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) under
tremendous stress. The 74th Amendment
of the constitution lays out the
responsibilities of the ULBs that give
them tasks from providing the basic civic
amenities to developing the required
infrastructure for urban development.
But, the ULBs in India have failed to
provide regular water supply, maintain
public health, street lighting and sewerage
system, and provide for an effective solid




ARTICLE

waste management system. The urban
facilities like parks, gardens, roads,
bridges, etc fail to meet the basic standard
requirements. The Covid-19 pandemic
has raised serious concerns over the
development of cities and higher human
densities in a region. However, it is not the
density to be blamed, but the lack of
infrastructure to support the human
density.

The lack of infrastructure has been
highlighted by various studies since the
beginning of the twenty-first century, but
no serious concern was given to it until
recently. One of the major reasons behind
the shortage of infrastructure is the
shortage of finances. Though the
constitution laid out the responsibilities,
no matching municipal finance list has
been provided. This has pushed maximum
ULBs in a condition where it has become
difficult for them to fund their revenue
expenditure (salaries and day-to-day
maintenance), leave alone to provide for
development activities. The fund crunch
has pushed them into a 'poor service-poor
revenue' trap. The own sources of revenue
of the municipalities have collapsed. Over
the years, many of their taxes have been
submerged into the state, and central taxes
and the municipalities have not received
their due compensation for the same. The
taxes still in their control, like the property
tax, have not been exploited to their
potential. The ULBs are completely
dependent on state and central
governments for grants. On the other
hand, the state governments have failed to
setup State Finance Commissions (SFSs)
on time to study the requirements of the
local bodies. Failure to develop proper
amenities has affected the revenues of
state governments too. The lack of
required skills to assess and manage the
funds and the inefficient planning of fund
mobilisation is the major reason behind
the collapse of JNNURM and is now
affecting the Smart Cities Mission as well.
Both the programmes had to face a fund
crunch where the states failed to provide
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their share in time, forcing the central
government to stop its share of the fund. It
calls for a long-term sustainable solution
to funding urban development.

According to the McKinsey (2010) and
High-Powered Expert Committee
(HPEC) report on the investment
requirements for urban infrastructure
services, India would need to spend 3 to 5
percent of the GDP every year to support
the demands of the rising urban
population. The Budget 2021-22 has
taken much-needed steps in this direction.
The creation of National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) with a target of more than
7,000 projects along with setting up of
Development Financial Institution (DFI),
which will provide funds for
infrastructure and act as a catalyst to
attract more investments from foreign and
private investors, will ease out the
situation for bodies working under acute
fiscal stress. The government is also
working to monetise the assets of the
government, which are lying idle with
different ministries and government
authorities. This will help the government
in raising funds either by selling the land
as done by various countries, especially
China, or by using it as collateral to
borrow money. India should now move on
from short-term borrowing to long-term
borrowing for 30-35 years at lower
interest rates.
governments should also help in reviving
the municipal bond market, which has
almost collapsed due to the inefficiency of
the local bodies, lack of transparency in
accounts, and the excessive reliance of
local bodies on higher levels of
government for funds.

The central and state

While borrowing is one part of the
solution, it is equally important to finding
amethod to repay the debt without putting
a significant burden on the government.
The tax Increment Financing (TIF)
method is one option that has been
practised widely in the US, Canada,
Australia, and many European countries.
It is a payment mechanism based on the

escrowing principle. The method escrows
the incremental land and tax values that
arise due to the infrastructure
development and uses the stream of
payment to service the debt used for initial
funding. The TIF method can be
combined with different Value Capture
Financing (VCF) tools and also be
incorporated in the Public-Private-
Partnership (PPP) models and Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) models. Some of
the commonly used VCF tools that can be
combined with the TIF approach are
betterment levy, impact fees, sale of land,
sale of Floor Space Index (FSI), vacant
land tax, land use conversion charge,
transfer of development rights, etc. Along
with the TIF method and VCF tools, the
government needs to initiate a process to
strengthen the municipal finances as they
will form the backbone of urban
development in India. To begin with, they
must be compensated for the loss in
revenues due to the taxes that have been
submerged. The loss of revenue due to
GST must be compensated by providing
ULBSs with a share in the divisible pool of
resources. The government should deploy
specialists in the ULBs to clean their
financial accounts, promote transparency
and accountability, and help them in
raising money using municipal,
infrastructure and green bonds. This
money will act as seed money to bring out
the ULBs from the 'poor service-poor
revenue' trap. State governments need to
be strictly advised to set up and follow the
recommendations of SFCs and stop the
excessive intervention in the functioning
of ULBs. These are some of the
preliminary actions that are required to
initiate planned and strategic
development of urban areas to achieve the
SDGs, raise the standard of living, boost
the economy, eradicate poverty and
provide basic amenities to the Indian
citizens.

AUTHOR: ABHISHEK MALHOTRAIS A
PHD SCHOLAR WORKING IN THE FIELD
OF INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING.
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India's New Education Policy 2020
ushers in the dawn of the new era

her education

NATIONAL
EDUCATION
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"Till date, we've been focusing on "What
to Think' in our education policy. In the
NEP, we're focusing on 'How to Think'."

Hon. Prime Minister of India Sh.
Narendra Modi

The Ministry of Human Resource
Management, Government of India,
released its New Education Policy 2020.
This policy restructures the convention
and rote learning method to include a new,
more pragmatic approach to knowledge
dissemination. The policy is rooted in the
fourth SDG, which aims to "ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all." The policy
architects have imbibed the difference
between schooling and learning by

C

providing encapsulated pedagogy at
different levels.

CURRENT SCENARIO

India has the largest number of school-
going children. Moreover, 41 per cent of
the population is less than 18 years of age,
nearly half of whom are girls. Further, the
largest number of children are under
lockdown as most schools remain closed,
and classes continue through various
technologies. Interactive Voice Response,
Community Radio, TV, WhatsApp, and
various Internet platforms. The state
governments are using a wide range of
apps for public schools.

Despite the government's efforts to launch
apps to reach out to children in rural areas,
education is interrupted, specifically for

girls. According to government data, the
average Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of
school students at elementary level in
2015-16 was 96.9 per cent, secondary
level at 80 per cent, senior secondary level
at 56.2 per cent. In 2018-19, the overall
GER of students at the elementary level
stood at 91.64 per cent, the secondary
level at 79.55 per cent and the senior
secondary level at 58.56 per cent. A
comparison of the annual enrolment data
indicates that a significant proportion of
children start dropping out of school after
Class 8 for various reasons. All the
measures taken to bring them back have
failed so far. To arrest the trend and ensure
100 per cent GER up to secondary level by
2030, the New Education Policy 2020,

53



ARTICLE

unveiled by the Union government
recently, provides for a multi-pronged
strategy.

A NEW FOUNDATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

The New Education Policy 2020
deconstructs the old three-level academic
structure (primary, 10 +2 years of senior
secondary) into four levels (foundation,
preparatory, middle and secondary stage)
of the new academic structure. The goal is
to develop a targeted curriculum for each
stage, inclusive of experiential learning,
critical thinking, and scientific temper
development. The student assessment
will be holistic of the overall school
experience and not a grade-wise marks
based judgment. The curriculum will
promote pride in the mother tongue
through multilingualism.

The policy revamps the teacher
recruitment and training by advanced
teacher professional development,
opportunities for career growth and
participation in academic leadership.
Moreover, an imminent focus on the
students belonging to the (SEDGs) Socio-
Economically Disadvantaged Groups
such as gender identities, socio-cultural
identities, differently-abled and socio-
economic conditions.

The government of India aims to promote
the spirit of entrepreneurship from an
early start. Therefore, the curriculum is
integrated with vocational education at all
levels. The purpose is to focus on areas
based on skill gap analysis and mapping
of local opportunities. The target is to
provide vocational education to at least
50% oflearners by 2025.

SEAMLESS MOBILITY AMONG
DISCIPLINES

One of the important takeaways of the
NEP 2020 remains the seamless mobility
between arts and sciences, vocational and
academic streams, curricular and extra-
curricular learning. It aims to eliminate
the harmful hierarchy among different
areas of learning. More often, students are
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propelled towards one discipline without
being given an option to explore the
subjects of the other discipline. The
students can, hereon, opt for psychology
while studying for pre-med. Education is
a public service and not a commercial
activity and hence must be considered a
fundamental right of every child.

FLEXIBILITY IN HIGHER
EDUCATION

The NEP 2020 provides an imaginative
and flexible curricular structure that will
enable creative combinations and offer
multiple entry and exit points, thus
removing currently present rigid
boundaries and creating new possibilities
for lifelong learnings.

The structure and the length of degree
programs shall be adjusted accordingly.
The undergraduate degree will be of either
3—4 year duration, with multiple exit point
options within this period, with
appropriate certifications such as a
certificate for one year, diploma for
completion of two and years and
Bachelor's degree for a three-year
program.

The higher educational institutions will
have the flexibility to offer different
designs of Master's program

* A 2- year program with a second year
devoted to research for those who have
completed 3 — year Bachelor's degree
program.

e For students completing 4- year
Bachelor's program, there could be a
one year Master's program

 Five year integrated
Bachelor's/Master's program

* A PhD program will require either a

Master's degree or a 4 — year
Bachelor's program.
The M.Phil. program shall be

discontinued.

The curriculum, continuous assessment,
pedagogy are the cornerstone of quality
learning. The institutions will integrate
their academic plans to accommodate

holistic learning. The institutions will
provide continuous support and
mentorship to students belonging to
socio-economically disadvantaged
backgrounds.

Online education will provide natural
access to quality higher education. Online
education will be renewed through a
concerted, evidence-based approach
while adhering to the strict quality
standards.

INDIA'S ROLE AS VISHWA GURU
(GLOBALTEACHER)

The higher educational institutions will
facilitate cultural interaction through
foreign exchange. Research/teaching
collaboration, faculty exchange via
MOUs will be initiated to teach and learn
from the world. The institutions will
facilitate smooth credit transfer to
different institutions in India and abroad.
The policy provides for foreign
universities to establish their campus in
India and vice versa.

IMPLEMENTATION OF NEP2020:
FROM DAVID TO GOLIATH

Any policy is as good as its
implementation. It requires participation
from multiple stakeholders and several
agencies of the government, along with
timelines and plans for review. Most
importantly, it requires a humane
approach to education. The multiple entry
and exit point guard students to be victims
of a rigid education system during the
detailed crisis. The NEP2020 is highly
ambitious, and so is the will of the current
leadership.

Dr. Pooja Paswan is an Assistant
Professor in the Department of Political
Science at Jamia Millia Islamia
University, New Delhi, India. (This is an
extension of the article published in the
American Society of Public
Administration PA Times)
AUTHOR: DR POOJA PASWAN. JAMIA
MILLIA ISLAMIA. (THIS IS AN
EXTENSION OF THE ARTICLE

PUBLISHED IN THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION PA TIMES)
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