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EDITORIAL

Vaccine Century: UTTH Aid] &t Hehed fed & SF RY TUFTE b
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TR doht a1 & fore 3rgd Tl fore. Tm &) 91 HeTiRY & YaTdgdl ! Sdd §U daRi & SHReI
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THaT SRR & YR §s 9 TaY Ugd g o 3R Thedrg- abs &1 gl dadiiH ol 718, TeTTH A WY 1
AT 2021 H1 AR B UG Siot oft. 98 H da STa 3! el 3113,

BT g & P Isat A W dfiT e iR U= ufehar § e o1 Ugd 3, A o d 98 39
HTH 3w g1 T dl I FTieRt &g A IaTs. HRd o fasrasita ¢ & e safaal & aaie fira
3P o TRBRT SRUaral o IR &1 AT $1 T3, S P forg aril bl JRI&d 3@ & I1-
Y SR Y §ATE [T Ht Ageayuf o1, srferae & gam & fid 2 dra ais U 9 3Hfd &
3 ToheT B1 TN 1. 1Y & AT bl S & FoTE Tl T R Al ers, Afewhd gfaur Suasy
BT, TS HedT0T 33 TISTT TS Y A fabar. 37 Tt gifaat & Ty 2 & oy kg & 100 RS
BRI IRIH P Sl & A& B GRS a1 TR R, A WTTH P Aed SR = P AT SIS bl Gl
g
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Y BT Heayul THd BidT 5. SISIRI H A9 Bl 5. G+ HHMT (0= B & HeaH J AGH! bl
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Vaccines, India and the Promise of
Fighting Against All Odds

ndia's vaccination drive started on 16

January. Since then, it has become the

second country, only after China, to
administer more than a billion doses - a
feat achieved in 278 days. As of now,
more than 30% of the eligible population
has been successfully vaccinated with at
least two doses of the vaccine. When the
plan was first laid out, critics across the
world were skeptical of India's ability to
design an effective response to the deadly
pandemic and scale its vaccination
program. Today, the country has
developed expertise to inoculate more
than 25 million people in a single day,
which equals the entire population of
Australia and five times the population of
New Zealand.

As the second-most populous country in

the world, such a colossal plan and
response is a template for world leaders to
dwell on. The instrumental success in not
only procurement but also distribution set
India on a steep curve of seropositivity -
one that was mastered by quickly and
effectively responding to the real-time
data being received by the Government.
India established self-sufficiency in
vaccine procurement quite early. First, by
means of manufacturing the Covishield
vaccine inside the country, made possible
by the Serum Institute of India, the largest
vaccine manufacturer in the world.
Second, by developing Covaxin, India's
first indigenous vaccine to fight COVID-
19 given by Bharat Biotech.This
remarkable achievement can be attributed
to a wide-ranging set of policy decisions

and public support. One of the many
successes has been the synergies between
different ministries of the Government
from facilitating vaccine development to
the establishment of grassroots
accessibility. The logistics and supply-
chain management have been marvelous,
permitting the delivery and
administration of vaccines to the remotest
areas of the country. The creation of the
CoWIN platform is another defining
feature of India's immunization
campaign. It allowed for the vaccine drive
to remain equitable, scalable, trackable
and transparent. It provided a centralized,
systematic framework for assuring
documentation while also allowing for
flexibility and ease during the process. In
accredited centers around the country, the

Image credit: DADO RUVIC / REUTERS
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people-centric application removed
information asymmetry while also
ensuring vaccine administration
legitimacy. Coupled with hardware' like
AADHAR as one of the many weapons in
India's digital arsenal today, delivery of
quality services at scale has been made
very easy.

“It also ensured that a poor worker could
take the first dose in his village and the
second dose of the same vaccine in the
city where he works, after the required
time interval” remarked the Prime
Minister on the CoWIN platform, aiding
the vaccine administration to the huge
migrant population in our country. To
further enable equitable distribution, the
Government made all vaccines available
at zero cost. High price points have
historically been a huge barrier to
accessibility and such a move promised to
not discriminate against anyone on the
basis of their income status.

Policy decisions were also cautiously
taken, relying on evidence and science.
This provided confidence not only to the
government officials but also to the
medical professionals guiding the process
and implementing the drive. Separately,
such decisions also boast of the country's
developing vaccine-manufacturing
ecosystem and the intensive push in R&D.
However, the most remarkable thing

about India's COVID-19 immunization
drive is the unique collaboration between
the Government and the industry.
Domestic Vaccine Manufacturers have
praised the government's openness and
assistance throughout this endeavour,
praising regulatory improvements,
streamlined procedures, prompt
approvals, and the government's openness
and cooperation. This goes a long way to
establish the strength in India's resolve for
better relationships with the private sector
in the country; it is a strategy that is at the
heart of India's economic policy.While
multiple such policy measures aided the
success, it is necessary to realize that the
onset of the vaccination drive was marked
with multiple challenges that made an
effective rollout difficult.One of these
challenges included systematic hesitance
towards the vaccines. This reluctance was
overcome through a consistent effort from
the frontline health workers, especially
ASHA workers and PHC doctors in the
rural areas of the country. The strength
and resilience of the Indian people are
evident through India's impressive
vaccination rate which is significantly
better than the global
averages.Community engagement and
interpersonal communication to address
'vaccine denialists' as well as the
misinformation and irrational fear
towards the vaccines have been extremely

essential for reaching these
ambitious immunization
targets. In September, the
average daily dose
delivered climbed from 2
million in May to 7.8
million. At the same time,
days taken to administer 10
crore vaccine shots have
more than halved since
January.

Despite such a herculean
task at hand, India
continued to lead by
example in an effort to make
vaccines more accessible at
a global level. In October
2020, it jointly proposed to the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) with South
Africa a waiver that would allow
countries to not enforce their intellectual
property rights related to COVID-19 in a
bid to democratize drugs, vaccines,
diagnostics and any such information that
could be helpful in achieving herd
immunity.

In fact, it is in this spirit of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (World as One Family), the
Government of India stepped up and
distributed more than 60 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccines to 95 countries and
also joined hands with the COVID-19
Vaccines Global Access, COVAX. Above
all, India's success story is unique because
ithappened against all odds - peak vaccine
hesitancy, huge population with little
organized data and an overburdened
healthcare system among other reasons.
India's story is evidence that strong
political will can equip a country to
traverse any and all adversities. It is a
telling tale of Prime Minister Modi's
Bharat, establishing a powerful image at
home and abroad.

AUTHOR: PRATHAM KALRA,
BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
(HONOURS), SHRI RAM COLLEGE OF
COMMERCE

ANANYA DHANUKA, BACHELOR OF
ARTS, ECONOMICS (HONOURS), SHRI
RAM COLLEGE OF COMMERCE



o say that the Modi-led

government has been a revelation

since its inception would be an
understatement. The amount of impact it
has had on people's lives goes beyond
mere figures and statistics. While the
country as a whole has been reaping the
benefits of good governance under the
Modi-led government, I'd like to focus on
the North-East in this article by
highlighting a few notable developments.

For so many decades, it seemed as though
there was a sort of an 'Iron Curtain'
between the North- East and “mainland
India.” I say this because, while there was
asemblance of development in the region,
italways seemed cold, forced, and many a
time, patronizing. The North-East was
more like a buffer zone: a strategic area to

counter and keep external forces at bay.
This statement is buttressed by the fact
that Dr. Manmohan Singh never visited
Nagaland in his two terms as the Prime
Minister of India. Of course, he would
happily visit Congress-ruled states.
Inclusivity has never been the strongest
feature of the INC. With the coming of the
Modi-led government at the centre, the
winds of change have been blowing
across the North-East. Every now and
then, you have Union Ministers visiting
the region as a result of which emotional
integration with the rest of India is also
taking place rapidly. Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi ji himself has been to
Nagaland. Most importantly, the region is
witnessing unprecedented development.
With Prime Minister Modi ji emphasizing

ARTICLE

Modi Sarkar: Transforming Lives,
Ensuring Dignhity

on Act East Policy with special focus on
the North-East, the region is experiencing
massive tectonic shifts and it is expected
that things will only get better and better.

Alot of firsts are taking place in the North-
East. Connectivity had always been an
issue in the region but one can now
confidently state that this particular
problem is being mitigated. While efforts
are being made to bring the North-East
under the railway map of India,  must also
state that air connectivity is rapidly being
ramped up. Air routes have been increased
with cities and capitals of the region being
connected to major cities across the
country. Regional air connectivity has
also been given a boost, thanks to the
UDAN Scheme. Ten to fifteen years ago,
one could never have imagined Dimapur
being connected to Imphal or Shillong to
Dibrugarh via air. The sky is now no
longer the exclusive realm of the high and
the mighty. The common man, too, has a
place. It also goes without saying that
roads are also being constructed and
upgraded on a massive scale. With North-
East being the gateway to South-East Asia
and projected to become the growth
engine of the country in a matter of years,
it is indeed no surprise to see the region
and its people being accorded top priority.
As Hon'ble PM Modi ji has rightly
pointed out time and again, India
progresses only when the North-East
progresses.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana is another
initiative of the Modi-led government
which has ensured a dignified and
respectable living standard of the people,
especially that of women. Nagaland is one
of the major beneficiaries of this
particular scheme. I must also point out to
the various fruits, vegetables and
agricultural produce from the North-East
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being provided with GI Tags,
subsequently resulting in farmers'
incomes being elevated. For the first time
in the history of Nagaland, the world
famous King Chilli (Raja Mircha) was
exported to the UK. If this was not a
recognition of the potential of Nagaland's
farmers, I don't know what is. Another
life-changing initiative of the Modi-led
government is the Jal Jeevan Mission
which ensures tap water connection to
every rural home. This has particularly
been beneficial for women as they now
need not walk kilometres on foot to fetch
water. A silent revolution of sorts — with
one simple tap water connection, lives
have been transformed. All this has been
possible due to the far-sightedness and
vision of Hon'ble PM Modi ji.Perhaps, the
most important contribution of Hon'ble
PM Modi ji in the transformation and
development of the North-East is his
commitment towards ending insurgency
and armed movements in the region.
North-East being a restive region where
even a small spark can lead to massive
fires, Hon'ble PM Modi ji has done
exceptionally well to bring peace and
tranquillity. No other Prime Minister has
been able to achieve what he has achieved
in this short period of time. It is his
conviction and duty towards the nation
that drives him. There is certainly no

doubting his credentials. Be it the Bodo
Peace Accord or the Karbi Peace Accord,
Prime Minister Modi ji has emphasized
peace as a prerequisite for development
and progress of the region. The protracted
Naga political issue has also been handed
a new lease of life after the Modi-led
government came to power; with the Gol
and the NSCN-IM signing the Framework
Agreement in 2015, and the Gol and the
NNPGs signing the Agreed Position in
2017. It is expected that an honourable
solution to the decades-long political
issue will soon be arrived at. What the
Congress couldn't achieve in its decades
of (mis)rule since independence, Prime
Minister Modi was able to do so within a
few years of coming to power, which goes
to show his dedication and commitment
towards enduring peace and a stable India.
He has often expressed his keen desire to
herald a new dawn of hope, peace and
development in the North-East and the
people of the region have strong faith in
him to deliver on his promise. The people
of India recognize Modi ji as a strong and
decisive leader for whom national interest
is supreme. It is only natural that they pin
their hopes on him. It is also with this hope
that the BJP Nagaland Unit is working
tirelessly in its endeavour to reach out to
the people and selflessly serve society.

Long neglected, ignored and given a step-
motherly treatment, the North-East is now
receiving proper care, attention and
respect under the Modi-led government.
The pace at which emotional integration is
occurring is simply phenomenal. I can
boldly proclaim that the people of the
region for the first time feel as though
they're also truly Indians without any
inhibitions. If you ask me what the
greatest achievement of the Modi-led
government is vis-a-vis the North-East, I
will gladly point to that fact.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji is a class above the rest. He does
not subscribe to the old bureaucratic
method of solving problems and that is
what makes him unique. There is a
humane element to the way he approaches
and tackles problems. His hands-on
approach is the most outstanding feature
of his leadership. It is our prayer and hope
that he will continue to lead India for
many more years to come. Under his
dynamic and visionary leadership, India is
rapidly transforming and it won't be too
long before the North-East actually
progresses and develops along the same
wavelength as the rest of India.

AUTHOR: BENJAMIN YEPTHOMI
STATE BJYM PRESIDENT, NAGALAND

Ministry of Development
of North Eastern Region
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New India's Growth Story-Women
led Development

here is a very interesting quote by

G D Anderson which reads,

“feminism isn't about making
women stronger. Its about changing the
way the world perceives that strength- it is
so much more than you would ever
expect.” The quote well encapsulates
Prime Minister Narender Modi ji's
women centric government model. The
governance under Prime Minister Modi
has seen transformation from women's
development to women led development.
In such grand vision the position of
women has been seen as a nucleus for the
growth of not only women per se but also
entire nation. Unlike the prior perception
of women to be the passive recipient of the
yield of development, the governance
under Prime Minister Modi ji has
reimagined the position of women as
architects of India's progress and
development. “On the occasion of
International Women's Day on March
2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji
had invoked indomitable spirit of Nari

Shakti by reaffirming how India fully
endorse the motto regarding women
empowerment of United Nations- think
equal, build smart, innovate for change.”

In this regard, Modi ji has implemented
multi sectoral schemes that recognized
the true potential of the women of India,
empower and emancipate them and
provide them with a platform from where
they could contribute to the development
of the country. On 15th August, 2020, he
gave an opportunity to the women to get
permanent employment in the Indian
Army and Navy, that earlier was not
imaginable. The aim of sustainable
development Goal 5: Gender Equality
also facilitated the realization of other
SDGs that ensured multi-prolonged
holistic development. For this he
emphasised upon capacity building in
sectors such as health, education,
nutrition etc. Year 2017 saw the initiation
of the Pradhan Mantri Matri Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY) wherein the pregnant
and lactating mothers were given direct

benefit transfer (DBT) to meet the
enhanced nutritional requirement and to
compensate for the loss in wage. The
scheme in 2019-20 set a milestone by
reaching out to the one crore
beneficiaries.

Likewise, there has been a high impact on
the improvisation of the women's health
and access to sanitation. Earlier women
used to cover some distance to openly
defecate. It was not only unhealthy but
also the women did not feel safe. Swatch
Bharat Mission Gramin tried to resolve
this pertinent issue. The mission aimed at
an increment from 39 percent in the year
2014 to 100 percent in the year 2019.
Under the scheme 10 crore toilets have
been built since 2014. As per the UNICEF
study on Access to Toilets and Safety,
Convenience and Self Respect of Women
in Rural India published in February, 2020
highlighted how the Swatch Bharat
Mission Gramin not only saved time of
the women but also safeguarded their
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respect by constructing toilets. Other than
this scheme the government is also
committed to promote the health and
well-being of the pregnant ladies and the
feeding mothers. Under the Prime
Ministership of Narender Modi ji the
maternal mortality rate saw a steep
decline from 167 in the year 2011-2013 to
114intheyear2016-2018.

In the field of education, Sukanya
Samridhi Yojana was launched as a part of
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao so as to impart
free education to the girl child. This
yojana has already benefited more than
three crore young women. The scheme
has led to the visibilization of women in
the higher education. “For instance, there
has been an increase in PhD enrolment of
women to 43.82 percent in 2018 from 40
percent in 2013-14 because of various
measures taken by the government, such
as women candidates being allowed a
relaxation of one year for M.Phil and two
years for PhD in the maximum duration,
i.e. two to six years respectively as per the
University Grants Commission (UGC), in
2016.”

The Prime Minister has also taken
measures to empower women financially.
Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana scheme over 18 crore women in

rural and urban sectors have now access to
the formal banking and avail other
financial services. By enabling them
financially the government intends to
build a healthy society and family.
Through the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana, the Government of India
tried to enhance and build capacity of
more than 73 lakh women and trained
them to reach the standardisation of the
skill of the women. Under the Support to
Training and Employment Programme for
Women (STEP) scheme an initiation was
taken to train and skill the women so that
they are enabled to find employment for
themselves. Also, the Prime Minister has
taken ample steps for adequate social
security benefits for women workers.
Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill,
2017, Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code, 2020 are few
schemes floated to protect the rights of the
working women.

“From defining the nation's first
menstrual hygiene protocol, amending
the Medical Termination Pregnancy Act
of 1971, giving women reproductive
rights over their bodies and increasing the
fetal gestation period from 20 to 24
weeks, welcoming more women recruits
in the NCC, which will now be extended

1.https://www.thecovaproject.com/cova-conversations/tag/g.d+anderson accessed as on 27th October, 2021.

2. https://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/report-being-a-woman-in-modi-s-new-india-2837977 accessed as on 27th October, 2021

3. Ibid

4. https://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/report-being-a-woman-in-modi-s-new-india-2837977 accessed as on 28th October, 2021.
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to border and coastal areas, to
criminalising the inhuman and
unconstitutional practice of instant Triple
Talaq, and setting up a committee to
explore an increase in marriageable age
from 18 to 21 years for women, the Modi
government has truly exhibited a bold,
women-friendly approach which is both
mature and modern, and something which
no other government in post-Independent
India can dare boast of.”

Thus, to sum up one can easily agree that
the government's initiative under the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji has been
a pathbreaking. Modi ji's continuous
efforts to strengthen women's agency and
build socio economic capacities has had a
great share of contribution to the women
led development. It is because of such
efforts that women have become an
integral part of nation's security and
defence architecture. New India's growth
story today focusses upon progressive
legislation, skill building, universal
education and many more. All this is
possible only because of the revolutionary
vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ji. He has converted the position of
women into a leading force in the nation
building.

AUTHOR: DR NEHA SINGH IS AN

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE,

MATA SUNDRI COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY
OF DELHI.
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Online Education: An Opportunity

estrictions imposed by the

Covid-19 pandemic caused a

wholesale shift in the medium of
delivery of education across the country.
We had parents, students, and teachers
glued to the screens during this period. No
doubt, a large number of students who
were otherwise attending schools and
colleges in person were unable to access
the education due to many factors. IIT
Bombay set an example by collecting
donations of nearly 5 Crore Rs.
exclusively to enable its students to
participate in online education. However,
I'am hopeful that these hurdles for a larger
population will be overcome in the future
as the internet and smartphones become
more accessible. 1 was involved in
assisting professors to deliver online
lectures to the students during the

pandemic affected semester. My own
participation in this process made me
think about the possibilities that the online
delivery of education may have for us.

Unbundling of education

It will be useful to look at the concept of
unbundling before going ahead.
Unbundling refers to breaking apart a
service into smaller parts. In the current
system of education, a student pays for 6-
8 semesters of learning at a single place
from a single set of teachers. Ifa teacher at
some other college in the same city is
teaching a particular subject better than
others, students cannot simply go to that
other college. If a university is offering
some advanced level courses which your
own university is not offering, you cannot
simply change the university. Unbundling
exactly tries to overcome this

shortcoming of the existing system of
delivery of education. Unbundling was
not possible in the past when the means of
communication were not available
widely, but the falling prices of internet
services have made communication
technology available to many more
people. In an online mode of delivery of
education, it is possible (at least in theory)
that you are able to study courses from 5-6
different universities over the course of a
UG degree in any discipline. It is even
possible to study courses from different
disciplines under this model. Account of
student listing all such credits obtained
from different places may be maintained
online. Unbundling will encourage
competition among colleges and teachers
to do better to attract students. Currently,
few online degree programs are available.
Quick search on EdX shows the cost of
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about 10,000 USD for a fully-online MS
in Analytics from Georgia Tech, USA.
Same degree costs 50 to 100% more if one
decides to study on campus of Georgia
Tech. However, only US citizens may
apply for this online degree for now. Costs
may go down further in future once we
encourage competition among institutes
and teachers. Such programs, if designed
by premier institutes from our own
country, may create another revenue
stream for those institutes.

This competition will not affect only
costs. Such a competition will push for
innovation and creativity among teachers.
It will demand that the teachers also
become content creators. Teachers will be
creating videos, images, GIFs, interactive
videos, texts etc. to make learning more
interesting for the participants. Such
competition will contribute towards
improving the quality of education.

Better late than never

The online delivery of education also has
a potential to allow people to continue
learning even when they are employed or
could not continue with their education
because of economic reasons. Adding
new skills to remain updated with

Image credit: alexdndz

changing times is another feature that a
person employed will find in online
education.

MS-CIT, an introductory course in IT
launched by MKCIL (Maharashtra
Knowledge Corporation Ltd.), is a
relevant case to discuss. The course was
launched in 2001 when computers were
appearing in offices, but still were not so
common in homes. When I completed
secondary school certificate exam in
2007, the course was popular among the
students. Many were learning computer
for the first time. They had not got the
training of operating one in their school
and neither they had computers at their
homes. Formally, about 1.35 crore people
have completed MS-CIT course so far.
The beauty of this 3 months long course is
that it is taught through a tiny private
computer centers spread across the state.
Even many adults got their lessons in
using computer through such private
computer centers.

Some steps in this direction are already
being taken by different players. E&ICT
academy of IIT Guwahati, continuing
education programs of IIT Bombay and
IISc Bangalore, a fully online BSc Data

ONLINE
EDUCATION IN INDIA

Science degree of IIT Madras are some
prominent examples from technical
education. After studying the situation
during pandemic, UGC too has taken
some steps by proposing a hybrid mode of
learning. Predictably, this move of UGC
has attracted protests from teachers'
organizations. The organizations are right
in saying that a move to online mode of
education will reduce the number of
teaching posts. However, the
improvement in the quality of education
and convenience to students will be far
greater. It is time to look at the education
sector beyond an employment scheme for
fresh graduates.

Citizens who are eager to learn all the time
are an asset to the country. Learning need
not be looked through a narrow purpose of
climbing professional ladders. Education
empowers people to stand up for
themselves and make an informed
opinion on important issues. It is time that
government takes some quick steps to
enable a faster growth of online education
in our country.

AUTHOR: MR. KEDAR G. BHIDE
PHD STUDENT, IT BOMBAY

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
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The Rise of an Indian Defense
Industrial Complex

he second NDA government

under Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has many achievements to
its credit, but perhaps its jewel in the
crown is the creation of a permanent and
deep Defense Industrial Base (DIB) in
India.

I would submit, that for a country to be
considered a “Great power” it needs a
deep and significant DIB with the
following characteristics, namely (a) the
capability to manufacture entire platforms
(ships, aircraft, tanks, submarines etc) as
opposed to systems (like software) or
small arms ( assault rifles, grenades etc),
(b) ability to design and innovate new
weapons and systems , (c¢) backward and
forward linkage with the civilian sector.
Atpresent only four or five countries have
this kind of deep DIB (US, Russia, China,
maybe France and UK).

In India the growth of DIB has been
impeded by a lethal mix of ideology,
inertia and corruption.

The liberals and left have been
traditionally hostile to the very idea of the
DIB. This is because they fear that
somehow a strong defense industry will
collude with the military hierarchy to
promote militarism and aggression. The
term for this alleged nexus is the Military
Industrial Complex (MIC). With this one

-

Indian Defense Industry

L

can add a general distrust of the military
itself (what if there is a coup?) and the
private sector (socialism), that has
stymied reforms in the military as well as
the defense industry.However it seems to
me that those that subscribe to this view
misjudge the strength of our democracy
and the integrity of our armed forces. |
shall also add that these people also
somehow fail to see the escalating
military buildup of Pakistan and China.

For those of us who believe in national
power and prestige, a strong DIB is a
“positive good”, to be desired.

I would point out that DIB is in fact
essential for four good strategic reasons:-

Firstly, availability of local military
supplies in sufficient quantities reduces
the logistical constraints of the forces and
allows them to fight longer and reliably
(increased battle readiness). In modern
wars there will be no opportunity to
mobilize civilian assets to military use, so
a peacetime war production infrastructure
isrequired.

Secondly, a strong DIB allows a nation to
become a security provider from a
consumer. It enhances the
Comprehensive National Power of the
State

Thirdly, the DIB is a source of value for
the nation's shareholders, jobs for the
workers and tax for the
Government.

Finally the military is a prime
consumer of disruptive
technologies that subsequently,
revolutionize various civilian
sectors. The Internet, GPS and
even computers are products of
the US DIB. . It enhances the
country's position in the Global
Innovation Index.

India had taken some early steps to set up
a DIB. The DRDO was established in
1958, the Defense PSUs came into
existence between the 1960s-1980s. The
Ordnance Factory Board goes back
almost 200 years, in some form or the
other.

Unfortunately the successive Congress
Governments that ruled the country since
the 1980s paid only lip service to self-
reliance. The development of indigenous
products through DRDO and DPSUs
(Arjun tank, LCA Aircraft, etc) proceeded
like an academic exercise - without any
input from the military, any direction from
political executives, or any timeline for
product induction.

All major purchases were made from
foreign vendors, and they often involved
massive levels of corruption involving
middlemen.

The Vajpayee Government (1999-2004)
sought to break this template. It allowed
the private sector entry in defense
production (2001) and created dedicated
structures like the Defense Acquisition
Agency.

Unfortunately in 2004 the Congress was
back in power, and so was inertia and left/
liberal ideological baggage.

Mr .A K Anthony in his eight year tenure
as the Raksha Mantri failed to make any
meaningful reforms in the acquisition
procedure, or the defense industry and left
behind almost 100 billion dollars' worth
of military hardware purchase pending,
degrading the capacity of our armed
forces. From 2006 to 2014 India became
from the sixth largest, to the largest
importer of arms in the world (approx.
70%) (SIPRI, Trends in International
Arms Transfer 2020).

Prime Minister Modi and his team in 2014
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therefore had an uphill task.

The main challenge that the Government
faced was integrating private players in
the defense acquisition infrastructure,
because the public sector, by its own, has
proved inadequate.

The NDA Government, incrementally
introduced the layered “preference
model”. There are five kinds of
participation with different levels of
priority (introduced through DPP 2016).
The first in priority lists lie the
Indigenously Designed, Developed and
Manufactured (IDDM) category ,
involving products that was indigenously
designed with 40% Indian content or 60%
Indian content ( on cost basis). The next
level of priority is given Make in India [ &
II products. The difference between the
two is that under the former the
Government provides 90% of the
development costs, while in the case of
the latter, who mostly targets prototypes,
no development cost is provided. The
Strategic Partnership Model envisages
cooperation between Indian entities and
foreign Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) involving
technology transfers to set up domestic
manufacturing infrastructure and supply
chains. Finally there is the Buy Global
model whereby procurement is made
from a foreign manufacturer with around
30% offsets (contractual amounts
outsourced to Indian suppliers). There are
specific reservations for MSMEs under
the 'Make' procedure.

This was backed by liberal issuance of
industrial license to private companies
(539t0 333 companies).

A negative list of 209 items have been
introduced that must compulsorily be
procured from domestic manufacturers.

The Government gave high priority to
startups and innovation, having set up the
iDEX scheme for fostering a defense
startup ecosystem. In 2021 1000 crore has
been dedicated to it. Presently there are
some 194 start-ups in the defense-tech
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space.(https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1739049)

Three takeaways from these reforms.

First the Government has diametrically
reversed the Congress policy of excluding
the private sector and is now hand-holding
it. At the same time there is no
discrimination against DPSUs that still
garner majority of the defense capital
expenditure.

Second DIB is no longer being seen
through an ideological lens but as another
sunrise sector of the economy. It is now
integrated with wider industrial initiatives
in  “Make in India “, “Atmanirbhar
Bharat Initiative” and the PLI
scheme.Third the Government has
backed up its “policies” with authentic
projects.

The contract for inducting 83 Tejas
aircraft in the Indian air force was finally
completed in January 2021 (project
pending since 2001). This is India's first
big ticket IDDM project. The project P-75
I submarine contract was concluded in
July, 2021 (pending since 2008) .The
project is under the Strategic Partnership
Model.Presently two Defense Industrial
Corridors are being constructed in Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. They have
already drawn substantial investment
from DPSUs and the private sector.

The Government acted as an enabler to
India's defense exports that grew during
2015-20 ata CAGR of 35 per cent— from
around Rs 2,000 crore to Rs 9,000 core.
The MoD's target for the year 2020 is
around Rs 35000 crore (around USD 5
billion). The State facilitated this process
through Export Promotion Cell (EPC) in
the Department of Defense Production
(DDP), Defense Attachés in Embassies,
and Certification of Fitness to firms and
liberal industrial licensing. (Samuel C
Rajiv,https://idsa.in/idsacomments/prom
oting-defence-exports-sscrajiv-310321).

In September 2021 the OFB itself was
corporatized and restructured into 7
public sector companies. Corporatization

is expected to enhance corporate
governance and efficiency in the
organization.

The domestic initiatives have been
supported by diplomatic push towards
Strategic Partnerships, like the Defense
Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI)
(August 2018), with the US. Under DTTI,
the US has commitments to supply high
technology and dual use items to India.
Thus we have a technology pipeline from
the established players, unlike, say China
that often has to resort to IPR theft and
industrial espionage.

The increase in the FDI level in the
defense industry to 74% has facilitated
joint development and other technology
cooperation (e.g. the Tata—Boeing JV that
builds fuselage for the Apache
helicopters).The industry level reforms
have been followed up by wider reforms
in the defense acquisition bureaucracy.

The Defense Acquisition Procedure 2020
streamlines the acquisition procedures.
The stress is on simplification, delegation,
reduced timelines and making the process
as Industry friendly as possible. The
creations of the office of Chief of Defense
Staff and Department of Military Affairs
have significant indirect effects. These
measures rationalize the military decision
making, and in effect frees up the
Department of Defense under the Defense
Secretary, to concentrate on capital
acquisitions rather than military
housekeeping and operational matters.It
is to be noted that for the past seven years
the country has been immune from
defense corruption scandals.

Thus through small and firm steps and not
flash and thunder, the NDA-II has set up
the firm foundations of a capable and
broad-based DIB in India. Considering
India's past track record, this is an
achievement no less than Bhagirath
bringing the Ganga on Earth.

AUTHOR: SUVRAJYOTI GUPTA
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, CENTER FOR
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION,

JINDAL GLOBAL LAW SCHOOL



A WHR & A= b Uy Thal!
Rfea TeA & srarar gard! faRiy &
Pls W YR o1 §1 8T & & U=Id
PRIk S gAId ISR 3§
ST AT ISMT g1 S8 HISTUT B
TS 40 T HRA &1 T o1 o
Rt drehd &1 foreh X U faued ol
fme samn 81 o/ga | g A &
A dTell g TRBR A Bhad G- edU]
& &7 H 9gR B P Wl ¢ dfcd
yaTe ¥ s yal R H oo wwde
AT I B Ugdl g¥E a1 g3 o
STaRT & & H AIBG oI o
S aTel A &1 ol Te A TRDPR €@l
F Ty gt fAofa o 7 i e e
81 Th RW IR e fifqal & 9
R YRd HRAT & §1G AT R &
A=t 1 T 38T 8, T8 80 IS W
3P TR & Y 3T WBR A Al
Hudh RIUT forar 81 WaR SiFeH,
FHeT 3R A AT SRft TRy
qioTe & WEH ¥ WHR T 987
H-HUBHR] G0 $H SR AT
BB | PN ST & WY Hfaua fauer
H1 9T ARG B o T & Udfid

g g S A
Tdaodt ® A
gdweff| fojiy &
fo foiy &1 fagey
EARISEIREEaRe ]
P! SFdT 2019 &
gal # R 9
TSt B bl Bl
ElESEIESER
&1 g faueft ot
HIUY 3R 3T g
b TR T ST o [HolTS T qHSH
¥ fou R 78 81 fed e af 3
SIS BT 16 $ Y BT Bl AR o
& famef & TEdRE WHR & Tvg
WST B B B 81 G &1 Thichd
T8 2 fo s ard aul A Aidl ReR &
Hifaal @ uget IR Wt frari B QR
T IE S 3|

PRAMSIH Fae gfs

AN P HY &F T TR et dg4 &
ferg Y & ot i st rggardn
eyt YftreT fFund foars g @ 8
TS, Id1 AT IATE 3R Fedl P
fratd| &, 3% & BIC fpumi &l Aetgd
I & YA i, gde 3R faded
JATGA P doit F T¢I & ¢ UiedTe |
54T 39 990 SN &F I Sherdt &
AR §G1 BT HRU fHaHl & YD
aRem, IS B FI@Ar 3R URd
WHR & HN Td frar ot o
21 8T &l & Il § forg avg B framt
H YT Wb T e fou g,
Iq s aaAhiediadigl

WHR & gRT TR by ¢ =1 it

ARTICLE

¥ 2021-22 T Ugel! faATS! It S
I 9 ¥ Ihd W IdG (Sterdn o
20.1 BRI B RpTe IS o B S B
B & U O & uraT T g, fore
& auf 3t uge fomfedl & TmaR
famra R 9t 8 | wgi iy o are fa et
2021-22 &1 ggal faare! & 4.5 ufa=a
! Holgd gfa oo B! TS 81 98t st
Iy 2020-21 F! Ugal fadTe H 59 & 1
3.5 Ufa=rd gfs g8 ot U1 2019-20
T a3 3B B gfa gs At

YRA WNHR BT HY Td fam o
fifet & HRU < A Rpig @
3Id1ed T4 wread fafd & U sram
fora o1 @ €1 9 2020-21 & W
I BRI 30.86 BRIG ¢ BT RDIS
SR R fCER ¢ w gl o s ad
DHIIATH 1.11 FRAS T b § | HRA
f3% TR W 3 HN 3R Taferg Iaret
1 U IAGH ¥ 81 ¥ H garg
3R fadgd Ided & fou fafid
T ¥ B fohaml 3 391 IUS Y
W aern 21 a¥ 2020-21 F SRA ST A
Fd fadg St Ra1e 36.10 ffera
e SHAd § S 99 2019-20 &
3dTe &1 ga-l | 2.88 fAfera e
3 1 3T IRE TN 2020-21 H arail
BT IUIG 2 BRIS 57 ARG - 3§ Fahdl
g1 78 fUsd 91d & gohed Hd 36
ARG A TeT g |

Ol WPR A 59 aRg B bl &t
THT Wb ¥ Urere ey e, I
M BN F &z o e 9¢t 8 1 SN Tt
Rz Rig AR & gafes waa S
gor & gUR, gAad i g
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Is China's Dream Fading?

An Analysis

The challenges before China will have a 'collateral effect' on its quest for the

China Dream.

n the last one decade, China has been

largely known for anything but the

bad reasons on various fronts. Be it
economic cooperation and trade relations
with others, weakening of
multilateralism, more belligerent naval
outreach, diplomacy or relations with the
neighborhood, suppressing of domestic
dissent and rising centralization of power,
the general perception across the globe is
largely of Chinese state turning more
'bridle and hostile' to the genuine interests
of others in a hurry to what they call as
realization of 'China dream'.

If one has to speak with much clarity and
understanding, the change of power in
China which began with the 18th Party
Congress of the Communist party of
China (CPC) in November, 2012 brought
the new leadership in China, led by the
newly elected President Xi Jinping. While
the power transition that happened was
much progressed and realized in line with
the party precedent as established in
China, since the post Mao years. But the
larger question, which comes to mind, is
something, which relates to the

competing conflicts, continuing
unpredictability and implicit iniquity
within Chinese politics. One example of
this can be of recent lockdowns in China,
at the time when the world is coming out
and is settling with the post corona
economic growth and social stability.

At the very outset of the Corona crisis,
from the very beginning till now, the
Chinese state remained always tight-
lipped and unanswerable, looking to
cover up serious questions on lab leak
theory, number of casualties and poor
vaccination supply. To put it more
precisely, a better and well-informed
scientific community with valid statistics
and data on the Coronavirus origin would
have been able to save humanity from this
tragic loss and pain. To add more on this
front, in recent years the crippling
Chinese economy and the challenges of
'New Normal' growth is raising the
question on the efficacy and ability of the
Chinese state to realize the China dream.

In contemporary global politics, the
nature of geo-politics and diplomacy
demands every other country to act in

valid pursuit of their national interests in
harmony and compatibility with the
global peace, order and growth. The
unilateral perusal of 'aggressive
diplomatic posturing' on many issues
serves no purpose for the Chinese state,
which is looking for a more center-stage
role in global politics. A more belligerent
China is more likely to face resistance
from other major powers given the present
geo-politics trends.

As the reading suggests, I would like to
throw some light on three specific
external, economic and political reasons,
which have not only dented the image of
China as 'responsible stakeholder' in
regional and global politics rather have
raised alarming questions on the efficacy
of Chinese economy and party-state to
survive these challenges in the long-run.
With new questions blooming up on the
diplomatic and economic fronts for
China, the leadership is expected to act
with a more 'prudent approach' and
flexible political choices, if they wish to
realize what they call the 'China Dream'.

Firstly, in the last decades the bilateral
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relationship between India and China has
witnessed considerable ascendance on
various fronts. Under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi India
pushed for wider economic engagements
with China in setting of industrial parks,
highways and railways, infrastructural
and skill development, solar energy,
fostering a model for 'developmental
partnership' with China. However, the
recent border clash with Indian forces
Galwan valley and consistent Chinese
attempts to 'change the status quo' on
ground in violation to the agreed border
agreements has severely affected the
bilateral relations. The unwarranted
Chinese endeavors at the border has not
only widened the 'bilateral trust deficit'
but has also turned the regional security
more hostile and vulnerable. The same
happens to Chinese aggressive posturing
in South China Sea turning the
relationship much hostile with its coastal
neighboring states including Japan. The
desultory confidence of the Chinese
military is diminishing the spirit of China
's dream and is in no way serving the
purpose of global peace, stability and
growth.

Secondly, ever since China gave the call
for 'New Normal' seeking long-term
solutions to its economic demands and
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necessities. The situation does look better
either on domestic or external fronts.
Much recently, there has been a stricter
crackdown on power consumption in
China, which is largely driven by rising
demand for electricity and surging coal
and gas prices. As the data suggests, China
is facing its worst 'power crunch' in the
post reform era. The post Covid economic
recovery is boosting demands from
households, businesses, enterprise and
manufacturing sectors. Given strains in
the production chain and weak links in
coal supply links, the Chinese state is
coming up with strict regulations to face
the situation.

Interestingly, while the restrictions are
raising questions from civil society on the
ability of the Chinese state to deliver on
power supply, it is also badly affecting
China's huge manufacturing industrial
base, textile production, food processing
and steel industries. The leading industrial
and economic hubs of China like Jiangsu,
Zhejiang and Guangdong are worst
affected, which account for nearly a third
of China's economy. With new curbs on
factory and industry systems, the over
shadow of Evergrande's real estate crisis
and global call to cut carbon emission
levels, the Chinese state finds itself in a
hugely complex and challenging

situation, which also
owes its origins to the
policy choices made in
Beijing. The situation
well predicts the
shrinking of China's
economy having a
related effect on its
global influence and
ability. Thirdly, in the
last one decade the
'centralisation of power'
has witnessed an upward
trend in China. Under the
rule of President Xi, the
long practised system of
'Collective leadership' in
modern China has come
to an end. Backed by new
constitutional
amendments and with the promulgation
ofaseries of news laws to strengthen 'new
security framework' in China, the state has
largely been laying off and charging many
high level party and military officials,
some business and state owned
enterprises (SOEs) heads on account of
corruption. This new set of 'power
consolidation' under the existing
establishment is also giving way to
'simmering voices' from different sections
of Chinese elites. It appears clearly from
this that the Chinese party state is
surrounding itself with challenges from
domestic competitive party politics.

To sum it up, China has preferably been
engaged in a kind of 'competing
partnership' on various levels with major
world powers. However, if China
continues pushing with its 'wolf warrior
diplomacy', without genuinely addressing
these concerns on domestic and external
fronts, it will certainly have a 'collateral
effect' on quest for China Dream by the
party state.

AUTHOR: DR. ABHISHEK PRATAP SINGH,
HOLDS PHD IN CHINA STUDIES FROM
JNU AND IS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,
DESHBANDHU COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY
OF DELHI.
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It's Raining Reforms in 2021

ndia soon will be celebrating 75 years

of independence. India stands at a

crucial juncture in the emerging new
global order. 21st century is dubbed as the
Asian century. The path undertaken by
India at this crossroads would
significantly determine the scale and
speed at which India progresses. The past
year has exposed some underlying fault
lines in our economy and the urgent need
to do away with old and rigid structures
and embrace the flexible and reformed
architectures which would lay the
foundation of India of 21st century India.
The government in the recent past has
undertaken bold and dynamic reforms
which have marked a paradigm shift from
the policies of yesteryears.

Opening up to the Private Sector

2021 marks 30 years of the industrial
reforms carried on in 1991 when India
was on the verge of the Balance of
Payments crisis. The initial years
witnessed tokenistic disinvestment and
the private sector didn't have any
substantial role to play in the economy.
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee government
with its clear vision and reformist attitude
successfully started strategic sale of sick

PSUs to unleash the energy of the private
sector in the 2000s. However, things took
a U-turn in the period of 2004-14 due to
the coalition concerns of some socialistic
parties. With the arrival of the bold and
energetic Narendra Modi government in
2014, the hopes of the country got
reinvigorated with regards to strong and
transformational policymaking. The
government had tried for strategic sale in
the initial years however there was a lack
of an institutional framework for the
same. The Budget 2021 and the policy
announcements set the right tone in this
regard by formulating an institutionalized
framework for strategic disinvestment of
PSUs.

Central PSEs were initially created to fill
gaps in the economy where the private
sector was not willing to invest. Given
that the prevailing business environment
in India is largely characterized by a
dynamic market economy and vibrant
private sector, this approach may no
longer be required. Thus, the lead taken by
the Centre to implement its agenda of
privatization/disinvestment at this
juncture is both appropriate and welcome.
The government has “no business to be in

business" lends further credence to that
intent, and evokes the hope that a new era
is emerging in which the private sector is
lauded for its role in nation building. The
policy's objective is to minimise the
public sector's role and create new
investment space for the private sector, in
the hope that the infusion of private
capital, technology and management
practices will contribute to growth and
new jobs. The proceeds from the sale of
these firms would finance various
government-run social sector and
developmental The
government capital and management
bandwidth would be put to a better use
resulting in more bang for buck spent.

programmes.

The recently concluded successful
disinvestment of Air India at such
challenging times reflects the single-
minded efforts of the government and will
pave the way for disinvestment of bigger
public sector enterprises. The new
disinvestment template is significantly
simpler and faster, and better aligns
stakeholder incentives and goals.
Disinvestment from this point onwards
should be much faster than the Air India
transaction that can be regarded as early in
the learning curve of the current round of
disinvestment.

Asset monetisation and value creation

Every unutilized asset is an opportunity
foregone to make something bigger and
better for our country. Public assets such
as roads, railways, airports, shipping
terminals, pipelines, mobile towers and
other land and building, financial assets
are spread throughout the country. They
are controlled by departments of Central
Government, Public sector units or the
respective State Government where the
asset lies geographically. Many of these
public assets are sub-optimally utilized or
are unutilized; which simply means that it
is not using its maximum potential which
could have been gained by exploiting it
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commercially at a market valuation.
Government is targeting to unlock
optimal value from these public sector
assets which have not yielded potential
return. This process of converting assets
into economic value is termed as Asset
Monetization.

Now here's where the government
initiative of National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) comes in. NMP is
envisaged to serve as a medium-term
roadmap for identifying potential
monetisation ready projects across
various infrastructure sectors. It is
designed to unlock value in brownfield
public sector projects by tapping private
sector capital and efficiencies,
transferring to them revenue rights but not
ownership in the projects, and using the
funds so generated for greenfield
infrastructure creation in the country.

There are a plethora of benefits that can be
harnessed by virtue of NMP. Firstly, it
reduces the government's fiscal burden
and provides flexibility to use funds for
exclusive focus on greenfield and high
priority projects. It also improves the
efficiency of the PSUs by optimal
utilisation of the assets and trims the
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market borrowings by PSUs. Secondly, it
encourages private sector participation in
brownfield core assets that have stable
revenue streams. It also creates a deep
pool of private investor and attracts long
term institutional investors. Thirdly, on
the economic front, it leads to asset price
discovery and improves quality of assets.
It also furthers the agenda of balanced
regional development and long term
economic growth.

Are Disinvestment and Asset
monetisation akin to selling goose that
lays the golden egg?

Critics argue that these reformist ideas
come at the cost of selling the 'family gold'
of the government. However, these
criticisms don't stand much substance and
credibility as the NMP entails
monetisation of rights for a fixed time
duration and not the ownership of assets.
The ownership of these assets will still be
with the government and the assets would
be duly returned to the government after
subsequent value creation by the private
sector. When it comes to strategic
disinvestment, the government is aiming
to unleash the animal spirits of the market
economy by establishing only bare
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minimum presence in the four strategic
sectors and totally exiting from the non-
strategic sectors. This will enable the
government to effectively rationalise its
expenditure and focus on productive
investments and quality value creation for
various social initiatives. The public
exchequer money would be fruitfully
utilised rather than for recapitalisation of
sick public sector units. This creative
destruction of capital will help in
catalysing the animal spirits of the young
workforce to put India on the path of $5
trillion economy.

Good economics is also good politics.
There has been clear and bold political
economy messaging by the government
when The
government has undertaken reforms by
convictions and incentives taking into
account the interests of all the
stakeholders. The ball is now in the court
of the private sector to fully capitalise on
the opportunities and work closely with
government to achieve the vision of
'Amrit Kaal' of the Prime Minister.

it comes to reforms.

AUTHOR: UDBHAV RATHORE

GRADUATE FROM SRCC, UNIVERSITY OF
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Bharat of 21st Century - Collectivist
by Spirit, Atmanirbhar by outlook

AATMA-NIRBHAR

BHARAT

he central role that a family plays

in our Indian or other Asian

cultures - whether it be the
Japanese, the Korean or the Chinese -
cannot be under-emphasized. Growing up
in an Indian household, you become
congenial to collaborative decision-
making on matters of not only shared but
also personal consequence. But times
have been changing and so are the
influences upon a traditionally collectivist
culture like ours.

The uptrend in globalization and market
economy over the past three decades has
brought about a noticeable difference
between the perspectives of the older
generation and the millennials/ Gen Z. For
a generation that naturally prefers staying
in a'world without borders' of Twitter and
Instagram, the meaning of 'self' and 'other’
alters significantly. Those who are 'their

very own' for the older generation are
becoming the 'other' for us, while what
constitutes the 'other' for them is valued
by us as our near and dear ones.

With a change in priorities of individuals
in an aspirational country like ours, more
people have moved out of traditional
groups based on kinship, wherever
needed, and concocted exclusive relations
based on their values and perspective on
life. In a nutshell, we are observing a
gradual shift in India from a highly group-
oriented societal framework to an
individualistic one. A society where
without value judgements importance is
laid on personal autonomy, space, and
privacy over maintaining immutable
blood relations.

So, does that make our society highly
individual-oriented like the United
States? Or is India still a highly

Image credit: Vector lllusion

collectivist society? What is better for the
21st century Bharat? Interestingly, India
of 2021 is co-opting individualism with
collectivism. It is oscillating between the
two and learning to manage a cleavage
created by advent of individualism in a
traditionally collectivist culture.

You may wonder, “Why should I care?”.
Well, research suggests that the
individualism-collectivism cultural
dimension has robust social, economic,
and institutional effects. An individual's
behaviour like propensity to save,
willingness to contribute to their society,
and interest in innovation, which
eventually affects the long term growth of
a country, depends on their conception of
'self'.

Gerard Hofstede - a notable Dutch social
psychologist who has pioneered research
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on cross-cultural groups and
organizations analyzed the culture of
various countries based on six factors.
One of these six factors is the 'index of
individualism'. It measures the degree to
which people in any society look after
themselves and their direct families only.

As per the index, the Americans stand out
as self-centered individualists with a
score of 91, whereas, the Chinese with a
score of 20 prefer loyalty to defined
groups in exchange for protection.
Meanwhile, we Indians, with an
intermediate score of 48, show both
individualistic and collectivistic traits.

One one hand, as a kid raised in an Indian
family, you're most likely to have learnt
the philosophy of karma yoga - to take
ownership and responsibility for your
actions and decisions. But at the same
time, in the most crucial decisions of your
life, your own dear ones might dissuade
you from being atma-nirbhar and instead
weigh you at the altar of public opinion.
There are dozens of such instances in our
everyday life which make us realise how
independent we are, and yet so
interdependent. In fact, we witness this
hybridity even in our political system. It's

Image credit: Chinnapong

neither federal nor unitary -- it is quasi-
federal.

But the important question is, how can
India possibly benefit out of this hybridity
- a collectivist spirit but an individualist
outlook? Or can it at all? The answer lies
in our recent experiences as a nation.

As the world was disrupted by the
coronavirus, we observed how the United
States struggled to keep its citizens inside
their homes while anti-lockdown protests
erupted in America in the name of
freedom and human rights. At the same
time, the Chinese citizens were shunned
by the social vigilantes working on behalf
of the Chinese Communist Party to
question their own government on the
origins of the virus. But between the two
was India. Here the collectivist culture
extended the much needed social
conformity to the government decision of
imposing nationwide lockdown as well as
the individualist tendencies ensured that
people take proper precautions like
wearing masks to public gatherings or
sanitizing hands after a handshake
without worrying about 'what people
would say"!

But just like anything, both individualism

and collectivism are two-edged swords.
Many youngsters today also resort to
narcotics every year in the name of
individual freedom while many others
practice social vigilantism in the name of
collective responsibility.

Evidently, neither individualism or
collectivism is good or bad in itself.
Misinterpretation and excess of anything
is dangerous. Therefore, what India
makes of this amalgam of individualism
and collectivism eventually depends on
how the youth of our country endeavours
to make the best of both the worlds.
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Visionary Benchmarks to
expect from the Nep, 2020

National Education Policy

here has been a significant

amount of academic discussion

about the long-term effects of the
National Education Policy, 2019. It is safe
to assume that the NEP, 2020, would have
a considerable impact in the coming
years. It is also a welcome step and shows
the government's willingness to work on
this much-needed area that long needed to
be addressed. There have been various
concerns, or rather challenges, which the
average Indian student has to face in their
academic life. Whether it is the dilemma
of taking extra classes post-school hours
to enhance their skills which are usually
non-academic or choosing one of the
three streams (sciences, humanities/arts
or commerce) that are offered after
completing middle school, which limits

the scope and potential of any student of
the areas they want to pursue and the
career choices they would pursue going
ahead. With limited choice, a policy to
emphasise learning rather than rote
learning and holistic development was
needed. The NEP has tried and addressed
some of these challenges. This article will
cover the NEP's vision and how it would
impact the students as we advance.

As mentioned in the NEP draft 2019,
Education in ancient India wasn't viewed
as something to be "attained or "achieved"
but was viewed as a means for preparation
for life beyond schooling and, at large, to
face the hurdles life offers. Ancient India
had a favourable research ecosystem; it
should not be forgotten the notable
contributions the Indian scholars such as

Panini, Charaka and Sushuruta, Chanakya
and several others have had on the world
knowledge in a wide array of disciplines
right from mathematics to politics. But
this natural advantage that India held
concerning the culture promoting holistic
and life-long Education was somewhere
lost going forward and especially
deteriorated during colonisation. The
NEP is different from the previous
policies introduced by the government.
The previous policies focused primarily
on accessibility and equity, and the issue
of quality of Education was neglected or
not given the due attention it deserved.
The focus on quality education also
perfectly aligns with the sustainable
development goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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SDG4 seeks to "ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all" by
2030 and what the NEP draft, 2019
proposes is that equity and accessibly and
quality of Education are dimensions that
shouldn't be viewed separately; rather,
both the concepts are inter-related and
have to be looked at collectively.

Interconnectedness is a keyword
highlighted in the NEP draft policy. It
seeks to propose that through early
childhood care and Education, multiple
entries and exit options at various levels in
the higher education level. The policy
recognises the importance of early
childhood education as stated in the NEP
draft policy, 2019, the document states
that the "Evidence from neuroscience
shows that over 85% of a child's
cumulative brain development occurs
before the age of 6, indicating the critical
importance of developmentally
appropriate care and stimulation of the
brain in a child's early years to promote
sustained and healthy brain development
and growth." A study titled "Early
Childhood Education Impact" undertaken
by Ambedkar University, Delhi, in 2017,
showed that a significant proportion of
children in India who completed pre-
primary Education, public or private, did
not have the needed school readiness
competencies when they joined the
primary school. The NEP, 2020 has
envisaged targeting this very concern at
the grass-root level itself. A pedagogic
framework has been envisioned under the
NEP, 2020 where a 5+3+3+4 design,
consisting of the Foundational Stage (in
two parts, that is, three years of
Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 years in
primary school in Grades 1-2; both
together covering ages 3-8), Preparatory
Stage (Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11),
Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages
11-14), and Secondary Stage (Grades 9-
12 in two phases, i.e., 9 and 10 in the first
and 11 and 12 in the second, covering ages
14-18). This restructuring of the
framework educational attainment is one
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to adapt to the student's changing needs in
today's day and age. The developmental
concerns in each stage require special
attention, and such a framework would
introduce a change in this direction. A
notable feature of secondary Education
that the NEP 2020 hopes to achieve is to
shift from the strict compartmentalisation
of disciplines going forward. The
hierarchical preferences attached to
different streams would be shunned away
by increasing the flexibility of choosing
subjects of the student's interests and
motivations. Another impediment that
was faced, especially later on in higher
Education and even while working, is the
emphasis on gaining a certain level of
competency in the English language is
kept.

In contrast, the other languages are just an
additional requirement, but this, as
discussed widely in editorials and
debates, NEP has introduced the mandate
of the medium of instruction to be in the
mother tongue of a particular region at
least till grade 5. This would promote
multilingualism and a sense of identity
among the children and de-stigmatising
the notion of English being the superior
language. When we look at countries like
Germany, France, China, or Japan, the
national identity and the pride they hold
through their language is an inspiration
and an example of how English is not a
measurement of how "developed" a
nation is. With the new developments
taking place daily, the skills required ten
years back are very different from the
skills required today; in this regard, the
curriculum would be designed in such a
fashion that contemporary subjects such
as Artificial Intelligence, Design
Thinking, Holistic Health, Organic
Living, Environmental Education, Global
Citizenship Education, etc. would be
introduced at relevant stages. This
initiative would help the student gain
skills that would follow today's industrial
needs. As we advance towards higher
Education and focus particularly on

research, the introduction of the National
Research Foundation under the NEP is a
welcomed initiative given the fact that
only less than 1% of the country's
approximately 40,000 higher education
institutions engage in research has also
been highlighted in the NRF draft policy.
The NEP 2020's main objective regarding
higher Education is to end the
fragmentation of higher Education by
transforming higher education
institutions into large multidisciplinary
universities, colleges, and HEI
clusters/Knowledge Hubs, which is a
requirement given the concerns that the
soviet faces cannot be put into strict
disciplines and would require an
interdisciplinary approach for the
research to be implanted at the societal
level. Another dimension which has also
been addressed is the universality of
standardisation of teacher's Education
with the introduction of four-year
undergraduate programmes with a
specialisation in Education along with a
degree from a particular discipline,
particularly B.A., B.Com & BSc along
with Education would be introduced after
12th, this would help in only those
students as we advance with teaching who
genuinely have a passion for the
profession rather than merely looking at
teaching as means of attaining security.

The scope and the potentiality of the NEP
on the educational attainment and
development of the young
demography of the country will be
unprecedented and given the fact that by
2030-2032 India would be the third-
largest economy at over ten trillion. To
sustain this growth, it would be
imperative to look at the knowledge
ecosystem as a key driver in furthering the
country's growth.
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