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Editorial

The State of Uttar Pradesh has always been subject to severe stereotypes. Even the
entertainment industry has not shied away from portraying these stereotypes of absolute
lawlessness and backwardness in movies and series like Mirzapur, with the only significant
economic activities being those related to ones run by gangsters and the mafia. Stereotypes
do possess a certain level of truth to them. However, in this case, they merely portray a
picture of Uttar Pradesh before Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath came into power.

People suffered gross injustice due to the state of the executive and maladministration
under the former governments. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath understood that although
most of these issues seemed fairly complex, their solutions were rather simple. He
understood that Uttar Pradesh needs a strong foundation for the State - Law & Order,
Education, Industrialization, and Public Infrastructure, all of which are inextricably
interlinked and crucial for developing any State.

The economy is directly linked with the law & order situation since no company or
industrialist would be interested in investing in a State where their enterprises are not safe
and are at the risk of being subject to various crimes. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
immediately started one of the largest recruitments drives to increase the State Police
force's strength by 1,50,000 servicemen to address the acute shortage of police officers. The
massive crackdown on mafia raj is unprecedented in the state's history and has broken the
back of organised crime.

A new sense of security amongst the industrialists and the common citizens, coupled with
various policies to encourage investments, was one of the initial steps undertaken by the
BJP government. It led to the State leapfrogging to the 2nd Spot on the Ease of Doing
Business Rankings. The State has also organised large-scale recruitment programs fairly
and transparently, which has won back the trust of its people. The growth of industries in
Uttar Pradesh and the several development projects undertaken by the State have created
large-scale employment for its citizens resulting in the unemployment rate dipping to 4.1%
in2021 compared to 17.5% before 2017.

Since 2017, there have been significant positive changes ranging from the revision and
updating of the educational curriculum in the State to setting up eminent institutions such as
the Uttar Pradesh National Law University and more than a dozen new medical colleges.
The exemplary manner in which Uttar Pradesh handled the corona pandemic despite a
weaker state apparatus and scarcity of infrastructure is a lesson inefficient management and
leadership.
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The state has benefited immensely from the effective implementation of the central welfare
schemes. Under Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojna, 45 lakh houses for rural and urban
beneficiaries are either built or approved. Under Aysuhman Bharat, 6 crores 47 lakh people
now have a health insurance cover. Under Swachh Bharat Mission, 2.61 crore toilets have
been built in UP. 1 crore 67 lakh LPG cooking gas cylinders have been distributed in UP
under PM Ujjwala Yojna. Under Saubhagya Yojana, 1 crore 41 lakh free electricity
connections were given in UP. 11,000 Janaushadi kendras have been open for generic
medicines at affordable prices. Under Mudra Yojna, 1 crore 39 lakh entrepreneurs have got
loans, and 7 crore new bank accounts were open in UP under Jan Dhan Yojna. 37 lakh
people in UP are enrolled under Atal Pension Yojna, 63 lakh under PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojna, and 2.38 crore under PM Suraksha Bima Yojna.

Under PM Kisan, 2.53 lakh farmers get direct income support, 2.22 crore farmers are
covered under PM Fasal Bima Yojna. 87 lakh farmers have benefited from loan waivers. Rs
1.42 lakh crores of record payment have been made to 45 lakh sugarcane farmers. The crop
procurement at MSPis atarecord high. In2021, 56.41 lakh MT wheat was procured against
7.97 lakh MT in 2016. Similarly, in 2020-21, 66.84 lakh MT paddy was procured at MSP,
and atotal of Rs 12,491 crore was paid to farmers directly in their bank accounts.

Along with developmental work, Uttar Pradesh is also regaining its cultural glory. Ram
Mandir is being rebuilt, Kashi has been reinvigorated, and several other projects in places
like Chitrakoot and Vindhyachal are in full swing. Uttar Pradesh's unemployment rate has
fallen to around four percent. It has already reached the second position on the GSDP
rankings, which is a testament to good governance in UP under the 'Double Engine Ki
Sarkar'. The Chief Minister has truly taken a step towards breaking stereotypes by building
the foundational pillars for a prosperous state. If things continue the way they are, it will not
be soon before Uttar Pradesh is synonymous with development and dedicated growth. Uttar
Pradesh is already being called 'Expressway Pradesh'!
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Darjeeling hills, Terai, and Dooars -
The Demand for Land

arjeeling is a name synonymous

with the most famous and

expensive tea in the world. The
history of Darjeeling hills, Terai, and
Duars though ancient, is closely
intertwined with the tea industry in the
modern era. The British interest in the
Darjeeling region was owing to its
strategic location as a frontier outpost
conveniently situated between Tibet,
Nepal, Bhutan, and China. In 1835, they
took over the region from Sikkim to
establish a sanatorium for the soldiers. As
the British interests in the region
increased, so did their need to ensure the
economic viability of their outpost.
Experiments with various crops were
undertaken, till finally in 1841 Dr.
Archibald Campbell, a surgeon with a
passion for horticulture successfully grew
tea bushes in his garden at Beechwood,
Darjeeling.

Under the British, tea went on to become
the mainstay of the economy for the entire
North Bengal region and one of the most
profitable trade. While tea ensured
economic well-being for the Brit
enterprises, it spelled doom for the local

Their traditional lands were

tribes.
usurped, old-growth forests were cleared
in favour of monoculture plantations, and
revenue from the tea economy was used to
make the British tea merchants and their
families rich, at the cost of local tea garden
workers and the environment.

Landless Tea Garden Workers

Of all the discriminations faced by the tea
garden workers, their deprivation in terms
of land rights remains stark. To this day
the tea garden workers do not have access
to land. They may have worked in the
gardens for generations, yet they do not
have any Parja Patta (land rights) to their
ancestral land and the homes they live in.

Even though land reforms were
introduced across West Bengal from 1978
to the mid-1980s, through which
sharecroppers and landless farmers were
given land rights, but such reforms were
not implemented in the tea belts of North
Bengal. Even today, the majority of the
people living in Darjeeling hills, Terai,
and Dooars do not have the parja patta
rights i.e their ancestral lands registered in
their names. The plantation workers

continue to operate in a semi-feudal set-
up, whereby if they do not send someone
to work for the tea garden, the tea
company holds the right to ask them to
leave their ancestral homes because
technically the land rights rest with the tea
company and not the worker or his family.

In 2019 the West Bengal government
permitted the tea companies to use 15% of
the land in the garden for 'alternative use
purposes.' Today, five-star hotels are
being constructed in the tea gardens, but
the workers continue to be deprived of
their basic rights.

Landless Cinchona Garden Workers

Around the same time, starting from
1861-62 Cinchona plantations were set up
in Darjeeling and Kalimpong hill region
under the direction of Dr. Thomson
Anderson, Superintendent of the Royal
Botanical Garden, Calcutta. For decades
Malaria had been the leading cause of
death, and the British government needed
these plantations to provide quinine to the
hospitals. By 1906, Ranju Valley Block —
comprising of Rangbi and Mungpoo
Divisions; and Rayang Valley Block
consisting of Sitong and Labdah
Divisions had been established. Starting
with Mungpoo (1862), Munsong (1901),
Rongo (1938), and Latpanchar (1943)
four quinine factories had been setup. Ata
point in time, these plantations were
spread in an area of over 26000 acres and
provided direct employment to around
7000 people.

However, much like in the tea industry,
even those employed in these Cinchona
gardens too were deprived of their land
rights by the British. Sadly even 75-years
after independence, those working in the
Cinchona gardens too are yet to get their

parja patta (land) rights.
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Landless Forest Villagers

In 2006, the Parliament of India passed
the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 also known as
the Forest Rights Act (FRA 2006). This
landmark act recognizes the rights of the
forest villagers, tribal communities, and
other traditional forest dwellers to forest
resources for meeting their needs. The
FRA 2006, requires that all forest villages
inhabited by people must be converted
into revenue villages and land rights and
ownerships are to be transferred to the
forest dwellers.

In 2013, the West Bengal Government
issued a notification to convert forest land
to revenue villages across the state.
Gazette notification for conversion of
Forest Villages into Revenue villages was
issued for the neighboring districts of
Jalpaiguri and Alipurduars in 2014 itself.
However, the West Bengal government
did not take any steps towards conferring
the same rights to the forest dwellers of
Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts where
around 2.6 lakh people live in Forest
Areas.

District Improvement Fund - A
colonial tax system

Even after 75-years since independence,
around 24 Mouzas in both Kalimpong and
Darjeeling districts have been kept under
the so-called “District Improvement
Fund” management system. Also known
as the DI Fund system, it was developed
by the British to prevent the locals from
acquiring properties in the areas where
white settlers were based. Under this
regime, the District Administration
managed the land at their discretion and
charged exorbitantly high revenue to keep
the locals away.

Moreover, the funds generated under this
system and revenues collected are not
appropriated to the state exchequer, but
rather it is used as a discretionary fund
managed by the District Administrator.

For the past 75-years, the succeeding West
Bengal governments have continued with
this unconstitutional land tenure system,
whereby people living in these properties
are being forced to pay exorbitantly high
revenue on an annual basis, with no
guarantee of permanent settlement.

Justice Awaits — Hopeful people

Even as our nation celebrates 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav,’ I must confess the
people from Darjeeling hills, Terai and
Dooars have not much to celebrate about.

ARTICLE

Nearly 90% of the people here are
deprived of their Parja Patta land rights.
This deprivation would not be possible
anywhere else in the state or the country.
But here in West Bengal, the minorities
from the North Bengal region have been
rendered politically too marginalized to
be able to make their voices heard.

They await justice and the right to their
land.

This is why people from the region have
overwhelmingly supported Hon'ble
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In Modi
Ji they see their only hope to get justice
from this tyrannical system, which has
kept our people deprived of their natural
rights even 75-years after Independence.
They believe in Modi Ji because he has
broken through the traditional barriers
and dismantled the generations-old
discriminatory practices and customs that
existed elsewhere.

People here know, it's just a matter of time
before they too get justice, and get to live
the promise of our independence —
equality, dignity, and freedom from
exploitation.

Author: Raju Bista,
Member of Lok Sabha from Darjeeling and
National General Secretary, BJYM
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Yogi Adityanath finally gave

he year 1991 was transformative

not because the Indian economy

had achieved its long-held
promise of radical growth, but because it
signalled a vital shift in India's economic
governance and thinking, away from
protectionism and the License Raj and
towards free markets and liberalisation.
But like all things in India, the ripples of
this tectonic shift were unequal. Since
then, states like Uttar Pradesh have been
unable to partake in the story of Rising

Uttar Pradesh its 1991 moent

India in quite the same way as Gujarat and
many others.

However, in 2017, the people of Uttar
Pradesh decided to rid their shibboleths,
electing to the seat of government a Yogi
Adityanath-led BJP administration
through a record-breaking public
mandate. While the rest of this article will
examine his developmental agenda as
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, I want to
be clear that perhaps his greatest triumph
is precisely in changing the economic

thinking of the people of Uttar Pradesh,
transcending partisanship and electoral
arithmetic. His first term, I argue, finally
gave Uttar Pradesh its 1991 moment.

To realise Uttar Pradesh's demographic
dividend and attract large-scale labour-
intensive manufacturing companies, the
state needs two foundational reforms:
simplicity of laws/regulation and
connectivity. For example, if we look
closely at the history of labour reforms in
Bangladesh, Vietnam, and China, we will




learn that the best way to enhance the
quality of life for India's labour force is to
focus on improving their incomes
(through increasing of job opportunities)
rather than weaving complex and intricate
webs of regulation in the hope of ensuring
social security. Such regulations are the
root cause behind India's large informal
sector, which offers neither protection nor
opportunity to India's labour force.

What did the Yogi Adityanath
administration do? It brought the “Uttar
Pradesh Temporary Exemption from
Certain Labour Laws Ordinance, 2020 to
scrap key labour laws in the state for 3
years. While the Covid-19 pandemic may
have denied a fair opportunity to examine
the effects of these relaxations, it was
disclosed by Sidharth Nath Singh, Uttar
Pradesh's MSME minister that the state's
MSME sector was already India's
frontrunner in terms of attracting
investment and creating jobs. In
December 2021, he said that in the last 4.5
years, nearly 90 lakh MSME units in the
state had brought in an investment of more
than Rs. 5 lakh crores, generating
employment for 3 crore people.

Coupled with this, the Yogi Adityanath
administration has also been recruiting a
record number of people for government
jobs and underemployment schemes such
as MNREGA. The plan is also to bring in
robust institutions for skilling to improve
labour productivity and efficiency. It is
because of such deregulation and reforms
that Uttar Pradesh now ranks second in the
country in terms of “Ease of Doing
Business”.

To turn to connectivity, Uttar Pradesh has
seen investments in large-scale
infrastructure projects such as the
Purvanchal Expressway (340.82 km),
Bundelkhand Expressway (296.070 km)
and Ganga Expressway (596.00 km).
Moreover, the state has added seven cities
to the air grid, as opposed to the earlier
two. In just three years of his tenure, five
other airports, including Gorakhpur,
Hindon, Agra, Prayagraj and Bareilly,

have become functional. The Jewar
International Airport has received
investment from a global heavyweight in
the airport sector such as Flughafen
Ziirich AG. Connectivity is essential for
any state to enable the movement of goods
and labour. Logistics is also an important
ally for manufacturing. Earlier, since
connectivity was poor and lacking,
logistical costs had rendered Uttar
Pradesh an unattractive destination for
manufacturing companies. But now this is
changing and in a big way. In the words of
historian Hindol Sengupta, the Yogi
Adityanath administration has boldly bid
its “goodbye to the tyranny of distance”.

In the education and agricultural sector as
well, the Yogi Adityanath administration
has had a huge imprint. In March 2018,
Operation Kayakalp was started to ensure
23 basic facilities for each of Uttar
Pradesh's 1.6 lakh primary schools,
secondary schools and Anganwadis. Uttar
Pradesh now also has seven new medical
colleges, with foundation stones laid for a
further eight. To provide some context, it
had only twelve since independence. The
government now intends to take the total
up to remarkable twenty-eight medical
colleges.

Coming to the dairy and agriculture
sector, Uttar Pradesh is now one of the
leading producers of milk, sugar,
sugarcane, and food in the country. The
Yogi Adityanath administration's farm
subsidies, such as those provided for
procurement of machinery, are based on a
direct-cash transfer model. The transfer of
12,000 crores to farmers under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi was
an extremely novel and effective form of
fund disbursement from the state, which
avoided bureaucratic delays and
regulatory hurdles. Moreover, a
Minimum Support Price program was
implemented along with additional
support mechanisms for pulses, oilseeds,
wheat, and paddy. The Yogi Adityanath
administration has also focused on
improving irrigation cover through the
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construction of canals and local ponds.
Even as the shift towards manufacturing
occurs, such reforms and measures are
essential as two-thirds of the population is
still dependent on agricultural income in
Uttar Pradesh.

I would encourage the reader at this point
to think about Yogi Adityanath's Uttar
Pradesh from an investor's perspective.
Here is a Chief Minister who cares deeply
about law and order; represents and leads
a state that perhaps has India's highest
growth upside; has a public mandate to
back his reform agenda; is committed to
growth and has already walked the talk;
and finally, is unafraid to use the full remit
of his executive powers to fulfil his
ambitions. Is it surprising that Uttar
Pradesh attracted 17,000 crores of
Foreign Direct Investment during the
Covid-19 pandemic?

In summary, it is difficult to overstate the
value of foundational reforms. In the
coming years, Uttar Pradesh and India at
large will benefit tremendously from what
has he has already achieved. To end on a
personal note, I was in attendance many
moons ago at the George Bernard Shaw
library at the London School of
Economics when the late Arun Jaitley
delivered a lecture on India's economy. He
was Minister of Finance then in the Union
Government of India. Rather
contemptuously (and rightly so), he
rejected the laggard pace of India's GDP
growth in the pre-1991 era being labelled
the “Hindu rate of growth”. I can say with
confidence that the Yogi Adityanath
government, through its many successes
as well as through the incandescent
promise of its future, has just given us
modern India's first and rightful Hindu
rate of growth.

Author: Ameya Pratap Singh is reading for a
DPhil in Area Studies at the University of
Oxford. He previously read for an MPhil in
South Asian Studies at the University of
Cambridge and an MSc. in International
Relations for the London School of Economics
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Aspirational District Program:
Assessing District Development in
Uttar Pradesh

RE -

spirational Districts
Programme

The Aspirational Districts Programme
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in January 2018 with the goal to
improve the standard of living of its
citizens and ensure inclusive and
sustainable growth. The project's initial
goal was to rapidly transform 112 under-
developed districts through a framework
of three pillars - Convergence,
Collaboration, and Competition. The
Convergence pillar focuses on the
alignment of the Central and State
schemes to improve the performance; the
Collaboration pillar involves the
coordination and sharing of best practices
among Central, State level 'Prabhari'
Officers & District Collectors; and the
Competition pillar is based on the use of
monthly delta rankings of districts to
monitor and compare their performance
(NITI-Aayog, 2021a). The programme
recognizes the role of the State as the
primary driver of economic and social

development and accordingly focuses on
the potential of each district in
contributing to this growth.

The Aspirational Districts Programme
ranks the districts based on their progress
in 49 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
categorized as follows - Health &
Nutrition, Education, Agriculture &
Water Resources, Financial Inclusion &
Skill Development, and Infrastructure.
The districts are evaluated and supported
to reach the performance levels of the top-
ranking districts in each state, and further
aspires to become the top districts in the
nation. The participating districts are
encouraged to compete and learn from
each other in the greater spirit of
competitive and cooperative federalism
(NITI-Aayog, 2021a). The overall
programme is being implemented with
the broader vision of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas' and Sustainable
Development Goals for the nation's
progress and development.

The data on the districts' performance is
monitored on the Champions of Change
(COC) Dashboard which further
promotes its use for policy-making at
various levels of government. NITI-
Aayog prioritizes evidence-based
policymaking as a core integral part of the
governance structure, and to facilitate this
practice, there is an increased emphasis on
accountability in governance by the
Development and Monitoring and
Evaluation Office (DMEO) (NITI-
Aayog, 2021b). The monitoring division
works with several Ministries and
Departments in developing specific
outcomes and output indicators and
establishing measurable targets and

providing the required training for
operating the online dashboard. The ADP
was recently praised by the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) as a successful role model of
local development that can serve as a best
practice to reduce regional disparities in
other nations (UNDP, 2021).

Performance of Uttar Pradesh Districts
in the Aspirational Districts
Programme

This article highlights the performance of
the aspirational districts of Uttar Pradesh,
the largest state in the country accounting
for 16% of its population. It is the 5th
largest state by size, covering up to 7.4%
of the total land area.
administrative angle, the state is divided
into 18 divisions, 75 districts, 915 urban
bodies, 8135 Nyaya Panchayats, 13
municipal corporations, and 822
development blocks (GoUP, 2021). The
UNDP report has featured 3 districts from
the state among the top 10 districts in the
country based on the change in net
resilience from March 2018 to March
2020. These were Chandauli (2nd),
Sonbhadra (4th), and Fatehpur (7th).

Chandauli is referred to as the 'rice bowl'
of eastern Uttar Pradesh for its production
of the healthier and economically viable
black rice variety. The product received
the much-needed boost and visibility with
the state government marketing it as the
“Vindhya black rice” to neighbouring
districts and across the nation. This helped
increase its production in the district, and
it has since been exported to Australia and
New Zealand (ThePrint, 2021). The state
government also promoted its cultivation
through projects such as 'One District-

From an



One Product' and 'Export Policy 2020-25",
with the goal of increasing agricultural
exports and improving the farmers'
income, as part of the UP-Export Policy
2020-25. The commodity has also
garnered attention from the Agricultural
and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA), which
is encouraging more farmers from the
region to cultivate it due to its export
potential to other countries (HT, 2021).
Such efforts have also resulted in black
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rice being cultivated in districts
neighbouring Chandauli, such as
Sonebhadra and Mirzapur (ThePrint,
2021).

The district of Sonbhadra performed well
in key indicators such as health,
educational infrastructure, and skill
development. The district showed
phenomenal improvement in schools
infrastructure, from having no dual desks
and benches in government schools from
2018 till now equipping all its 2,257

Welcome to Official Web Site of Uttar Pradesh Government (up.gov.in)

Hindustan Times (2020). “Black rice from Uttar Pradesh's Chandauli to be exported to Australia and New Zealand”

'Black rice from Uttar Pradeshs Chandauli to be exported to Australia and New Zealand | Latest News India -

Hindustan Times

ARTICLE

government schools with dual bench
desks. Additionally, the school walls have
been beautified, portable water facilities
have been installed in the schools, and
smart classrooms are being gradually
initiated (HT, 2021). There is also an
increased focus on training and skills
development in home appliances repair,
equipment installation, electrical works,
etc. Sonbhadra is the first district in the
state to achieve this important milestone
in this key sector. These districts serve as
best practices for other districts in the state
and country, as aspired by NITI-Aayog,
and are important steps in attainting the
Government of India's vision of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas'.
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Ayodhya can become India's First
Cultural Capital

n the 5th of August 2020, the

foundation stone for the Ram

Mandir was laid down in
Ayodhya and the temple complex and its
vicinities are being constructed at an
unprecedented scale. Once this is
complete, Ram Lalla will finally have an
abode adorned with elaborate mandapas
and finely carved walls, with each stone
echoing the story of Lord Ram, his
devotees, and their struggles. Besides its
religious importance, the construction of
the Ram Mandir also ushers a new era for
the city of Ayodhya and its significance in
the cultural landscape of India.

Considered to be founded by Manu
himself, Ayodhya is amongst the seven
holiest cities of Bharatvarsha which is set
on the banks of Sarayu, it is that sacred
land where Ram set his first footsteps. It
had been at the heart of his empire and was
the seat of governance where the
principles of Ram Rajya were laid down.
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Beyond its association with Ram, this
holy city is also dedicated to Shiva, Sita,
Lakshman, Kosalaya, and Hanuman —
who is revered as the greatest devout of
Ram and the guardian deity of Ayodhya. It
is also the birthplace of five Jain
Tirthankaras and has a close association
with Buddhism and Sikhism. Ayodhya, in
its entirety, has bearings on the emotions,
beliefs, and faiths of millions of people
who have kept it alive in their collective
consciousness for millennia. The city,
however, was also witness to ruthless
destruction, desecration, and violence in
medieval times. While the destruction of
the temple at Lord Ram's janmasthan
could not erase the memory of the deity, it
diminished Ajodhya's ancient grandeur.
Even in independent India, the city was
largely reduced to a legal and political
battleground. However, with the winds of
change blowing once again, Ayodhya's
glory is waiting to be restored after a
hiatus of five centuries. To give further

impetus to this much-awaited resurgence,
India must consider turning Ayodhya into
acultural capital.

The idea, first conceptualized and
executed in 1985 in Europe, is to
designate selected cities as capitals of
culture for a period of one year. The
underlying rationale is to drive culture-
centric development that primarily
includes the promotion and preservation
of heritage and local traditions. It is also
aimed at fostering a sense of belonging
towards a common space amongst diverse
communities. This, in turn, creates
avenues for enhancing cities' national and
international profiles as centers of cultural
diversity, community assimilation, and
destinations for tourism.

Across the length and breadth of India,
there are cities that can be designated as
cultural capitals, owing to their rich
heritage, histories, and authentic
experiences they offer to wisitors.
Designating cultural capitals on a
rotational basis will not only highlight the
diverse cultural fabric of India but also
spur development and innovations. It will
lead to urban rejuvenation, employment
generation and unlock the potential of
innumerable artists and creative
entrepreneurs. A coordinated strategy to
transform cities as cultural capitals will
also ensure a more consolidated approach
and cooperation between various
departments of the state and the Central
government such as culture, education,
tourism, and urban redevelopment.
Cultural capitals will be a manifestation of
traditional aesthetics, a complement to
people-friendly spaces and tourist spots,
and equipped with the most essential and
technologically advanced infrastructure.

Having Ayodhya — a city where



centuries-old traditions continue till date
— as the first cultural capital of India will
be a tribute to the city's religious, cultural,
and civilizational significance. This will
also enhance the city's appeal in the eyes
oflocals and visitors, once again restoring
its global stature. Towards this end, there
are three areas that need focus: Improving
infrastructure, promoting the city as a
center of learning, and strengthening
cultural diplomacy with countries that
share a civilizational connection. Efforts
in the realm of infrastructure development
are already underway, with the Uttar
Pradesh government announcing a special
budget for this purpose. This includes the
construction of an airport, improving road
connectivity, building hotels and tourist
centers, and launching several
beautification initiatives.

Ayodhya can be developed as a center of
learning and the performing arts,
dedicated to the study and promotion of
the traditions associated with the
Ramayana in India and across the world.
From governance to even areas such as
botany and geography, the Ramayana
offers immense learning that holds
relevance to date. The UP government

supported the “Encyclopaedia of
Ramayana” project, which seeks to
document the epic's tangible and
intangible legacy across the world and is,
therefore, a welcome step in this direction.
Complementary to this project, the
government can also plan to build
libraries and museums in Ayodhya that
house physical and digital repositories of
such knowledge, which will be a gift for
posterity.

As a cultural capital, Ayodhya can greatly
amplify India's soft power, with
Ramayana diplomacy at its core. The
influence of the Ramayana is most evident
in Southeast Asia. Kakawin in Indonesia
and Kohn, a masked dance form based on
Thailand's national epic Ramakein, are
examples of Ramayana's cultural imprints
on these countries. Ayodhya also holds a
special place in the hearts of many South
Koreans, who trace their lineage to Queen
Heo Hwang-ok, who is believed to belong
to the city. To mark this civilizational
connection, Ayodhya and the South
Korean city of Gimhae signed a sister-city
agreementin 2001.

Another city that bears close semblance
with Ayodhya is the city and erstwhile

The article was originally published in The Daily Guardian on August 18, 2020.
https://thedailyguardian.com/ayodhya-should-become-indias-first-cultural-capital/
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kingdom of Ayutthaya in Thailand. The
centrality that Ram and Ramayana hold in
Thai culture is not just evident in its arts
and naming of cities, but also in the fact
that the Thai king continues to adopt the
title of Rama. Even the coronation
ceremony of the Thai king is done in
accordance with Hindu rituals. A potential
sister-city agreement between Ayodhya
and Ayutthaya would go a long way in
cementing ties between the two cities as
well as countries. Through such
partnerships, Ayodhya can be a hub of
cross-cultural learnings, facilitating the
regular exchange of delegations of
scholars and performing artists.

Ayodhya, which translates into a “place
without conflicts”, marks a civilizational
reawakening and can pave the way for
many other holy cities across India to be
resurrected to their former glories.
Designating the city as the first cultural
capital of India will be a celebration of the
millennia-old Indic civilization that has
been kept alive in the collective
consciousness of millions of people.

Author: Arunima Gupta is a scholar of
International Relations, Specializing in Culture
and Soft Power. She is currently working as
principal at the Network of Indian Cultural
Enterprises
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Railway Projects in Uttar Pradesh:
Moving with Bullet Speed

Uttar Pradesh is witnessing an unprecedented infra revolution. Be it highways,
expressways, airports, railways, urban transport — projects after projects are being
delivered with great speed, especially after 2017 when Yogi Adityanath came to
power. In this piece, we analyze how railway projects in the state are being
prioritized and delivered one by one.

uring the inauguration of 351
kilometers long phase-1 of the
Eastern Dedicated Freight

Corridor (EDFC) in December 2020,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
recalled that the Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor project was approved in
2006 by the then Congress-led UPA
government, however, till 2014 not a
single kilometer track was built. He said,
“These projects remained only on papers.
The then Central Government did not
speak to the state governments with the
seriousness & urgency, it ought to have-
jiska natiza ye hua ki ye yojanayen atak
gayi thi, bhatak gayi thi aur latak gayi thi.”

Prime Minister was able to accurately
diagnose the problem large infrastructure
projects in India were facing in the years
preceding his coming to power. This was
more accurate for projects such as
railways where central-state coordination
isneeded on a greater scale.

The issues related to the Eastern
Dedicated Freight Corridor project were
resolved by Prime Minister Modi-led
NDA government, in close coordination
with the state government.

The result was there for everyone to see.
One can imagine the speed and scale with
which both the governments worked on
this project - in 8 years (2006-2014) not a
single kilometer track was laid down,
whereas in the next six years 351
kilometers long phase-1 was made
operational.
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New Bhaupur-New Khurja section of
the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor is
built at a cost of Rs 5,750 cr. The Prime
Minister also inaugurated state of the art
Operational Control Centre of EDFC at
Prayagraj.

This long-delayed, much-awaited project
will hugely benefit the industrial clusters
in western Uttar Pradesh. Pottery products
of Khurja, locks of Aligarh, glassware of
Firozabad, and many other local industrial
units will find new avenues to market their
products. Local traders, artisans, farmers
will be able to grow their businesses with
the inauguration of EDFC.

This corridor will also help Railways to
decongest the Delhi-Kanpur rail line for
passenger traffic. This is one of the most
overloaded railway routes, which is
running at more than 250% of'its capacity.
Moving freight trains to separate
dedicated lines will help Railways run
faster passenger trains without laying new
tracks.

Another important railway project, which
in Prime Minister's words atak gayi thi,
bhatak gayi thi aur latak gayi thi, is
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTYS).

A Planning Commission Task Force in
2005 was formed to develop a multi-
modal transit system for Delhi National
Capital Region (NCR). This was included
in the Integrated Transport Plan for NCR
2032 with special emphasis on the
Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS)

connecting regional centers of NCR. The
Task Force identified 8 corridors in total
with 3 priority corridors namely Delhi-
Meerut, Delhi-Panipat, and Delhi-Alwar
for implementation. In March 2010, a
feasibility study was initiated to prepare
the Detailed Project Report for Delhi-
Meerut, Delhi-Panipat, and Delhi-Alwar
RRTS.

Immediately after coming to power in
March 2017, Yogi Government did not
waste time and approved a detailed
project report for the construction of the
Delhi-Meerut line in May 2017. It was
subsequently approved by the
Government of India in February 2019
and in March 2019; Prime Minister Modi
laid the foundation stone of the project.

This demonstrated the clear intent of the
UP government on moving ahead quickly
with key infrastructure projects. While the
other two lines — Delhi-Alwar & Delhi-
Panipat, is still awaiting approval from
either state or center.

Delhi-Meerut Rapid Rail Transit
System will be the first of its kind project
in the country. 82 kilometers long corridor
will connect Delhi's Sarai Kale Khan to
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh via Ghaziabad.
The 51 kilometers long phase-1 of the
project is under construction and is
expected to complete by March 2023. The
32 kilometers long Phase-2 is expected to
be completed by 2025.

The corridor is designed for trains to run at
the operational speed of 160 km per hr.



This will help commuters complete the 51
kilometers long Delhi-Meerut journey in
30-35 minutes. By 2025, close to a million
people are expected to use this Rapid Rail
Transit System. Coupled with Delhi-
Meerut Expressway, which has been
completed and is now open to the public,
this will push the development of western
Uttar Pradesh, especially areas near
Meerut, like never before. This will also
help decongest the Delhi-NCR as with
good connectivity, people may not prefer
to shift to NCR for professional reasons
and may prefer to commute from their
hometown.

One of the unique features of the Delhi-
Meerut RRTS project is that NCRTC, the
nodal agency developing rapid rail transit
systems around National Capital Region,
will allow running Meerut Mass Rapid
Transit System- MMRTS (Meerut
Metro) on RRTS' infrastructure within
the city limits of Meerut. For this, 8
stations dedicated to metro-only services
will be developed, while 3 other stations
will be integrated between RRTS and
MRTS. The Meerut MRTS is expected to
be completed along with RRTS in 2025.
The 20 kilometers long metro route will
have 14.4 kilometers elevated stretch and

-

5.6 kilometers underground stretch.

Talking of urban transport & metro
projects, UP is moving really fast with
developing mass rail transport systems in
key cities.

Before 2017, when Yogi Government
came to power in the state, UP did not
have a single operational metro of its
'own' in any of the cities. Noida and
Ghaziabad were however connected to
metro services through extension lines of
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation. Two metro
projects in Lucknow & Noida were
approved and under construction.

Construction work of 8.5 kilometers long
elevated priority line of Lucknow Metro
began in September 2014. The line
connects Transport Nagar near Amausi
Airport to Charbagh Railway Station. It
was inaugurated for public use in
September 2017. In March 2019, line-1
was completed and opened for public use.
Now this 22.88 kilometers long line-1 is
fully operational from Airport to
Munshipulia — one of the busiest routes in
Lucknow city.

Similarly, the construction of Noida
Metro's 29.5 kilometers line-1 started in
May 2015. The project was completed in

ARTICLE

record time. It was opened for the public
in January 2019. The line has 21 stations
connecting Noida sector-51 to GNIDA in
Greater Noida.

Apart from these two cities, Yogi
Government has moved quickly to have
metro projects in other important
industrial cities too.

In June 2019, Lucknow Metro Rail
Corporation (LMRC) was reconstituted
as Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail
Corporation (UPMRC) as a nodal
agency to undertake metro projects in the
state. UPMRC is now responsible for the
execution of metro projects in the entire
state except in Noida-Greater Noida. The
idea of having a single nodal agency for
metro projects will ensure faster, efficient
delivery of projects cutting down the
multiple bureaucratic hurdles such
projects have to face usually.

The nodal agency is now executing
projects in Lucknow, Meerut, Kanpur,
Agra, and Gorakhpur.

Kanpur Metro is a shining example of
how a determined government can
execute huge complex projects really fast.
Work on Kanpur Metro's priority corridor
of 9 kilometers from IIT to Moti Jheel
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started in November 2019 and in less than
2 years, the corridor was ready for trial
runs. PM Narendra Modi will inaugurate
the commercial run of Kanpur Metro on
28th December. With this, Kanpur Metro
will become the fastest executed metro
project anywhere in India. Work on other
sections of the metro is ongoing & is
expected to be completed by 2024.

Agra Metro was approved by the central
government in February 2019. Two lines
are proposed — line-1 of 14 kilometers and
line-2 of 15 kilometers. Work commenced
on 4 kilometers of line-1 in December
2020 after Prime Minister Modi
inaugurated the civil works through video
conferencing. In less than a year from the
start of the civil work, the Agra Metro
team has achieved 50% progress. The way
it is going, Agra Metro will surely be
operational in 2023.

The state government has also approved
the DPR of the Metro Lite Project in
Gorakhpur, the city of Gorakhnath
Peeth. This Rs 4500 crores metro project
will have two lines of 28 kilometers with
27 stations. The central government
accorded financial approval to the project
two weeks ago. Work is expected to start
at the beginning of 2022 with a target to
complete this by 2024.

So, compared to 'zero' operational metro
in 2017 of its own, the state now has
operational metro in Lucknow, Noida &
Greater Noida. Kanpur will be added to
this list by next month. Counting
Ghaziabad, which has extensive lines of
Delhi Metro, the state now has FIVE
cities under operational metro network-
the maximum for any state in India.

That's not all. India's first urban Ropeway
Project is being executed in Varanasi.
The tender for 5 kilometers line from Cant
Railway Station to Godowlia has been
floated & the construction agency will be
finalized in the coming weeks.

Another unique project, Pod Taxi Project
is being executed in Greater Noida for
better connectivity to Jewar International
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Airport.

Apart from urban mobility projects, the
state is also keen to start work on inter-city
long-distance High-Speed railway
projects.

The High-Speed Rail Corporation of
India Limited, which is executing high-
speed rail (bullet train) projects across
India, has identified Delhi-Varanasi as the
second bullet train corridor of India after
Ahmadabad-Mumbai.

DPR for 810 kilometers Delhi-Varanasi
High-Speed Rail Corridor is submitted
to the Ministry of Railways. The LIiDAR
survey to identify the final alignment of
the line started early this year. The
proposed route will have 12 stations
starting from Sarai Kale Khan in Delhi to
Varanasi connecting Noida, Mathura,
Agra, Lucknow, and Prayagraj along the
way.

This line will also have a spur from
Lucknow to Ayodhya.

Civil construction of the line is expected
to start somewhere in 2026 and to be
completed by 2030.

To summarize, UP today is the ONLY
state to implement six different types of
urban mobility projects — metro, metro
lite, ropeway, pod taxi, rapid rail & high-
speed rail.

Uttar Pradesh is also the first state to get
the fastest passenger train in India
currently — Train 18. This semi-high speed
train was later renamed to Vande Bharat
Express and is running on the Delhi-
Varanasi route. The maximum speed of
the train is 160 km/hr and operational
speed is capped at 130 km/hr. The
inaugural run of the train was flagged off
by PM Modi in February 2019. The train
has become quite popular among
travelers.

The second fastest passenger train in
India, Gatiman Express too runs in the
state on the Delhi-Jhansi route.

Another first for the state is, India's only
privately run semi high-speed train, Tejas

Express, which runs on the Delhi-
Lucknow corridor. Operated by IRCTC,
this train started its commercial run on
October 5, 2019. The Delhi-Lucknow
Tejas Express reported a profit of almost
Rs 70 lakhs in its inaugural month with
revenues of almost Rs 3.70 crores. The
train has a unique refund scheme in case
the train gets delayed. It compensates
passengers Rs 100-250 if it's delayed by
an hour or more.

Another ambitious project of Indian
Railways is the electrification of the
railways' network. The project is being
implemented by Central Organization
for Railway Electrification (CORE) ata
speed that was unimaginable a few years
ago. In Uttar Pradesh too, electrification
of >75% of the network has been
completed as of March 2020. The state is
expected to achieve 100% electrification
by December 2023. Some major lines
electrified are Gorakhpur — Varanasi, and
Delhi-Moradabad-Tanakpur.

Indian Railways has undertaken an
ambitious project of station
redevelopment. Many important stations
are getting a world-class makeover under
the project. In UP, stations like Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Gorakhpur, Prayagraj, Kanpur
Central, Agra, Jhansi, Gomti Nagar, etc
are being redeveloped. Ayodhya station's
makeover, which is modeled on Shri Ram
Temple, is undergoing & phase-1 of
redevelopment is expected to complete by
March next year.

In a couple of years from now, Uttar
Pradesh will have a world-class metro
network in at least 10 cities and an inter-
city semi-high speed/high-speed rail
network on selected corridors. The kind of
industrialization and development state is
aspiring for in coming years; fast &
efficient passenger & freight rail transport
system will play a very pivotal role in
achieving these goals. We can only wish

T eRA

Author: Akhand Pratap. Infrastructure
enthusiast who tracks development projects in
Uttar Pradesh. Twitter: @theupindex
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Transformation of UP under BJP
Government: Good Governance
and Transparency

ack then, when Yogi begot the

position of Uttar Pradesh's CM,

the state was entangled in a
situation of high crime rates, bad roads,
and irregular electricity supply. Within no
time, he transformed UP with his
leadership skills, germane measures, and
farsighted vision. A math graduate and
Mabhant, Yogi Adityanath was sworn in as
Uttar Pradesh's Chief Minister after
serving as a Member of Parliament for 25
years, he immediately implemented a
slew of reforms and initiatives.

Yogi in an interview recently said that Not
Socialism, communism, India needs Ram
Rajya. Indeed, UP is heading towards
Ram Rajya under his leadership, with the
formation of the Anti-Romeo Squad, the
regulation of illegal butcher shops, and
the introduction of Anti-Conversion
Laws. Yogi Adityanath has emerged as a
strong and disciplined leader, just what
Uttar Pradesh had been waiting for. It's
worth noting that during his leadership,
UP has stayed free of communal violence
and Mafia activity.

The rate of crime is proportional to the
amount of money invested and the ease
with which businesses can operate. The
lower the crime rate, the higher the level
of investment, subsequently, the more
securable the financial stability of the
Citizens.

Yogi Adityanath appears to be intolerant
of "Bad Guys". In many of his interviews,
he took a firm stand against what's going
wrong. "Aap khete hai ke jo apradhi hai
who ya to jail jaayenge ya fir Yamraaj ke
paas," a journalist inquired. "Toh kya
main apradhiyon ki Aarti utaaru?" he
replied. This statement is enough to

demonstrate his contempt for offenders.
As a result, the following outcomes
emerged: UP has risen to second place in
the Ease of Doing Business (EoDB)
rankings from 12th place, having
implemented 186 of the 187 reforms
recommended by the Union
Government's DPIIT under BRAP 19. UP
also adopted 170 out of 301 requested
improvements under BRAP 20-21.

PM Modi recently inaugurated a trade
facilitation center in Laalpur to boost
trade in the state. This center will allow
craftsmen to do direct trade with the
buyers and sellers. UP is on its way to
achieving regional stability. In just the
manufacturing sector UP has emerged as
the top investment destination and
received proposals worth Rs. 13,409.19
Crore. The unemployment level in UP
stands at its all-time low of 7%. As Yogi
proposed to make UP a one-trillion-dollar
economy, he organized an investor
summit in 2018 which attracted around
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Rs. 4.28 lakh crore. The GSDP of UP has
grown at a rate of 8.43% between 2015
and 2021.

I remember when, after reading an article
about the investment opportunities in
Zewar, | suggested to my father that we
should buy some property in the area
around it, to which my father replied,
"Bilkul Nahi! "Uttar Pradesh mein Land
Mafia ka gunda raaj hai." And now, almost
4 years after that incident, my father has
been looking for property in Zewar. This
is how the good governance model of
Yogi has established the faith in the
government and administration of not
only the residents of UP but also of the
surrounding States.

In the last 4.5 years, the state of Uttar
Pradesh has established itself as a model
for other states. When Karnataka enacted
the anti cattle slaughter statute, Chief
Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa dispatched his
Animal Husbandry Minister to Uttar
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Pradesh to understand how the state
improvised the law. Rameshwar Sharma,
the Speaker of the Madhya Pradesh
Legislative Assembly, also visited
Lucknow to see how the state of Uttar
Pradesh enacted such a strong anti-
interfaith marriage law. Haryana's chief
minister appointed a three-member
committee to probe the problem after
Uttar Pradesh announced it will
implement a Love Jihad law. Yogi
Adityanath's reformist version has
impressed everyone. CM Yogi's
governance capabilities are revealed by
his ability to draft and then enact
controversial laws in such a timely and
effective manner.

While UP has given many renowned
actors to the film industry, most of them
had to migrate, to Maharashtra, to seek

Image credit: jamesteohart
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employment. CM Yogi has provided a
significant opportunity for such youth by
proposing a 1,000-acre film city in the
state, and many major celebrities have
already begun to participate. No other CM
in the past could even think of proposing
such a project. But it is CM Yogi's vision
that not only did he propose or talk about
this project, but now the work has already
started. Apart from allowing young talent,
this would also facilitate an employment
boom.

PM Modi recently inaugurated a 341 KM
long Purvanchal Expressway which starts
from village Chaudsarai in the Lucknow
District and ends Haidaria village on NH
31. It should be noted that the work of this
Rs. 25,000 Crore Highway was
completed within 3 years despite Covid-
19. Apart from this UP has been gifted
with 296 KM
Bundelkhand, 91 KM
Gorakhpur Link, and
594 KM Ganga
Expressway. This
development of
connecting major cities
with each other would
establish new trade
routes within the State
and will enable better
and efficient mobility.

To promote the birth of

Wmage credit: Jakub Barzycki

a girl child, Yogi Government started
'Kanya Sumangala Yojana' in which Rs.
15,000 is deposited at the time of the birth
ofa girl child. This initiative has benefited
over 9 Lakh girls of the State.

Yogi Government has completed almost
Ninety Percent of the promises made by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in its
“Sankalp Patra” declared in 2017 just
before the last Assembly Elections.

Allahabad was renamed Prayagraj,
Faizabad was renamed Ayodhya, and
Mughalsarai was renamed Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Nagar. The citizens of Uttar
Pradesh have applauded this craze of
renaming several districts. This was done
in response to public demand. This is an
act aimed at raising people's national
consciousness. National identity can
emerge as a collective phenomenon as a
direct result of the presence of elements
from "common points" in people's daily
lives, such as national symbols, language,
and ancient history.

Rightly said by PM Modi - “UP + Yogi =
UPYOGI”. With no trace of doubt, CM
Yogi has capitalized on every opportunity
for the betterment of the people of the
State of Uttar Pradesh.

Author: Shubham Goyal is a graduate from
SRCC and currently a final year LLB student
at DU
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiling a statue of Mahant Avaidyanath, former Mahant of the
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Gorakhnath Math and four-time MP of Gorakhpur, who played a pivotal role in the Sri Ram
Janmabhoomi movement. (Source: narendramodi.in)

ttar Pradesh lies on the hallowed

grounds that saw the rise and fall

of various important chapters in
Indian history. Modern India has seen a
flux of political entities, leaders, trends
and issues in Uttar Pradesh over the years.
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, leader of the
Congress Party, was the first Chief
Minister to lead an elected Assembly in
Uttar Pradesh in 1951, followed by
Sampurnananda, Chandra Bhanu Gupta
and Sucheta Kripalani. Supported by Ram
Manohar Lohia and Raj Narain, and Jana
Sangh's Nanaji Deshmukh, Chaudhary
Charan Singh formed the first non-
Congress government in 1967, leading
the Samyukta Vidhayak Dal (SVD), a
coalition that had parties as disparate as
the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
and Bharatiya Jana Sangha (BJS), along
with the Swatantra Party, Republican
Party of India and Praja Socialist Party.
The next few decades saw a Congress
resurgence (which also had six Chief
Ministers from 1980 to 1988!) followed
by the Janata Party experiment. In 1991,
the politics around Mandir and Mandal
(Commission) saw the tussle between two
OBC heavyweights: Mulayam (Singh
Yadav) vs Kalyan (Singh), while the first
Dalit-OBC coalition took power in UP in

1993, with Mulayam Singh Yadav and
Mayawati allying to form the
government. The latter would go on to
become the first Dalit Chief Minister to be
sworn in, in 1995. The next couple of
decades saw the rise and fall of
governments by Kalyan Singh (BJP),
Ram Prakash Gupta (BJP), Rajnath Singh
(BJP), Mayawati (BSP), Mulayam Singh
Yadav (SP) and Akhilesh Yadav (SP).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
charisma, social engineering &
representation to every community by the
BJP, along with the reverse polarization of
Hindu votes due to the excessive wooing
of Muslim voters by SP and BSP, smart
and aggressive social media campaigning
by the BJP, infighting in the Samajwadi
fold and a divided opposition helped the
Bharatiya Janata Party to seize power in
2017. In a rather surprising move, instead
of going for state bigwigs like Rajnath
Singh, Uma Bharti or Keshav Prasad
Maurya, the BJP opted for Yogi
Adityanath, the politically powerful
Sanyasi from Gorakhpur in eastern Uttar
Pradesh, as its Chief Minister. Yogi was a
popular face who had been a Member of
Parliament from Gorakhpur for five
consecutive terms. A disciple of Mahant
Avaidyanath who was himself a disciple
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of Mahant Digvijay Nath, he followed his
Guru and Guru's Guru in taking up the
mantle of the Gorakhnath Math as well as
pursuing an assertive Hindu brand of
politics from Gorakhpur. He was
controversial in certain sections of the
populace and media, with Amnesty
International even saying that
"Adityanath has been one of Uttar
Pradesh's most polarising politicians."
However, many people across the state
also felt that if there was anyone who
could bring the complete disarray of UP
under the SP's Yadav factions, it had to be
the Mahant from Gorakhpur. As we move
towards the upcoming state election in
Uttar Pradesh, let us look back at the last
five years and see how the Yogi
government has fared in Uttar Pradesh.

Gundaraj No More

Crime is one of the most debilitating
factors that has hindered the growth and
development of Uttar Pradesh over the
decades. As per the data released by the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
in late March of 2021, the crime situation
has considerably improved in the state.
Uttar Pradesh has seen a reduction of rape
cases from 59,445 in 2018 to 49,385 in
2020, with a charge sheeting rate of 77.1%
in 2020, as well as among the highest
conviction rate of such crimes today. This
has been due to proactive steps taken by
the Yogi government, which include
women helpdesks, night security cover
scheme, UP-122 India App, anti-Romeo
squads and pink booths. The state has also
seen a sharp fall in instances of murder
and cyber-crime. The NCRB has shared
that the state government has also
recorded a high rate of charge sheeting at
49.9% for cyber-crimes, although the
number of cases has increased from 6,280
in2018 to 11,097 in 2020. Police disposal
of IPC crime cases has been positive with
2,81,162 cases charge-sheeted in all (with
a charge sheeting range of about 77%) and
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3,65,628 cases disposed of, in 2020. Uttar
Pradesh has seen a dramatic decline of
almost 20% from the year 2016 to 2020, in
cases of murder. 3,904 arms were seized
from anti-national elements in 2020.
There were about 1.6 murder cases per 1
lakh population in 2020. As per the NCRB
data, the state went from 65,155 cases of
violent crimes in 2018 to 51,983 in 2020.
While the rate of total crime against
individuals belonging to Scheduled
Castes (SCs) has been 30.7% in 2020, the
charge sheeting has been proactive with a
rate of charge sheeting 0f 84.3% in 2020.

The government has prioritised stringent
law enforcement (with 75 police districts
and 75 AHT units in 2020) and undertaken
legal, administrative and awareness-
building activities to reduce crime in the
state. One of the major positive turns in
the manner in which the state government
has handled police functioning is the
transparency in postings and the
establishment of stable tenures for
personnel. Earlier Gundas and Bahubalis
(strongmen) ran riot across Uttar Pradesh
and while they still remain a menace,
some drastic steps have helped in
reducing their influence. In August 2020,
the number of people who were booked
under the National Security Act (NSA)
was the highest in 4 years. Corruption has
also been dealt with, with a strong hand,

HON'BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

with 105 cases
charge-sheected in
2020 by the
Anti-Corruption
Bureau, Vigilance
and Lokayukta under
Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988
and related sections
of IPC. This is even
as the number of
corruption cases
reported rose briefly
from 84 in 2018 to
134 in 2019, before
decreasing to 62 in 2020. Recently, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said that the
state administration had attached
properties of criminals worth over 1,800
crores demolished illegal encroachments.
There has been a relentless crackdown on
certain infamous gangster-politicians of
Uttar Pradesh such as Mukhtar Ansari
(Bahujan Samaj Party) and Atiq Ahmed
(Samajwadi Party). As per police reports,
around 90 of Atig Ahmed's gang members
have been arrested and properties
connected to him worth 3325 crores have
been seized and frozen. while 244
members of Ansari's gang have been acted
against and properties worth 3194 crores
have been seized. In this way, the entire
ecosystem around these gangster-
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath (right) with President of India Shri Ramnath Kovind (centre)
and Governor of Uttar Pradesh Shri Ram Naik (left) at the concluding ceremony of the
UP Investors' Summit 2018. (Source: Wikimedia)
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The Uttar Pradesh police has used social media, particularly Twitter, innovatively
to raise awareness about various issues. From top-left, a Spiderman-inspired
alert on drinking and driving, a travel-based alert on wearing a mask, followed by
a Santa-inspired one, and finally a clip from the 90s movie Darr to raise
awareness on the concept of consent. (Based on shares by UP Police Twitter)
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politicians has been dismantled, thereby
disabling them and removing the
possibility of them operating their
extortion rackets and other criminal
syndicates.

Business, Economy and Employment

Uttar Pradesh suffered from various
systemic problems, including
misgovernance and corruption (with the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India
saying that the Akhilesh Yadav
government allowed irregularities worth
297,000 crores under various departments
between 2014 and 2017), which led to the
state suffering from a lack of industrial
and business contributions and
investments thriving in the state. It was in
the 14th position in the nationwide "Ease
of Doing Business ranking. Today it is
second in the rankings and third in the list
of states with the highest Gross Domestic
State Product (GSDP), as per the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (Government of India),
with anominal GDP of%17.05 lakh crore.

What led to this transformation?

In the past few years, the state government
has taken a number of policy decisions to
attract investment to the state, primary
among which is to create an investor-
friendly environment. This is closely tied
to the clampdown on law-and-order
problems in the state. In 2017, there was a
consultation with various investor-
friendly states like Gujarat and Karnataka



Housing under the PMAY scheme in Gorakhpur.
(Source: PMAY)

to create a coherent policy on business,
followed by various sector-specific
policies.

An Investors' Summit in UP also helped
boost this drive significantly. Over X17.05
lakh crore has been brought into the state
as an investment over the last 4.5 years,
with half of the same said to have
materialised while the rest remains under
process. Companies like Microsoft,
Britannia, Brahmos, Bharat Dynamics
Limited, AB Mauri and Samsung have
established bases across Uttar Pradesh,
from Chitrakoot and Lucknow to Jhansi
and Noida. When it comes to the MSME
sector, Uttar Pradesh has used the
interesting One District One Product
(ODOP) model under the Yogi
government, which describes the model
as follows

* The UP Government's One District-
One Product Programme aims to
encourage such indigenous and
specialized products and crafts in UP
that are found nowhere else — like the
ancient and nutritious 'Kala Namak'
rice, the rare and intriguing wheat-
stalk craft, world-famous chikankari
and zari-zardozi work on clothes, and
the intricate and stunning horn-bone
work that uses the remains of dead
animals rather than live ones, a nature-
friendly replacement for ivory.

Department of MSME and Export
Production, Government of Uttar
Pradesh

90 lakh MSMEs are said to have been
established in the state, with the
generation of 5 lakh self-employment

opportunities each year. There
is said to be an export of
%89,000 crores and above from
Uttar Pradesh, while the state is
nationally placed first in food
processing, handicrafts, ready-
made garments and carpets.
Innovative initiatives like the
multimodal logistics hub in
Greater Noida will be
instrumental in attracting
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

An Egalitarian Evocation

The growth story of Uttar Pradesh is not
one of crony capitalism and isolated
development of only specific sections or
strata of society. The capital boom has
trickled down to every section of the
population, either through development
policies, direct debit or infrastructure
pushes. Housing and welfare have been
major points that the government has
focussed on. Recently, Yogi Adityanath
highlighted that since coming to power in
2017, his government has provided
houses to 42 lakh people from
economically weaker sections of society.
In its last supplementary budget in the
Assembly before the 2022 elections,
%4,000 crores have been allocated for the
provision of assistance to labourers of the
unorganised sector. Given the movement
of migrant labourers during the COVID
lockdown, the government has provided
livelihood to 26 lakh labourers in 2021
and also decided to provide %500 as a
monthly livelihood allowance to more
than 3 crore labourers of the unorganised
sector, including agricultural labourers,
NREGA employees and street vendors.
The government has also kept aside 670
crores for increasing old-age and farmers'
pension. One of the benefits of having the
same party (BJP) in the centre and the
state has been the seamless integration of
schemes and policy directions, with the
state government has successfully
implemented 42 central government-run
schemes in the state. This particularly
includes the central government's crop
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insurance scheme - the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), for which
the state government has recently begun a
statewide drive since 1 December2021.

The BJP government in UP has also tried
to employ a two-pronged approach
comprising of direct debit and
employment generation to help citizens
avail themselves greater opportunities
and resources. The government is said to
have provided more than %5 lakh crore to
people under the Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) scheme while around 4.5 lakh
youth of the state are said to have been
employed in the past 4.5 years. Since the
implementation of Kanya Sumangala
Yojana on 1 April 2019, almost 11 lakh
beneficiaries have received the advantage
under this scheme, which envisages
payment of ¥15,000 to a girl from the time
of her birth up to the point she gets
admission to graduation or diploma
course. The government has doubled the
per capita income of its citizens, from
343,000 per year in 2015-2016 to 95,000
in2021.

In Conclusion

The UP government under Yogi
Adityanath has reined in criminal
elements and gangster-politicians in Uttar
Pradesh, besides steering a massive push
in investments and growth, which has not
only benefitted the few but people from
various cross-sections of society, in the
state. The government has to look at truly
emulating Narendra Modi's slogan of
“sabka haath, sabka vikas' - development
and welfare without discrimination. We
can only hope that it does its best in these
last few months of its stint, and its
mandate is refreshed by the electorate in
the state.

For, indeed, Yogi is Upyogi for Uttar
Pradesh and BJP should be able to reclaim
its UP-ward move!

Author: Dr. Mrittunjoy Guha Majumdar is a
Cambridge-trained scientist who has worked
in IISc Bengaluru and Cavendish
Laboratory and UNESCO
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Uttar Pradesh: State with Endless
Opportunities

veryone in Uttar Pradesh was

horrified by the events that took

place under the previous
government's regime. From 2012 to 2017
under the Samajwadi Party's Regime, the
law and order were worst. Anarchy
prevailed in the entire state, riots, chaos,
murders, etc. became normal in the state.
The people of Uttar Pradesh were in a
state of fear during the previous
Samajwadi regime. The entire nation
witnessed the ineffectiveness of the law
and order under the Samajwadi Party
government when the riots of
Mujjafarnagar took place, hundreds of
innocents were killed and the then
Samajwadi leaders continued to play their
politics over religion during those riots.
The height of corruption under the
previous government regime is evident
from the sand mining scam case in which
the government's own cabinet minister
was convicted along with the charges of
rape.

When this situation of menace was
prevailing in the state, BJP came into
power with a huge majority in the
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Assembly Elections of 2017. Unlike the
previous government, the state of law and
order in Uttar Pradesh came to be
effective under the BJP regime. In the
previous governments, the gangsters and
goons were made cabinet ministers
because of which there was complete
anarchy but since 2017, there is a major
improvement in law and order. There was
a global perception that Uttar Pradesh has
the highest criminal cases, and it was said
that it is not safe to reside in Uttar Pradesh
but on a perusal of the latest data released
by the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) it is evident that there is a sharp
decline in the criminal cases. The NCRB
data says that UP has witnessed a
significant reduction of 45.43 percent in
rape cases and has the lowest figures of
crimes against women compared to the 21
major states of the country. The state has
seen a significant fall in the number of
rape cases from 3419 cases in 2016 to
2317 cases in the year 2020 not only this
the state has witnessed a major fall of
19.80 percent from the year 2016 to 2020
in cases of murder. With stringent law
enforcement and effective administration
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criminal cases in the state are significantly
declining.

Because of the effective law and order in
the state, the investors have also started
investing in Uttar Pradesh. In order to
promote industrialization, the
government in 2018 organized the Uttar
Pradesh Investment Summit which was
the first of its kind. The unprecedented
success of the event led to the generation
of investment intents worth more than
4.28 lakh crores in different sectors like
renewable energy, power, IT & Electronic
Manufacturing, etc. Latest reports reveal
that the robust policies of the government
enabled it to secure over Rs. 1,88,000
crores in the last years. Because of the
efficient policies around 21 companies
have invested around Rs. 10,000 crores
and besides this, more than 30 companies
invested about Rs. 32,000 crores in
electronic manufacturing. The entire state
has commendable diversity, each district
has its own specialty, to promote the local
markets of different districts One District
One Product Scheme was launched by
which Rs. 25,000 are provided to local
craftsmen and entrepreneurs.

To generate state revenue the government
has also framed effective tourism policies.
The entire nation knows that Uttar
Pradesh is the most populous state in India
where multi-hued culture has blossomed.
Uttar Pradesh has the oldest seat of India's
culture and civilization, as it is around the
holy Ganga. Religious pilgrims of Uttar
Pradesh are the main center of attraction
for the tourists to visit the state, districts
like Ayodhya, Mathura, Varanasi, and
Prayagraj are known for their sacredness
and the spiritual value they carry as per the
Hindu mythology. After the declaration of
the Ayodhya Verdict, the government
began the construction of Ram Mandir



because of which tourists will visit
Ayodhya this will generate various job
opportunities and local businesses will be
benefitted from this. The development of
Varanasi, the inauguration of the Kashi
Corridor are the major developments that
showcase the creation of opportunities for
the people of the state. These
developments are not only necessary for
the tourism purpose but also portray the
history of Uttar Pradesh, developments of
these cities will depict the diversity of the
Hindu culture.

The government has also framed policies
for the welfare of marginalized sections of
the society like Uttar Pradesh Kanya
Sumangla Yojana, which was introduced
with an objective to facilitate a
conditional cash transfer to ensure social
security to girl child and her development.
Uttar Pradesh Widow (Vidhwa) Pension
Scheme was launched and intends to
provide pension amounting to Rs. 1000
per month to all the widows whose name
appears in the All-India Final BPL list.
This move is one of the greatest amongst
the different policies because widows are
cornered socially in the society which
makes it difficult for them to live in the
society, this welfare scheme will help
them to become self-reliant.

The entire nation was shaken by the

widespread of the coronavirus, a
nationwide lockdown was imposed to
clamp down the effect of the virus, but all
the efforts of the government turned out to
be futile. However, to provide relief to the
public, the Uttar Pradesh government
introduced various welfare schemes like
sevayojan portal was established for
addressing the grievances of migrants'
laborers returning to their homes not only
this the government has also launched
Uttar Pradesh Mukhyamantri Bal Seva
Yojana, via this scheme the government
intends to look after those children who
have lost both their parents, legal guardian
or earning member of the family. Through
this scheme, the state government will
facilitate financial assistance (Rs. 4,000)
to a child's guardian or caretaker till
he/she attains adulthood and in case the
child has no one to look after him/her then
he will be sent to children's home.

The state has significantly developed in
the education sector. This is clear from the
fact that in the last 4 years, about 4.80
crore new students took admission in
government schools run by the state.
Under the Samajwadi Party regime cases
of cheating in the examinations of
secondary schools and other exams as
well were very common, but the
government has ensured cheating-free
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examination of the secondary school.
Major reforms have been done by the BJP
led government in Uttar Pradesh one of
which includes 'Operation Kayakalp' by
which the government ensures that basic
facilities are provided to the schools of the
state. Children are provided free books,
uniforms, etc. To ensure transparency
regarding the transfer process of the
teachers the whole process has been made
online so as to eradicate any kind of
corruption. Earlier students of rural areas
had to walk far to pursue higher education
but now 51 new government colleges are
being established which will help in the
promotion of education in the state.

Concluding Remarks

On a perusal of policies and reports of the
state, it is evident that the state of Uttar
Pradesh has witnessed a significant rise
since 2017. Previous governments did
nothing for public welfare and
development. Previous governments
miserably failed to do justice with the
state by indulging in corruption. In the
past four years, different sectors of the
state have seen enormous growth. It was
because of the effective implementation
of government policies only that the state
is witnessing major development.

Author: Animesh Upadhyay,
Advocate, Lucknow High Court

34



ARTICLE

The Changing Landscape of U.P

s a student, and currently a

consultant based out of U.P.

itself, I have seen a vast change
in U.P. from the dark days of the early
noughties and early 2010s. The idea of
this article is to first understand the
“change” and analyze the reasons for the
said change. It is an attempt at
highlighting the developmental and the
transformational role played by the
purveyors of the current regime in order to
highlight the sustained impact that it may
have, (provided the current regime is
allowed to flourish further).

“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas”-
Creating the oft considered archaic
term into a reality in U.P.

The pre-covid days (2016-2019) had seen
an unprecedented era of growth in Uttar
Pradesh. The era transformed U.P. from a

state often considered “backward” for the
lack of a better word, to one that laid out a
new model of development, fundamental
in remolding the Indian Economy. U.P.
from the inception of independence had
been seen as a land of barbarians, a state
opaque in opportunities wherein the idea
of having a good life seemed far-fetched,
primarily due to the incessant levels of
crimes across cities that at a point ravaged
its reputation beyond repair. As someone
born and brought up in a small city in U.P,,
the imprints of these ideas could be seen in
the way our schools were structured and
on a broader level, life in general. The
terms that “yahan se nikal jao, yahan kuch
nhi rakha” had become commonplace in
every nook and corner of many cities in
the state. The current regime, empathetic
towards the demands and the needs of the
people ensured that their first step was to

bring law and order under their control
and identify core crime areas that needed
to be shut down. They were respectively
illegal mining, land mafia, and
unauthorized slaughterhouses often
polluting rivers while reaching new lows
in their treatment and brutality towards
animals.

A New Dawn for the Underdeveloped
Regions- A path not trodden before

The Investors' Summit of 2018, went
about bringing global investment and
infrastructure to the forefront. The
problem though was the pre-existing
regional imbalance. To counter this,
underdeveloped regions were provided
infrastructure development projects. The
projects were respectively- The
Purvanchal Expressway (spanning
340.82 km), Bundelkhand Expressway
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(296.070 km), and the Ganga Expressway
(596.00 km).

Additionally, plans have been laid out to
initiate the construction of metros in the
cities of Kanpur and Agra. It's
revolutionary to note that this regime
plans on making the spiritual hub of Uttar
Pradesh into a city that rivals the glitz and
glamour of our capital. The idea is to
ensure that the identity of these cities is
not constrained to just being part of the
“NCR”, but rather creating a niche for
itselfin the rapidly globalizing India.

The Summit saw investment proposals
worth Rs. 4.68 lakh crore out of which 371
have already been implemented.

The government understood that the
reason for poverty wasn't the lack of
capability. The poor are entrenched in a
cycle where they are involved in doing
daily complex tasks that require physical
and mental acumen, which isn't paid for
adequately. The truth, which this regime
realized quite early was that poverty was a
result of a financial institution that lacked
insight in finding ways to widen its
economic base.

The aforementioned plans and policies
are estimated to generate more than 33
lakh employment opportunities.

The importance of education towards the

path of development has also been given
prominence in the past few years.
“Operation Kayakalp” has helped in
providing basic facilities to primary
schools such as toilets, drinking water,
electrification, etc. This has been done in
more than 92 thousand primary schools.
The plan is to recruit more than 69,000
teachers in the govt. schooling system.
The state has also seen 55 new
government inter colleges that have been
approved for secondary education.

Recognizing U.P. as a crime capital before
they took charge, this government has
established 41 new police stations and 13
check posts leading to the recruitment of
more than 1.5 lakh police personnel. The
effects have been tremendous as dacoity
cases had decreased by 60 percent and
murder by 48 percent from 2016. The
zero-tolerance policy towards crime has
meant that the U.P. government has
received widespread support and
popularity throughout the country. This
popularity in turn has resulted in
widespread recognition and appreciation
of the current police, which means that
there is an increased belief in the eyes of
the subalterns when it comes to getting
what they perceive as “justice”. This
significant upheaval has also coincided
with the digitalization of the process of
reporting crimes as apps and quick-to-
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connect calls have replaced the hassle that
was permanent previously.

Whatlies ahead

This government has realized that it's
impossible to facilitate change by fighting
the existing reality. They have countered
this by taking small steps while ensuring
that the process of change (both cultural
and economic) is facilitated at a pace that
the country can keep up with and rejoice
as they see the development the state and
its previously neglected cities have seen.
It cannot be denied that there is still a long
way to go. The cultural, political, and
social image of the U.P. is undergoing a
transformation, which is something that
requires adequate time and support. It
needs to be understood that India, instead
of being an underdeveloped country,
contextually has a vast history and
cultural history, which till the past few
years had been in an advanced state of
decay. The transformational work in Uttar
Pradesh in such a short span of time
provides hope that we can mend the
wrongs of past inefficiencies and draconic
policies that have and are continuing to
ravage our country.

Author: Abhimanyu Agarwal is a graduate
from Jindal Global Law School and currently
works as a specialist at Price Waterhouse
Coopers
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a1 g, Safe fed s6 e AT &
TTH 4.5 ARG AT B ISR g |
ITT B RIARY &R a9 2016 H 17% I
3R ST S TTH 5% BN TS B 1 I
P Hal 3R HeUreR! demrel H
UReRIdT 3mft § | Ie0 TRPR gRI SR
% Jadd & SR, 21,000 ATHIRFAT
I gafdhe U U 3R 11,000 AT
D YA a1 dioFT & dgd BT
foafa farmani
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I HfeR o1 fufor anh sy
WER BB H 81 L= gl |

P Rien Hifa & srafa $ik T
P! THUYd BT TS Acdd Hf feam
fied & @ 9, ot g Sifas-19
TR ®f Tuc ¥ |1 Th dld S8
HT UST 3R 40 ARG 31 yard
PR 3R AR AP SS9 P TR
o H ol 3T 39 3fafd & SR anft
HEIAIY & A T DR A, URURSD
PRITRI, TSR AR IR 3 Th
el foeRd &1, e fowda
YR} B AR T & Y-y
JYHHEAT R HIet &1 AR YRd

It MR & FHEa § Upfas
3muerstt I tifsdl of 24 ¢ F HiaR
3HTaST U B BT T o T
2| oo ReRI & I § IR Uy
P! HId X P [AHM DI TG B
el 5T & FY T T ST UT| Al
3TST IR U g DR gRI JaTferd
42 TSR & A A, 3R < &
fap AN e ¢ H, 3= Il Y 9gd
M fAwd T gl UNU WHR
SMER & Y TR IR IHR HTH B
w B, Jef Uz WeR Oerelt
Iash g3 Of| fed WReRI o W
HieTe g ol, fo¥dh SR arT
TRd ¥ dfe Il PR 994 & 9l
Tl AR HTS I (b 7Y, TR Al
DI A FTS T | TSl BRI A olet
30 folE OR §911T, 981 3d! WBR A
TRid & e R | S fgg Al
FRIHT TS WHR gRI Y
¥U Y {1 TH & HRUIIG H UGS
A, WV <3 SRkt THwS I3
8 o Bdt At 9t Semiia anh
WHR A FY T, /e d e,
TRT A TNed, 3R IR-IRT Id B
ToaT B IR FfegH awrish & g
amm O wRi ot '1fa &t S W
AR & gg R el WeRT & @d

S 1 3FYRUN B N i A BT R
foa|

WHR & qae o FAfaar & S
faRraa o fireh W1 8T B AR,
FIfds-19, 3R TURE Isg H1 Juft A
BT Afp R et arft s A g gt
BT IR | TG § IR AT BT fAy
o & e o Horgd fpar g1 g el
el Y B! GAAR @A gY SR H
3R Y¥ MR feam arat § fge S
R Fvfgaa J e T gedt

3 2022 F fAUTIHT AT B faues
TEITESYT ST, TRDBR Bl DIl
FeRex A @i, dfd TReR &
A HH T # By MU Si@miie
FH & M T Tt fquelt veum fonsdt
HH Pt Tal || 3 T=d ¢ 34T
TR ¥ gt TWHR & GHAR HH DI
T A STH B, B B AR B, GG
B RIER AD UG DI, SR ATBS e,
foe gad SR oo Tged anft
WBR R W I B | TP ST UL
H ITH U™ §H & forg anft &
iR

Author: Nishit
Research Scholar Delhi School of
Economics University of Delhi
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Developmental and Transformation
Work in Uttar Pradesh

hree years of trust, development

and good governance have turned

Uttar Pradesh from a lagging state
to one with a new development model,
responsible for changing the lives of 23
crore people and playing a leadership role
inreshaping the Indian economy.

Amidst the anarchy and goonda raj, our
greatest task was to re-establish faith in
law and order. Our motto, "Paritranaay
Sadhunaam, Vinashaya Cha
Dushkratam," was put into action so that
the public, as well as investors, can rest
casy, allowing the state to continue on
another industrial revolution, eventually
propelling it to a $1 trillion economy. The
first step was to restore law and order,
tighten the noose around illegal mining
and land mafia, and close down the
unlicensed slaughterhouses that pollute
our rivers.

Unnecessary government holidays were
eliminated, and victims of triple Talak
received the dignity and assistance they
deserved.

The mantra "sabka saath, sabka vikas,
sabka vishwas" was made a reality on the
ground by bringing changes to the
madrasa education system, which brought
Muslim students into the mainstream of
society.

Infrastructure development projects such
as the Purvanchal Expressway (340.82
km), Bundelkhand Expressway (296.070
km), and Ganga Expressway were given
to underdeveloped regions (596.00 km).
It's worth noting that only two cities in the
state were connected to the air grid prior to
2017. In the last three years, our
administration has added seven cities to
the air grid and is working on the
construction of 12 more airports.

It's worth noting that only two cities in the
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state were connected to the air grid prior to
2017. In the last three years, our
government has added seven cities to the
aviation grid and is building 12 additional
airports. Other cities, like Kanpur and
Agra, are working to start the metro
development process. The Jewar
International Airport is a gift to the state
and will help to improve the fortunes of
the National Capital Region. It will not
only generate a sufficient number of jobs
and employment opportunities for
millions of people, but it will also give UP
international respect.

All of these will result in over 33 lakh
directand indirect job possibilities.

The state government's primary task and
priority was to put a smile on the faces of
farmers. A solution has been created to
address payment issues that have been
lingering since 2010-11.

For the second year in a row, Uttar
Pradesh ranked second in sugarcane and
sugar production in the country. Farmers
have received a record payout for
sugarcane worth Rs 92,000 crore. The
capacity of the sugar mills in Munderwa,
Pipraich, and Ramala has increased as a
result of the addition of new units.

The state administration has established
many programs in order to meet the prime
minister's goal of doubling farmer income
by 2022.

The state administration distributed soil
health cards to millions of farmers.
Thousands of farmers have received a 40
to 90 percent subsidy for acquiring
agricultural machinery through a custom
hiring center, with the funds being paid
straight to the farmers' bank accounts.

In the Bundelkhand region, they have
started a slew of irrigation projects that
will assist 50 lakh farmers this fiscal year

by irrigating an additional 18 lakh
hectares of land. To emphasize this point,
the long-awaited Bansagar Irrigation
Project was constructed and dedicated to
the region's farmers. In the plains, projects
such as the Arjun Sahayak, Bhavani, and
Bandai Dams, as well as the Saryu Canal,
Madhya Ganga Canal, and Uttar Pradesh
Water Sector Restructuring, will bring
more prosperity to the region. The 'Khet
Talab' plan in Bundelkhand has resulted in
the construction of over 8,000 ponds on
private land. This year, 6,000 additional
ponds will be built in the area.

Gorakhpur's Aami River, Lalitpur's Odi
River, Ayodhya's Gomti River, and
Pilibhit's Ganda River have all been
resurrected.

The devout Ganga-yatra was a path from
faith to the economy, with farmers and
rivers being invoked in the same way. The
Sisamau Sewer point in Kanpur, which
used to be a point of flow for 14 crore liters
of sewage into the holy Ganga every day,
has been blocked as part of the Namami
Gange project, considerably lowering
pollution in the river.

It's interesting to note that only 12 medical
colleges existed in the state for the first 76
years following the country's
independence. In under three years, we
were able to establish seven new medical
institutions and begin MBBS classes. We
also set the foundation for the
construction of eight new medical
schools. The central government has
approved the creation of 13 additional
medical colleges. A total of 28 medical
colleges will be available in Uttar Pradesh
in the near future. In Gorakhpur and Rae
Bareli, AIIMS is also under construction.

The number of brain patients has
decreased by 56% and the number of



deaths has decreased by 90% as a result of
improved health care and initiatives under
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Encephalitis
has been an epidemic in children for the
past four decades.

Only education allows a civilization to
progress down the road of growth. We
liberated education from the grasp of
cheating mafias in order to unleash the full
potential of our kids. Basic utilities such
as boundary walls, bathrooms, drinking
water, and electrification are being
installed in over 92 thousand elementary
schools as part of "Operation Kayakalp."

A total of 45,383 instructors have been
hired, with another 69,000 teachers on the
verge of being hired. In secondary
education, 55 new government inter
colleges have also been approved. Not
only that but the process of establishing
Atal Residential Schools has been
accelerated in every Circle Headquarters
in order to bring knowledge to the
children of laborers and the poor.

In Lucknow, Badaun, and Gorakhpur,
PAC women battalions are being formed.
There is now a "Pink Bus Service."
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Security guards, as well as female
conductors, are employed on these buses,
and CCTV cameras are installed.

On the issue of law and order, we inherited
a weak police force. The places that
should have been "safe zones" became
criminals' "safari zones." Our government
worked tirelessly to restore law and order.
As a result, today's offenders are either
fleeing the state or imprisoned.

The government's efforts earned
significant support and popularity across
the country. The Punjab and Haryana
High Court praised the state's improved
law and order, but suggested that stricter
laws be enacted against criminals, similar
to those in Uttar Pradesh.

The fact that the state government has
supplied government jobs to three lakh
individuals in the previous three years has
been achieved through our transparent
approach.

Forme, itis a source of personal pride that
UP has risen to the top of the country in
many sectors over the last three years. The
state of Uttar Pradesh was the first to
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create a skill development and health
policy, as well as declare human-wildlife
conflicta disaster. It also took first place in
the country by winning the top prize for
making the most e-market purchases
(Gem). It also won nine Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana awards, seven MNREGA
awards, two Urban Mission awards, and
one each for Livelihood Mission, Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan, and NIRDP. The
maternal mortality rate dropped by 30% in
just three years. For Nutrition Month, the
state won the highest honor. In the
cleanliness assessment, fourteen state
bodies were recognized and awarded the
Krishi Karman Award for maximum
oilseed output.

The state also ranks first in milk, sugar,
sugarcane, and food production. The state
is also the leader in the establishment and
operation of most medical institutions in
the country. These awards encourage us to
innovate constantly. Because of these, the
state is gaining the identity of a developed
state.

They care about everyone, including the
hamlet, the poor, farmers, women,
laborers, and children. They have tabled a
budget of over Rs 5 lakh crore for the
inclusive development of Uttar Pradesh,
the largest budget in the state's history.
Schemes like the Chief Minister's
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme and
the Youth Entrepreneurship Development
Campaign (YUVA) will prove to be
landmarks in the field of self-employment
and self-reliance in this historic budget
dedicated to youth.

Conclusion:

This is only the start. With the prime
minister's blessing, these are the initial
steps toward restoring the holy land of
Prabhu Shri Ram and Lord Shri Krishna to
its ancient beauty. It seems that the
remaining two years of our administration
will serve as milestone moments for
progress, public welfare, and democracy.

Author: Nisha Verma. Student, SVNIT,
Gujarat.
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Social Justice and Indian Muslim

he Indian Constitution has

guaranteed social, economical

and political justice to all it's
citizens which must be achieved by
adopting reasonable measures. Social
identities become a vital tool against
which the principles of the Constitution
are putto test.

To achieve an egalitarian society, the
identification of historically marginalized
communities takes centre stage of the
Indian polity. This in turn brings about the
reform in laws and adds value to the ever
evolving Constitution, which is the legal
guidebook for the Indian Civilization.

India remains the rarest of the rare
Civilizations which has addressed the
issues of social reforms within the faith
professed by it's original inhabitants, the
aboriginals. The justice was emdedded
and codified into it's very Constitution.
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The caste problem among Hindus was not
only addressed, but judicial and legal
remedies of it, were given directives from
it's very Constitution. We hardly find such
parallels in the history of other Modern
Day Nation States. This has helped Indian
society in addressing historical injustices
and thus build a more inclusive and just
society. While the Hindu community has
benefited largely from these reforms, we
see that the same has not got replicated in
India's 2nd largest Religious community,
the 25 Crore powerful Muslim
community.

The Muslim votebank occupies a
significant space in the political discourse
of India. However, during such
conversations, the various influencers of
society commit a grave mistake of looking
at Muslim society as a monolith. They
make the cardinal error of viewing it as a
society built on equality which has no

place for hierarchies.

When the Hindu society is scrutinized via
the lens of intersectionality, convergence
of different identities and privilege to
determine the extent of marginalization
and collective backwardness of different
groups within society, why should Indian
Muslim be viewed as a monolith bereft of
any internal fissures, hierarchies of
oppression and multiple layers of social
stratification?

Islam has no caste system, however the
biggest myth about Indian Muslim society
is that it's a casteless community. [ belong
to the lower caste among Muslims
referred as Pasmanda Muslims. Coming
from a backward caste, I am witness to
casteism in Muslim society. Majority of
India is oblivious to this fact but
Pasmanda Muslim compromise 85% of
the 25 Crore Indian Muslim Population.
The powerful upper caste Ashrafs want to




keep this status quo intact to save their
interest.

Indian Muslim society are divided into
three main classes-

» Ashraf(Upper Caste)
* Ajlaf(backward Muslims)
e Arzal (Dalit Muslims)

Ajlaf and Arzal together come under the
Umbrella Term of Pasmanda Muslims. At
the top of hierarchy are 'Ashraf' Muslims
who are either of foreign (descendents of
Arab) origin or native upper caste
converts.

Politics of minority and Pasmanda
Muslim

Unfortunately, the social justice warriors
of India are not able to see that entire
politics of minority, especially of Indian
Muslim, are fought at the cost of
negligence of Pasmanda Muslim's
interest. Ashraf Muslims- literally, the
superior and privileged class, have
dominated 85 percent of Pasmanda
Muslim throughout the history and
established their relationship with India in
concept of political term, with entitlement

to power.

The Ashrafs are overrepresented
everywhere at the cost of Pasmanda
Muslim and yet entitled to welfare of
minority. Truth is that Ashrafs with a 2.1
per cent share in the national population
had a representation of 4.5 per cent from
the first to the fourteenth Lok Sabha while
Pasmanda Muslim with a population
share of 11.4 per cent merely had a 0.8 per
centrepresentation in Loksabha.

The same is the situation of every
institution and organization which claims
to represent Indian Muslim. The fact is
that they represent and speak for only and
only 15 percent of Indian Muslims.
Ashrafs have a complete dominance and
monopoly in Institutions like
AIMPLB(AIl India Muslim Personal Law
Board) Universities like Aligharh Muslim
University and every major Institute.

This is just the tip of the iceberg and does
not cover the whole spectrum of
discrimination that Pasmanda Muslims
face in their daily life. As Pasmanda
Muslim it pains me that real issues of 85
percent of Muslims never come to
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forefronts which are education,
livelihood, women rights, representation
and reform in society. They are sadly used
as pawns by Ashrafs, they fight for their
emotional propaganda, to ensure their
masters power is there to stay.

Time has come to see through these layers
to emancipate 85 percent of Indian
Muslim and bring them into mainstream.
State has to ensure that Pasmanda Muslim
get their place and proper representation
in all institution which is snatched away in
the garb of minority status. For example
when minority institutions don't
implement RTI or reservation, they are
ensuring Ashrafs hegemony in the name
of minority rights.

Things need to change NOW. We want to
co-exist with our Hindu brethren with
whom we share civilisational ties and do
not want to be mere pawns of Ashrafs in
these power battles with them.

Author: Amana Begum Ansari

Research and Policy Analyst at Citizen's
Foundation for Policy Solutions, writer and
Youtuber who runs a weekly show called 'India
This Week by Amana and Khalid'
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Developmental works and progress
in Uttar Pradesh in the last 5 years

ndia's ‘'heartland’, a historical city,

rich in cultural and religious roots, an

abode to distinct flora & fauna, Uttar
Pradesh never ceases to impress. Being
the most populous state of the country
with immense demographic dividends,
strong political leadership the state has
got a new direction witnessing impressive
growth and development in the last 5
years. According to finance department
data, in 2020-21 the gross state domestic
product of UP reached US$ 268 billion
which is ahead of states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Gujarat reflecting that the
state has now become a new destination
for investors.

5 YEARS OF 'TURNING
CHALLENGES INTO
OPPORTUNITIES

Once infamously called the 'bimaru' state
for its poor social and economic
conditions, low literacy rate, high crime
rate, poor performance in law and order
and women safety, etc. is no longer

BIMARU due to its progressive
transformation under Yogi Adityanath's
strong leadership, consistent efforts of
government with its citizen-centric
approach, committed bureaucracy, and
citizen involvement.

DEVELOPMENT IN
AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is an integral part of the UP
state economy with more than 40 percent
of the total population depending on it.
The state has become one of the highest
producers of Sugarcane, food grains,
fruits, and vegetables. In the last 5 years,
the state has seen a rise in the livestock
sector too. The reason for this significant
performance in the agricultural sector in
UP is mainly due to the effective inputs
like quality seeds and fertilizers,
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irrigation and power facilities, easy
agricultural credit. The famous ODOP
(One district One product) made miracles
especially during the covid pandemic
providing employment opportunities to
many. Schemes like UP Atmanirbhar
krishak samanvit vikas yojana, UP
Mukhya mantri kisan evam sarvahit bima
yojana, UP Gopalak yojana, subsidy
schemes aligned in line with central
government programs helping in poverty
alleviation and thus improving the
livelihood of masses.

HEALTH CARE

Uttar Pradesh was majorly vulnerable to
Encephalitis, Dengue, and Malaria.
Through various policies and programs in
the last 5 years, considerable progress has
been made in providing effective,
affordable, quality health care that is now
available to people. A highly lauded
program of the UP government is Mukhya
mantri Jan Arogya Abhiyan which
provides free medical services to poor
families who aren't covered under central
government Ayushman Bharat.
Government Medical Colleges, Mobile
medical units are being set up in the state.
Upgradation of health care infrastructure
in community health centers, PHC's has
led to reduced inequalities in access to
child and maternal health care. DVDMS
(Drug & vaccine distribution and
management system) which works in all
district hospitals in Uttar Pradesh has now
been scaled up to Primary health centers.
This system helps in providing end-to-end
supply chain management. Along with
this state has a PC PNDT website to stop
female feticide, ban sex-selection and
stop the declining sex ratio. Uttar Pradesh
is also on track in achieving IMR and
MMR targets focusing on antenatal care
and institutional deliveries. For the last 5

years, Uttar Pradesh is on its journey to
becoming a healthy and progressive state.

REVOLUTION INEDUCATION

Uttar Pradesh is one of the leading states
in implementing NEP which primarily
focuses on skill development. The
government has started innovative
programs like 'Graded learning program'
to improve and strengthen foundational
skills of children, capacity building
program to teachers at the block level,
technology-based learning, providing
basic facilities and infrastructure to
government schools so that they stand at
par with the private schools, focus on
higher learning outcomes. Through these
consistent efforts, student enrollment has
increased in the last 5 years.

INDUSTRY-INFRASTRUCTURE-
INVESTMENT

Due to the abundant resources, policies
adopted by the government from 2019,
development in social and economic
infrastructure, and business-friendly
ecosystem huge investments are being
made in various sectors like the Agro-
processing industry, IT industry, Textile,
and leather industry, etc. A large number
of Industrial areas, Special economic
zones, [IDC (Industrial infrastructure
development center) are set up in the state.
In the recent Department for promotion of
industry and internal trade data, UP has
attracted FDI inflow worth US$ 664.66
million between Oct 2019 and March
2021.

The government has announced various
policies like Start-Up policy 2020, New
electronic manufacturing policy 2020,
etc. to create a favorable environment to
start the business and make Uttar Pradesh
a manufacturing and export hub. In
addition to these efforts, Purvanchal
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expressway termed as 'carrier of
development' is a feather in the cap which
brings economic development in eastern
UP. All these policies and programs help
in improving the economy of the state
contributing significantly to state GDP.
With the efforts of every stakeholder, UP
ranks 2nd in Ease of doing business in the
country also improving in Ease of living.

TOURISM

Uttar Pradesh has become a home to
several architectural wonders and is one
of the most favorite tourist destinations in
the country. Recent government t data

shows that in 2019, domestic tourist
arrival in the state reached 535.8 million
and foreign tourist arrival Crossed more
than 4.74 million. Places like Agra,
Varanasi, Mathura, Ayodhya, Prayagraj,
Lucknow, Khushinagar has improved
road and railway infrastructure providing
employment to the local. The recent
inauguration of the Kaashi Vishwanath
Corridor which connects Kashi
Vishwanath temple to the ghats of the holy
Ganga boosts the tourism industry
helping in the progress of Uttar Pradesh.

The developmental works and progress

ushering in Uttar Pradesh are essentially
due to the good governance practices
following from the last 5 years.
Interdepartmental coordination,
transparent and accountable services,
easy grievance redressal mechanisms
make the state rise high on the ladder of
development. Uttar Pradesh has set an
example of how the state can progress,
make achievements, reap the benefits of
development through a strong,
committed, pro-people, and leadership
thatis well aware.

Author: Shravya S Kumar,
Student (Chikkamagaluru, Karnataka)
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