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Editorial

The country celebrated the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose by installing his digital statue beneath the canopy at India
Gate. Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha expresses heartfelt thanks to Prime
Minister Modi for honouring Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose with a grand
statue at India Gate on his 125th birth anniversary. It is a tribute to Netaji and
the Indian National Army and the glorious legacy of India's revolutionary
struggle for freedom, which was whitewashed by the court-historians of the
Congress party and communist propagandists.

The people of India have risen in armed rebellion against the alien rule
throughout the colonial rule. Netaji symbolises this tradition of defiance and
Parakram in the face of all odds. The government has taken the initiative to
commemorate the 75th year of independence as Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
to reclaim our history and celebrate the struggles and sacrifices of the
unsung heroes. The Central Government has also instituted an annual award
in his name, "Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Purskar," inspired
by Netaji's selfless sacrifice and service. This award aims to recognise and
honour the individuals and organisations that have rendered selfless service
and have invaluably contributed to the field of disaster management.

The month of February will witness the keenly contested elections in the
five states of Punjab, Goa, Manipur, Uttrakhand and Uttar Pradesh in the
best traditions of Indian democracy. These elections are a contest between
competing visions of India where BJP represents forces of stability,
inclusiveness and economic growth against the forces of anarchy, casteism
and populism. A fine illustration of this would be the state of Manipur, which
has witnessed massive growth and development in all aspects of life under
the BJP government since 2017. Before 2017, the state suffered from
maladministration, shutdowns and blockades, which posed a hurdle to its
commerce and economy and severely impacted the lives of the common
citizens.

Similarly, the states of Goa and Uttrakhand have made rapid progress on
roads and other infrastructure under the BJP government, which has
improved ease of living and spurred economic growth. BJP has also made
deep inroads in Punjab by winning the people's trust who are seeking an



alternative to corruption and nepotism. Drugs, radicalisation and stifling of
the industry have derailed the growth story of Punjab under Congress, and
only BJP, with its ideology of nationalism and politics of development,
promises a better future.

The budget 2022 is the forward-looking & most tech-savvy budget ever. The
future is digital & Prime Minister Modi is equipping India with the
necessary digital infrastructure today to lead the world tomorrow.
Blockchain-based Digital Rupee, 5G, expanding Optical Fibre Network,
Digital University, Drone and battery as service, promotion of AVGC -
(Animation, Visual Media, Gaming and Comic) and aggressive StartUp
culture symbolises the futuristic vision of the BJP seeking to build a new
India for 21st CE. It is a pro-India budget covering all sectors of the
economy. It's a 25-year forward-looking plan with a special push on
digitalisation & urban development. The massive increase in capital
expenditure for building new-gen infrastructure and urban development
while scaling up welfare schemes is a welcome move. By eschewing the
populist measures despite elections in five states, BJP is scripting a new
political culture where long-term goals are not compromised at the altar of
short-term political gains.
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ARTICLE

“Rising Manipur” under BJP
Government: A story from
hopelessness to a bright future

one are those days when the

name of Manipur used to strike

fear in the hearts of many people,
which earlier used to be a no-go zone in
the North-East. From the early 1980s to
late 2010, Manipur was marked with all
sorts of civil disturbances and criminal
activities such as extortion, kidnappings,
killings, illicit trafficking of drugs and
arms through the porous border of
Myanmar marked the last four decades of
the state. There have been more than 1528
fake encounters or extrajudicial killings
by police and security forces between
1980 to 2010, and a large number of the
youth either went outside the state for
studies or employment or took up arms to
join different insurgent groups as there
was no alternative to employment or
means of decent livelihood. At one point
in time, there were almost 40 insurgent
groups in the state and there was a total
collapse in the law-and-order situation.
People were getting used to living under
bandhs, economic blockade and at one
point in time economic blockade had gone
over 150 days in one year. Vehicles used to
be lined outside petrol pumps overnight
for miles and miles just to get a few litres
of petrol and diesel. Manipur under 15
years of Congress rule saw its worst.
Former Chief Manipur Shri Ibobi Singh
had come to be known as 10% Chief
Minister. The harmonious relationship
that was shared for many centuries
between the hills tribals and valley-based
Meitei communities saw its biggest divide
which was created by Congress for
political exploitation. Murder and
mayhem have long been used in parts of
Northeast and Manipur. People were
getting fed up with everything wrong that

was happening. This was changing as
people were desperately looking for a
change of development and peaceful
simple life.

It was at this crucial juncture that BJP
formed its historic, first-ever government
in Manipur in 2017 by riding on the
popular wave of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi Ji who had promised to
end all the ills that were plaguing the
State. For BJP Development was the
mantra and the people were eager for
change. With no footprint in the largely
tribal north-eastern states, this election
marked the entry of BJP by toppling a 15-
year-old strong Congress rule. Newly
chosen Chief Minister Shri N Biren Singh
had many things to undo, and the
expectations were exceedingly high from
the people. Riding on these expectations,
one of the first things that the N. Biren
Singh administration did after having
come to power, is to bridge this gap and
smoothen over differences between

communities. He reached out to the
Tangkhul communities of Uhkrul district
by inaugurating the first-ever 'Shirui Lily
festival." The nearly weeklong festival
was a landmark wherein thousands of
brothers and sisters from the valley visited
Ukhrul and reached out to the Tangkhul
brethren, many for the first time in their
lives. With the local populace welcoming
the inflow of tourists by opening up
several homestays, music festivals
including renowned international music
bands have started performing in Ukhrul,
Manipur. The state administration started
taking up many measures which were
appreciated by many communities around
Manipur and the Chief Minister would
hold an occasional cabinet meeting in a
hill district, ensuring that the Meitei
dominated government (with 40 seats for
Meiteis and 20 seats for tribals) were
never seen as anti-tribal. The State
government ardently tried to change the
image of a government that was perceived
repeatedly by Manipur's tribal population
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as being anti-tribal, especially under the
previous Congress CM Ibobi
administration.

The government's image was further
solidified by a slew of other measures that
were taken up such as State-wide bandhs
and economic blockades called by civil
organisations (CSO's) which used to
haunt the people of the state, were now
outdated. The last 5 years has been a
blessing for the people of Manipur since
the Law-and-order situation has
drastically improved, and violent
protesters, stone pelting, teargassing and
curfews seem to be outdated. The state has
witnessed a ground-breaking increase in
the economic and tourism sphere and
there is a record increase of 222% in the
inflow of international tourists since
2016. This is a testament to the improved
tourism infrastructure and security in the
state and destinations that were once
feared to venture in the hills or the valley

became the most exciting adventure
tourism destinations. In the last 5 years,
Manipur has actually seen a 'reverse' brain
drain with its people coming back to the
state and driving the entrepreneurship
ecosystem. The state is witnessing a
massive growth in the hospitality industry
with several resorts and homestays
catering to the various needs of tourists
and the locals are enjoying a lifestyle
which they could have never thought of in
the previous regime of the Congress party.
Manipur's youth are bearing the fruit of
this prosperity in the region. Manipur has
proved innumerable times that the youths
of this talented and tiny state can produce
many Olympians and international
sportspersons, and this will be further
pushed with our Prime Minister setting up
the National Sports University in Manipur
and taking up initiatives to set up an
Olympic Park in honour of the many
Olympians Manipur has produced, the

7

ARTICLE

future has never been this bright.

The state government administration's
success has been that it has built an image
of being accessible to the public by
regularly holding 'Miyamgi Numit' (Jan
Sabhas).

But the biggest victory and achievement
of BJP is giving the people of Manipur its
long-awaited demand of ILP (Inner Line
Permit), a system that the people of
Manipur have been demanding since the
1970's to the state without single
bloodshed or protest unlike the previous
era of Congress where any violent protest
meant the death of innocent lives.

With the overall Law and Order situation
improving, Manipur started seeing a
positive wave of changes. Many young
entrepreneurs started coming up with
varieties of Start-Ups and businesses.
Younger generations were eager to tap on
this new change of peace and prosperity,




ARTICLE

especially with avenues and prospects
blooming and a people-friendly govt. The
BJP reached out to the people of the state
with several schemes and yojanas where
the people of the state have immensely
benefited. Some popular and notable
schemes such as Ayushman Bharat Health
Scheme, Chief Minister Hakchelgi
Tengbang, Ujjwala scheme, home for all,
start-up schemes for the youths of the
state, Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana as
well as free gas and COVID vaccinations
and many other meant for the welfare of
the people struck the right chords with the
long-neglected people of the state. At the
same time, the State administration's
movements such as 'Go to hills' 'Go to the
village' have gained strong momentum of
trust and love ofthe people towards BJP.

The most notable changes that can be seen
are the development in infrastructure and
in Road Connectivity not just in Manipur
but in the entire Northeast. The people of
the entire region can vouch that they have
never seen such rapid development in the
last 5 years especially when it comes to
road connectivity and infrastructure
development. This can be seen from the
fact that several supercars from Ferraris to
Porsche and dozens of other supercars
were seen enjoying the mesmerizing
roads running alongside the breath-taking
sceneries in Arunachal Pradesh. Likewise

in Manipur, the Development of the Asian
Highway no 1 through Moreh in Manipur
is set to become the main gateway to
Southeast Asia via the land route which
will propel Manipur to become an
economic hub in the near future. Also,
work is also in full swing for the rail
connectivity which is set to reach Imphal
by early next year. Completion of both
Highway and railway projects will bring
much-needed attention from investors
and entrepreneurs alike. All these rapid
changes are becoming a possibility
through Prime Minister 'Act East Policy'
from the then 'Look East Policy' coined
under the Congress Govt.

Modi Ji during his recent visit to Manipur
inaugurated and laid the foundation stone
of as many as 22 development projects
worth 4,800 crore rupees. These projects
are seen as a major boost to the state
spanning across diverse sectors including
road infrastructure, drinking water
supply, urban development, IT, skill
development, art and culture, health,
among others. Prime Modi Ji inaugurated
the newly made steel bridge in the Barak
River which is a vital bridge connecting
Manipur at a cost of more than 75 crore
which earlier was always in a dilapidated
condition. He also dedicated 2,387 mobile
towers to boost mobile connectivity at a
cost of Rs 1,100 crores. Inauguration of
water supply project will ensure that every
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household in the state will get drinking
water supply in the state through the
Transmission system of Thoubal
multipurpose project worth Rs 280 crore.
Modi Ji also laid the foundation stone of a
cancer hospital in Imphal worth around
160 crores which will greatly benefit the
people of the state by reducing the
expenditure as otherwise, people must
incur a huge cost going outside the state.
Modi Ji also laid the foundation stone of
the Centre for Invention, Innovation,
Incubation, and Training (CIIIT) to be
built at a cost of about Rs 200 crore. This
project is the biggest PPP initiative in the
state and will provide a boost to the
Information technology sector, besides
creating employment opportunities in the
state. He also laid the foundation stone of
Manipur Institute of Performing Arts at
Gurgaon at the cost of Rs 240 crore which
will promote the rich art and culture of the
state. Ima Keithels (Women's Market) has
been constructed in 7 hill districts of
Churachanpur, Ukhrul, Senapati,
Chandel, Tamenglong, Kangpokpi, and
Jiribam at the cost of Rs 70 crore. As part
of his efforts for the rejuvenation and
transformation of Imphal city, he also
launched the “Imphal Smart City
Mission” at the cost of Rs 170 crore which
includes the Integrated Command and
Control Centre (ICCC).

With several initiatives meant for the
youths, women, etc and many welfares
driven developmental projects being
taken up in the state, the road ahead for
Manipur under the BJP govt has never
seen a brighter day and the public have
wholeheartedly welcomed and applauded
for the last 5 years of splendid governance
of BJP under Modi Ji. The public is raring
to hug the promising future and the better
days to come and under BJP the folk
echoes of our great grandparents'
hymning 'Sanaleibak Manipur' or 'Golden
Manipur'is not far away.

Author: N. Nongpoknganba (LLM, MSW)
National Secretary BJYM
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BJP set to dominate the upcoming
2022 Uttarakhand elections

unique but significant fact about

Uttarakhand, also known as

'Devbhumi' (literally, 'Land of
the Gods'), is that no political party, be it a
national or a state party, has ever won a
second successive term since elections
were first conducted in the State in 2002.1

The Election Commission of India (ECI),
on January 8, 2022, announced the
election schedule for Uttarakhand, with
February 14, 2022, being the polling date
and March 10, 2022, being the vote
counting date.2With the polling date
drawing near, a few political pundits and
most opposition parties, referencing
Uttarakhand's history of anti-
incumbency, have contended that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will lose a
substantive vote-share. 1

Other issues thrown up against the present
government are the multiple top-
leadership changes, healthcare (in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic),
interstate migration,
supply, and roads.3However, the
incumbent BJP government in
Uttarakhand has performed robust
development work (policy enactment and
operational execution) in all key
parameters. The State population, being
the best judge, is expected to provide a
larger mandate than the one given in the
2017 Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly

electricity, water

election (57 out of 70 assembly seats)4,
and thus create history in the process.
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which will
contest the upcoming elections by
offering itself as an alternative to the two
grand old parties, is not expected to make
many electoral inroads according to
several major poll surveys.2

Having said that, it must be emphasized
that the BJP was not formed to gain power
but to serve the nation and society.5 The
party's election campaign theme perfectly
encapsulates the stated sentiments; that
it's the only party that has worked for the
State, and shall continue to do so ('Kiya
hai, karti hai, aur karegi Sirf Bhajpa').6

Let us explain the reasoning behind our
optimistic electoral assertions:

The rising popularity of the BJP: The
BJP garnered a popular-vote share of
33.13 percent and won 31 seats in the
2012 Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly
Elections. Comparatively, the Indian
National Congress (INC) received a vote
share of 33.79 percent and won 32 seats,
slightly higher than what the BIJP
achieved.7However, in the 2017
Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly
elections, the BJP received a popular-vote
share of 46.5 percent and won 57
assembly seats. Thus, it recorded a
positive vote swing of 13.37 percent since
2012, underpinning the local population's
dissatisfaction with the work done by the
INC.

While the INC's vote share reduced only
by 0.29 percent, the other parties' share;
that is, the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and 'Others,’ which includes smaller
regional parties and independent
contestants, reduced by 5.21 percent and
7.9 percent, respectively.8

Going forward, in the 2019 Indian
General Election, for the five seats from

Uttarakhand, the BJP garnered a 61.7
percent vote share, nearly double that of
the INC's vote share at 31.7 percent.
Comparing this to the 2017 election's
results, the BJP received an upwards vote
share swing of 15.2 percent, while the
INC saw the same metric decreasing by
1.8 percent. These statistics are proof that
Uttarakhand's population was satisfied
with the BJP's work over the years.

Achievement points.

Today the state is witnessing things no one
ever even thought of. Earlier even the road
network to hilly places was not up kept,
and now two major Hilly railway projects,
the Rishikesh-Karnprayag line, and
Tanakpur-Bageshwar line are under
construction in full swing. All-weather
wide highways have been constructed for
smooth, fast, and safe travel. Asia's
longest suspension bridge, 'Dobra Chati'
bridge has been constructed in Tehri
which has cut short the travel time from
Tehri to Pratapnagar from 5 hours to 1.5
hours and benefitted lacs of residents.
Under the Udaan scheme, 14 helipads and
two airports (one International airport)
have been sanctioned.

Several efforts are being made by the state
government to promote women
entrepreneurs. In this context, the Chief
Minister Women Entrepreneurship
Encouragement scheme has been
launched by our Hon. Chief Minister, Shri
Pushkar Singh Dhami. To promote
women's entrepreneurship, loans up to
five lacs are being provided to women's
self-help groups. The government is also
providing Kiosks at distant places like
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Mussoorie,
Nainital, etc to promote the above
schemes and sell their respective
products. It is estimated that at least 4
women will be engaged in employment
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through one Kiosk, totaling
approximately 20,000 employment
generation across the state. This will also
lure women to take a step towards
entrepreneurship rather than solely
focusing on govt. jobs. Uttarakhand is
also the first state to witness a reservation
for Orphan children in Government
services.

The government has taken a step to make
half the population a co-ledger in their
respective ancestral property. In this
order, The Uttar Pradesh Land Abolition
Act, 2021 has been implemented in the
state. This move was implemented to
empower women and make them
independent. Across the state, the
cooperative department is providing
'Ghasiari Kit' to women in rural areas.

References

Each kit comprises two drantis, rope,
water bottle, two kudrail, thermos, one
bag, etc. This will help women in hilly
regions to secure food from farms and
make a living. Our chief minister has also
launched the 'Chief Minister
Mahalaxmi Yojna' to distribute kits at
the time of pregnancy to at least 50,000
women across the state. Each kit will
include 250 grams of almonds, chuare, a
warm blanket, 2 pairs of socks, 500 ml
cooking oil, bathing soap, clothes
washing soap, etc.

The government has initiated the 'Nanda
Gaura Yojan' to uplift and assist the
development of female children in the
state. According to this yojna, an amount
of Rs.11,000 will be provided to the girl
child's family upon birth and an amount of
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Rs.51,000 will be provided after class
12th. On the occasion of Internation
women's day, our chief Minister provided
smartphones to 162 students of class 10th
and 12th. He also announced that a
mentorship program will be launched
soon to encourage them for a better future.

Looking at the historic work that the
double-engine government of Bharatiya
Janata Party in Centre and State has
accomplished in this hilly state, it can be
ascertained that on the 10th of March
2022 we all will again witness BJP
forming a strong government. As far as
fulfillment of manifesto's promises, the
efficiency of government's schemes, fuel
prices, rate of education, health center
development, etc. is concerned, the
records clarify that in BJP's governed
states all such parameters are met as per
people's need.

Author: Vivek Jain, State Co-Coordinator,
Vibhaag, BJYM Uttarakhand,

Gautam Sharma, Founder, The National
Guardian
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Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD) Scheme:
Assessing the growth of religious

tourism in Uttarakhand

ST IHATERITSITAY: UR=dJ | 94 sHRad ared 1 uReArad || 33|
Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 4, Verse 33

ilgrimage Rejuvenation and

Spiritual, Heritage

Augmentation Drive
(PRASAD)

The Government of India launched the
PRASAD scheme in the year 2014-2015
under the Ministry of Tourism. The full
form of the PRASAD scheme is
'Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual
Augmentation Drive."! The scheme
focussed on developing and identifying
pilgrimage sites across India for enriching
the religious tourism experience. It aims
to integrate pilgrimage destinations in a
prioritized, planned, and sustainable
manner to provide a complete religious
tourism experience. The growth of
domestic tourism in Uttarakhand hugely
depends on pilgrimage tourism. For
tapping the potential of pilgrimage
tourism, there is a need for holistic
development of the selected pilgrimage
destinations by the government along
with the cooperation of other
stakeholders. The Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage
Augmentation (PRASAD) scheme aims
at paving the way for the development and
promotion of religious tourism in India.

In the budget speech 2014-15, the Modi
Government decided to launch the
National Mission on Pilgrimage

-]

Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation
Drive with an initial provision of 100
crores for the current fiscal year.

Religious tourism destinations are not like
holiday/leisure tourism destinations,
which are primarily targeted at the
segment being inclined to travel and
spend. In developing religious tourism, it
is essential to build community
participation at the given
location/destination. Further, it is crucial
to provide modern amenities at religious
sites but also to see as to how the visitors
interact and seek new experiences at such
places. There is a need to identify core
deficiencies, facilitate the provision of
products, services and subsequently
address the issues that are important for
paving the way for the development and
promotion of religious tourism in India.

The challenges which need to be
addressed include inter alia, lack of
infrastructure like budget hotels, all-
weather roads, last-mile connectivity,
solid waste management, hygiene, lack of
awareness, development of code of
religious etiquettes to be observed by the
religious tourist.

Religious tourism in Uttarakhand

The central government has included
Gangotri and Yamunotri in Uttarakhand
under the central scheme of Pilgrimage

Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage
Augmentation (PRASAD).

According to the draft tourism policy
2017 of the Uttarakhand government, the
number of tourists visiting Uttarakhand
has consistently increased from around 11
million in 2000 to 28 million in 2012.
Following the 2013 disaster, it saw a dip
but by 2015 the number was near 25
million. In 2018, it is expected to break all
previous records and cross 30 million
tourist arrivals — almost three times the
population of Uttarakhand itself. By 2026
the number of tourists is expected to touch
awhopping figure of 67 million.

The analysis of tourists coming to the hill
state also reveals that among the foreign
tourists, nearly 58 percent of the visits
were for holiday/sightseeing, 21.9 percent
for health/yoga, and about 19.4 percent
for pilgrimage/religious functions. But
among domestic tourists, the main
purpose remains pilgrimage as
Uttarakhand is home to several
pilgrimage sites like Char Dham -
Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and
Badrinath — and Hemkund Sahib. The
report noted that about 44 percent of the
domestic tourist visits were for
pilgrimage.

The Uttarakhand government also
attaches huge importance to the tourism
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sector as it considers it to be one of the
major drivers of economic growth and
livelihood for its people. Earlier this year,
the government had even given 'industry’
status to the tourism sector, enabling the
sector to avail concessions and benefits
usually extended to micro, small and
medium enterprises.

Economic growth and development in
Uttarakhand

The tourism sector is accepted as a growth
driver for inclusive social-economic
progress through its forward and
backward linkages and the ability to
create employment in the economy. The
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the Swadesh Darshan scheme and
PRASAD scheme of the central
government, Uttarakhand is a site for eco-
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tourism for its direct and multiplier effect
upon employment generation and
economic development. It also seeks to
promote local art, culture, handicraft,
cuisine, etc

In order to develop sites of religious
significance will require the
dissemination and sharing of both
intellectual and practical contributions to
meet those needs in a planned and
stakeholder-driven manner. The state
must remember that the worshippers do
not want to feel that they are part of a
'show', but are happy to share their
religious space, and are proud of the
architecture and history that attracts
visitors to the site.

Author: Dr. Pooja Paswan,

Assistant Professor of Public Administration at

Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi




Rashtranayak Netaji's
Dharmic Vision

etaji Subhas Chandra Bose must

be conferred the title of

Rashtranayak (national hero)
lickety-split. Unfortunately, Article 18 (1)
of the Indian Constitution does not permit
any titles to individuals, except when in an
academic or military context. That is why
Mahatma Gandhi has never officially
been ‘Father of the Nation' and
lamentably, Netaji cannot be conferred
the title of Rashtranayak. If there was ever
an Indian hero in modern times, it must
unequivocally be Netaji. After facing
sustained opposition from the pro-Gandhi
factions of the Congress within the party
and severe restrictions from the British
Raj that culminated in his house arrest in
Kolkata, Netaji took a flight of
imagination and vision and escaped in a
most idiosyncratic manner to mobilize
Indians abroad towards an armed struggle
against the Britishers, to unshackle India
from their hold. On 21 October 1943, he
established the Azad Hind Government
with Japanese support in Singapore, with
its jurisdiction being primarily over the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, even as it
later struggled to make inroads into the
North-East of India. The provisional
government commanded a sizeable army
comprising of Indian POWs (Prisoners of
War) captured by the Japanese during the
Malayan campaign in Singapore and had
diplomatic relations with various
countries, including Germany, Italy,
Croatia, Thailand, Japan, Burma, Second
Philippine Republic, and Manchukuo. If
significant expanse and populace under
jurisdiction coupled with international
recognition were to be the barometer for
the legitimacy of a government, Netaji
was indeed the first Prime Minister of free
(and, might I add, undivided) India.
Technically, however, it took another
couple of years for the official Indian

Independence Act [1947 c. 30 (10 & 11.
Geo. 6.)] to be signed and for India to have
its much-cited “tryst with destiny'.

One often wonders how the country may
have evolved, particularly in its infancy,
had Netaji been at the helm of matters.
Some say that he would have established a
socialist authoritarian state, as he said he
sought to do for about two decades to even
out India's social and political problems
before democracy could be installed,
while others feel that Partition would
never have taken place with Netaji as the
national leader. Given that it was
interestingly Bose who had placed Nehru
as the chairman of the National Planning
Committee (NPC) after Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore had intervened to
convince areluctant Nehru with the words

“There were only two modernists in the
High Command—you and Subhas Babu™

Ref: Letter from Anil Kumar Chanda to
Jawaharlal Nehru (1938).

It seems likely that he would have been
the planned economy that Nehru
established post-independence. Whether
India would have lost the War of 1962
with China is anyone's guess. I, for one, do
believe that Netaji would have prioritized
realpolitik and pragmatism over the
utopian positivism that the Panchsheel
framework seems to present to a
belligerent China, which had just annexed
Tibet. What people, however, seldom
know and realize is that Mahatma Gandhi
was hardly the only prominent leader of
the later stages of the Independence
movement to have a strong Dharmic
mooring and alignment. While Netaji was
fairly against the activities of Veer
Savarkar and the Hindu Mahasabha,
given the famous criticism by the All India
Forward Bloc of Veer Savarkar's speech in
December 1939 against the A. K. Fazlul
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Haq government of Bengal (back in the
day, rather pretentiously, the British Raj
had instituted the office of 'Prime
Minister of Bengal', an office that Haq
first occupied on 1 April 1937), he was a
devout Hindu and believed in Dharmic
ideas and principles. Not many know that
Netaji always carried a copy of the Srimad
Bhagavad Gita with him!

From a young age, Netaji was quite
influenced by the teachings and lives of
Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa and Swami
Vivekananda. This is evident in his words

"How shall 1 express in words my
indebtedness to Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda? It is under their
sacred influence that my life got first
awakened. Like Nivedita, I also regard
Ramakrishna and Vivekananda as two
aspects of one indivisible personality. If
Swamiji had been alive today, he would
have been my, my guru, that is to say, [
would have accepted him as my Master."

Ref: A Patriot Monk Swami Vivekananda
by Santa Kumara

Netaji was spiritual and ever committed to
Dharmic ideals throughout his life. He
found in Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa's
teaching on the oneness and unity of all
religions an inspiration for the diversity
he later encouraged in his Azad Hind Fauj.
Just like Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa,
Netaji was an ardent follower of Ma Kali
and kept a pictorial representation of the
deity in his pocket. He believed that
Swami Vivekananda preached the purest
form of Hinduism, in which caste and
creed had no relevance and bearing at all.
Netaji highlighted the role Swamiji
played in inspiring nationalism and
encapsulating the very spirit of India in his
writings, saying

"The foundation of the present freedom
movement owes it's to origin to Swamiji's
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message. If India is to be free, it cannot be
a land specially of Hinduism or of
Islam—it must be one united land of
different religious communities inspired
by the ideal of nationalism. (And for that)
Indians must accept whole-heartedly the
gospel of harmony of religions, which is
the gospel of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda"

While Netaji was a student in Presidency
College in 1913, he even considered
joining the Ramakrishna Mission as a
sanyasi. To that end, he met Swami
Brahmananda, a direct disciple of Sri
Ramakrishna Paramhansa and the then-
president of the Order. It is said that the
apparently prescient Swamiji told Netaji
that he was not meant to be a sanyasi. If
the theories of Netaji having survived the
plane crash in 1945 and returning to India
as a seer named Gumnami Baba are to be
taken seriously, his childhood ambition
may have had an avenue of expression!
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This close association with the
Ramakrishna Mission continued for years
after. As per the reminiscences of Swami
Shankarananda of the Ramakrishna Math,
Swami Abhedananda, a direct disciple of
Sri Ramakrishna, wanted to meet Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1939. Upon
meeting the dynamic leader, Swamiji
embraced Netaji with great affection and
blessed him, saying, "Be thou victorious."
During his time in Singapore, Netaji had a
special relationship with the Ramakrishna
Mission there, often meditating in the
shrine late into the night and sharing a
good rapport with Swami Bhaswarananda
with whom he had many spiritual
discussions. Swami Bhaswarananda was
impressed with Netaji, saying that he had
the grace of God and could move people
with the force of his personality as well as
the strength of his character. Netaji also
donated to an orphanage run by the

Ramakrishna Mission there and
contributed towards the Tithi Puja
celebrations of Ma Sarada Devi.

Back in the day, Netaji would accompany
his father Janiki Nath Bose to Hindu mutts
in Cuttack in present-day Odisha,
particularly one set up by Jagatguru
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Goswami, the famous Gaudiya Vaishnava
Hindu guru whose student Sri Abhay
Charanaravinda Bhaktivedanta Swami
(Srila Prabhupada) established the world-
famous ISKCON, in Cuttack. His respect
and recognition of Dharma being the
cement that held the nation together is
seen in the words

"Though geographically, ethnologically
and historically India represents an
endless diversity to any observer-there is
nonetheless a fundamental wunity
underlying this diversity [...] The most



important cementing factor has been the
Hindu religion. North or South, East, or
West, wherever you may travel, you will
find the same religious ideas, the same
culture, and the same tradition. All
Hindus look upon India as the Holy
Land."

Ref: The Indian Struggle by Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose

Netaji speaks of the spiritual dimension
and the essence of his spirituality,
evidently influenced by Vedanta and its
conception of reality at its most
fundamental, in the following words in his
unfinished autobiography ‘An Indian
Pilgrim'

"Reality, therefore, is Spirit, the essence of
which is Love, gradually unfolding itself
in an eternal play of conflicting forces and
their solution"

Ref: An Indian Pilgrim by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose

When Rabindranath Tagore welcomes
him to Santiniketan in January 1939,
Netaji responded to him in a memorable
extempore response, wherein he
expressed his gratitude to the litterateur
and luminary for speaking on the inner
poverty of individuals, which must be
addressed and resolved for true
emancipation of Indians. Speaking on
this, Netaji emphasized how it was
indispensable that we must spiritually
actualize to be able to accomplish our
goals as individuals, saying

“We are today no doubt working tirelessly
to attain national freedom, but our ideal is
greater. We want complete fulfilment in
personal and national life. We desire that
every man and woman of the country and
the entire nation may in every respect
realize Truth. In this quest, in this
Sadhana, political freedom is only a

s

means.’

One of the greatest attainments of Netaji
on the spiritual and philosophical plane
was his aversion to accepting anything
without reasoning and evidence, which is
the quintessential experiential and truth-

oriented approach of Vedanta and the
Dharmic way of life. At the practical level,
just like Sri Aurobindo, Netaji believed
that political freedom is not possible until
one has social and economic freedom.
This comprehensive emancipation was
something that made him realize that
simply unshackling the colonial yoke
would truly bring India to the point of
realizing its potential and promise.

While Netaji was broadly spiritual in a
Vedantic mould, he did not shy away from
acknowledging and referring to a Saguna
God, as is seen in his speech to establish
the Azad Hind government,

"In the name of God, I take this sacred
oath that to liberate India and the thirty-
eight crores of my countrymen. I, Subhas
Chandra Bose, will continue the sacred
war of freedom till the last breath of my
life."”

For Netaji, the battle was as sacred and
spiritual as it was political, and the
emphasis always was to create a
fundamental premise and foundation that
comprised of key spiritual, social,
philosophical, political, and economic
dimensions. In doing this, Netaji placed
emphasis on the Upanishadic concept of
Tyaga (UNT) - sacrifice and imbibed the
ideal of renunciation for self-realization
and actualization. At a very young age, he
became determined to leave all else to
work for his country, as seen in the words
that he spoke in his youth

"I had a new ideal before me know which
had influenced my soul to effect my own
salvation and to serve humanity by
abandoning all worldly desires and
breaking away from all undue restraints."

and when the time came for mass
mobilization, his call for sacrifice by all
patriotic Indians was resonant with the
ancient call of Dharmic seers and
luminaries to use the power of sacrifice
for the betterment of mankind. What was
even more commendable and reflective of
Dharma at its most fundamental was the
focus on pluralism and cosmopolitanism.
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Netaji always saw economic issues as
cutting across communal divisions and
barriers, and the movement towards
political emancipation as being for all the
children of the land of Bharatvarsh,
cutting across schools of thought and
theism. That had always been the Indic
way.

Netaji also extended the Dharmic idea of
emancipation cutting across constructs of
identities and ideologies. One of the main
areas where he was vocal on this front was
that of breaking asunder one societal
encumbrance that had arisen from the
corruption of previously spiritual
categorization - casteism. Caste had
divided Indian society in ways that had
institutionalized discrimination and
exploitation, and that the colonial powers
had used for their selfish interests at the
expense of the Indian cause. He also
spoke for gender equality and parity, and
this was best seen in the much-celebrated
Rani Jhansi regiment, one of the first all-
female regiments in a modern army, in the
Azad Hind Fauj. The fundamental
spiritual way of looking at freedom and
emancipation summarily is at variance
with any form of physicalist or societal
segregation and discrimination.

In conclusion, I would like to highlight
and celebrate a seldom-seen aspect of
Netaji: his Dharmic moorings and
spirituality, which defined and guided his
actions in service for the nation. His was
the truly Dharmic way of inherent
cosmopolitanism, universal brotherhood,
emancipation, and dignity of the
individual, as well as the importance of
sacrifice. If there was a Mahatma who
synthesized a novel conception of politics
and society from ancient Indic and
Dharmic ideas coupled with modern
frameworks in a seamless way, it must be
the brave son of Bengal who is
undoubtedly our Rashtranayak: Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Jai Hind!

Author: Dr. Mrittunjoy Guha Majumdar
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The need of the hour:
Anti - Conversion Law

Our country India is the largest
democracy in the world and is called the
land of 'unity in diversity. Yet, the
saddening fact is that we still have
instances of communal disharmony,
violence, and intolerance based on
religion. Forced or coerced conversion is
an excessively big problem in our country,
The BJP government in the state of Uttar
Pradesh under the able leadership of CM
Shri Yogi Adityanath has taken several
steps and implemented them effectively to
tackle this problem. On November 28,
2020, the Uttar Pradesh government
passed the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of Religion
Ordinance, 2020. This act is the best
example of the developmental and
transformational work that has taken
place in the state under the incumbent BJP
government. The ordinance is aimed
towards eliminating the problem of forced
and fraudulent religious conversions and
religious conversions solely for marriage.
The ordinance imposes a maximum
penalty of ten years in prison for
violations of its provisions along with
certain additional sanctions. Section 6 of
the ordinance renders null and void
marriages performed only for illicit
conversion or vice versa. This act is
something that has been in the limelight
recently and has been opposed by many
people with even a review petition being
filed in the Supreme Court. The people
opposing this law have either grossly
misinterpreted it and need to be educated
with regards to its intent, substance, and
affectability or do not have the best
interests of this nation in their hearts. Not
to mention the fact that the review petition
filed in the Supreme Court is completely
baseless. We shall look into this from both
the legal and public policy standpoints.

From a legal perspective this ordinance is
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alleged to violate the Allahabad high
court's recent judgement in the Sufiya
case which abolished the mandatory
publication of notice and invitation to
object under sections 5, 6, and 7 of the
Special Marriage Act, 1954 by declaring
those provisions to be declaratory and not
mandatory and thus in violation. This
claim as shall be found is completely
invalid and baseless. The Supreme Court
has confirmed in landmark judgments like
the Lily Thomas versus Union of India,
2000 (6) SCC 224 and Sarla Mudgal
versus Union of India, 1995 (3) SCC 635
that religious conversions conducted
without a bona fide belief and solely to
obtain some legal benefits are illegal and
invalid. These incidents involved Hindu
men converting to Islam to consummate
bigamous marriages. The legal principle
established in these judgments applies to
instances of religious conversion solely
for marriage. Interfaith marriage is
already permitted by the Special Marriage
Act, 1954, which is a legal privilege that
the Uttar Pradesh government cannot
interfere with. Still, it imposes substantial
succession repercussions on the
participants to such a marriage. Thus, fora
Hindu, the law automatically partitions
the individual's undivided family,
depriving them of any future accrual to
such property, whereas, for a Muslim, the
law requires inheritance to be conducted
under the Indian Succession Act, 1925
rather than under Muslim personal law
following an interfaith marriage; the latter
being more advantageous. Thus, the act of
converting exclusively for marriage to
circumvent the Special Marriage Act
confers discernible legal benefits and may
potentially be thrown down by the Lily
Thomas and Sarla Mudgal dicta.
Furthermore, the Supreme Court has
already concluded in the Rev. Stainislaus

vs State of Madhya Pradesh & Ors, 1977
AIR 908 that religious proselytization is
not protected under Article 25 of the
Constitution. As a result, it is impossible
to establish that the UP legislation is
unconstitutional since it prohibits
religious conversions for the sole purpose
of marriage. Additionally, it is reaffirmed
by the continuous and uncontested
existence of equivalent legislation in
states such as Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh. Forcible conversions are
expressly forbidden under the Indian
Constitution. To protect citizens' freedom
of thinking, faith, belief, and worship, as
well as their equality of status, is the
State's primary role as a secular state. A
dread psychosis has swept throughout
society, putting the community at risk of
forceful conversion. In Rev. Stainislaus, it
was noted that forced conversions and
abuses of freedom of conscience were
conducted by non-state actors but
insufficient state machinery, as mentioned
in the UN Human Rights Council working
committee reports. Examples of coerced
conversion include a Hindu who marries a
Muslim and is forced to convert to Islam.
Conversion is forced since interreligious
marriages are illegal under personal law,
and most such conversions occur under
duress.

The BJP has backed anti-conversion
legislation and views it as a critical
component of their policy against forced
religious conversions. The law has been
criticised for being "communal" and anti-
Muslim. However, these laws safeguard
the country's secular nature by prohibiting
coerced conversions. Anti-conversion
laws apply to everyone, regardless of
religion. The law makes it abundantly
clear that anyone who coerces a woman
into changing her religion on the pretext
of marriage, whether Muslim, Hindu, or



any other, will be prosecuted.

Shri Yogi Adityanath had accurately
recounted how Dilshad changed his name
to Amit, married a Hindu woman, and
fathered an out-of-wedlock child as well.
When his true identity was revealed, he
forced his wife to convert to Islam. Later
in life, he murdered his wife and daughter
and buried them in his home. To protect
women from such atrocities, an anti-
conversion law was enacted. It is not a
religious issue, but one of law and order.

From a public policy perspective, this is a
much-needed policy that needs to be
transformed into a proper act of firstly the
state government and eventually the
central government to give it the
necessary legal foundation and authority
to bring real change in the society. This
ordinance is aimed at solving one of the
biggest and most discerning issues of our
country in modern times and is the root
cause of many other larger issues present
in our country. The anti-conversion law
needs to be but a steppingstone for a much
larger and required law that needs to come
into place i.e., Uniform Civil Code
(UCCQ). This is something that was the part
of the vision of the framers of our
constitution and as such, it has been
enshrined in Article 44 of the Constitution
as a Directive Principle of State policy.
This simply explained is having a single

uniform set of rules for civil law for all
citizens of our country irrespective of
their religion. This presents a secularistic
view towards the world and the basic civil
law interactions we engage in. Currently,
Goa is the only state in India to have this
provision, but it is something that is much
needed and should soon become an
official act of the parliament of our
country.

The anti-conversion law is the bridge that
needs to be built to make this a reality, as
first, we need to solve the problem at the
micro level for particular symptoms and
then after some time, initiate a carefully
planned full-scale effort on the full
problem at the macro level.

The policy recommendation on this
derives its foundation from various
sources, be it the intent of the
constitutional framers, legal basis, or a
socio-cultural basis of the public good.
The policy does not violate any of the
Fundamental Rights provided in the
constitution and rather in a way protects
anindividual's right to freedom of religion
covered under Article 25. The dismissal of
the petition against the ordinance in the
Supreme Court is of utmost importance as
it would set a precedent for future anti-
conversion laws. Active application of the
anti-conversion laws enacted in states
across India is another step that needs to
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be taken to give effect to the various
policies and efforts that need to be
maintained to ensure their proper
implementation. Every state should have
anti-conversion legislation. Anti-
conversion legislation, particularly in
states with a BJP majority, should be
enacted to ensure that action is taken
against forced conversions. Anti-
conversion laws already exist in many
states across India and even where they do
not, they are being discussed and brought
in either in the form of ordinances or laws,
a recent example of this is the state of
Karnataka. The existence of similar
provisions across different states
strengthens the need for such provisions
at the national level.

Therefore, the work and the ordinance
currently in effect in UP, is a step forward
for the entire country and we need to learn
from it and take steps for the entire
country. This also needs to become a
proper law in the state of up itself. It truly
represents the kind of work we need to be
doing in our country and the vision for the
kind of country we wish to live in in the
future.

Author: Ahan Gadkari, a Penultimate Year
BA LLB candidate at O.P. Jindal Global
University, and Shaurya Mahajan,

a Researcher at Elethia Symposium
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Manipur, Modi and the Making of a
Unified Bharat

hat is a nation? Many

philosophers and political

scientists have weighed in on
the subject but at its simplest, a nation can
be defined as a set of people who have
solidarity with each other, share common
bonds and history, and see a common
future together.

Gandhi is commonly called the father of
the nation and Nehru is still seen by many
as the one that shaped modern India.
However, in the decades to come, with the
benefit of hindsight, the real maker of a
unified Bharat nation will be seen as
Narendra Modi. While actions such as the
revocation of Article 370 gather the
spotlight, the work done by the Modi and
the NDA governments in the Northeast
including N Biren Singh's, are no less
important. Independence gave us a
country with a border but sadly, the
neglect of states such as Manipur led to
simmering discontent, disenchantment,
and the creation of a chasm between the
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order to appreciate the current, it is
important to look back in time.

In 1891, the Anglo-Manipuri war brought
the state under colonial rule. The colonial
period degraded Manipur's internal
economy by flooding the market with
cheap consumer goods, causing native
deindustrialization. However, by the time
of independence, the state still had a
strong agricultural base with surpluses,
and transport linkages to Bengal, Assam,
and other parts of the country. It is this
relatively robust starting point that was
fettered away by the policies post-
Independence, specifically the five-year
plans. Manipur merged with the Indian
Union in 1949 and got hitched to a
centrally planned economy. The five-year
plans for Manipur from 1951 - 1972
focused on transport, communication, and
social and community services at the
expense of critical areas such as
agriculture, industry, irrigation, and
power - key drivers of any developing

Statehood in 1972 saw some attempts at
industrialization but they largely failed.
The state became dependent on doles
from the central government and the share
of the agricultural workforce declined
without a corresponding increase in
employment in secondary sectors (those
also declined). This dissatisfaction also
served as a catalyst for insurgency
movements, and a vicious cycle of
separatism and lack of development took
hold. It is both of these shackles that the
Modi and Biren Singh governments have
broken.

The answer to the challenges faced by our
brothers and sisters in Manipur rests in
creating bonds - both the hard (physical
infrastructure, social services) and soft
(cultural and social).

Considering the first and the changes in
the past few years that have brought about
in Manipur. Pre-Covid between 2018 and
2020, under the Biren Singh government,
Manipur's per capita income increased by
4.6%, much higher than the 3.5% growth
achieved between 2013 and 2017 when
the prior government was in power.

Households with access to sanitation
facilities increased from 52% to 65% from
2015 to 2019. About 1.8 lakh Manipuri
families were provided with a free LPG
connection under the Ujjwala scheme.
More than 22,000 houses were
constructed under the rural and urban
housing schemes. Per capita availability
of power has increased from about 250
kilowatts per hour in FY2015 to 360
kilowatts per hourin FY21.

The state government's School Fagathansi
Mission has improved student enrollment
in government schools by more than 25%.
The Jal Jeevan Mission is being executed
with fervour and household coverage of
drinking water has increased about 10-



fold - from 5.7% to more than 60% within
the last 4.5 years. Organic cultivation has
increased from about 345 hectares in
2014-15 to more than 37,500 hectares in
2021. Key highways running between
Imphal and Jiribam and Dimapur have
seen significant improvements and
construction of Makru, Barak, and Irang
bridges are underway.

As a complement to the social services
and development agenda, the state and
Centre governments have done much
admirable work throughout the Northeast
on the path towards social stability. In

addition to the land border deal with the
: P B S
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Bangladesh border, the Bodo agreement,
and the surrender of hundreds of militants,
the BJP government also ended the 4-
month long blockade of the two national
highways in Manipur when it took power.

The good work of the past few years needs
to be continued to maximize Manipur's
potential and provide its people the
opportunities to succeed, as well as bridge
the gap that the Northeast has traditionally
had with the 'mainland'. The PM
announced a slew of initiatives in this
regard including investment towards
setting up a large-scale palm oil industry,
continued high rate of construction of
highways and rural roads, rail, and airport
connectivity, the linking of Manipur to the
national natural gas pipeline, and
additional efforts to ensure clean drinking
water supply to households yet to receive
it. On the cultural and social side, a
modern Sports University and the
Manipur Institute of Performing Arts will
be established in the state, as well as
promotion of the state for domestic and
international tourists.
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The Manipuri identity is central to the
Indian one. Manipuris are a brave, strong,
and resilient people, from the freedom
fighter, Rani Gaidinliu, who spent 14
years in prison for rebelling against the
British, to Mirabai Chanu who filled each
Indian's heart with pride with a silver
medal this past summer in the Olympics.
The ancient folk religion of the
Manipuris, Sanamahism, is a beautiful
thread in the fabric of Sanatan Dharma.

Just like much of the country that wasted
its potential under decades of Congress
rule, Manipur too had been the victim of
mistreatment. The state and the Northeast,
in general, are making giant strides to
becoming a critical part of the Indian
growth story. It is imperative that the
Biren Singh government comes back with
amajority to ensure the gains of the recent
past are not washed away in the familiar
tide of neglect.

Author: Priyank Pande
(priyank.pandey@gmail.com)
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GoTTe B AUy & ga TR IR g1 T8t
B g1 TTe-ggeet H IS TRATS g%
g1 quft Iorfifde o 39 e o Som-
I IR IAR 3B § | USSP
AR gt urféat ot - 3ot Rorifa
T TS TG § | HRA Sfaer & gore
DI IoFIfde gRUTS BT gHgH & foe
BH 200 I Ul <G Y= PRl gH
1T & gond o1 erdl Rarlt dR R
BHRM TH @19 W duct W g1 Tei &
3T IS0 R e 3R § 1 et
Uid 81 & HRUI gl & g, §HRM 38Y
3R Sadd 3@ | U i qeia #
Sadd &l o & fore gfagr o o=l o
200 U1 YIS i Y uar T@ar g b
9 1839 T IR HRAI ARTEIT & 3ifad
a@ o wERMT Ineld (g &t
TETed & §1¢ ¥ Raa g & 3id =
39 &7 P IASHITG DI 95 fearl 39b
a1e 1947 § fauSH & g@e 96 &
e I8l ! AeHIdD gl ¥ Seard
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ofae S & Ui @t ward guf
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P YTl | YR AT D1 of' BT STd Y
USTTd &1 R IR @I fSigree &
IR H BT US AT 1984 & TN - g
BT eI B T g IST Ul s
OO 9% §U {3 T8 &1 ST ofifd 3R
o SeTRa IS & RIGR g3 | H8
feg oAl & we & IS & TS
3Dt BHAT AT Bl I AL
el ff | UNE & $© JeHarst A
AU AP G AR gl b IR A
TR Yb 10 ARGl ¥ 30A- 304
SIS fedl ol dawsil ol | ST 3R
TS e Ht U R @i g 11984 &
e ¥ 39 Uid # Ryaal 3k =1 et (
fgsll ) & 9 & TR K9 TS |
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gIdlifes gl o1 fig U SMub! UaTrell
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3T iA-f R ST B 1 3>
e U IR bR USTE Uid &t et |
ST TCATd 3T 1966 H Sa G 3R
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TRl e S areH  IRIaT dH &
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Road to a faster tomorrow-

Gati Shakti

PM, .
GatiG; hakti
~ National Master Plan for
Multi-Modal connectivity

f we go back to our second standard

history lessons, we will most

probably remember a line saying,
“Roads are the first step towards the
development of a region.” Growing up
and living in a semi-developed nation, we
all have come across roads- some made of
cement, some of the pitch, while most
others in rural areas were dusty paths.

As Hardeep Singh Puri states in one of his
articles, Imperial rule did give us the gift
of roads, ports, and connectivity, but it
was for a vastly different reason.
Transport was developed to financially
exploit Mother India, ship off material,
and import cheaper goods made in their
country rather than building the nation.

It's not rare, in our country, to find well-
made roads being broken down just so that
water pipelines and optical fibre cables
can be laid down. Under Congress rule,
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infrastructure development was in a
questionable state of affairs, which,
coupled with chaotic execution of the
plans resulted in a dilapidated state of
affairs in the domain of not only roads and
highways but also economic growth.

Plans like the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, building freight corridors,
Jal Marg Vikas and Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagarik, have already benefited industrial
strongholds and given a boost to infra
development. Even JAM (Jan-Dhan
Aadhar Yojana) worked towards bringing
in Direct Benefit Transfers to bank
accounts. Several other policies that were
taken, even during the Pandemic, under
the BJP rule only aimed at simplifying life
for the populace.

With the launch of Gati Shakti in October,
the narrative of waiting in traffic due to
sudden dug up roads will change. Another

major leap in the direction of accelerated
growth of the country was taken by our
Prime Minister with this 100 trillion
master plan. This is a huge step towards
multimodal connectivity.

According to our Prime Minister, the Gati
Shakti plan “provides a holistic vision-
from infrastructure planning to
execution.” Headed by the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade this plan brings together 16
departments for better coordination
among the several ministries working
towards the same goal- developing the
nation's logistics.

This master plan will eliminate the lacuna
in communication that used to exist so far
in the government bodies. Now onwards,
the different sectors will work
concurrently within a stipulated period
and with a common vision, thus leaving



no stone unturned to reduce the cost of
logistics and bring it at par with those of
the developed nations.

Gati Shakti is set to build 200,00 km of the
national highway, augment power
transmission by increasing cargo capacity
of ports, boost renewable power sources
and usage. Based on the development of
logistics, certain other goals include
setting up mega agro-processing centres,
defence corridors, electronics
manufacturing and several other clusters
of textile and medical devices. Building
the project with the vision of potential
economic zones to holistically integrate
all infra linkages and promote a well-oiled
movement of services and service
providers.

Coming to how it will help the economy
grow, synergising projects from multiple
ministries under one umbrella will be the
pivot. Better coordination will not only

help improve multimodal logistics but
will also reduce freight costs. This will, in
turn, create competition and increase
investment.

The BJP government wants to create a
digital platform using geospatial mapping
which will bring on board the several
ministries of both the states and the central
to collectively work on different projects.
Providing a bird's eye view, all the
concerned authorities will have a clear
picture of what the other ministries are
planning.

The increased transparency among the
different authorities will also help the
private investors. As the PM said, “Those
who are our private players do not know
whether the road is going to pass through
here, or a canal is going to be built there, or
a power station will come up somewhere.
The solution to all these problems lies in
Gati Shakti.” Another advantage that goes
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unsaid is the decrease in unnecessary
government expenditure that would be
saved when development is planned.

The plan is built in accordance with three
time periods- the status of development as
0f2014-15, activities have done till 2020-
21 and the plans for 2024-25. This will
provide an index to help view the
completion of projects and allow
ministries to plan their next step
accordingly.

Under the able leadership of our Prime
Minister, 11.5 lakh crores have been spent
on the development of infrastructure of
the country from 2014 to 2021 in contrast
to only 1.5 lakh crore that was spent in ten
years from 2004 to 2014. Metro rail has
expanded over 700 km in 18 different
cities as compared to only 250 km in 2014.
Another 1000 km of it is under
construction in more than 25 cities of our
country.

In the domain of augmenting natural
resource usage in the country, since 2014,
the pipeline network has shot up to almost
19,000 km from a little over 14,000 km
supplying gas to steel, thermal and
fertiliser plants. Under the master plan of
Gati Shakti, another 15,000 km of it will
be built.

The Cabinet secretary will head a team of
special secretaries who will look into the
proposals for any changes that might be
brought about in the plan. Only they can
approve the proposals and change the
master plan ifrequired.

There has been no attempt in the past to
collaborate the functioning and execution
of the different ministries or even the state
and centre in our country in any field. Gati
Shakti is a one-of-a-kind project which
will herald a revolutionary path in the
field of infra-development in India. Even
though it is in its foetal stage, the
meticulousness and intricacy that has
been maintained to draw up the plan have
birthed high hopes in our hearts.

Author: Debarati Mitra,
The University of Delhi. Word Count: 987
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Troops cut not feasible
India must increase defense

spending

he news about the Indian Army

cutting its troop strength by 1 lakh

of its 13.50 lakh strong army has
not been much debated. The downsizing
includes cutting down the authorized
number of officers by around 4500. The
decision was taken by the union govt. vis-
a-vis our main adversary, China by 3 lakhs
and some other countries also have
reduced the numbers. The Indian armed
forces have a unique culture and are one of
the best-armed forces in the world.

Recently, China has put into service its
much-touted lightweight battle tanks
which the military seeks to deploy in
mountainous regions like Tibet, to boost
its combat capabilities in the high-altitude
areas. The new generation Tank,
identified as Type-15 by the People's

Liberation Army has a 105 mm gun its
main weapon that can fire armor-piercing
shells and launch guided missiles.Type-
15 is equipped with a hydro-pneumatic
suspension system that ensures good
maneuverability and survivability in
mountainous regions also launched an
unmanned warship that is going on
combat trials in an undisclosed location is
acause of concern for us.

We need to take a balanced view of
Chinese President Xi-Jinping's order to
the PLA to continue strengthening its
combat capabilities and always be ready
for battle and on other hand to cut its
troops' strength. This is a kind of message
that leaders all over the world are
expected to give to their militaries. So, it
should not be taken to mean that the PLA

is about to embark on a new wave of
aggressive behavior. Although probably
aimed elsewhere there is a message,
therefore the Indian military, which
confronts China across a 4000-km
disputed border and is learning to cope
with the PLA Navy movements across the
Indian Ocean. As, the PLA's strategic
support Force (PLASSF) has been set up
to integrate capabilities in space,
cyberspace, and the electromagnetic
spectrum into the PLA's combat arms. Its
goal is to meet the PLA's military-
strategic guidelines of being ready to fight
and win wars. China plans to build four
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and
develop new carrier-based fighter jets as
Beijing tries to boost its naval prowess
and space war capabilities to catch up with
powerful US armed forces. PLA plans to
have its military modernized by 2035.

The mass killings of Indians in terrorist
strikes organized by IS and other groups
have been a continuous feature of
Pakistan's policy. Yet, within a few
months, we were back to 'composite
dialogue with Pakistan after SHARM Al
SHIEKH summit, where the focus of
attention was not the terror strikes in
India, but unfounded allegations of Indian
involvement in the freedom struggle in
Baluchistan. This was a manifestation of
Indian diplomacy as its worst.

The Balakot airstrike was marked by the
use of precision-guided Israeli Spice-
2000 bombs that function with deadly
accuracy. What will, however, please our
Russian friends, is the fact that an
upgraded frontline American F-16
equipped with highly sophisticated AAM-
RAM missiles was shot down by a vintage



old MIG-21. Pakistan should be made to
realize that India's airstrike marks only the
beginning of a new approach, which India
will now undertake. It is time for decision-
makers in New Delhi to realize that our
covert actions on foreign soil will need to
be upgraded. The global political,
diplomatic and economic scenario has
changed.

In 305 B.C Chandragupta Maurya and his
Mentor, Chanakya defeated Seleucus
Nikator the then, viceroy of Alexander's
armies, and unify small confederacies
into a strong India. At that time no country
dared to invade India during the Maurya
dynasty. After Chanakaya's times, India
has been a soft target to foreign invaders
and there has been no change in the
situation so far. This is only because of our
internal strife and quarrels, neglect of
frontiers, weak diplomacy, meek
leadership, failure of spying agencies, and
lack of strategic thinking. Indian Govt.
had relinquished claims on its territories
many times. After independence
Britishers want Coco Island to be a part of
India but our leaders ignore it, saying it
has no importance. A part of a Country
whether it is of Strategic importance or
not, cannot be given to another country.
Now China has set up its Naval Base in
Coco Island which was a part of Myanmar
and has tracking capability of our Missile
technology tests and ISRO's space
programs. Pakistan claims over Siachen
Glacier and the Chinese claims Leh-
Ladakh region and the whole Arunachal
Pradesh Area of our motherland. They
also made inroads, undermining Indian
influence in Bhutan, the Maldives,
Bangladesh, and Nepal.

India has been constantly under threat of
clandestine wars, so our borders should be
adequately manned and equipped with
sophisticated devices of
telecommunications as well as
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ammunition. As our
opponents are increasing
their defence expenditure,
India should also scrutinize
its defence budget. India's
defence policy aims at \
promoting and sustaining
durable peace in the Asian
subcontinent and equipping
the defence forces
adequately to counter
external aggression. It does
not include Geo-strategic
interests. There is also a need to review
India's defence strategy.

The troops cut in our country are not
feasible for some reasons. First, India is a
highly impregnable country surrounded
by many enemies and soft targets for
centuries due to its religious, socialist,
racist ethnicity. Secondly, our growing
population has been a curse, but the
military gives opportunities and makes
our society unique and thinking of
oneness spreads among people which is a
powerful force that binds our country.

Thirdly, As if our govt. curtails the troops
only due to Chinese troops cut again this is
disastrous as there is no proof China is
actually doing this or whether its
diplomacy to encourage India to do so and
what is Govt. of India's stand on
Arunachal Pradesh, Leh-Ladakh, and
Sikkim's routes which Chinese used for
trade and military purposes. Fourthly, if
our politico-bureaucratic leadership
wants India to be a powerful country to be
reckoned with world-class armed forces.
We have to think again to do so. Rather do
our troops-cut govt. has to make India a
highly mechanized and modern
agricultural country with a food surplus
and to create job opportunities in other
sectors also.

Last year, all three services complained
that they were not even provided money to

(1) V. P Dutt: India's Foreign Policy in Changing world, Vikas Publishing House 2004.

(2) "All not lost in Aghanistan' by Manoj Joshi The Tribune 20 July 2021.

(3) 'China‘s Retail Nationalism' by Manoj Joshi The Tribune Mar 31, 2021.

(4) India must wake up to CPC's Penetration By Abhijit Bhattacharya The Tribune Dec 27, 2021.

(5): www.indiadefencenews.in
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pay for the ongoing acquisitions, leaving
alone new ones. Indeed before the budget,
there were few announcements declaring
that the Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) cleared the 'Project 75T'
submarines in January for the third time in
last decade and of course, we have the
controversial Rafale deal for which we
have yet to receive the fighters and have
begun the payments in few months,
compared with other militaries given the
threats we confront the overall numbers
are ok. However, there is considerable
room to redistribute the personnel-not to
reduce the Army, enhancing the Air Force,
navy, and specialized forces who can
service the new military, which needs to
be better networked and supported by the
ministry of defence. There can be huge
savings through the integration of the
three services.

The big question is for India to push
through any significant reforms and
reorganization of our defence system.
Meanwhile, our leaders boast about the
defence capabilities which they do not
have. We are not ready for the new
generation of space and electromagnetic
warfare. Even our naval capabilities are
not enough. Time has come to do
something for new generation warfare
systems. So, our enemies cannot wage
war against us, and no war will be fought.
As India is a country in the world, it does
not want to wage war against anyone.

Author: Rahul Dev,
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
(Views are personal)
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Dimensions of discrimination
against religious minorities in

Pakistan

The everyday instances of discrimination against religious minorities are not only the
result of Islamic extremism but many repugnancy provisions in the constitution of
Pakistan actively embolden and institutionalize these discriminations.

he recent incident of mob

I lynching of a Sri Lankan national
summarises the constant fear

under which non-Muslims particularly
Hindus and Sikhs are forced to live in
Pakistan. Apart from the constant threat to
their lives via false blasphemy charges,
there exist discriminatory legal,
institutional, and constitutional
provisions which force religious
minorities in Pakistan to live a life of
second-class citizens. This article makes
an attempt to show the many ways in
which Hindus and Sikhs of Pakistan are
being discriminated against and their
human rights are violated with impunity
albeit with State support. This article is an
aggregation of the facts that are already in
the public domain. Inputs have also been
taken from the various reports of a Delhi-

based Centre for Democracy, Pluralism,
and Human Rights headed by Dr. Prerna
Malhotra Ji.

Rampant violations of rights of religious
and other minorities are reported from
Islamic countries on a daily basis. In this
context, Pakistan is a living hell for
religious minorities. Pakistan, the so-
called land of pure, is literally on its way
to becoming 'Pure' i.e free of Hindus and
Sikhs. The 2017 census data shows that
Muslims have become 96.47% of the total
population and on the other hand religious
minorities have shrunk. Hindus, for
example, are at their all-time low at 1.73%
of the population. Similar is the situation
for other religious minorities. Religious
minorities are not treated as equal citizens
and this fact is even boasted by the

constitutional heads of the country. For
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example, Khawaja Nazimuddin, the 2nd
Prime Minister of Pakistan, had said, “Ido
not agree that religion is a private affair of
the individual nor do I agree that in an
Islamic state every citizen has identical
rights, no matter what his caste, creed or
faith be”.

In Pakistan, there lies religious merit in
converting Non-Muslims to Islam, and
whole state machinery is found complicit
in such activities against minorities.
According to their own human rights
commission, around one thousand young
Hindus and Christians are forced to
convert to Islam every year. Atrocities on
Hindu minorities, particularly on
Scheduled Caste Hindus and women are
particularly worse. These atrocities
started with the very birth of Pakistan in
1947. Then Scheduled Caste leader of
Bengal, Jogendranath Mondal (1904-68),
who made a so-called common cause with
the Muslim League, had to come back to
India just after a few years. His letter is a
historic document indicating the abysmal
status of minorities in the then just born
Pakistan. Also, it is a lesson for today's so-
called Ambedkarites who are seeking a
common goal with such Islamic
fundamentalist forces in India.

Constitutionally, Pakistan being an
Islamic state, its present constitution has
many repugnancy clauses which
discriminate against religious minorities.
For example, sections 298-B and 298-C of
the Pakistan Penal Code restrict religious
groups from freely practicing their faith,



and Clauses 295-B and 295-C on
blasphemy can endanger the very life of
the accused individual. Blasphemy laws
perpetuate dehumanizing discrimination
against minorities. They live under a
constant threat of Islamic vigilantism.
Since 1990, scores of Pakistanis hailing
from religious and linguistic minorities in
Pakistan have been killed over claims of
blasphemy. Even Muslims who speak
against these inhuman laws are killed. The
minorities' minister, Shahbaz Bhatti, was
assassinated in 2011 for speaking against
the blasphemy laws. Also, Asia Bibi
languished in jail for many years. After
calling the blasphemy law a 'black' law,
Salman Taseer, the governor of Punjab,
was shot dead by Mumtaz Qadri, his
bodyguard, in 2011. As recently as in
2020, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet called out this
draconian law and stated, “Religious
minorities in Pakistan continue to face
violence and repeated attacks on their
religious places of worship and
government's failure to amend the
blasphemy law led to violence against
them”.

Legally also, Pakistan State discriminates
against religious minorities in many
ways. Take the example of the “Hindu
Marriage Act,2017” for the constitutional
recognition of Hindu Marriages.
However, a major loophole in it is used in
the forceful conversion of Hindu women.
Itis section 12 (iii) which stipulates “...the
marriage may be terminated on the basis
of either the husband or the wife
converting to some other religion”. This
section annulled any imaginary protection
provided to women. Abduct a married
woman, force her to convert, force her to
say it is voluntary and her marriage is
annulled. Similarly, Ahmadis live in
constant fear of harassment or assault
either to themselves or their homes,
workplaces, and places of worship. For
instance, under Section 298-B of the
Pakistan Penal Code, Ahmadis are
prevented from using any Islamic epithets
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that might result in them being mistaken
as Muslims. In addition to this, Section
298-B (2) criminalizes the use of the word
“Azan” for the call to prayers by Ahmadis.

In a country infested with Sunni Islamic
radicalization, there are no security and
freedom for women and even other ethnic
and linguistic Muslim minorities. Women
belonging to religious and ethnic
minorities face double marginalization.
Though Pakistan is a signatory to the
Convention on the elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) yet crime against women
continues to abate. Hatred is being
fomented in society through an
inappropriate representation of minorities
and particularly women folks in society
and also in the educational curriculum.
The judicial system has also failed to
prevent the occurrence of the crimes and
give justice to the victims. Punjab-
dominated military-politician complex
violates the human rights of Balochs,
Hazaras, Sindhis, Ahmadis, and the
people of Gilgit-Baltistan. Violent attacks
on their social gatherings or religious
places by Sunni extremists groups and
people are quite common. Shias, Ahmadi
Muslims, Christians, and Hazaras are
targets of these attacks. In 1974 Ahmadis
were officially denied even the legal
rights to be considered Muslims. The
Gojra riots were particularly harrowing in
which several Christians, including
women, were killed. Baluchistan's
independence movement is violently
suppressed by the Punjabi-dominated
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military here. Forceful abductions, rape,

enforced disappearances, and extra-
judicial killings of the detainees by the
military are frequent in the case of the
Baloch and Pashtun minorities. Though
Pakistan adheres to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and is a
signatory to several international human
rights treaties such as the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR). However, these ethnic and
linguistic minorities along with religious
minorities remain disenfranchised in
society and are not fully included in the
political life of the country.

Thus, every basic norm of human rights is
being grossly violated in Pakistan by legal
institutions, society, and non-state actors.
Hence, it is a mandate on the international
community concerned with the protection
of human rights to take necessary
measures. This is high time that
international agencies, like the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), must intervene
effectively before it is too late, and
minorities are completely wiped off from
the country. Pakistan is a signatory to
many humanitarian covenants however
gross violations of rights of religious
minorities go unnoticed internationally.
The UN and the other concerned agencies
must give up their partisan behaviour and
speak up vocally for religious minorities
of Pakistan.

Author: Narendra Sharma
(narendras713@gmail.com)
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Atmanirbhar Bharat,
Swayampurna Goa

o0a means nature & tourism, but

today it also means a new model

of development and a reflection
of collective efforts. Goa means solidarity
for development from Panchayat to
Administration.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi praised the state of Goa with these
words while interacting with the
changemakers in the state, under a unique
initiative of the state government. The
new, innovative initiative of the
Government of Goa is in line with the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan by Prime
Minister Modi. The Govt believes that
this initiative is its contribution to the
grand Abhiyan of Atmanirbhar Bharat
which is aimed at building New India. The
unique and innovative initiative is
Swayampurna Goa.

The Swayampurna Goa initiative was
launched on 1st October 2020 by Chief
Minister Dr. Pramod Sawant. At the
launch of the initiative, the Chief Minister
stated, "Every village Panchayat needs to
adopt various sustainable measures to
gain economic empowerment. The
initiative is the endeavor of Govt. of Goa
to transform Goa into an ideal State, and
the Govt. has embarked upon the theme
"Vision 2020-2025 to initiate efforts to
revamp state administration & make it
deliver better and transparent government
topeople.”

The Program includes the 10 Point
program to ensure -

(1) Tap Water for All (2) Electricity for All
(3) Shelter (Home) for all (4) Sanitation
for All (§) Krishi Card, PM Kisan, Kisan
Credit Card, Health Care for All, (6)
Eligible Aid for Divyangas (7) Health
Security for All (8) Social Security for All
- Deen Dayal Samajik Suraksha Yojana
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(9) Financial Security for All - Bank A/C,
PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima, PM Suraksha
Bima Yojana (10) Senior Citizen Card

The skill mapping of population, resource
identification of villages to ensure that
every village becomes self-sustainable,
and the primary aim is to focus on the
eradication of poverty with the
participation of locals. The study for
Economic Revival of for village
panchayat was undertaken by the
Directorate of Higher Education and Goa
Institute of Public Administration and
Rural Development and individual
reports of 191 Village panchayats were
prepared and released by Chief Minister.

To implement the program, the
Government of Goa produced another
unique approach of governance knowns
as 'Swayampurna Mitra', who are state
government employees that are to be
appointed at the village and municipality
level. Accordingly, Swayampurna Mitras
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for 191 Gram Panchayats and 14
Municipalities in the state were
appointed. They have not been offered
any special concessions, special
allowances for the program. Nodal
officers were appointed at Taluka level,
i.e., twelve nodal officers.

The Swayampurna Mitras were tasked to
coordinate with the Sarpanch, Municipal
Chairman, Panchayat Members,
Councilors & Panchayat Secretaries, and
they were asked to visit their respective
village, Municipality on holidays. This
was done so that the benefits of welfare
schemes implemented by the State and
Centrally Sponsored schemes reach the
needy people whom it is meant for, and
this was done to ensure the effective
implementation of the schemes.

The Swayampurna Mitras were also
tasked to identify the needs and
requirements of village-specific
initiatives and projects for the betterment
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of the village in terms of employment
generation, entrepreneurship
development, etc. A grant of Rs.50 Lakhs
was sanctioned for innovative projects
under the Swayampurna Goa scheme, and
this included projects such as Panchayat
Ghar, Community Hall, Crematorium,
and other initiatives certified by the
Swayampurna Mitras.

The Swayampurna Mitras did indeed visit
their respective villages during their
holidays, and they took notes on issues of
the villagers persisting in their villages.
Subsequently, they worked to resolve the
issues under the 10-point program rapidly,
and the implementation of this program
was nothing short of taking the
government to the doorstep of the people.
However, the most challenging and
innovative task was to identify and
implement unique projects for self-reliant
villages, municipalities.

The below-mentioned are some fine
success stories related to the unique and
innovative projects that have been
implemented under Swayampurna Goa -

Assonora village in Bardez taluka in

North Goa district. The village panchayat,
Swayampurna Mitra, Under Women
Development Program of the Govt.,
coordinated with the Rotary Club of
Mapusa. The Rotary Club donated
twenty-one sewing machines to the
women for self-sustenance,
entrepreneurship development at the
village level. The state faced the wrath of
Tauktae Cyclone and unprecedented
floods. To diversify and make the disaster
management system more inclusive,
thirty-eight women were trained as
'Apada Nari' with the basics of disaster
relief, First Aid, etc.

The region is the beneficiary of the Tilari
canal for water supply for irrigation,
drinking water. However, the canal
project has caused flooding in the fields of
many farmers. The farmers came
together, identified an alternative
farmland, with the help of Swayampurna
Mitra started farming on the said land.
They took harvest of Tomatoes, Chillies,
Cucumbers, and Brinjals. On one hand,
the villagers came together for an
alternative source of livelihood, while on
the other hand, the Swayampurna Mitra
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took the issue of flooding of fields to the
State Water Resources Department.

Kirlapal Dabhal in Dharbandora taluka,
North Goa. The region has a substantial
tribal population. The Swayampurna
Mitra took initiative under the 'Adivasi
Vikas Yojana' of the Goa Tribal Welfare
Department and build a community hall
for the village. The Mitra coordinated a
meeting between the villagers of
Karmane affected by irregular water
release in the canal and the Water
Resource Department and resolved the
issue by chalking down the specific
pattern for the water release and sharing
pattern.

Four youth from Rumbrem and Bandoli
villages took up a property to develop an
Eco-Tourism project. The Swayampurna
Mitra supported and encouraged the
venture with clearances and other
procedures. The project is based on the
'Tribal Village Life' concept. A local Self
Help Group prepares and provides food
for the tourists. The project undertakes
organic farming and sells those products
at the site. This project has helped fifteen
families go Swayampurna.

Morpirla Village, Qupem, South Goa
District. Seventy-two students from the
Tribal community took Computer training
under the 'Short Term Professional
Training Scheme' for tribal youth of the
State Tribal Welfare Department. It has
helped them to seek jobs, start their
business venture to become
Swayampurna.

Surla, Bicholim, North Goa. The villagers
with the support of Swayampurna Mitras
identified a barren land of 50,000 sq.m.
not cultivated for more than 12 years.
Forty farmers took initiative and
collectively brought it under cultivation
under community farming. The project
was implemented with the support of the
'Atal Gram Development Agency'

These are a few of the many unique and
innovative projects taken under the
Swayampurna Goa scheme with
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coordination of Swayampurna Mitras,
Villagers, Sarpanch, Panchayat members,
Municipality chairman, councilors, etc. A
system of 'Swayampurna Parikshak' was
set for the monitoring and coordination of
Swayampurna Mitras. Moreover, to
review the projects, initiatives, works of
Swayampurna Mitra, Chief Minister Dr.
Pramod Sawant produced another
innovative program to take the Govt. to
the Doorstep of the people i.e., 'Sarkar
Tumchya Dari' (literally meaning Govt. at
Your Doorstep)

The Sarkar Tumchya Dari program was a
unique program where on a given day, all
the Govt. machinery from District
Collector to various department heads,
went to the village for a day. Where CM
interacted with the Swayampurna Mitras,
Sarpanches, Panchayat Members, etc.
took a review of the projects undergoing,
listened to the issues raised, and directed
the authorities to resolve those. The
Sarkar Tumchya Dari served multiple
purposes. The common people got the
knowledge of the available schemes for
their benefit. They got to know whom to
be approached for what sort of work to be
done. And most importantly, it assured the
people that this is the Govt. that works,
reach to the last mile.

The Prime Minister took note of the
unique and innovative approach of
governance. On 23rd October 2021 PM
virtually interacted with the

Swayampurna Mitra, Sarpanch,
Beneficiaries of the Swayampurna Goa
program. Prime Minister praised the
program saying, "State means a new
model of development and a reflection of
collective efforts. when people get the
support of the Govt. and the hard work of
the people, how change comes, self-
confidence comes, we all experienced
during our discussion with beneficiaries."

The Swayampurna Goa is not just limited
to the 10 Point program, innovative
projects for the development and making
villages Swayampurna. The State Govt.
has been working towards formulating
policies towards making the state
Swayampurna in true sense. The best
tourist destination in India is dependent
upon neighboring states for meat, milk,
food grains, many other things. The Govt.
has formulated a Start-Up policy that
creates a robust environment for Start-
Ups aimed at Swayampurna Goa.

The Govt. has taken up a project to build
dairy clusters and dairy estates. It is
encouraging youth for dairy farming.
Farmers are being supported for the
enhancement of average milk production.
Many villages have taken up projects for
dairy farming and distribution with the
support of Swayampurna Mitras. Govt.
has formulated the 'Goa Marine Culture
Policy 2020' for the development of the
Fisheries sector. Notification of minimum
legal size, conservation of fishing
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resources, leasing of platform for drying
of fish has been done. The Fisheries
department conducted more than 110
programs with 3948 participants. With the
aim of Swayampurna Goa.

Earlier there were very limited facilities of
Multi-Specialty Hospitals. The patients
had to be shifted to Bengaluru or Mumbai
for treatments of critical ailments. The
Govt of Goa supported, encouraged
private hospitals to enhance their capacity
and robustness. The State Govt. enhanced
the capacities, established specialty
facilities at the District Hospitals, Health
centers in Goa. The COVID-19 pandemic
turned out to be a tough test. But the Govt.
turned the crisis into an opportunity to
enhance the resources and capacities.
Established the Oxygen generation plants
under the PM-CARES. With all the
efforts, the state is on the path of
Swayampurna Goa.

Goa is gearing up with the
implementation of a New Education
Policy, with Coding and Robotics
Education in Schools scheme, institutions
like National Forensic Science University
are in Goa. The introduction of new,
entrepreneurship development-oriented
courses aimed at the goal of
Swayampurna Goa. The Govt. is
committed to the Swayampurna Goa in
every sector. Its aim is not limited to just
self-reliance but also contributing to the
nationwide ambitious program of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The last 10 years were of development of
the state, The next 5 years are committed
to the prosperity of the state by the
Bharatiya Janata Party. With rapid
infrastructure development, future-
oriented policies, adoption of digital
governance, unique initiatives the state of
Goa shall achieve the goal of
Swayampurna Goa.

Author: Shaunak Kulkarni

Twitter: @jamdagni_vats
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The torch - bearers of
'‘Ajanaabha Varsha.’

his blessed land was one of the

most celebrated centres of

knowledge and trade in ancient
times. This is although, a known fact, yet
we are to discover and unearth the true
meaning of the buried pearls of wisdom
and guidance that was long lost to the
modernization of Indian society. As
mentioned in the title, this land was once
known as Ajanabha Varsha. Aja Nabha
Varsha is one of the most initial names
given to this land, where “Aja” is another
name for the creator, Lord Brahma,
“Nabha” meaning centre or navel, and
“Varsha” meaning the space occupied,
referring to the subcontinent.

Our country as we know it has witnessed a
wide range of invasions and various
reforms through the ideologies and
practices of the ones foreign to this land.
Our centuries-old wisdom slowly lost its
light and was soon greatly influenced by
western culture. As we understand, our
wisdom withheld great power and
unimaginable capacity. What truly
happened to these texts will always be an
unfortunate painful truth in the shadows,
but some evidence shows an attempt may
have been made to erase these from our
history. The British colonized our land
and were soon exposed to the vastness of
the diversity and culture the land bore.
Many prominent personalities of the
British Rule, aimed at reforming our
scriptures from the root. They replaced
the education system with their ideals and
rendered the ancient system of education
illogical and termed our ancient works as
'baseless' and as a 'figment of imagination.
All the Vedic texts were converted and
categorized as mythology.

We notice, the textbooks that are being
used in Indian secondary and higher
secondary education currently are

majorly based on the British reforms and
demeans the ancient ideologies of Bharat.
It mentions the great ruler of
Jambudveepa, Manu even says he
discriminated against women and was a
propagator of patriarchy, this thought
glorifies the British and downplays the
greatness of our system to the young
minds who are victims to the severely
partial statements partaken from the
biased education, but it was proved
otherwise recently, on research they
justified the quotations of maharishi
Manu, one such quote is,

tr%n?m aur
ﬁ@%%ﬁmﬁ I

130 Il

yathaivatma tatha putrah putrena duhita
sama |tasyamatmani tisthantyam
kathamanyo dhanam haret || 130 ||

This can be interpreted as, an offspring
reflecting one's own self, and every
daughter is equal to that of the son, they
claim a fair share in property if they are in
real character.

The recidivation of modern Indian society
can be starkly observed in today's world,
where there is a requirement to prove this
well-established wisdom at every step,
most of which is misinterpreted or has
reached this age through various biased
opinions and assumptions.

Understanding the society through some
outshining examples of our past, helps us
connect better to the point of discussion.
Samvat Lalitaditya Muktapida, the last
known Digvijay samvat, was known for
reigning during the golden age of
Kashmir, where art, architecture, and
learning joyously flourished. Peshwa Baji
Rao, the undefeated Hindu warrior, is
widely known for his innovative warfare
techniques and bilateral relations.
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Chhatrapati Maharaj Shahu is a fitting
example of immaculate human qualities
and morals. Rani Naiki Devi, the valiant
queen who defeated Mohamad Ghori, in
the year 1178 kept him from launching an
attack on India until the year 1191.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was a
brilliant spark, who paved the way for
innumerable lessons for humanity.
Taradevi empowered women by training
them in martial arts in the year 1947.

Not only were they leading role models
who portrayed excellence and grace
throughout their lives, but they also
accomplished many architectural
achievements, that further promulgated
the exceptional principles of these
inspiring personalities. The prestigious
Somnath temple stood for the 18th time
after being destroyed seventeen times by
invaders. Another architectural marvel,
Chau sat yogini temple, and traces of the
design can be noticed in the design of the
Indian Parliament House. The Great wall
of India, built by Maharana Kumbha, is
known to be the second-largest
continuous wall after the Great wall of
China. Maharana Kumbha has also
contributed to the building of 360
temples.

King Vikramaditya, the first Chakravarti
emperor of India, was widely celebrated
for being generous, righteous, these are
some striking examples from the time of
the monarchy in India. But even as we
advance through time and note some
selfless personalities, they leave us in
wonder and awe of their dedication and
zeal to achieve higher motives.

Veer Savarkar, a visionary who left us
with great lessons of patience, resilience,
pragmatism, bravery, and the incessant
passion to obtain knowledge. There is no
dearth of praise for this torchbearer of true
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love and devotion to one's motherland and
its values. Another eminent reformer,
Hanuman Prasad Poddar, the founder of
Gita press, is the finest long-running
publisher of some of the most celebrated
religious and spiritual books, and he has
also devoted his entire life to bringing
light to the re-establishment of Rama
Janmabhoomi and its savings trust.

Another remarkable initiative to be noted
is the Kashmiri Self-defence corps, a true
example of sheer courage, where young
pandit girls took up arms to defend
Kashmir against the invasion of Pakistan
in 1947. These examples of leadership
and togetherness, when applied in the
modern world with the right perspectives
and true actions can slowly, but steadily
contribute towards the recuperation of our
ancient wisdom which is truly eternal.

Let us consider a different aspect now, the
field of ancient Indian medicine, which
saw the rise of various pioneers who
enlivened the science not only in times of
peril but also instilled its core principles

References:
1. Manusmriti verse 9.130.
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and practices into our daily lives. Some
notable Acharyas or practitioners of the
science were, Sushrutha Acharya,
Charaka Acharya, and much recently
Vagbhatacharya, who has directed the
entire world with their illustrious works.
Stating the example of Cowasji, whose
nose was ordered to be cut off as a
punishment by Tipu Sultan, had his nose
restored by a traditional medicine
practitioner, Kumar in 1794 C.E. This is
the world's first documented plastic
surgery. Mr. Lucas, a British, observed the
whole action and documented every detail
of'it. The surgery was performed based on
“Rhinoplasty in Sushruta Sambhita”.
Using the same details and techniques,
Joseph Constantine, known as the father
of Plastic Surgery, performed the modern
Rhinoplasty 20 years later. Their works,
referred to as 'Samhitas', are yet relevant
and bear a vast expanse of knowledge and
learning.

We all unanimously believe that life is a

series of experiences. This is agreed upon
by both materialists and spiritualists. Ours
is now an 'Age of Science' as they call it.
From time immemorial, ours has been the
land of spiritualism and the universe has
always been looking up to us to teach
them the right ways of living and the true
moral standards of behavior. Even today,
the world views India with fruitful respect
and adoration, not for her material wealth,
manpower, popularity, or even literature,
but for being pioneers in contributing to
the world the great 'Science of Living.'
Here, one learns to rehabilitate oneself as
abetter social being.

We, as a country, are losing the strength
that our culture and heritage offer, there is
disturbingly more hatred,
misunderstandings, and rifts created
within the walls that house us. In the name
of secularism, and protecting our religion,
we are losing what this land stands for
eternally, Unity in Diversity. True
Religion is not something that divides us,
it is what glues us back together, even
when the fabric of the world tears apart.
We have a long journey to make together
before we get there, but on the way, let us
remember our clear motto, “to drag Man's
boat of hope out of the sinking sands, and
set it afloat on the stream of Existence is
the main function of True Religion.”

Concluding with a comprehensive prayer

orrather an appeal,
3 quire: quifid Ique
quiaer™ 1135 =ITf=: |l

'We are wholeness, manifested from
wholesomeness (the outer universe).
Even when the wholesomeness is
removed from the Whole. The
wholesomeness yet remains.'

Let us educate, learn, and respect each
other as easily as we can hate. When we all
start following the path paved by the
Unsung heroes, we will notice ourselves
becoming heroes in Life and beyond.

Author: Karthik and Nandana,
SDMIAH, Bengaluru
ALN Rao Ayurvedic Medical College, Koppa
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Digitization of courts, Technological
outreach, and Delay of justice

Introduction

“Delay of Justice is Denial of Justice” - A
legal maxim that depicts the need to have
speedy trials in order to grant justice to the
injured person. The modern world is that
which is technology-led. The transactions
we enter into, one way or another, are
centered around technology and its
development. In this fast-growing
technology-driven world, the common
man is the one who is directly or indirectly
affected by such massive shifts.

When the government initiated the
process of computerization of Indian
courts around two decades back, we have
seen the age-old system of documentation
and storing of case files being broken
down into a seamless form, that is stored
or is processed by a computer.

Our court procedures are complex, time-
consuming, and expensive. The common
man has always hesitated in the pursuit of
justice through litigations. This tiresome
loop of court processes has always made
him take a step back from inviting such
inconveniences that will lead to an era of
lifelong headaches. With the advent of
computerization of the Indian courts, the
litigants will not have to run back and
forth in the name of justice. This made the
common man think that the courts bearing
lakhs of pending cases, causing delay will
no longer be a huge headache to him.

Although the advent of imparting such
modernized aspects to the Indian courts
did boost the judiciary to deal with a speck
of pending cases, the common man's
plight doubled as there are cases pending

in the courts coupled with the
unavailability to access the same through
technology. This article discusses the
importance of public reach to the
technology available in the Indian Courts.

The Process of Upgradation

Even though the Supreme Court of India
and High Courts have upgraded to an
efficient technology-driven
administration, the lower courts are still in
the process of upgrading. The
technological advancement in the courts
fastens the entire process of the
administration of justice. But the outreach
in and among the common people and
lack of knowledge or expertise in the use
of these systems have led them to stay
secluded within the cocoon of traditional

processes.
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Tracking down the traditional methods
put in use by the courts and following the
same in the litigation is a time-consuming
and expensive deal. The lack of use of
technology drags the entire process of
litigation. The ignorance and
unawareness of facilities available to the
common man such as access to
information regarding the status of the
pending case, e-filing, e-court fees, etc.
hinder the smooth process of delivering
justice as the persons fail to reach the
court due to inconvenience caused
through transportation or other life
experiences.

Indian Courts follow very strict and
complex procedures, the computerization
of the same will extravagantly consume
the time. The process of going paperless
and computerizing the lower courts
should be initiated so that the rate of
pending cases in the courts is handled
coherently.

Significance of Computerized Court
Processes.

» Transparency - Easy and clear access
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to information and the current status of
the cases pending before courts and
those which have already been dealt
with are easily available to the
litigants.

Examples

* COURTNIC provides Supreme
Court pending case status
information to litigants

* E-Court India services provide
designated services to litigants,
lawyers, and the judiciary.

Convenience - If the outreach
regarding these technology-related
services is prevented and is made
easily available to the common man,
the litigants will not have their
precious time wasted in vain running
behind the cases.

Cashless Transactions - Through
online payment portals, e-filing, e-
pay, and verification of e-court fees
mechanisms, the litigants can transfer
the money in no time which will

Image credit: Panuwat

prevent any default from happening as
in the case of direct payment of the
same through courts. In order for the
courts to implement this, the common
man must be educated about the
opportunities of online payments.
Still, a substantial number of people
are hesitant about online payment
modes. This is either due to lack of
knowledge or due to lack of trust and
confidence regarding secure
payments. The governments must
ensure safety and enlighten the
common man about the ease of online
or cashless transactions. After the
2016 demonetization, several free
workshops were initiated by the
government in educating the common
man about the possibilities of going
cashless.

Paperless Processes - In June 2020,
The Supreme Court three-judge bench
led by Justice Chandrachud held the
first paperless proceedings. It was an
experiment towards the reform, which
is to go paperless, which was the goal
of the e-committee headed by Justice



Chandrachud.

Going paperless is an initiative that is
environment-friendly, productive,
inexpensive, and safe. Moreover, the
documentation and storage are easily
done with secure data storage. Paper
production and manufacturing kill the
trees leading to deforestation, climate
change, and emission of greenhouse
gasses.

The Supreme Court is now intending to

initiate a more feasible way of e-filing
process with no time restrictions as in
the case of offline filing.

Monitoring performance and Court
Management - With digitization, the
court management, clerical tasks, and
monitoring of the same have become
ecasily palpable. Robust court

management, document management,
and information sharing, and
unification of such shared information
are possible through digitization.

The e-committee of the Supreme Court

functioning for the conceptualization
of the national e-governance process
in the courts is moving towards the
implementation of digitization in the
lower courts as well. This will lead to
the unification of information and
connectivity among the courts in
India.

Concerns of Digitization and Remedies
Available

Safety and protection of data in case of e-
filings, e-court fee payments, and so on.
The concerns raised by the Judiciary, the
lawyers, and the litigants focus primarily
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on the safety and protection of their
privacy and sharing of data.

The judicial system cannot be a
playground for trial and error as it deals
with the rights of the people and the rights
of the nation as a whole. Therefore, the
implementation of the same must be done
after ensuring safety regarding privacy,
sharing of data, and other cybersecurity
issues.

« The outreach of technology among the
common men and the lack of
knowledge regarding the same has led
to the disutility of digitization. The
same can be prevented by providing
awareness programs and sharing of
possibilities through digitization,
slowly shifting towards complete

Image credit: Panuwatccn
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digitization of courts within a time
span of 50 years.

e Another concern is the lack of
knowledge in the case of using these
technologies. The clerks working in
these courts have limited knowledge
and confidence as to the use of the
same. They still prefer using the age-
old complex mechanisms
disregarding the feasibility of the
online mode of the same. Similarly,
when it comes to virtual court
hearings, some lawyers find it difficult
to cope with the delivery of arguments
as they are not conversant with the
online platforms providing video
conferencing facilities. As stated
above proper guidance is to be
provided for all of them as to the usage
of these technologies. They should be
properly equipped to make use of

References:

these e-court facilities, to exploit the
same for their advantage and in
imparting justice.

In Imtiaz Ahmad V.s State of Uttar
Pradesh 3 SCC 658 2017 SCC OnLine
SC7

; The Supreme Court held a National
Court Management Systems Committee
(NCMSC) and E- committee to formulate
a scientific technology-based mechanism
for easy disposal of cases. This case
sprouted when there was an inadequacy of
judges in District Courts as a result of
which there was a delay in rooting out the
pending cases. NCMSC was required by
the Supreme Court to initiate a scientific
endeavor that determines the computing
of the required judge strength of the
district judiciary.

Conclusion

E-courts - https://districts.ecourts.gov.in/About%20E-Courts%20Project

E-court project https://districts.ecourts.gov.in/sites/default/files/Objective % 20Accomplishment%20Report-2019.pdf

E-committee https://main.sci.gov.in/pdf/fecommittee/ecommittee % 20officeorder.pdf

Workshops on cashless transactions https://m.timesofindia.com/city/nashik/ngo-to-train-domestic-helps-in-cashless-transactions

/articleshow/55882466.cms

In A First, Supreme Court Goes Paperless As Judges Use Laptops - NDTV https.//www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-in-a-first
-supreme-court-goes-paperless-as-judges-use-laptops-2238988?amp=1&akamai-rum=off
Imtiyaz Ahmad v. State of U.P, (2017) 3 SCC 658 2017 SCC OnLine SC 7
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The Indian Judicial System is in need of
reforms. We believe in the age-old
traditions but for the development of the
nation and in the administration of justice,
the modern world requires modern
facilities. When the world is moving
forward, our judiciary is still behind with
a handful of pending cases, corruption,
and a lack of judicial capacity and
infrastructure. The digitization of judicial
processes and the use of technology in
courts can provide a boost to the judicial
system as a whole. It will help in dealing
with the pending cases and in speedy
trials. Although we cannot root out other
inadequacies of our judicial system, we
can surely do some justice by proper
implementation of the technology in the
court and court proceedings and the same
must be done in a way so that the common
man is benefitted. Therefore the need is to
make them aware of the use of technology.

Author: Sidhida Varma S, 10th Semester
(5th Year) BA LL. B, Government Law
College, Thiruvananthapuram
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