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Message from the BJYM President

Namaskar!

I hope the October edition of the BJYM Magazine finds you in good
health. This edition is dedicated to the tribal communities of India who
have always played an important role in the civilisational journey of
India. It is but a travesty that the role of tribal communities and leaders
has been largely ignored in the writings on Indian history and
contemporary polity. BJP has always strived to ensure the inclusion,
representation, and dignity of the proud tribal communities. It was
under the BJP government of late PM Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee that
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs was formed in 1999. In 2003, the
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes was established by the
89th Constitutional Amendment.

' The commitment is reflected in the election of President Droupadi
Murmu as the first president of India from the tribal community and
several other landmark policies and initiatives of the government of
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. [ am sure this edition will enrich your knowledge about the work done by the
BJP government in the last eight years for the betterment of our tribal brothers and sisters.

Friends, recent incidents of heavy rains and flooding in various parts of the country have brought into focus an
important challenge facing India of re-imagining our cities and urban planning for the 21st CE. Our urban centres
have faced undue neglect after independence due to the hollow politics of socialism. It has led to deficient
infrastructure, unplanned growth of cities and proliferation of slums which lowers the quality of life of the
citizenry. The problem is getting aggravated by climate change and unpredictable weather patterns. Urban centres
will continue to expand in the foreseeable future tilting the demography and balance of political power towards
the cities.

It means that urban issues and concerns will acquire more & more political weight. It shall require a new style of
politics to connect to urban voters and address their concerns, and only BJYM can pioneer the politics of the 21st
CE. Our cities are engines of economic growth, and it is time we accord them the importance they deserve in our
polity.

The election of Himanchal Pradesh has been announced, and BJP is all set to break the historical trend by
returning to power with a huge majority. But in politics, there is no room for complacency, and I request all Yuva
Morcha karyakartas to work harder to ensure that we win the confidence of every voter by sensitising them about
the work of the Modi government and BJP state governments. I wish BJYM Himanchal all the very best for the
upcoming elections.

Vande Mataram

Tejasvi Surya
National President
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
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Editorial

Since ancient times, the tribal communities have contributed immensely to India's civilisational and
national journey. But despite this, they have suffered neglect and innumerable indignities at the hands
of Central Asian and European colonialism. And even after independence under socialist and
dynastic politics.

After 2014 BJP government, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has created
new landmarks in its quest to improve the lives of tribal communities. Around 36,428 tribal-
dominated villages across the country are being developed as 'Adarsh Grams' under the Pradhan
Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojna. In the last seven years, more than Rs 1.64 crore was spent on tribals'
welfare. About 2,500 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras and 37,000 self-help groups have been formed.

The government is building ten museums to highlight the contributions of tribal icons such as Tantia
Bhil, Birsa Munda, Rani Gaidinliu (Manipur), Bhima Nayak and Khajaya Nayak (Madhya Pradesh),
Thalakkal Chanthu (Kerala), Alluri Sitarama Raju (Andhra Pradesh), Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
(Chhattisgarh), and Ramji Gond (Telangana).

It has also been decided that the birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda on 15th November will
be celebrated every year to take his message to all the citizens of India. Janjatiya Gaurav Divas is
observed on 15th November 2021 by the Union Cabinet to remember the contribution of tribal
freedom fighters as part of the year-long celebration of the 75th anniversary of Indian independence.

One of the flagship efforts of the BJP government has been the 'Eklavya Model School'. It is
established to provide better education to the children from the SC and ST communities. Under this
scheme, the government will build 452 schools and refurbish 211 existing schools in five years.

The great effort and contribution of tribal communities cannot be covered in a few pages but needs
continuous effort, especially from the youth. We need a rediscovery of Indian history and greater
awareness of the contemporary issues affecting different sections of society. India has always been a
civilisation with strong oral traditions, and much of the local histories of tribal communities have
only been preserved in the oral traditions. But there has never been any systematic attempt to record
and analyse these narratives.

Students passing out of schools and colleges are largely ignorant of the rich tribal communities of
India. They learn hardly anything about the tribal society, polity, spiritual systems, vibrant tribal
kingdoms and culture. Indian tribal communities were the ones who continuously resisted western
imperialism and paid heavily for the same. This fierce and continuous resistance to western
imperialism is one of the most intense and glorious in the annals of the world, which is now being
recognised and celebrated under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav initiated by Prime Minister Modi.

In this edition of the BJYM magazine various contributors discuss the various issues and policies of
the BJP governments for the tribal communities.
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Narendra Modi Government

he intention of democracy is the

welfare of the common people

and the sections at the last
position. See the irony, all the
governments showed dreams of
development in independent India,
democracy was established in our
country, but public welfare issues related
to social concerns like education, health,
food, social justice, roads were included
in the government's priorities in the year
2014. . Growth has always meant
positive change and this change is
visible now. 26th May 2014 became the
historic day of the future of the country.
When the leadership of the country was

(W
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transferred to a great leader who was
from the ground, whose relentless and
innumerable efforts and works for the
betterment of Mother India in every
breath had immense commitment
towards the country. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has made the dream of
"Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat" come true

by tying the entire country in one thread.

The population of tribal society in the
country is 9 percent of the total
population i.e. about 11 crores. Tribal
societies are spread in large numbers in
India from Kashmir to the Northeast,
especially in Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,

Commiitted to Tribal Welfare

Rajasthan and Gujarat. Unfortunately,
for a long time after independence,
Congress used them only as vote banks.
History is witness that the contribution
and sacrifice of this society in the
freedom movement is unforgettable.
But the post-independence governments
for a long time did not make proper
efforts to integrate the tribal society with
the mainstream of development and
political representation including their
social and economic upliftment. From
ancient times, tribal society has been
treated as backward society and second
class citizens. Despite the important
contribution of tribal society in
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strengthening the culture of India, the
country was kept in the dark. For
decades the culture and capabilities of
this society were overlooked. No
importance was given to their issues,
health and education. By not giving due
importance, priority to the tribal society,
the previous government has committed
a political crime. In the name of
elections, votes were sought in the name
of deprivation, enjoyed the pleasures of
power for decades but the tribal society
was left helpless. After the coming of
the Modi government in 2014, like all
the communities, the hopes of the people
of tribal society also started to shake,
their dreams also got wings. In keeping
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas as expected, the
Government of India has given priority
to the development of tribes and the
preservation of their heritage and
culture. In the true sense, the tribal
society is getting proper participation
and share in the development of the
country in the Modi government.
Whether it is houses of the poor, toilets,
free electricity,gas connections, free
treatment, roads or schools, the speed
with which all these things are being
given to different parts of the
country,the tribal communities are
provided with the same benefits. Today
the Modi government is working day
and night for the self-respect of the tribal
society.

It is well known that when the NDA
government was formed for the first
time under the leadership of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, a serious effort was made to
understand the hopes and aspirations of
this society. A separate ministry was
formed by Atal ji in 1999 for the
upliftment of tribal society and their
development and prosperity. Apart from
this, in 2003, the Atal ji's government
took the initiative to ensure their
interests by establishing the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes by the
89th Constitutional Amendment. The

work started by Atal ji for the upliftment
and respect of the tribal society has been
carried forward more strongly by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji in the last 8
years. This seed sown for the betterment
of this society during the tenure of Atal
ji has turned into a tree today. For the
first time in the history of India eight
ministers from tribal communities have
been included in the cabinet of the Modi
government and five as ministers of
state . The Prime Minister himself has
called for records regarding the
contribution of tribals for the
independence of the country and their
memorials are being built. The
Congress consistently neglected the
Northeast region which is with a large
tribal population, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi emphasized the
development of the Northeast under the
Act East policy as soon as he came to
power. In the last 8 years, connecting
the northeastern states with the
mainstream of development of the
country, making them partners of
national progress.

In a country where the tribal society has
been neglected in such a way that the
country which became independent in
1947 got the first tribal cabinet minister
in 1994 as P.A. Sangma, a person from
the tribal society who reached the
highest office of the country,no one has
ever imagined of that to happen. BJP
has always been determined for the
progress of tribal society and today
under the leadership of Narendra Modi ji
India got its first tribal president as
Draupadi murmu. Draupadi Murmu's
election as the President is a historic
occasion for Indian democracy. This is
the first time after the independence of
the country that a person from the tribal
community has reached the highest
office of the country. Draupadi Murmu
Jji, comes from the last position of the
society and has reached the highest
constitutional post of the country today.
It is certainly a matter of great pride not
only for the tribal society but also for the

entire country. It is also an excellent
example of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's resolve for tribal empowerment.
BJP has proved that it is the biggest
beneficiary of tribal society and the
Modi government works for the
deprived sections.

The name of bhagwan Birsa does not
require any identification. When about
300 major tribes settled in different
provinces of India remember the glory
story of their sons, a name that emerges
is Birsa Munda, who is not only
respected with immense reverence by
the tribal society but also by the whole
country. How happy and proud it is for
the tribal community that when the
whole country celebrates Gandhi
Jayanti, Sardar Patel's birth anniversary
every year, in the same way, the birth
anniversary of bhagwan Birsa Munda
on 15th November is also celebrated
every year in the country as "Tribal
Pride Day". This is not an ordinary
achievement but a unique gift given by
the Modi government to the tribal
community. Tribal freedom fighter
museums are being set up across the
country with a budget of 200 crores. All
these things show that the Modi
government is engaged in every way
with mind, word and deed for the
development and respect of the tribal
society. A few months back when Padma
awards were being given, people from
tribal society reached Rashtrapati
Bhavan, the world was shocked to know
that Tribal society has given not one but
many gems.

If we see some remarkable work in the
direction of tribal society, the Tribal Sub
Plan budget run by the Modi
government at the Center has been
increased 4 times from 21,000 crores to
86,000 crores in 2021-22. Under this,
much work has been done like providing
tap water to 1.28 crore houses, 1.45
crore toilets, 82 lakh Ayushman cards

and 38 lakh houses under Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana by the Modi



government under Jal Jeevan Mission
for tribal society. The budget of Eklavya
Model Schools has been increased from
Rs 278 crore to Rs 1418 crore and the
budget of scholarships for tribal students
has been increased from Rs 978 crore to
Rs 2546 crore. Apart from this, 3110
Van Dhan Vikas Kendras and 53,000
Van Dhan Self Help Groups have been
established with a budget of Rs 327
crore under the new scheme for the
purpose of entrepreneurship
development. Modi ji has set up the
District Mineral Fund and by removing
this discrepancy, ensured that 30 percent
of the income from mining is to be spent
for local development. So far, an
amount of more than Rs 57,000 crore
has been collected through this fund,
which is being used for the development
of tribal areas. In addition, the number
of TRIFED operated Tribes India outlets
for marketing of tribal products has been
increased from 29 to 116. At the same
time, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, a lot of work is being
done for the economic development of
the tribal community. The youth of the
tribal community have been linked to the
skill development program of the central
government. Tribal people are being
trained with modern technology, besides
traditional professions like agriculture,
horticulture, pisciculture, animal
husbandry, they are being made
proficient in areas like fridge, AC,
mobile repair, beautician, data entry
operator, security guard, domestic nurse.
Prime Minister Modi's government is
working continuously to protect the
fundamental rights of lakhs of tribals
living in all the states of the country and
to uphold their rights on water, forest
and land. The Prime Minister has said
that use of natural resources is necessary
for development, but exploitation of
natural resources will not be done at the
cost of tribals. Prime Minister Modi has
made it clear that tribals will have the
right to water, forest and land because
they worship it. To speed up the

development of tribals, Prime Minister
Modi has also announced the opening of
more than 100 development centers in
tribal-dominated areas last year, on
which work is going on. Modern
facilities like education hospitals will
also be available in these development
centers. Unprecedented work is also
being done to link higher education and
research. PM Modi has pointed out to a
big decision of his government that the
children of tribal society face a big
problem in studying language, but in the
new National Education Policy, now
there will be facility to study in the local
language. Children will definitely get
benefit of this.

If we see in the context of JTharkhand,
the creation of a separate Jharkhand is
the result of the visionary thinking of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The Foundation
Day of Jharkhand and the birth
anniversary of bhagwan Birsa is not a
coincidence, but in the year 2000, when
the NDA government was formed at the
center, then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on 15 November 2000, on the
birthday of Dharti Aba Birsa Munda, the
dreams of crores of people of South
Bihar was turned into reality.In
combined Bihar, the people of this area
complained that they are lagging behind
in the field of development despite being
endowed with mineral wealth. The
tribals felt deprived and neglected. The
Bharatiya Janata Party felt this pain.
This spirit of the Bharatiya Janata Party
is a symbol of attachment and dedication
towards the tribals. However, when
Jharkhand was formed, the happiness
and endless hopes of the people of
Jharkhand were natural. Incidentally, |
got the opportunity to become the first
Chief Minister of this state. When the
NDA government was under my
leadership, remarkable work was done
for the upliftment of tribal society in a
short span of time. Whether it was
distribution of cycles among schoolgirls,
reinstatement of local youth as para
teachers or connecting the tribal
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unemployed youths with employment by
giving them buses, we have tried as
much as possible when it comes to
education.

A lot of work was done in the field of
roads, education, medicine, employment
etc in Maoist affected areas, the state
witnessed the fog of political instability
and suffered a lot. The state was made a
political laboratory and exploited. In the
year 2014 when BJP formed the stable
government, the situation seemed to
improve but today the situation in
Jharkhand has gone from bad to worse
under Hemant Raj. The condition of the
tribals of the state is worst under the
present Hemant government of
Jharkhand. The tribal community is
being exploited the most in the Hemant
government, which came to power by
promising Abua Raj.

Narendra Modi has pulled out all the
deprived community including the tribal
community with great effort from the
political web that was trapped for
decades. It is a matter of great pride
that we have the strongest democracy in
the world. At the same time, the country
currently has a strong will and a vision-
oriented, globally accepted strong
leadership. Now it is not the time to be
swayed by hypocrisy and false promises,
but there is a need to take lessons from
old political wounds and act with the
right leadership. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
country is progressing at a fast pace with
the basic mantra of Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and Sabka Prayas,
taking tribal society together. Itis a
matter of great pleasure that the cultural
pride of India is being re-established.

Author: Babulal Marandi,

Leader of the Opposition in the Jharkhand
Legislative Assembly and former Chief
Minister of Jharkhand

This article was first published in
The Pioneer on 22nd September 2022

The views expressed in the article are his own
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Geography and Spirituality:
Adivasi Paradigm

he British theory of an Aryan

Invasion to which India owned

its culture and religious
traditions was doubted by Indian
scholars in the colonial era itself.
Sukumar Dutt observed that the
conception of India as a distinct entity
existed in the minds of the people from
primordial times (Problem of Indian
Nationality, University of Calcutta,
1926). Tribal place-names mentioned in
the Vedas leave a mark on all subsequent
literature. The Vedas refer to the king as
a non-territorial leader of the Jana or
Vis, and allude to the Pancajanah. This,
according to Yaska, the oldest Vedic
lexicographer, refers to the four varnas
with Nishads as the fifth.

Poets of the Vedic tribes expressed a
deep love of the soil, linked with pride
in the spread of a distinct (Arya, noble,
exalted) culture. It was by the spread of
this culture through spiritual-cultural
linkages and a community of worship,
rather than political conquest, that the
idea of the nation rose in India.
Geography was thus intrinsic to
spirituality, and encompassed all tribes
and groups, even outsiders, provided
they embraced this spiritual unity, “for

here culture and not race or language
was the passport for admission”. A
common dharma created a social unity
and group consciousness.

Through the ages, this spiritual unity
permeated all tribal and foreign groups,
as also the Jaina, Baudha and other
streams that flowed through the land.
Caste arose as an agency of integration
of diverse groups and a mechanism to
resolve mutual conflicts. As ancient
customs (Acara) spread, ethnic
distinctions melted and tribes and other
groups adjusted themselves round the
nucleus of caste, which, as Sukumar
Dutt noted, proved the sole and
sufficient bond of Indian society.

The hereditary principles dominated in
practice. Birth and the idea of heredity
became important and an ancestry
(gotra) became imperative for all
Hindus, as the spirits of the ancestors
must be invoked in all social sacraments
(samskara) as the symbol of the
individual's worthiness for the
sacrament.

Consciousness of spiritual-geographical
unity spread through an elaborate
network of shrines and pilgrimages,
sanctification of rivers and places

through Puranic literature, and wove the
entire land into a cultural unity.
Pilgrimages developed the geographical
sense in the people, enabling them to
think of India as a single living entity.

The concept of tirthas (places of
pilgrimage) evolved over the ages. The
early form of tirtha as found in Vedic
texts attached sanctity to an area or to
mountains and rivers in general. The Rig
Veda (VIII. 47.49; x. 9.4), Taittriya
Sambhita (IV. 5.11.1-2; VI. I.1.-2) and
Atharva Veda (VI. 24.1-3; XIX. 10-8)
describe rivers such as Saraswati as
deities to be worshipped. Water has
always been sacred in Indian tradition,
as it is believed to wash away all sins.
The mountains are also invoked as
deities (Rig Veda 1.122.3; VIIL.6.28;
X.9; X.30). By the time of the
Dharmasutras and early Smirtis, tirtha
involved pilgrimage to a particular place
held sacred due to association with some
natural phenomenon (confluence of two
or more rivers, natural tanks, hot-water
springs) or a saint.

Tirthas evolved as an institution in the
era of the epics and Puranas and by the
seventh century AD acquired a pan-India
character with the assimilation of tribal
and folk elements. The infinite diversity
of dharmic practices (locacara, desacara,
local custom and tradition) were
sanctified and tirthas evolved as an
alternative to Vedic yajnas. Puranic
tradition laid emphasis on mass
participation and integration. Salvation
was accessible to all without
reservations of caste or sex, simply
through pilgrimage to holy tirthas.

Folk customs began to dominate tirtha
practices. Tirthas once dominated by

Smarta rites such as homa (fire

oblations), mantra-snana, sandhya,



tarpana (satiation of gods, sages,
ancestors), pinda dana (offering funeral
cakes), shraddha (ancestral rites), tapas
(austerities), dana (religious gift-
making), made way for popular rituals
such as puja, kirtana, mahatmiya
sravanam (listening to accounts of the
religious merit accruing from various
tirthas), and yatra (mass procession).

Festivals, a feature of tribal life since
early Vedic times, became popular. The
Brahma Purana (ch. 66) mentions the
seven-day Gundicayatra festival, held on
the banks of Indradyumna pool at Puri.
Fairs (haats) helped tribals to barter
forest produce and iron crafts made by
them for other commodities. These
interactions facilitated the spread of
cultural and technological ideas,
especially relating to agriculture. M.N.
Srinivas held that tirthas helped in taking
Sanskritic tradition to the peasants of the
region.

Popular myths linked remote tribes with
important gods. The Soligas in Biligiri
Rangana hill range of Mysore regard the
Vaishnava deity Rangaswamy as their
brother-in-law. The story states that a
headman, Bomme Gouda, had seven
daughters. The youngest, Kusumale, was
very beautiful. Rangaswamy saw her
while wandering in the forest and fell in
love with her.

As Soligas collect roots and tubers from
the forest, the god created an illusion,
making the night appear as daybreak.
That day Kusumale collected an
unusually large quantity of roots and
could not even carry them. She sought
help from an emaciated old man, the god
in disguise, who agreed to help her on
condition that she married him. She
agreed reluctantly and returned home
with her roots, where her father berated
her for accepting someone outside the
community as a husband. The god took
the girl away, and when followed by the
girl's father, paid him a heap of gold
coins and disappeared.

The Soligas perform ritual functions at

the Biligiri Rangana temple, such as
pulling the temple car (rathotsava) and
float (teppa), carrying the utsava murthi
of Rangaswamy and his consorts,
decorating the thoroughfares where the
rath passes during processions, and
performing all work outside the temple.
In return, they receive ragi, salt, oil and
pulses from the temple. They are
respected by the Brahmin priest and
enjoy free access to the temple at all
times. They fast on Saturday in honour
of the god.

Chenchus of Srisailam (Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh) revere Shiva as Mallikarjuna,
as mentioned in the Mahabharata (Vana
Parva) and Linga Purana. The temple
legend states that Shiva once visited
Srisailam on a hunting expedition, where
he fell in love with and married a
beautiful Chenchu woman. She began to
accompany the lord on his hunting
expeditions in neighbouring forests and
the god came to be known as “Chenchu
Malliah.”

The temple commemorates this legend
in a beautiful bas-relief which shows
Shiva killing a tiger with his trident,
followed by Parvati dressed as a forest
woman carrying arrows and
accompanied by four dogs. The
Chenchus have the right to freely enter
the temple, including the garbhagriha.
They pull the Lord's ratha during the
annual Shivaratri festival and perform
minor services within the temple. The
temple is principally managed by a
Jangam priest with the help of local
Chenchus, but during the main festivals
from February to May it is managed by
the Pushpagiri Math of Cuddapahh
district.

Chenchus in the Nallamali hills first
considered Shiva of Srisailam as their
brother-in-law, but when the Vaishnava
sampradaya became dominant in Andhra
Pradesh, they began to regard Narasimha
as their brother-in-law. A story narrates
that Vishnu in his incarnation as
Narasimha met a Chenchu girl whom he
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mistook for his consort Lakshmi.
Though he later realized his mistake, he
nevertheless married the tribal girl
(Chenchu Laxmi-Narasimha) and took
her to his heavenly abode.

Tribal deities such as Kalikadevi,
Pipaladev, Alika Mata, Harsat Mata
were linked with the major gods of the
Hindu pantheon and tribal shrines grew
into important tirthas. Goddess
Danteshwari in Bastar is worshipped as
Mauli, chief deity of the tribes, but
identified with the Puranic Kali and
Mahadurga. Similarly, Ganesh and
Kartikeya/Skanda evolved from tribal
deities into major Puranic gods.
Jagannath of Puri is possibly the most
famous of India's tribal deities.

Temples in tribal areas helped to
integrate tribes into the mainstream from
ancient times. The Surpaneshvara temple
on the banks of the Narmada attracts
tribals, especially Tadvis and Bhils, from
neighbouring areas, besides pilgrims
from Gujarat and Maharashtra.

Scholars observe that the Puranas reveal
the tribalization of the Smarta tradition.
The intake of liquor which is integral to
tribal societies is not disdained in the
Markandeya Purana, and meat and
strong drink are considered acceptable
offerings to Lord Dattareya
(Markandeya Purana XIX, 4; 10). The
tribal custom of collective singing and
dancing entered Puranic tradition and is
part of tirtha festivals; moreover,
professional musicians and dancers are
attached to major temples. Kirtan
(religious singing) is performed with
folk instruments like khol and kartal. In
due course, several Puranic gods came
to be associated with specific dance-
forms, such as Krishna with Rasalila and
Shiva with Tandava. Tribals thus
contributed to the geographical roots of
Indian spirituality and dharma.

Author: Sandhya Jain

Adi Deo Arya Devata. A Panoramic View of
Tribal-Hindu Cultural Interface
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The Development of Tribals:
From Atal to Modi Era

ndia's tribal population is around 8.6

percent of its total population i.e.

around 11 crores. This is a sizable
number and forms the most
underdeveloped section of the society.
However earlier Government policies
that were directed towards the tribals
were not so helpful in uplifting or in
empowering them however, things have
changed with the new Government
coming to power led by the BJP party.
The NDA Government has focused on
the Schedule Tribes since it came to
power in 2014. If we look at the efforts
and the welfare steps that have been
taken by the Government of India since
2014, we can see a progression in terms
of the overall development among the
tribal populations in India. Even If we
go back to the first NDA government
back in the early 2000s, the first seeds
for the development of tribals were sown
then. The first-ever Ministry of Tribal
Affairs as a separate department was
created by the then BJP-led government
under the Prime Ministership of Shri
Atal Behari Vajapyee Ji. The National

commission of Scheduled Tribes was
also established by the NDA
Government in the year 2003. Thus the
work started by Atal ji for the upliftment
and social development of the tribal
society has seen a new era of
development under the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji's vision of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas in the last 8 years.

The years prior to 2014 were not very
positive when we talk about tribal
interests. It is noteworthy to quote Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi "Those
who ruled the country for a long time,
never took interest in the development of
tribal areas as it requires hard work". All
the welfare schemes of the previous
governments only made headlines
without any outcomes. The tribal
population to a larger extent had no
proper facilities like water supply, toilets
and had no housing scheme as the

"Kisan Samman Niddhi" was not
accessible to the tribals. Today because
of the welfare schemes of the present
government there has been an
impressive development as under the

Har Ghar Jal Yojana, 1.28 crores tribal
households now have access to tap
water, 82 lakh tribal families are given
health facilities under Ayushman Bharat
Schemes, and around 1.45 toilets have
been built for tribal households.
Therefore in the past 8 years much of
these achievements have been made in a
well structured way with the help of
good policy makers, those who have
good knowledge of the livelihoods of the
tribals in India.

The tribals also had a glorious past but
to a large degree their past was
overshadowed by the historians and
mainstream media. Therefore, in today's
time when we are trying to integrate all
the sections of the society, it is also
pertinent for the country to remember
and acknowledge the role and the
contribution of the tribals in the freedom
movement and nation building process
after Independence. This point has been
emphasised by Prime Minister Modi as
he said that " for the first time the
culture of the tribal society is being
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proudly honoured". There are many
instances for example, the Manipur
Movement, The Mizo Movement,
Khasi-Garo movement, the bravery of
Rani Kamalavati or of Veer Durgavati,
the Government under Shri Narendra
Modi has always made a point to create
an awareness among the masses and to
glorify the rich history of the tribal
communities, which were largely
ignored before 2014.

The Government also announced to
observe and celebrate the Adivasi Pride
Day on the birthday of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda and to build 10 tribal museums
so as to conserve, and preserve the
tribal heritage at a cost of 200 crores.
This is certainly a substantial change in
the attitude of the government from
those who ruled the country before the
year 2014. The dismal conditions of the
tribals was also reflected as they had
very little public representation in the
major Government offices of the
country. The country became
independent in 1947 however only in the
year 1994 we had the first tribal cabinet
minister (P.A. Sangma). He was the
only person from the tribal society who
reached such a high position, which
naturally no one had expected even in
the 1990s. BJP has always been
determined for the progress of tribal
society and today under the leadership of
Narendra Modi ji India has got its first
tribal president Smt. Draupadi Murmu.
Draupadi Murmu's election as the
President is a historic occasion for
Indian democracy. This is the first time
after the independence of the country
that a person from the tribal community
has reached the highest office of the
country. Draupadi Murmu Ji, comes
from the last position of the society and
has reached the highest constitutional
post of the country today. It is certainly a
matter of great pride not only for the
tribal society but also for the entire
country. Today, the highest number of
MPs in the Parliament is from the BIP,
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the highest number of tribal ministers
are from the BJP. Under the Narendra
Modi Government there are 8 ministers
from the ST community along with 5
others ST Members serving as the
ministers of State. This is indeed the
achievement of the incumbent
Government to include and represent the
tribal populations to the highest
positions of Governance.

In terms of promoting education and
sports among the tribals, the government
has made special arrangements in
Eklavya Schools which are dedicated to
nurturing the young talents in sports.
The scholarship provided to the students
has also seen a marked increase under
the incumbent government thereby
facilitating the education especially the
higher education among the tribal
students. The budget has increased from
Rs. 978 crores to now Rs.2,546 crore. In
the spheres of advancing the tribals at
large the central government for the
years 2021-2022 has increased the tribal
sub plan budget from 21000 crores to
86000 crores of which 93 percent of the
budget has already been spent.

As the tribal population of India is very
diverse, a comprehensive plan is
required to chart out the policies keeping
in mind the context of each community
that lives in a particular part of the
country. Therefore keeping in mind the
heterogeneity and diversity of the
population the government policies
should be based on proper research so as
to create a connecting link among the
diverse tribal society in India. Therefore
keeping up with this vision the
government established the National
Tribal Research Institute. Now this is
important at two levels: one, to
understand the tribal diversities and their
livelihoods and secondly to create
policies that adhere to their needs and
surroundings. For example when Shri
Narendra Modi was chief Minister of
Gujrat he started a scheme known as

"Vanbhandhu Kalyan Yojana", which
emphasised the development of the
tribal societies and its members. Such
schemes are required but with certain
alterations and modifications if it's to be
implemented in Jharkhand or the tribal
areas of North East India. Schemes as
such are important and are in need of
the hour and a proper blueprint is
required which would be the basis of the
tribal development for the "Amrit Kaal"
i.e. for the next 25 years. The target is
of course to integrate the tribal
population by preserving their cultural
heritage without destroying their
indigenous way of lifestyles.

As mentioned earlier the earlier
government did not work for the tribal
welfare and merely saw them as their
vote banks, it was the reason the tribal
policies were not inclusive as per the
ground reality and did not adhere to the
diversities that exists among the tribal
populations therefore, they did not
represent all the tribal communities of
India. In this regard the National Tribal
Research Institute has a major task to
formulate the policies that would
promote data collection, and research on
tribal populations. This would also
include celebrating the tribal festivals,
establishing tribal museums so as to
preserve their past and to create a
knowledge centre that would aim to
protect and promote the tribal heritage.
Therefore, the Government of India
since 2014 have not only ensured the
welfare of the tribal population in India
but also have ensured that the future
course of action for the benefits of the
tribal communities would be directed as
per the need of the ground reality and
the context that would ensure their
overall development adhering to the
principles of "Amrit Kaal".

Author: Gourav lama,
Assistant Professor, Presidency University
Kolkata, Vice-President, BJYM, West Bengal
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Sangh Parivar's Role in the
Upliftment of Tribals

ome moments in history create a

silent ripple and its results are

seen after some time wherewas
some historical moments are celebrated
in current times, and its positivity
resonates in the future. Draupadi Murmu
ji's governorship was the first moment
that created history and the history was
seeing her as first tribal female President
of India . There are few instances in
India's history where the commoner
celebrates the presidency.

In my memory, I can only recall two
such moments.

One was Dr. Abdul Kalam's election as
President ( under the visionary
leadership of then Prime Minister Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee ) and now Smt
Draupadi Murmu's election, where the
ordinary citizen of India has embraced,
celebrated and associated themself (
under the visionary leadership of our

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ).

There is a sad side or part of these two
historical moments, one when Congress
denied a second chance to People's
President Dr. Abdul Kalam Azad and
now a recent one when Congress
politician said “Droupadi Murmu
represents Evil Philosophy” for
Draupadi Murmu's nomination. It's
primarily a mindset that Congress has
always showcased since independence.
Prime Minister Modi rightly said that for
a very long time, the contribution of our
Tribal Heroes was undermined and
hidden just because Congress & some
political parties had a plan to showcase a
narrative , a narrative that freedom was
attained due to the efforts of very few.

Indian freedom struggle is full of unsung
heroes from the tribal community.

Like Tilka Manjhi (The Manjhi Revolt
of 1785 ), Determined to defend his

S

people and land, Tilka organized the
Adivasis into an army trained in the use
of bows and arrows. In 1770, there was a
severe famine in the Santhal region.
With this began his "Santhal Hool" (the
revolt of the Santhals). He continued to
attack the British and their sycophantic
allies. From 1771 to 1784, Tilka did not
surrender to the colonial authorities.

Names like Budhu Bhagat ( Larka
Rebellion of 1832 ) or Pa Togan Sangma
( from Meghalaya in 1872 ) to Narayan
Singh ( who is known as the Hero of the
first war of independence of Chattisgarh
in 1857 ) seemed lost but it has
happened the first time that Narendra
Modi Government have bought
particular focus to such unknown names
in Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

Due to the western style of development,
which the first government after
independence tried to copy (and

XTI
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miserably failed in doing that, too ),
alienated the tribals from their actual
need. It just became an extension of the
British regime, which only focussed on
pushing the tribals out of their villages,
forests, and native land with a malicious
agenda of religious conversions. It is
well known how Britishers looted our
natural resources, killed animals for their
pleasure, and mistreated Indian tribals in
the name of development, destroying our
rich natural habitat and environmental
system, which bonded the tribals with
their land. This was carried out in some
missionaries who operated with the
objective of religious conversion only.

Maybe it's the first time any federal
government kept our tribals and
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backward in the core plan of
development, development which is
development in terms of what the tribals
want but not the superimposed western
model of development. The Prime
Minister has said that using natural
resources is necessary for development,
but exploitation of natural resources will
not be done at the cost of tribals. Prime
Minister Modi has clarified that tribals
will have the right to water, forest and
land because they worship it. The Tribal
budget run by the Modi government at
the Center has been increased four times
from 21,000 crores to 86,000 crores in
2021-22.

Many efforts have been taking place in
silence and, since long have brought

positive changes in tribals' lives. One of
such effort is known as Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram, one of the many Nobel efforts
by Sangh Parivar. Although every svyam
Sevak is inspired to work positively
towards the development of Maa Bharati
and its people work of Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram should be made known to every
citizen of the world. Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram was started in 1952 and since it
has achieved a special place in the lives
of the tribals.

The motto of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram
itself defines the soul of the work done
by its volunteers, which says '"Tu Main
EK Rakt" which means you and me are
the same blood. This is the true
philosophy of our Nation, which never
discriminates and never bifurcates. From
its first work, which started in Jaspur
Chattisgarh, till today, there has been a
leaps and bounds movement of VKA. As
per an estimate, 387 districts have more
than 25,000 tribals living in it, and out of
those 387 districts, around 323 districts
have the presence of Kalyan Ashram. It
runs around 225 hostels for Schedule
tribe students and 40 hostels for girl
students. The list goes on, like about
4500 tribal villages have Kalyan ashram
schools.

Our tribal brothers and sisters need our
primary effort, which is knowing about
the great history of Tribals and their
efforts and participating with them in
their journey of true development.

Prime Minister Modi rightly said
"Vanvasio ke sath bitaye Samay ne Ek
Rajkumar ko (Prince Ram) Maryada
Purushottam Ram banana me aham
yogdan diya "which means that the time
spent with Tribals contributed towards
making of Maryada Puroshatm Ram. As
we move into the 75th year of our
freedom, it becomes our onus to
contribute our bit to the upliftment of
our tribal brothers and sisters.

Author: Animesh Baidya Biswas,
Advisory Board Member, BJYM Magazine
Team NEC Member, BJYM
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The Santhals: Balancing

the Culture

between Profane Modernity and
Rituals Tradition

radition plays a very significant

part when determining a person's

sense of identity. As a collective
group, the Santhals (or Santals) have
great pride in their customs and
practices. They subscribe to the notion
that they are their culture's inheritors of
a Great Tradition. In both the political
and cultural spheres, there have been
intermittent attempts in the name of
solidarity to gather all of these
organizations under one umbrella. Still,
they have not met with a great deal of
success.
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As is the case with all societies in
transition that are undergoing a period of
rapid change, the Santhals have one foot
in each of the two worlds, i.e., the
intuitive supernatural and the matter-of-
fact rational, as well as the mythological
past of glorious traditions and the actual
present with its degradations, ethnic
syncretism linked to socio-economic
discontinuities, and the dream of a pan-
tribal unity that incorporates not only the
Santhals but also the related tribal
groups. This search for identity attempts
at its re-definition in a new and evolving

milieu, and the ambiguities and
ambivalences that result from this
position are all well-illustrated by the
Santhal society, which is numerically
one of the largest and culturally very
self-conscious. As a result, Santhal
society is working toward striking a
balance between those two categories of
symbols, specifically between ritual and
technology, as well as culture and
politics.

The history of indigenous identity in
India can be interpreted in various ways

@ |




depending on the perspective used. It is
connected to a wide variety of problems
that affect the Adivasis' way of life
regarding their socioeconomic status.
Another approach to investigating
identity is to think about it in terms of
long-term continuities. Colonial and
early postcolonial discourse on the
Adivasi identity in India has centred
around crucial problems of assimilation,
integration, and independent
development in the framework of a
rising nation. These issues can be seen
as central to the debate. As a form of
protest against the theft of their land by
colonial authorities, Adivasi uprisings
frequently shook the land whenever their
fundamental identity was in jeopardy. In
recent years, the environmental impact
that contemporary civilization has had
on their culture and the social structures
that make up their society has also been
a significant factor in constructing their
identity. Therefore, the study needs to
cover various topics to understand the
Santal identity's fundamental aspects.
These topics include the following: the
expansion of the caste system in Hindu
society in India at the expense of an
indigenous, colonial understanding of
the tribal world; the missionary activity
among Santals in the 19th century;
agrarian changes in Singhbhum as a
result of colonialism; recruitment of
Santals even for tea plantations in

Assam; the memory of insurgencies as a
form.

The remarks of T. Hembrom are crucial
here to add while discussing a brief
history of the Santals' socio-political life
under the glance of Munda life - "The
history of the Santals during these
previous two thousand years, while they
were dwelling in and around
Chhotanagpur, is similarly hazy." We
suppose they had comparable
experiences to the Mundas and others of
the time. A brief history of the Mundas
from 600 B.C. to 1800 A.D. may shed
light on the Santals. Santals' socio-
political organization helps them
maintain their indigenous identity.
Santals love their social and political
structure through their village's
administrative system. Santals still
follow this colonial administration
system. The Santals' socio-political
governance separates them from other
tribal or mainstream societies. The
socio-political administrative system is
well-knit and resistant to change.

Santals' socio-political organization
reflects their beliefs and expectations
from society. Santals are village-
dwellers. Each Santal village has its own
government. The Santal are apolitically
autonomous since they have
administrative and judicial systems to
handle disputes, violations, and social
concerns. Unwritten customary rules are
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formed, updated, and enforced
democratically by a panel of village
officials under a Manjhi's presidency. It
investigates social, cultural, and moral
village issues. It protects Santal
folkways, mores, morale, etc. This study
also fills a gap in postcolonial or
indigenous perspectives on tribe growth
and identity formation. It aims to
address the overreliance on colonial
depictions of tribal cultures in India,
most of which are in political opposition
to Adivasis. The reference range is
confined to Santal folk narratives
because it's impossible to include
political economy and shifts in resource
mobilization. Instead, the focus is on
identification, representation, tribal
identity and survival.

Land issues disrupted the Santals'
traditional agrarian framework. Santals
lost everything. In addition, the Santals'
financial situation and the socio-political
structure collapsed. Santal community
identity was in jeopardy. Non-tribal
individuals, or dekos, exploited the
Santals and took their land. In various
regions of Santal Pargana and
Jangalmahal, non-tribals dispossessed
Santals of land. Santals faced a social
and financial crisis. Santals' insurrection
couldn't fix the problem. Santal folklore
and other literary genres are activities of
an agricultural system, a pastoral
society. Traditional, fixed in time, and
irrelevant to the present. Such systems
haven't evolved continuously throughout
history. It also shows that Santal
modernism coexists alongside non-
modern, pre-modern, and traditional
structures. This simultaneous presence
does not fuse modern and traditional
cultures. The output of Santali literature
requires a new reading to understand the
radicalized and resistive process of
identity creation for one of the largest
indigenous communities, the Santhals.

Author: Dr. Prashant Barthwal,

Assistant Professor, Dept of Political Science
Sri Aurobindo College (M), University of
Delhi
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Revered Jagdev Ram Jee's Life,
Work and Legacy

evered Jagdev Ram Uroan Jee,
the former president of Akhil
hartiya Vanvasi Kalyan

Ashram (ABVKA) is the embodiment of
Bhartiya values. His life and work that
spanned for around seventy one years
touched many thousand lives of our
brethren living in forests and hills like
very few others' did. He was born on 8
October 1949 and left for heavenly
abode on 15 July 2020 at ABVKA's
National Office at Jashpur, his
workplace for at least a half century.

Jagdev Ram Uroan Jee was born to
Aghnu Ram and Buchhubai. He was the
eldest of four daughters and three sons
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of his parents. He started attending RSS
Shakhas, the morning and evening
gatherings of swayamsevaks
(volunteers) at his early age. He did his
Master of Arts (M.A.) and acquired a
degree in Physical Education. Having
come from the janjati community
himself, it was quite easy for him to get
a government job in those days and start
a normal family life but he chose to live
the life of a hermit.

He remained National President of
ABVKA for twenty five years after
inheriting the mantle from his master,
revered Vanvyogi Balasaheb Deshpande
Jee. He truly lived up to the trust and

confidence with which the baton was
passed on to him by his master. Though
he belonged to a poor janjati family in
Komdo village in Jashpur Nagar district
of today's Chhattisgarh state, he did not
confine himself to the worries of hearth
and home. He remained unmarried and
dedicated all his life for the cause of
Jjanjati communities of Bharat.

The far-flung and inaccessible areas of
today's Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand
primarily inhabited by janjatis had
remained much underdeveloped.
Poverty, illiteracy due to lack of schools
and immense scarcity of health facilities
were all pervasive in the region. The
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situation was rendered a fertile ground
for evangelical missions who were
fervently carrying on with their activities
of converting janjatis into Christian fold
taking advantage of their poverty and
innocence. It was in this backdrop that
Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla, the then Chief
Minister of Central Provinces (today's
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh)
visited the region in the late 1940s.

In this visit, he was welcomed
everywhere but was shown black flags
and asked to go back when he reached
Jashpur. His experiences in this visit
exposed him to unimaginable
backwardness and massive conversion
so prevalent among people. This made
him think to assuage sufferings and
anguish of people by coordinating with
revered Thakkar Bappa, a well known
Gandhian who had extensively worked
in the janjati areas. A social welfare
department was established and
Balasaheb Deshpande Jee joined the
same in 1948. After Thakkar Bappa's
death in January 1951, Balasaheb found
it difficult to carry on with janjati
development activities due to
administrative pulls and pressures. This
made him think that there was a need to
carry on with his developmental projects
for janjati communities in the area
independently leading to the
establishment of Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram on 26 December 1952.

In 1977 at the Surat Meet of Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram, Babasaheb Deshpande
Jee decided to expand the organization's
activities all over Bharat. Thus Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram became Akhil Bharatiya
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram. Since then Shri
Jagdev Ram Jee started traveling with
his mentor. In 1985, he was made a
member of ABVKA's National
Committee and further in 1987 Vice-
President, Babasaheb being the
President. Two years before passing
away in 1995, Balasaheb nominated
Jagdev Ram Jee as the National Working
President of ABVKA at its Cuttack

National Convention in 1993. The
relationship between Balasaheb and
Jagdev Ram Jee is embodied in the
Guru-Shishya tradition of Bharat like
that of Swami Ramkrishna Paramhans
and Swami Vivekananda.

Since the time Jagdev Ram ji became
president of ABVKA, he played an
important role in developing the plant of
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram sown by his
master Balasaheb into a banyan tree. At
present ABVKA is the largest
organization in Bharat working for the
overall development of janjatis that
covers aspects such as education, health,
sports, village development, skill
development, youth development,
women empowerment, self help groups,
protecting janjatis' constitutional rights
and so on all over Bharat. The
organization that was started with its
first project having only 13 janjati
children enrolled to be educated with
hostel facilities, presently has 20,000
projects in 323 districts with footprints
in more than 52,000 villages.

His life was one devoted to the cause of
Jjanjatis of Bharat and he lived to see that
happen. He was a staunch believer that
the janjatis are very much an integral
part of Bharat's socio-cultural fabric
since time immemorial. Therefore, he
traveled tirelessly from north to south
and east to west invoking the thought
that we all are one and our destinies are
intrinsically interwoven. His
contributions in the successful
organization of Shabri Kumbh in the
Dang District of Gujarat in 2006 in
which hundreds and thousands of
Janjatis from all over Bharat participated
are immense. Similarly, he exuberantly
participated along with the ocean of
Jjanjati people from all over the country
in Ardh Kumbh Mela at Ujjain and
Mahakumbh Mela at Prayag.

Jagdev Ram Jee was equally concerned
about reinvigorating the cultural heritage
of janjatis. For example; he started the
Rohtas fort pilgrimage located in the
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Son River Valley, in the small town of
Rohtas in Bihar. The Oraon janjati owes
their origin to this fort and surroundings.
People from Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bengal etc. have
been participating in this pilgrimage for
many years now. It was in his leadership
that ABVKA made rapid strides and
became more vocal in the public
discourse by bringing in 'Vision
Document' for socio-economic-cultural
development in 2015. He was very
crucial in bringing the final draft of the
document in consultation with activists,
policy makers and academicians from
across the country. All his life, he
remained at the forefront in bringing
various aspects of janjati issues to the
notice of constitutional authorities and
policy makers and insisted on their
timely resolution.

Despite being such a man of stature, his
demeanor was that of simplicity, care,
affection and compassion towards
everyone he met. It's because of these
traits of his personality, he could easily
connect with thousands karyakartas,
men, women and children alike. He
certainly is the strongest pillar of
ABVKA that has grown leaps and
bounds in every nook and corner of the
country.

He lived and dedicated all his life for the
cause of janjatis but his legacy is not
confined to a particular community.
Moreover, thoughts and deeds of great
men must not be kept limited to a
particular segment of society. The
impact of their life's work is pan
national, across all communities.
Therefore, their legacy must be re-
invoked and presented to this and
coming generations so that we learn to
trade the path that men like Jagdev Ram
Jee have created for us to follow.

Author: Vivekanand Nartam,
Assistant Professor at Shyam Lal College,
University of Delhi.
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[P P YR

3fear GHS

TRt Tger™ YRd & U

3R Sfeart TR & WY A

T H 9 U 7| SMfearit Igard A
3T GOIRT aY QRTHT T D 371

qeR forar| for snfeardt 99er
DI 9 I A Iuas Te! g5,

I ofifad 3@ g1 Snfeantt Ter gt
A TEd € auT 9 # urg o areht
gegfadl & TR Sifdd I8d §, auT
e T R HH § HH AR |a
21 feardt Terd 3 gy avf §
UYRA T gU 3 [AeRT SHIhATN &
A 3T P S @1 9T fhadt o
TEHIA | A SHTAT 4 AT Wpid
TE DI I 3T e, TR,
3Ny, Set-Saanatt aur 3o enfife
fayr @) Sfifad v snfeardt ager
J 3 fasre uRfRufaal & o1g off
9% SR al TS & U &1 Afh
30 YDA 3ISUA o HRUT al JHY
& TSGR & SR PIYRT He |
T8l 3% UGS BT HRUT AT
Tfaem Fafarei 3 ar & gaft st
DI TH GTY TG Pt IHIG § Sffeardt
e/ & forg foRIY ST 991, o™
g1 ft TEIURT & TS & 91U IS
o> | s guia &1 91d 3 38t fs
STSTE! & §IE Ad Jad AP o] IRBRI
A S B BT HIA W AR el foba,

R =T

forId d BT ghaR Ul

a¥ 2014 & $g § gamURad ST g,
3R 3t & Y uRafdd giaT 8 g
WBHR B ATfearmdl & ufd epDiun
Td & TRHRI 1 ifaar snfearial
B PEIYRT A R T 31 @ &
Afb 3rrexuig g AId ot & A
Il WRBR A SATEGardt e D
- YRT Y S8 & Y 3Fd ded
3010 B efearft gem & TR &
DR gl H HUNU G 3 WY
TS BT T Sl ¥ 25 e
2014 B 6% WNBR - SGYTY ol
DI LB DI | T Ao A RIS F=d]
DI WRI YR Had UaH fhan| fords
qed IS Hfears afgarstt ok
sl T gleep SpTehRuT g R |
oy anfeardt aqera & st o
et ¥ gr Y@ | Tag el g1 s
WHR A SR TG & 1Y 8l
ffeamt &= & faery W off iR fean
21 53 Hifa F d8d Hg WPR A
SR H 100 Sffear agd fordd
uga 81 R faera & e

SieiC)

FISHTY ARL 1 O TG1 & | g TRPR -
9 foral & onft 9% oo 150 AfSwd
Hrast Bt A < g1 o
3fTfeardt &=t o garafi @1 oT Hfas
AR o 1Y JHTST T WA JURA
& BT B AT g &1 HidhT firenT |

&g WRBR A Higarsil gRIURAR &1
Ue UTe & 999 ol e | IGHR 7S
2016 H TR Y1 ¥ A Sita= aroA
HRA aTa URaRT & forg g
RIS = T BT o IS ¢
g Ao Afge TRIaTHR0T I SSHR
A TS 1 I5= U1 1 Hfgasf B
T fycier 37 371 uRaR & forg
JHY TR, 1Y B S18R SU JoH Dt
AR el e fora afgansti &
e g1 aret sroRelf ot oft e
fopar 51 g | o dgd aral
Sffeamdt afgemsft & g 1 HaRM
foref 81 Rz Wit St & Agea areit
WHR A ¢ 7 [t awgsf o
Truftrendr & 21 e @Re Tx
fAfHd aegsfl 1 MR TR | TER-
TR a1 S 38T § 9UT 37T SATUR
a1 o |1 81 399 3M S
PRITRY 3R RIUBRY B g et
8 YT 3% AR H gfS §% 7, 399




3 3Mfeart IaTe TuT Siwfaf
e & o) ReR &t 39 a3
UgaH el 81 39 Iy g snfeart
&= P fAfIy Ham g RFeR) gl §,
a4 Sfeandt Afgemt foaviy wu 4
TS Bt &1 O el B 37F &1
3 TTER Uga il § quT 3% IS

HADBRI Bl AP GRDBRI Y FHAT
fopar T 81 399 1 R o gt
B3l & g9 H Hag el § afewd
3 3nfeardt TS & Fifade o §
f mEeayul yftreT i B

3{TERUIY g HIdl St & A arell
DR GHRN ARl & fodl o
&1 o A H U §9 HR Wal Udid
g 81 aY 2018 T 91§ SMfar T
1 GIHTITD Y& TaH DA ared
SYfId i/ SAmaR AR
SHfAFTH 1989 TR o9 UER g dl
IRPR A BT TTHR 39 BT B &
DI YT 3 ST 2018 DI SYfaId
Sfd/SHSd SR AR
ST 3 T4g & Tl gl | U
PRI SATCARI TS BT AR &
& B

et Tger & fird 5t faviy
gfaerell g BT YR&T Had & BRI
TN F 3 s o Igg! A
SO ST BT SYfId STl T8
T YIS B B AT B | 3T St

¥

feHTae Ue=1 BT g1t Selfd @ IR
7df 4R B e ST e g,
forgia T2l 07T &t 31 et TRBRI A
U TSI BTG & ot dd g7y
I T A oY 3FeaT §, Afd
A A WHR A 39 qHa |
eyl HeH I3 & | Tl 39 A
T WReHR] S Usdrd & d1e T
el ! fufd arda o fUsdt §
TYT I8 DI GR&T Had Bt
TG § 34T I I SIgfd
ST &Y gt & <fdre fpar B

O PR &1 FrToid JRIfaqdHRor
1 il Bl TaT A el el
dH Ugar off 9ob auT s s e
& AT BRI Al BT ATYH ISTHR
3T Sia I 3R DI g R YA &
Y TR 3PRR gl 9o |

graTfore-3nfie &7 & Y-y
TSRO TR HIe St & A arell
&% WBR A SRl e Bt
RTSTifcres Hg T iansdl Bl gRT B
&1 M fbar 81 gd § b5 H WHR
M gTell SR Ut A |9 9T db
3ffeareh gaTe & die forw @ afe
3 oo ufaffia 78 fear g1
PG B BRI 7 AT Farsi &1
3P I 3Hf¥ew S HATadl &b
w2 ug ao Hiftd @ § g snfearh
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THTS B IS SR Ual gt
T2 8 2| Afeh A PR A 39
TET T TET IRORT BT THA A= B
far g snfeardt ager™ ¥ om ara
A3t B WHR & 3= TSl & WY
1Y 3% fafis Il 3 TouuTe & Ut
IR e fopan auT <=1 8 ugel IR
TR Tge™ ¥ Hae @ ard]
sfivrcht St g ot 1 Igufa ug d@
Ugdl IR 39 YYG & gared Agd &
STARIY ¥ R e <=1 3 ofeie
U 75 W g1 g § Al 37 75 I A
foeft +ff snfeareh Aq@ 1 Iyufa &
U T e} o= T 7| 3MeRuiig R
Al St A YR @ uga Afger
anfeardt Jyufa 3o sfoew T g
T Al TG DI ASHifdb
TEABIETSH BT T B b1 DT fobd
gl

3{d: TGV R Al St & Aqd
et TWHR P Hifaat 3 snfeard
Y& & AN o Sia- H UHTI A
&1 B fobar 81 377 arorrsii
STfeardt Tger & Al I Rad! b
T U H ST 811 &7 HiwT e §,
TJUT ISP Iwad Hiaw T IHS
IHd g8 8

AEP: 3RIT MaH
TroerSt erd, v Fsia
fayfeemer, wfest
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Our Culture of Vibrancy

rom Jarwa to Mishmi & from

Shompen to Angami, from the

Sino-Tibetan family to the
Austronesian family of languages. From
the specs of land forming the Nicobar
Island chains in the Bay of Bengal to the
rugged Pir Panjal ranges in South
Kashmir; India's the natural home
showcasing the highest diversity of
tribes in the world. The tribals of India
are our showcase of resilience through
history. They have preserved their
culture & heritage despite exploitation &
encroachments into their villages & way
of life which started in the colonial era
& continues till date (albeit almost
eliminated since 2014).

Tribals of India had been on the
receiving end of social injustice.
However, the arc of the moral universe
is long & it bends towards justice; said
Martin Luther King Jr. The arc of justice
bent towards our tribal brethren slowly
but surely when the late Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee formed the
ministry of tribal affairs in 1999 & gave
recognition under the 8th schedule to
Bodo, Maithili & Santhali (written in
Olchiki script) used primarily by tribals.
The pace of bringing incremental social
change to our Tribals stalled in the name
of vote bank politics in India's lost
decade during the UPA era. In the
authors home state of West Bengal; the
government of the day led by CM
Mamata Bannerjee continues on with
blatantly anti tribal policies like
throwing all PESA (Panchayat Extension
in Scheduled Areas) norms to the wind
& attempting to acquire tribal inhabited
land in the Deocha Pachami belt of
Birbhum district for coal block
allocation. This blatantly anti tribal
mindset of the honorable Chief Minister
was on display when the district
administration forced tribal women to
wear gloves whilst holding the chief
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ministers' hand during her recent visit to
Alipurduars district. It is always the
darkest hour before dawn & the greatest
harbinger of social justice since Dr
Ambedkar: PM Narendra Modi took
charge in 2014 & since then upliftment
of tribals has been a primary area of
focus for the BJP led NDA government.

Education is the foundation of an
empowered society & remote
settlements remain backward due to lack
of any functional institution for basic
learning. Ekal Vidyalayas or single
teacher schools have strived hard for
many decades to bring education to
remote tribal communities. The union
government has taken up the task of
strengthening the Ekal Vidyalaya
foundation by aiming to launch more
than 400 Eklavya model residential
schools by the end of 2022. Tribes

across the length & breadth of India are
excellent artisans & also make 100%
organic products using environmentally
friendly practices. Tribes India the retail
arm of TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative
Marketing Development Federation of
India Limited) started by the 1st NDA
government with a single store has
grown to over 140 stores today & is
bringing to consumers the finest of tribal
products from longpi pottery of the
Tangkhul Naga tribe of Manipur to
angora wool shawls woven by the
Bhutia tribe of Uttarakhand.

In the days & age of consumerism; value
addition is the game changer. With this
in mind PM Modi under the aegis of
TRIFED launched the PM Van Dhan
Yojana which aims to add value to
produce of Tribal origin & also form
SHG's (Self Help Group) of tribals to




better manage value addition at
community level. Over 33000 Van Dhan
Vikas Kendra's are helping Tribals
becoming self-sufficient by offering
financial assistance to set up SHGs &
also rewarding better performance with
added benefits like warehousing
facilities. The government also took the
revolutionary step of announcing MSP
(Minimum Support Price) for minor
forest produce thus ensuring the
protection of tribal producers against
price fluctuations in primary markets.
Vote bank politics have adversely
affected Tribal rights for decades in the
erstwhile state & present-day union
territory of Jammu & Kashmir. Decades
of humiliation were reversed when the
J&K administration announced
reservations for the Bakerwal & Gujjar
tribal communities of the union territory.

Our tribal communities have a rich
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history & a richer legacy spanning
centuries. This legacy has often been
overlooked for there is a saying 'out of
sight-out of mind; aptly practiced by
many dispensations of the past.
Bhagwan Birsa Munda, a young man of
just 24 stuck fear into the heart of the
colonial government by his call for
“Ulgulan” or revolt against unfair land
grabbing & active proselytization of
tribals by outsiders. Bhagwan Birsa
Munda is an inspiration for all Indians &
keeping in mind the deep reverence he
commands the government decided to
celebrate his birthanniversary; the 15th
November as Janajatiya Gaurav Diwas
in memory of our brave tribal heroes
who sacrificed their all in service of the
motherland.

Shaheed Lance Naik Albert Ekka
(Param Vir Chakra) continued the brave
traditions of Bhagwan Birsa Munda &
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became the first tribal to be awarded
India's highest war time gallantry award
for his gallant action against the
entrenched Pakistani occupation forces
in the 1971 Bangladesh liberation war.
We must never forget the sacrifices of
some of the most deprived communities
of our great nation. It was earlier an
unstated fact that a member of a tribal
community can only head the Ministry
of Tribal affairs in the union cabinet but
today there are numerous tribal ministers
including 2 cabinet ministers of Tribal
origins from North East India alone.

Performance over tokenism is the
hallmark of PM Modi's style of
governance. Destiny completed a full
circle when a lady of humble tribal
origin rose up to occupy the highest
constitutional office of this land. A lady
who was far removed from the corridors
of power. She throughout her life did
what millions of our tribal brethren do
every day: Strive silently but
purposefully towards a better tomorrow
while protecting customs & traditions
handed over from yesterday. Many anti
national forces with covert foreign
funding have relentlessly strived to
create artificial barriers between Tribals
& non Tribals, sometimes in the name of
language & often in the name of
religion. These unholy attempts have
seldom succeeded for non-Tribals &
Tribals are like a tree & its root, where
one nourishes the other. Maharana
Pratap could never have fought on
gallantly had it not been for the steadfast
support of the Bhil tribes & nor could
Sarbananda Sonowal in recent times
become the Ist tribal CM of Assam
without the support of non-Tribal people
of Assam. Distance makes the heart
grow fonder & may the artificial
distance between the Tribals & non
Tribals reduce for we are both the
inheritors of the same common legacy
that is the Idea of India.

Author: Rajarshi Roychowdhury,
Study circle cell, BJYM W.Bengal
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he establishment of democracy
in our country was done in 1950
where democracy meant “Power
of the People ". In the largest democracy
of the world, dreams of development
related to social concerns like tribal
development, social justice, their
protection, participation and alienation
were always in talks but were prioritized
by the government in the year 2014. “Ek
bharat Shreshtha Bharat” by our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi which aims to
actively enhance interaction between
people of diverse cultures living in
different States.

From Birsa Munda To Rani Gaidhinliu,
history is witness to the unforgettable
contribution of tribals in our freedom
struggle. In keeping with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas as expected, the Government of
India has given priority to the
development of tribes and the
preservation of their heritage and
culture. Unquestionably, the tribal
society is getting proper participation
and share in the development of the
country under the Modi government.
Keeping in mind the upliftment of their
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socio-economic backgrounds, the
government is working on the due self-
respect of the tribal society.

A myriad of schemes launched by The
Modi government has started developing
particular emphasis on the weaker
sections. 36,428 tribal-dominated
villages as “Adarsh Grams” under the
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana
where they will be provided all basic
facilities by the Union government. An
amount of Rs 7,300 crore has been
allocated by the government for this
purpose.

The “Eklavya Model School” which
aims to provide better education to the
children from the SC and ST
communities. Under this scheme, the
government will build 452 schools and
refurbish 211 existing schools in five
years. In the Union budget, the
government has increased from Rs 1,100
crore to Rs 6,000 crore the allocation for
education of children from the SC and
ST communities. The PM also laid the
foundation of 50 Eklavya Model
Residential Schools across various states
and UTs, including Andhra Pradesh,
Chbhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tripura
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman
& Diu.

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
also launched multiple key initiatives for
the welfare of Janjatiya community at
Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas Mahasammelan.
Under which, schemes like “Ration
Aapke Gram” in Madhya Pradesh were
launched which focuses at delivering the
monthly quota of PDS ration to
beneficiaries from janjatiya community
in their own villages every month, so
that they don't have to travel to the Fair
Price Shop to collect their ration.

The Madhya Pradesh Sickle Cell
Mission has been developed to screen
and manage patients suffering from
sickle cell anemia, thalassemia and other
hemoglobinopathies. Moreover, to
increase public awareness about these
diseases, whose impact is seen to be
more profound on the janjatiya
community of Madhya Pradesh.

The Modi Government aims to work for
the poor, scheduled tribes, Dalits and
Backward classes by increasing funds to
construct houses for the needy.
Initiatives like “interacting with
Minorities”, “Birsa Munda Vishwas
Rally”, “Tribal Mela”, “Prabhat pheri”
and “Vikas Tirath”.

It has also decided that the birth
anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda
will be celebrated every November to
create a feeling in the tribal society that
the revered persons of their society are
special to all, including the government.
The BJP is underlining its unwavering
commitment to the poor with emphasis
on Seva, that is, service for the people.

Later in the coming years, 26th May
2014 will be remembered as the historic
day of India.

Author: Sanjana Sinha,
Student, Delhi University
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A TRBR 3R SAfearit g9
GG EIIE])

TS 2014 H HF I 61 81 8] dfep
a1 uRad= ot g ot yRd Bt
ST A 39 & ff. gyt o g H
MUY O &b dTa AR5 HIGH & A areit
WReRIUBA s I AR & |
AT IRA A BT IRIE-

T {35 8. 3 IRHR B U gl
fafgar o5 & fos S g, S ot o
TG, oI & 9N § JUferd 41 39
TRAYRT I ST BT BT A1 TWHR
3 fora . 3T 370 HI M &),
qaioR &1 JEIURT & A1 g, T4 &t

et deamr & Hifd 3R g &
3MYR TR 39 WHR 7 MUfHhar <1 8.

Ig Tel ¢ b omer snfeareh ke &t
I1d BIdl 8, S-S 7TRa fead g9
T @ €, AT U qag T off ot
S AR b1 a8 fayT g 78T giam T
o YRA P Y¥pldl DI Tolgd HRA |
ST AT 1 fhaT 981 819 .

D! TG § o SISI THTS &
INTEH o SR H <= H1 a1 df Iar
T8 a1 17 R U JHH A1 g
TRIYSE! &I 3R T 3@ BT HIRMT
DI TS, Bl Bls I fpar o mar ar
I8 Tiferd grR o fopan . v
gaiferT fvan mar ife S & o
AT b T HRA dTdl & = 370
e Y IS B urufiesan &

Tg fpa- st faga g fd S =t
3TETE BT BT 10 B 8 & 971G
ot snfcardt TaTt oI, @] WPl
P, I I BT +ff ToRSETS R
o QT T ARl BT g4, IAD!
dHel, S DI R, 37d WG &I
TPR DIs 31 Ugd ol BT T3 o,

Sffeamt &= Hiifers ¥u 9 9gd
Hfe BId €, U1 T8 SR FHal
ST T fo gt gfaemy ugarn gikea
. T3 g DIs THWN Tg! afeeh
U STl ¥ ST BT TH AT
TBT U1, T8 T TR P 3MMeard
T Bt Jiaerait B urfiedr el &
T, 3% I1P WG W B far .
BT Hs 2014 H 30 IRPR &
T34 & SR UYMHHAT g AIdl 3 el
T {5 AR WHR TR, gferdl,
sl 3R anfearRu & WaR 3
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/P g B e Bearor IHRRd §.
U9 §gd ¥ Agaquf 3R aumRe fog
& R 3regT ¥ g8 Wil gt &
for M TR 7 nfeaay &

W?ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁmaﬁww
TearE Ht §9R B SR fewiert ot
T 81 . 311 TR TRiel & R gl gud

FHT & g, I Sfta- § TIH
Y Y IHRIAS TRad= & forg fARar
?WWWWQW@T@
Sifeart ArHEl & HATe & goie A
AR TGN

Fg Bl HIUY 3R HISIT B TWBRI
&1 I TATHS TG I a1 i oY
A B T §S1 3R T Bl A &,
THh WP 981 JUIY IRBR & HRIGTA
H anfearRial & for arfiies aeie 4,295
TS BT YT TgT FUHET At & g
et TWHR H 39 99 2022-23 & o
8,451 TRIS T Y 31f¥p &1 Urae=
fpar g,

fapra o1 g1 urT A snfdandt
T

Hid WHR A g1 Al § srfcardt
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TS B, GO gl 81, Te ATl
gfaems 59 UeR 32 & 31 et
I UgT I8! § I & 3T gHRT
e T oft erid g e R,
3T g TS 81 a1 fihR g s &l
THTYH & SRR/ |, W el
IS Sffeare &at & S1ayd sfawR
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Chakma Tribals of India

( j hakmas are a tribal community
living in the Northeast namely
Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal

Pradesh, Assam and Meghalaya. In a

country of 130 Crore population,

Chakmas are a microscopic community

with a combined population of about 2.2

lakh. As per Census 2011, there were

96,972 Chakmas in Mizoram, 79,813 in

Tripura, 47,073 in Arunachal Pradesh,

2,032 in Assam, 466 in West Bengal,

and 106 in Meghalaya. Apart from India,

Chakmas are also found in Chittagong

Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh, and

Rakhine state (formerly Arakan) of

Myanmar. Except Arunachal Pradesh,

the Chakmas have Scheduled Tribe (ST)

status in Mizoram, Tripura, Assam,

W

(Credits: bengalisofnewyork.com)

Meghalaya and West Bengal under the
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order,
1950.

From time immemorial the Chakmas
have been Buddhists. They follow
Theravada Buddhism. It is widely
believed that they are descendants of the
great Sakya race to which the Lord
Buddha belonged. The Burmese called
them Tsak or Thek (pronounced as
Sak/Sek). The Tsaks came to be called
Saksa - the combination of “sak” (short
form of Sakya) and “sa” (son, in
Burmese) - which means, children of
Sakya. In a later period, Saksa got
corrupted into Sakma. The modern name
“Chakma” is the anglicized version of
“Sakma”. Chakmas still identify
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themselves as Sakma/Sagma/Changmah.

Chakmas are divided into three major
groups, i.e. Anakya Chakma, Doinakya
Chakma and Tongchangya Chakma.
Each of them is further divided into
several kinship groups called goza (sept)
and each goza is sub-divided into several
gutti (clan). Chakmas initially had only
12 gozas but with the multiplication of
population many other gozas sprang up.
According to Lakshmi Bhusan Chakma,
at present there are more than forty
gozas among the Anakya Chakma and
twelve gozas each among Doinakya
Chakma and Tongchangya Chakma. The
goza and gutti system of the Chakma
come from the father's line and hence,
children will take the goza and gutti of
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the father.

Irrespective of their goza, Chakmas
uniformly use their tribe's name
“Chakma” as their title (some however
prefer to use titles as Talukdar, Dewan,
Khisa, Roy etc but their number is
miniscule). Through the use of the
“Chakma” suffix to their names, this tiny
tribal community has kept their identity
alive.

Chakmas have unique cultural practices
and traditions, language and dress - all
of which make them a distinct tribal
community. While the males do not have
any fixed dress as such, the Chakma
women can be identified easily by their
traditional colourful attire called Pinon-
Haadi. The Chakma women wear an
ankle length cloth around the waist
which is called a “Pinon”. A pinon must
have a “saabugih” which is an intricately
designed pattern running across the
length when worn, failing which the
cloth cannot be called a Pinon. They also
drape a much more intricately designed
cloth above the waist called a Haadi.
The Chakma women also wear
traditional silver ornaments.

Chakma women are excellent weavers
and creative designers, who weave their
own traditional dresses, using the
traditional handloom called Bein. The
equipment that make up the Chakma
traditional handlooms is collectively
known as Sozpodor. Chakma women
design a number of intricate patterns on
a piece of cloth which is called Aalam
and this is then used as a reference to
create beautiful designs on their
traditional dresses.

In his 1885 famed book “A Fly on The
Wheel, Or I helped to Govern India”,
Captain T.H. Lewin, former Deputy
Commissioner of CHT, described the
Chakmas as “the jolliest folk
imaginable, always laughing and merry.”
Chakmas are extremely hospitable
people and very often will go out of their
way to delight their guests. The
Chakmas brew their traditional rice beer
called Hanji and Jogorah. This may
further be distilled (sometimes twice
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called Dwo-Chuni) using traditional
distillation methods and equipment to
further purify the alcohol. Liquor is
served during the Bijhu and special
occasions.

Rice is the staple food of the Chakmas.
They employ various traditional
methods of cooking including Goran
(cooked slowly in a bamboo internodal
tube on embers), Pebang (cooked on
leaves on red embers), Pujchya (roasted)
and Gudiye (cooked and ground in a
bamboo internodal tube), Horbo (raw
vegetables mixed in chilli paste) etc.
Integral part of the Chakma cuisine is
the Cidol, a pungent smelling paste
prepared from fish and shrimps. Cidol is
added to almost all vegetable dishes.

Bijhu is the main social festival of the
Chakmas, celebrated in the month of
April to bid farewell to the previous year
and to welcome the new year. Bijhu is
celebrated for three days namely, Phool
Bijhu, Mool Bijhu, and Gojya-Pojya
Din. The Chakmas visit each other
during the festival and wish each other
good luck for the year ahead. The hosts
will mandatorily serve a special dish on
the occasion called Paajon-Twon, which
must be prepared from at least seven
vegetable ingredients. The Buddha
Purnima and the Kathina Chivara Dana
are two main religious festivals.

The Chakmas have their own traditional
dance form and music. Chakmas
perform dances on special occasions and
social events. The Chakmas have a
number of traditional musical
instruments such as the Hengorong,
Singha and Dhudhuk etc. The Chakma
traditional ballads are called Geingkhuli
sung by select people to recount the
history of the Chakma people. A
Geingkhuli performance can easily run
into days, however it usually runs from
evening to dawn.

Bamboo is an integral part of Chakmas'
living. Traditional Chakma houses are
made almost entirely of bamboo. The
Chakma men are excellent craftsmen,
creating their items of everyday use
mostly out of bamboo and sometimes

from wood. Bamboo pieces are sliced
into thin long slices called Beth, which
are made into a number of household
objects including Toloi (mat), Bareng,
Hallowng, Ahri (different types of
baskets), Mezang, Huro-Bah, Odhok,
Ludhung etc.

The Chakmas had always aspired for
freedom and ethnic pride. They fought
with the Mughals and the British to
protect their sovereignty. The British
administrators described them as “the
most prominent enemies” of the British
Empire. However, the Chakmas'
resistance against British rule has gone
unnoticed. The British tried to subjugate
the Chakmas with several new rules but,
as W.B. Oldham, Commissioner of the
Chittagong Division, remarked “the
Chakmas are too intelligent and civilised
to be bound by such rules”. The
Chakmas were a complete nation, and
the British did not deem it necessary to
‘civilise' them by converting them into
Christianity!

Behind their jolly, hospitable living,
Chakmas have a very tragic past. During
the partition of India, the Chakmas of
Chittagong Hill Tracts wanted to be part
of India. But the Bengal Boundary
Commission headed by Sir C. Radcliffe
arbitrarily and unjustly awarded CHT to
East Bengal (or East Pakistan) against
the desire of the Chakmas and other
inhabitants. On 15 August 1947,
thousands of Chakmas led by Sneha
Kumar Chakma hoisted the Indian
national flag in the presence of Deputy
Commissioner Col. G.L. Hyde at
Rangamati, the headquarters of CHT.
Two days later, they heard the news in
the radio that their homeland was given
away to Islamic Pakistan despite the
CHT having over 97% non-Muslim
population who wanted to go to India.
The Indian National Congress did not
protest but the Chakmas did. They
formed various resistance groups with
indigenous weapons to resist the
Pakistani regime. Their leader Sneha
Kumar Chakma rushed to Delhi to seek

“arms and ammunition” but Prime
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Minister Jawaharlal Nehru turned him
away. On 21 August 1947, Pakistani
army marched up to Rangamati and
annexed the CHT and India did nothing.
Thus, the partition ended up dividing the
tiny Chakma community into Indians
(those living in Assam, Tripura &
Mizoram) and Pakistanis (those living
CHT) and India's Northeastern region
had lost its “ninth sister”. The Chakmas
became the worst victim of partition
leading to policies of ethnic annihilation
in the CHT and today, 65,000 Chakmas

References

: - .
who were victims of persecutions in East
Pakistan are living in Arunachal Pradesh
without civil and political rights.

The Congress tried to rectify some of the
mistakes by creating the “Chakma
Autonomous District Council" (CADC)
under the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution in Lawngtlai district in
south Mizoram in 1972, along with
ADC:s for Lai and Mara ethnic
communities. But the Chakmas living in
Mamit and Lunglei districts have been,
again unjustly, excluded from the

1. Willem van Schendel ed., Francis Buchanan in Southeast Bengal (1798), University Press Limited, Bangladesh, 1992, p.104

2. Lakshmi Bhusan Chakma, Chakmas of South-East Asia: Anthropological, Social and Cultural History, Yking Books, 2022

3. Much of the information for this article on Chakma culture, tradition, food etc has been taken from the website of the Chakma
Autonomous District Council, Mizoram available at https.://www.cadc.gov.in/culture-tradition/

EXCEN

Thomas H. Lewin, A Fly on The Wheel or How | Helped to Govern India, Constable & Company Ltd, London, 1912, p.133
C.T. Buckland, “On the Western Frontier of Burmah” in The Army and Navy Magazine, Volume XV, London, December 1887, p.103
. Selections from the Correspondence on the Revenue Administration of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 1862-1927, Government of

Bengal, Revenue Department, Calcutta, Bengal Government Press, 1929, p.216.

© N

. For details, refer to DK Chakma ed., The Partition & The Chakmas and other writings of Sneha Kumar Chakma, Pothi.com, 2013
. To know in detail how and why the Chittagong Hil Tracts (CHT) was awarded to Pakistan during partition, refer to Paritosh

Chakma, Chittagong Hill Tracts: The Secret History of its Award to Pakistan in 1947, Notion Press, 2021

ARTICLE

‘I] ‘

-

Chakma Autonomous District Council.
The recommendation of the Rajya Sabha
Committee on Petitions in its 105th
report (14 August 1997) to expand the
area of the CADC has not been
materialised. In 2018, the Chakmas have
given the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
its first ever MLA by electing veteran
leader Dr Buddha Dhan Chakma from
36-Tuichawng constituency (CADC). In
neighbouring Tripura, there are two
MLAs from Chakma community, and
both of them are from BJP. Of them, Smt
Santana Chakma is a Cabinet Minister.
Hence, the Chakmas have reposed a lot
of hope in Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modiji and BJP for their upliftment and
protection of their constitutional rights.

Author: Paritosh Chakma
Author and Social Activist
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Tribal of India: Concerns and
Affirmative Action by the Modi

Government

he Term Scheduled Tribes has

been attempted to be defined in

Article — 366 (25) of the Indian
Constitution stating that “such tribes or
tribal communities or parts of or groups
within such tribes or tribal communities
as are deemed under Article 342 to be
Scheduled Tribes for this constitution".
Article — 342 in its clause (1) states “The
President may with respect to any State
or Union territory, and where it is a
State, after consultation with the
Governor thereof, by public notification,
specify the tribes or tribal communities
or parts of or groups within tribes or

tribal communities which shall for the
purposes of this Constitution be deemed
to be Scheduled Tribes” and in Clause
(2) it has been stated that Parliament
may by law include or exclude any tribe
or tribal community from the list of
Scheduled Tribes. By this, it can be
inferred that No Precise definition has
been laid defining what constitutes the
Tribal Population of This Country. To an
extent, it provides flexibility to the
government of the day to include new
communities and excludes enough
developed communities to benefit those
who are still underdeveloped and

marginalized.

The tribal population has been in the
most disadvantaged position after
Independence. On the one hand, tribes
are losing their forests, culture and
civilization to unplanned urbanisation
and industrialization on the other hand
they have not been able to be part of the
mainstream in the last 75 years of
Independence.

After Independence efforts have been
made but not enough. As per the 2011
census literacy rate in Tribal is 59%,
50% is dropout ratio while moving from
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primary education to secondary
education and only 20% of Children
appear for Higher Secondary
Examination, as per estimation by
Erstwhile Planning Commission in
(2011- 12). Tribal's living Below
Poverty Line in Rural Areas is 45.3%
and in Urban Areas, 24.1%, as per
reports of UNICEF about 40 percent of
under five years tribal children in India
are stunted, and 16 per cent of them are
severely stunted, with an average life
expectancy of 63.9 Years below national
average that is 67 years for the general
population. The statistics can go on
reflecting the dismal condition of
scheduled tribes.

One of the reformative measures was
adopted by the then Prime Minister Late.
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee when he
created a separate Ministry of Tribal
Affairs from the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment in the year
1999 to take care of the development of
the Tribal Population.

Now the government is taking active
measures to bring Tribal populations
into the mainstream and for their overall
development. The government is
formulating a Five Year Vision plan for
the overall development of the tribals for

the next five years. To increase literacy
and level of education in tribals
government is facilitating Tribal
Education with Scholarship Programmes
such as Pre - Matric, Post — Matric and
National Overseas Scholarship Scheme
for ST students, National Fellowships
and Scholarships for Higher Education
of Tribal Students, Grant In — Aid to
Tribal Research Institute, Strengthening
Education among ST Girls in Low
Literacy Districts.

For social inclusion of the tribal
population, the government is taking
measures like providing Grants-in-aid to
voluntary organisations working for the
welfare of Scheduled Tribes,
Development of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs), Research
Information & Mass Education, Tribal
Festivals and several other measures are
being adopted, village tourism, Eco-
tourism, etc.

For economic upliftment of tribal
population the measures being adopted
by the government are Minor Forest
Produce (MFP) through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and Mechanism of
marketing of Development of Value
Chain for MFP, Financial support to
National/State Scheduled Tribe Finance

and Development Corporations,
Institutional Support for development
and marketing of tribal
Products/Produce, the establishment of
Agro/Forest/Natural Resource-based
micro/village industries through training
of tribal cooperatives, Self Help Groups
and individual entrepreneurs, promotion
and skill development in traditional
tribal culture areas like tribal jewellery,
painting, dance forms, music and
culinary art, The government has taken
vow to expand the coverage of its
Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana from
the current 18,000 Self Help Groups to
50,000 Van Dhan Self Help Groups,
according to a government release.

The wonderful thing is the affirmative
measures adopted by the government are
not against the tribal Identity. These
measures work for tribal betterment
sustaining their identity and preserving
their culture and tradition. India got its
First Tribal President as the 15th Hon'ble
President of India Smt. Draupadi
Murmu. This has brought a ray of hope
for the improvement of the tribal
Community. But as of now the more we
do the lesser it would be.

Author: Pranjal Chaturvedi,
5th Year Student, B.A.LL.B, Sharda
School of Law

38



ARTICLE

/

anthal tribe tradition and culture

has been considered one of the

oldest and most unique among
others. It has its own way of life and
living and has a sacred place in human
mankind as well as in history. Numerous
studies and journals show its distinction.
Starting from food to rituals to customs
and so on. They have their own rich
language which is very beautiful and
Bharat Ratna and former Prime Minister
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee recognised it
and with the help of his Govt it got into
the 8th schedule of the Indian
constitution. It was the first Tribal
language to get such recognition.
Recently elected Honourable President
of India Smt. Draupadi Murmu also
hails from the same community.

From the time immemorial Santhal have
been living in remote areas of greater
Jharkhand which includes Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar and Assam.
They had their own social system called
Majhi Pargana (Self-rule) system. It is a
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kind of village level panchayat where
they discuss various issues and problems
of the village and the residing villagers.
The issues and problems include
marriage, customs, festivals etc. In the
Majhi pargana system, a Majhi (Village
Chieftain) and Nayke (Pujari) lead the
village and look after all the matters. It
should be noted that they are all
hereditary.

Having elaborated such
accomplishments and uniqueness, the
Santhal tribe does have its own
drawbacks and shortcomings which have
gone pretty much unnoticed. Since
independence, Democracy has been
adopted by our constitution makers and
India is doing pretty well in this regard.
Not only India but most of the countries
have adopted the same and it is
considered the best form of Govt till
date and still evolving. However the
age-old Tribal Self-rule System (TSRS)
has not been able to democratize itself
like the rest of the world. The village

Chieftain (Majhi) who heads the TSRS
is neither selected or elected by the
villages and it's a hereditary position.
Over the period of time due to not
having any selection or election process
by the village people the TSRS have
been facing many issues.

Santhal Village society is still under the
age-old TSRS. They are headed by
Majhis, who is the Chieftain, are mostly
corrupt, uneducated, don't understand
the constitution and law of the land etc.
They never take interest in eradicating
alcoholism, superstition, hatred and
jealousy, witchcraft, selling their votes
on Handiya (Traditional Liquor), Daru
and Chakna and vote for bribes like very
sensitive issues which are within their
society. They neither promoted the
adoption of qualitative improvement by
democratizing the TSRS. Santhals and
tribals at large are still facing the
problems like displacement, language,
education, identity, religion(Sarna),
dwindling population, employment,



agriculture which don't have any place
in the agendas of TSRS. The so called
Chieftains are acting as goons in the
village and even the educated villagers
are not able to stand in front of them due
to their influence and terror. The
following are some of the very specific
problems being faced by almost all the
Santhal Villages of the country.

Dayan (Witcheraft) - As per the govt
reports and journals and many other
studies, Jharkhand and neighbouring
states having the tribal population top
the list of witchcraft cases across India.
It has to be understood that there is no
witch as such but it is the TSRS which is
actually branding and promoting
Witchceraft hunting in the village. Many
have died in the name of Dayan in these
states and are still counting. Everyday
there are incidents of brutal killings of
women and mob lynchings being
published in local dailies. The
Government is trying its level best to
address this issue but the problem lies
within the TSRS. However, it is
gradually grabbing the attention of the
police as well as the bureaucrats.

Dandon (Social Penalty/Fine) - On the
name of TSRS the Majhis and their
goons are exploiting the innocent and
poor villagers by imposing illegal and
illogical Social Penalty upon them. The
penalty or fine amount starts from
thousands of rupees and at times it goes
upto lakhs as well. Once a lady being the
only child of his parents was imposed
with a fine of rupees 5 lakhs just because
she did the funeral of his father. The
money received on the name of Dandom
then being used to do parties and fun of
the Majhis and there is no account
whatsoever that it has been spent on the
development of the society.

Baron (Social Boycott) - Social Boycott
is another weapon of TSRS to harass
innocent villagers. Many times these
Majhi on various issues give one sided
and illogical decisions. When the
victims try to seek the help of the police

and administration, Majhis and their
associates inflict Baron or Social
Boycott upon them. In this way they try
to keep the matters under their control
and punish those who try to break this
unjust TSRS. They would stop others,
including the relatives to meet those who
are boycotted by them, restrict them to
use public utilities including taking
water from wells and tabs, don't invite
them in religious and social functions
and festivals etc. They make their life so
miserable and isolated that they
indirectly surrender at last or leave the
village itself.

Anti-Women Mentality - "Marginalised
among marginalized" is a term being
used quite often these days and the
condition of the women in Santhals very
much suits the phrase. Majhis often don't
allow women to enter the religious place
(Jaherthan) of Santhals and as per them
it is prohibited. Women are also
restricted to take part in the social
gathering or Darbar in the village where
they usually discuss and take decisions.
Hence there's zero participation of
women in the decision-making of the
village. Our constitution says that there
shouldn't be any discrimination on the
name of gender but due to lack of proper
education and vested interest, they are
side-lined by TSRS and hence half of the
population is deprived of their rights.

Tribal Self-rule System (TSRS) has in a
way become a kind of self-imposed
slavery. Tribals from top to bottom are
trapped in this vicious cycle. It won't be
wrong to consider it a system where
there's no place for the constitution, rule
of law, human-rights, democratic values
and so on and so forth. It is the need of
the hour that the system must go through
a radical change by democratizing itself
for a better good. Attention must be
drawn in this regard because the
problems like Naxalism, Pathalgada
Movement, sedition, Anti-PESA Act
Movement, Kolhan Separate Country
movement are also being supported by
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them from time to time. The TSRS
system which was supposed to promote
the cause of tribals is not only
destroying the whole Tribal society but
also obstructing the development as
well.

This system is a self-imposed slavery of
Santhal tribe. It should be compared
with the "Sati-System" of the Hindu
society. Raja Ram Mohan Roy started a
movement against the system and
despite being logical and rational, no
Indian supported him. It was the British
who came to the rescue and made law in
1829 to tackle this practice and
eventually it was uprooted. Today, the
government of India and the police and
administration including the media could
play the role of the British. They need to
help out the people from this corrupt and
vicious social system by sensitizing
themselves with this prevailing situation
and maintain law and order. There have
been incidents where the officials too
refrained from taking action and
distanced themselves by considering it
to be a social matter rather than a matter
of law and order. This is unfortunate. If
the government really wants to put a
stop to these kinds of activities then they
need to hit at the right spot.

The Santhal people are living under the
shadow of fear and terror. They don't
know how and when the Majhis and
their goons are going to come for them.
Even the educated ones don't dare to
speak out. It is not new for them as
they've already accepted the fact that
they have to live this way only. The
whole society is in a way helpless and
has nowhere to go. The self-destructive
mode has already begun on the name
TSRS. The police and bureaucracy must
come into play. Media too shall play its
part. The matter is in need of urgent
intervention or it could cause extinction
of not only a culture and tradition but an
entire race.

Author: Jyoti Murmu,
PhD Scholar, School of
International Studies, JNU
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Tribal development in India:
Protecting Jal-Jangal-Zameen

ndia has the second largest

concentration of tribal population

within the world. Approximately
there are about 698 Scheduled Tribes
that constitute 8.5% of the India's
population as per the 2001 censes. Tribal
communities in India are geographically
isolated, economically weak, socially
ignorant, politically indifferent,
culturally rich, behaviourally simple,
trust worthy and leading their life in the
lap of nature. They encounter difficulties
in the context of socio-economic,
cultural and political development. They
are considered as weaker sections of the
society and lead a life at bare
subsistence level. The land occupied by
tribals constitutes about 20 percent of
the area of the country. The availability
of precious minerals in different tribal
regions causes exploitation of tribal land
for commercial purposes leading to
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serious repercussions for socio-
economic organization of tribal
communities.

In keeping with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, the
Government of India has given priority
to the development of tribes and the
preservation of their heritage and
culture. In the true sense, the tribal
society is getting proper participation
and share in the development of the
country in the Modi government.
Whether it is houses of the poor, toilets,
free electricity ,gas connections, free
treatment, roads or schools, the speed
with which all these things are being
given to different parts of the country,
the tribal communities are provided with
the same benefits.

Special Central Assistance to Tribal

— W

Sub Scheme (SCA To TSS)

The prime objective of the scheme is to
enhance the reach of welfare schemes of
Government and fill the gaps in service
deficient tribal areas, in the sectors such
as education, health, drinking water,
agro-horticultural productivity, social
security etc. through the efforts of
voluntary organizations, and to provide
an environment for socio- economic
upliftment and overall development of
the Scheduled Tribes (STs). Any other
innovative activity having direct impact
on the socio-economic development or
livelihood generation of STs may also be
considered through voluntary efforts.

Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub
Scheme (SCA to TSS) is part of the
Umbrella Scheme for Development of
Scheduled Tribes which is now a Core
of the Core Scheme. It supplements the

efforts of State Governments for



development and welfare of tribal
people by extending Special Central
Assistance as an additive to the State
Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP).

Under the special area programme of the
Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-
Scheme (SCA to TSS), Grants are
released to 27 States, having notified
STs for development and welfare of
tribal people.

Objectives of the Scheme (SCA To
TSS)

* Human resource development by
enhancing their access to education
and health services.

* Enhanced quality of life by providing
basic amenities in tribal areas /
localities including housing (mostly
to be covered under PMAY/ State
Schemes).

 Substantial reduction in poverty and
unemployment, creation of
productive assets and income
generating opportunities.

» Enhanced capacity to avail
opportunities, gain rights and
entitlements and improved facilities
at par with other areas

» Protection against exploitation and
oppression

Scheme for Development of PVTG
(Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups)

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA)
is the nodal Ministry for the overall
policy, planning and coordination of the
programmes for the development of STs
and PVTGs. The dedicated Scheme of
Development of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups is implemented by the
MoTA through State Governments and
UT Administrations covering all the 75
PVTGs. The scheme aims at planning
for the socio-economic development of
the PVTGs in a comprehensive manner
while retaining the culture and heritage
of the community by adopting habitat
development approach and intervening

in all spheres of their social and
economic life, so that a visible impact is
made in improvement of the quality of
life of PVTGs.

The scheme follows the strategic
approach which is need-based and
strives to optimize utilization of
resources available under various
programmes and aims at specific
outcomes. The scheme covers funding
for activities like housing, enhancement
of education and health infrastructure,
land distribution, land development,
agricultural development, animal
husbandry, construction of link roads
and installation of non-conventional
sources of energy for lighting purpose,
irrigation, social security (including
Janshree Bima Yojana), skill
development and upgradation,
conservation of culture or any other
innovative activity meant for inclusive
development of PVTGs.

Objectives of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTG)

PVTGs constitute the most vulnerable
section among tribals and largely reside
in isolated, remote and difficult areas in
small and scattered hamlets/ habitats.
The scheme aims at planning their socio-
economic development in a
comprehensive manner while retaining
the culture and heritage of the
community by adopting habitat level
development approach and intervening
in all spheres of their socio-cultural and
economic life, so that a visible impact is
made in improvement of the quality of
life of PVTGs.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs and
Microsoft sign MoU on Joint initiative
for Digital Transformation of Tribal
Schools.

The collaboration seeks to skill
educators and students in next-
generation digital technologies,
including Artificial Intelligence. With a
vision to build an inclusive, skills-based
economy, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA) linked a Memorandum of
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Understanding (MOU) with Microsoft to
support the digital transformation of
schools such as Eklavya Model
Residential Schools (EMRS) and
Ashram Schools, among others under
the Ministry, at an online event
'Empowering Youth for Success'. Under
affirmative action initiative, Microsoft
will make Al curriculum available to
tribal students in both English and Hindi
at all EMRS schools under the Ministry
to skill educators and students in next-
generation technologies, including
Artificial Intelligence.

Under this programme in the first phase,
250 EMRS schools were adopted by
Microsoft, out of which 50 EMRS
schools were given intensive training,
and 500 master trainers were trained, in
the first phase.

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah
lays foundation stone for Rani
Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom Fighters
Museum at Luangkao village in
Manipur

The Union Minister of Home Affairs and
Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit
Shah, laid the foundation stone of the
'Rani Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom Fighters
Museum' at Luangkao village, in
Manipur's Tamenglong district. The
museum will inspire the youth of the
country in dedicating their service to the
nation apart from realizing the spirit of
the freedom struggle.

Addressing on the occasion the Union
Home Minister Shri Amit Shah said that
“It has been 75 years since the country
achieved independence from the British,
and the country has a strong
commitment to become a superpower of
the globe while celebrating its 100th
year of independence 25 years later,".

The Union Home Minister also
remembered the life and sacrifices made
by Rani Gaidinliu, whose struggle to
free her people from the British began
from an early age. Mentioning the
freedom fighters of Manipur and others
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from the northeast region, the Union
minister also reminded the gathering of
the Central government's decision to
rename Mount Harriet, the third-highest
island peak in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, where Manipur's Maharaja,
Kulchandra Singh, and 22 other freedom
fighters were imprisoned after the
Anglo-Manipur war (1891).

Prime minister Shri Narendra Modi
laid foundation stone of 50 new
Eklavya Model Residential Schools on
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On the occasion of Janjatiya Garav
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efforts in the direction of welfares of the
tribal community; education being one
of its key areas of intervention. The
presently held stately stone laying
foundation event marks the indomitable
spirit of the Ministry aiming to niche
education as a powerful driver for tribal
students to pave the roads for future
success and accomplishments.

The new India is committed to social
cohesion and an overall inclusive
development. Through continuous and
persistent effort of the Modi
government, the long and arduous
journey will be done.

Author: Dr. Pooja Paswan,
Assistant Professor of Public Administration,
Jamia Millia Islamia




a
arch
e

a

h

B

/







	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48

