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feoot A fafeloot
famra Braf &l
3TeITefelodl 2ol 3iie

3&1Gol & dde UL

Hemetai=At

sft sréow AAtdt &1

daleret

319 T I, el 2025 hI agd-agd
MBTHATY | HTA 2025, YRd & fabra &
foTQ 3 7€ FITEATY W 31T ET 7
3T & TRt St 37Tl dTehd 9
TG AR AT 59 a9 37R dsT e arell 2
3TST MR, g1 # Aot ifaes 3R 3mfee
RERAT &7 et &1 &1 FTT 2025 H HRA
BT Y fApT 3R Ferad gl A avf faeq #
HRd 61 RIS Bfd oI 3R Ferad &3
BT a9 BT, A a9 YR bl AT BT 8T
AT &6 9 &7 a9 g, 3 I,
a3l T 7Y WIET 3R AAYAR AT
AT 3MY g BT gy BN, F aY HiY &
# 97 HIfTAM! BT s g1 I I I @IS
SIAUNE P AR HF Bl 78 HaTS & BT a¥
g, ¥ a9 Ease of Living @M, d@Tfeict
37T @18 e &I a¥ 8171 31T BT Y
PBTRIBH Wt 3T Fhed BT o feT 2l




377 S aRATSHT3T BT feram=amd 3R @lerdour gam 2,
38 TG F W &, Tpo 3R Bloret A I3 Wotaed &1 H
3mq WY B Igd-agd FuTs AT gl fady wu F #H 37
aRE A 3 78 foiarht [ 81 &t &1 gIrit &l STiTg Uerbl R,
faRTy & X B ST HUAT W, A TS YBAT & ar B
fSA®r 4w A €, I 396 WiHAHE &1 &R 81 A
AT BT R &1 F 78 3Mem3f, 7¢ guAl dTI ;R gl §
37T W B GiRT H, 3TUF 39 BT FAT g9 & 3T
gl 31T g1 3R 37751 STd i 37747 § a1 Brdl YR a1d
TSI BT 9gd [T 81 39 § § MG $B Al bl
TAT BT, ST6 3UTAhTA Pl AAY T, &2 sfexT it &
AHIRITEN 34T &b LD oT81S oIs IeT oT, THSId! P
&I Ueb o181 =rcT Yet 2ff, 39 7Y W oI agd areft
eI YaHc &I f&xm 31 3R 39 9AY 3 3120 fagr
WRT TgT BT R 3 Bl T 3R gAY 3777 3720
foer & smd & wgd W A A qem @A 9gd
[T Bl

37T ORT 220, fIffa ¥Ra & o1 # Jer &1 faefda
YR H, 2T & &2 ANTRE & URT Ydeh! B &, 37 ] g,
¥ Hebed W B P B @ § T Hpbey B fAfg A
feedl BT ggd 98T e &1 FHY HISTT B g TIBR 7
STl &Y S7Tg UeRbl TR G BT A 6 fbari 2
AT gt ¥l g8t Bleteploil YIS | gl § Igd aret
WTE-g&A1 & oy 3 ETR 9§ 3710 BRY & YU BT 37aR
fHe em a1 aRar fSieb! 3me difeat i gfral 4 &
&l {5 HTHT BIS 39te T8 off, T Ugell IR Taeb &R
H Uga I €1 a9 HY P o7 fb F @ 3nft YB3 21 3T
Igl 3R 83 TR Wi B Tt @l B W 2 3
BT GBI dTel 81 &ATSl &R UgA STd $B ATl { A
qTatd g8, a1 H I8l VEdr 37 Hiaw 3@ YaT Tl H 73T
38, 9§ FHoll AT X @ ATl 3R I8 & $©
aTep-aTfeiepr3it I WY fHe T AYesT AT, TAT o 3aT 2
fob TaTHTT 379TEHE BT FaTs ST & A1 39 Wt 3 376
Fo H & Y87 ATl 3T WY P Hifeid vl g faeelt &
STAT-37TT @ &, fehd 3 99 & J9 W IRAR & &
T B

eI Welt-wifd STHar & fob A1) 3 Y 3 fog =R &
AT, AfdeT dtd 10 auf § 4 a1 I 31fos e & R,
3T HUAT QX1 fopar &1 H MY BIE offer g8 &A1 Hebdl
oT| AfpT MR foTg @Y MR Z2raTfFay &l udesT =R e T8
T FUAT ATI 3R H 319 [t W wgar § 39 ofd Mt
A & T Se, A B fAe 3R nft Mt S @
gril-SuSt § IEd €, A aRW A 37! g1eT Bieh 3T, WY
g aY 3mg € 91t €, aTer Beh AT ST TEf ) B
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39 AT TaebT TR 9T, 39T UdbT BR i | Tt &
& TR H &R a7 G €, S S8R SHaT S & oy siedt
21 TG A TR BT WIHHE ST 8, 3TAfdoary gerdT
2, S faopfdd WRA 6T 3! Hotf &1 3R g9 J&l S
gret 781 &1 3nft fioelt ¥ g 3 goTR W & IR R &b
fwfor &1 B $B & THT ¥ QN are 81 3 aral
9T § goIRI A R, fEeet arfdal &1 fiem are 1 59
& H, 9gd 95I H&AT § gAR BHART MTS-9gd Yed &l
37 ST 3T ), I T BT R & g | 37 foig
T T §ATG ST 38 2 | el & 3n{dyd faaR &l <&d
TRelT ga-f&et & fmfor &Y nfd & =1 21

I YR 914 & dgd a8t YfHebT, IR e bl 8l
AR U AW &l &, STaTl gI-g3 I @I I8 FUA wehy 37Td g,
I SAERT I 37 FoA! BT Q{1 B3 A foferft @t od &1
3AfIY, dhg Y HISTUT TWBR, TAR AT A T8 a1ed &
IRER BT el T8 &7 | et 81 gHRT v & fb
TRg 8 a1 fAfsd o, 39! 38T W A ¥ geg
el | ST AY-AY @7 T 3 2reR 37V €, 3= 3fd g WX
R el ST Fegwaita uRaR &, fAfed o € 39! Wt
37T FOH] BT TR IR YA F g TBR T AGE & T&
2l &1 Up 2o F A B AR, I H1H R I 8T
21 1 10 auf & TUTEE 3EaRy AT 28 $9b ded
2R ¥ 1 RIS J 1T R 9 &1 s AT & ded
et # HY B89 30 E9IR A7 &R & &

379 39 YT PI gHA 3R fadR &7 B AISHT Y Bl 21
TUTHAT 37TART ITSTAT ST & 37Tl TROT H, 28 TRl
P oI Uep RIS AT BR 997 a1l &1 7 =R & foiv g b
HTSTUT IRBR & Hag o alelt 21 ITal B oy 3ma 9
WG ¥UT F HH &, 37 IRART Bl 9 ol &I I
BIGT BT $hg WBR Afsd oo uRari &,
HeRaTa URART BT TR BT JUAT T B & ol 8
I & <Tol # 9gd 9t Be & TE 8, a1 U WHBR & TE
|

& YRR BT TUAT 8IdT & b 3% g 3 I Ue, 3B
F T 3R 3797 W IR T3 &1 QA H 3 Wpo-blotsl
I, IMAafHES 8, 318 WItheMd I 8, 37 W HIefdT
IWBR GRT dgd SR &1 r T 81 gd [ a=al &
7€ N BT IR Ht AT 21 7€ A2 Tepe UTferedt H
ST §Td BT ¥ @1 T =1 A8 ey ferer Jifd, e
IRAR BT ST &1, TH GRAR &I FdM &l 37dh! 97
AR A aTel AIfd BT B Todl &1 FHR S H HeqHai
AT, SR g1, g1 37eTed H WS 81 &b dblald




BT, I IR T 376 W E1d 8| Wb HeHaT &b URaR
& feiv 3iUSH A & ool § g1 b1 GG 3THMH Tal
BIdT 81 TS & fog s=ai &1 3isit # foram <A1 giesd
BT 21 3R W HHaT & g, N g URIR & 9,
T 3TUST P 3T | STaeR-Sof [1IR T8| §- Tobd & T2
37, a1 31Uk 39 Jdd 4 o f&ar g1 3@ a1 39l
HTIGUTST & T & Siaex Mt §9 JahdT &, SoifIaR t a9
Hehdl & 3R gt J FS1 37aTeAd H GbHT ¥l o8 Hbdl &l

&I I felel a<elT BT JgdR I H CBSE &Y I8T {fHebT
&1 SHBT AR R 9g Y81 81 S9! <&d gy &, CBSE
BT T HaT ST 81 S8 3Ty feb felgr &1 fawdR &3
#H, odle & 3Yd dR-a_IP] DI YA H Heg e

I folem & "e ® fioeit gfAafiet &t ufaser Wt
AR ATgd 8l Y& 81 3R 3 AR7 ahir & g Y et
AaHE o1 faamelf W &1 AT T §ART 9T @
fo fecatt < garsil o1 T8l iR 3= fa & Sarar i sarar
IR fAel | 31T 9 A7 uReRT &1 feram=amy fasar mar
2, 39 R 9¥ JAwsl 97 Ffeal B Sy # uers BT AR
o) €1 & gdf $ud 3R ufedt Sug BT gdsiR ofdl
A A B Y&l ATl 3G T Aok WcH & ST &7 =
oA fagR # gdf bud 3R gReT § ufeddl $ud W
3G Aol F BT N1 I8l T5ThTe B dR TR ST &
ATH R AT Bictol Y 94 ST 8T 2

T 1 feeet! § foram cgazen & Ay dg TR & yarg
2, T8 QI IR gl B Iod AIPR BT BRI g0 i 2
foeett ® S @7 Iog WBR A fUse 10 I1a A €, 37
gl bl Tpoil TSI T B Tgd JHHM Uga Bl
gTerrd 3 & o5 gmy ferem 1™ & dgd it 49 WIRd
WHR 7 & I Rewd! # 0 WeR 931 @ St ot
& gl DI Jfasg bl ware T8l g, S U ferem & faig
YRd TBR 7 &, 3ma 97 1t yere & v @ T8 a7
g I A

Y 220 T ITSTUTH! B, et arfal BT geb 8, 37T G
BT HEAT DI &1 FATIT BT JUAT @T 81 AAfeb i 10
gt I fioedl, T g, fEowlt, T g8t 3mu-a1 ¥ ot 2
37T IR Sft bl HHA PBh $B Pbed dsHME a7
oot @Y 3mu-a1 ¥ udbsel fEATI oRTE & Spi B YT,
g1 & ¥pol H HICTdl, TRIeN & Sofrsl H "IeTel, Tguol 3
e & ATH W "lerdr, vfdal § gerdr, ¥ @i et &
T & 9Td B A, AfdsT A AN “3MTU-ar gh feett
R ETUS &1 A AN GeA3TH YRR BId & 3R [ IHBT
AfgHTHST Mt &Xd 81 U df IRI W F THAIR, 3, 3
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3T, I 37TU-aT feeet! WR 31MS &1 3R safev, et aral
T 32T & foeg S B8 & 21 fEewtt &1 areR, feoad! &r
T9-21 F Yol &R DI S gebT 8| feowil BT & AR
PE &1 8, feovi! BT & g1 Bg & &, fSoall Bl & Tar
q ATETST 3T IEF - ATU-&T BT AET RN, g&d &b Ia,
3MY-2T BT T8I T, g&a & e, 3TU-&T BT T&i e,
IS & Teil, ATI-&T DI A8l He'l, 9&d P g, 3ATI-aT B
TET L, 95 &b B

fecretl &1 &Y IS 8, 98 T aret Igd I BIH Fgi S
B & dI YRd WBR, dg WHR & oy g1 oot &
I AG Hg PR & IAT &l &1 ofhT Taf Pl 3Tu-a
PR F U 57 ¥l &7 &1 1 8, 39 Wt I8i 9
ot g€ 81 feoodl Y o 3U-a7 7 R 3@ 8, I9P U
B1S o 72T €1 A Y 3mu-a7 &, 3BT b 3R 3eTeRoT
AR IAT ST €, IHAT At 3nft # 3 WA Rede &
AT F T &R T&T AT 8T 37 A Ugel, dT SATeTaR ar
9 IO &F &b I dTel 3, A1 H 3! IBT B3 YoIT Bl
EI? 32 Bel HIed, H W g1 SIga b8 Iz 2, Ied
JHAT STt BT BTl ST WG 31T 376 &H dl B YoIT &Il
B, b H VT BIeT-AICT BIh & Hi T &HT HTT o
2l & Rewiart &1 ggar it &1 I RAfA

31TST 10 1ol dT€ ¥ g e & 3R J2rl <&t wrof-2f b1
IR €T, 3 B 3M9-2T, A BE I8 € YT DI ABIS
3 die TEl fAerd | 3R, dte el fieli o a1 TgAT Bl d8Tel
BIg &2 AT il bl FhTS TEl eIl a1 fewedt BT i &
gt B THAT? &9 @l Bl PBIdl bl goTg I & 31
feoetl aral &1 Ter Ul fA@ar €1 9 oA A7,
fcwiiaTelt & Sfiaa BT SR AIftaT & gatel o & 21
ATI-3T arer &N At wfasy § oot @Y 3Rt fawwra
eI &Y aB o STe|

T I AR 7 § T 291 & falg St 38t areAme &9
TE &, 3BT A W Eewit & WTE-agal ot Y firel | dg oY
UTSTYT WRBR b JroFm § We 3R ey af &)
gfaumg f fiet 81 € sk Wt g R €

AT & e fdoTait I FATE & 3aws HY & @ &1 dieH
TIR-gorT fostelt Ao 4, & IRaR 3t feored!
IATEP I TET 81 WISTUT IRPR, & 5GP INRaR Pl 78
EOIR ¥UY, PBUE-PBIg 75-80 IR ¥UY [h URAR &I
FeR B T & AT 75-80 &R BUY & €t &1 3ndt
dep, SR N BRI HTe 7 o1 BRI Dl Bd TR YTl o111 b
21 ST SId bl fesTett gur et ik a<ht g€ fosrett
BT 9T IRBR 9B 1| H et & @l b faeary




fearar g, faoett & WroTar &1 gEEAt A €, g
TR g faeTelt Aot 3R dsft I o] & Srgr |

37751 feoett & g 75 T SRAdHEl Bl, HRd IHR
ORI M < I8N &1 Teb &2f Ueh IIRM T8, I 2 I
2 BTE ST A feeedl &b T DY gt Heg Bl &1 AT
P Il Ugel deb a1 faed] | M BT g1 deb gfedbel
Tl M NEIR [Hbleiepr @Y FT-aam gram Tl
3Y-ET gTel df T BT8 &A1 H Wt gF oid | 3
FHEIRY BT IRAT T &fe g1 & 37 72 &b &<h H +ft s
RG]

fooett & TRie &f, Ty gt uRaR g, 39T &t Ty
fireY, 39 feiv e 500 s3I g T8l fEeett & s1g
MY 21 89 Phal IR 80 Wi J 3ffuss b R Tarw
YA 8, 100 BUY &F &dT8 15 BUY, 20 BUY H e 21
37 F&IT <ar3it F feeedt & @Y B &% 7l gsTR) BUT i
god 8l T&l &l

H a1 feoettaral el qued gelTsT Bl G & arett ST
GISTHT BT MY oM AT =TedT g1 eifcb 31TU-aT HXbR bl
feeettarctl & gt gerHt 81 YR &2 § 3G TSI o],
2, A 9 AISHT BT ATI-aT aTe) T-T 1] el e & TR
SIHT JHI foet! ardll BT 35T U &1 &1 3R Te
gt 91d, 8N ool & IR 29pR § STd-31Td 384 &,
fioelt & WheAd PR ® SITd-37Td 384§, faoedl &
A 2R H AA-3Td Bd 8, T STd g
fegea™ & Tl B § M7 3R $B & 7T 3R AT
PTS BT A HI8 dgi W Y 31U dlede & TR a9
SITQT | s 3 AT foett ot T8l fiet Y81 & Rlfos fEerdt
&Y ITI-8T WHR IR S F S8 T8 & 21 3R
safciy fRgE™ A &al 7TV, S8 & 71 3 HIGT Ared gy Ml
3{Th! T &l B UTdT & A 3TUST &b UTY &b BROT|

HISTUT ¥PR 70 FTA &I 3G & HW P goili bl |t
STTYSAT AT b &R H of 317E 81 Tl ¥ aRaR @71 70
T & HUR BT AfeRd, 376 37k Fd] bl 3Geb! STHRT BT
fIar 81 BT TS, A MUST deT IABI AT B
Afee G §IS gW b AT BT IS e & fob & a7 feeed!
& oIt b fobd=T & a1 AT @T8, AAfcb 3M-aT arelt 3
ool & oI &1 39 Jar F IfTd o 4 €, b T8
o o7 @ €1 3T-T ATl BT e, 3u-ar aral Y 5,
37T9-2T 9TcA] T 3TEPR, 3P Sid F d1 STl g8 I
2l

feeet! & @I & fg YRd IvpR Gt HaeAftedr & &
P el 21 TEawl! BT 3BT BTl BT IR B HISTaT
RBR A ATE! @A BT =IdT X b, @Afcb Tgi Bl 3ma-ar
IBR A, TgI DI I WBR A 3% 39-&T BT fABR g7
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STCAT| g Y MTSTT FBR I Y Heg & felv Wore
e fast bu gar W@ 2, «fbd 3u-a1 WPHR, 9
BIATAl H 9T DY, HraR B, Jaumg 7@ 3l I & <
& 21 3P T, ! oot arfiay B agd TRemt 8
B 81 TR g9 B ATE) 3UT A P d76 U 3R TR T
&, Tfaat &t &, Mot ® et urt g gdr 8, A et &
AT T et g@T agd TeMTfde g1 ST @ et &b e
J fdarAaTd e, ST BEH @b, 3704 iy 2fiemed
4T A €, 379 o7 I 3T9-&T ST 3R MTSTAT 3T,
T 57 IR gAEA3N &7 ft IuTUT ot feaT Sem

B BIH 38 F BIdT 81 3% ITH DDA-TEeet saaude
372TRET T 3Te0T 21 DDA W 3719-2T T 34T <&el Tl
21 39% BRI, DDA TRie) 3R 7egw aif & fay 99 =R
A7 T TET 21 fEewll & & B deb U1y § It I ugaH
BT BTH doil ¥ I 8T &1 A B1H ft safeiy 8 o7 &7 @
RN SN MY 31T9-aT &f g@d el ol ool § ga4 IR
TSI IR E, TR IR 8, AWM sAfAu aT T &
RN STH 3MY-aT I T 8l ol

T-T Tl feoett T AT THRITS & Fapd &, gl vToTuT,
feeetl & @M bl FHRAT3 BT FHTHTT B3 H ST 81
& vgel € g9 ol & A1l THdl, gAR Fival 4 &
&Y s BT THRT BT R B & foIY 37W GeIa HRd
WHR BT ey 1 et TR & Tordles g gfd
oI HedT AT A e T &I, fEawt! 3TdR Bexn
TRIYHT D1 K.M.P TaRIoEd & SiTsT 8l feee! Savrgd
TRTITT Bl 376 TaISLH 18- T I SireAT 8l a7 feoat!
PI SR IIEUT &, A gHR Hiwal 7 ST gera fag € 39
Al BN WRd WHR 1 A 7 8, 39 R Igifdd
Teafd < & B1 & 3 gt WA H foett § S &Y
AT BT FHTHTT BT

T 2025, feeed! § F2ATET BT T YRT T BT Y ITed,
IS T2AH, QAT HoH, W Ay foad! aret ge s v1a
BT FAR BAM T I, oot § g f[AmioT 3R
SHBEITOT Bl T ST BT MR FT| 3R SJfely,
3{T9-2T I §EMT &, HTSTUT BT AT §, 31T9-aT Bl geMT 3,
HTSTYT T AT &, 31TU-&T BY §SMHT &, MTSTUT BT &[T 3,
3TY-&T T §MT ©, MISTAT Bl oFT 31 34t fdeary &
1Y, 3T I BT AY BT & g, 7Y fram demt & fag
iR & b R ggd-agd e |

Source: pmindia.gov.in




‘ feeotl § quf agad & gt

YRR ST UTef ! IRBR|

feeeit T g fare T gHTa 95

U4 YRR U 3R{dE dboRidre

HTSTUT 37T 3R T U fadra Wl vrear &
Sty ofr AT PT 37aXR 1 381 Bal
- Ul gl fop feeetl 1 ST ¥ 3RFa
fegom FoRiare BUT 3-aT I Had aH

I &1 7 71 fofar 81 gt quf
faeara @ o feeil &t e

STdT 89 AT H < U4 fdeprd

DI AT 37K feoeil T 3M9-a7 |

HeRd AT |

Source: BJP.ORG




order have crumbled. This is not governance; this
is a betrayal of the Aam Aadmi.

Message

from the In  stark  contrast, BJP’s  double-engine
. governments—one at the centre and another in
BJYM N at|0na|. the state—has proven to be a successful model for
President development and growth. States like Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Gujarat have demonstrated
Shri Tejasvi Surya the benefits of alignment between state and
central governments. From large-scale
I— infrastructure projects to pro-poor welfare
schemes like Ayushman Bharat and Jal Jeevan
Mission, BJP has ensured that development
reaches every citizen. Imagine how much more
Delhi could achieve with a double-engine
government led by the BJP! It’s time to align Delhi
with the centre and accelerate its development.

While AAP has made lofty promises without
delivering, BJP has consistently delivered on its
commitments. Under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, central schemes like PM-KISAN,
Ujjwala Yojana, and PM-SHRI have transformed
lives across the country. In contrast, AAP has
blocked central schemes in Delhi, depriving
citizens of their benefits. Punjab’s farmers were
promised relief during the elections, yet their
issues remain unresolved. The people deserve a
party that respects their mandate and fulfils its
promises—not one that thrives on advertisements
and excuses.

The upcoming election is not just about choosing
a government—it is about choosing the future of
Delhi. Do we want a government that prioritises
propaganda over progress or one that is
committed to real development and
empowerment? | urge every voter to reject the
deceitful politics of AAP and embrace the BJP’s
vision of a prosperous and strong India. Let’s give
Delhi the double-engine power it needs to thrive.
It’s time to vote for accountability, progress, and
integrity. Vote for BJP!

Vande Mataram!

Tejasvi Surya
MP Lok Sabha,
Bengaluru South
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Delhi, the beating heart of India, has long embodied the nation’s vibrant
diversity and unbridled aspirations. Yet over the past decade, these
aspirations have been chipped away by a government that rose to power on
a wave of optimism but always prioritised spectacle over substance. When
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) first burst onto the scene, it promised a clean
administration and a revolutionary overhaul of everyday life. The reality,
however, has been nothing short of disastrous.

Consider the city’s water crisis. Despite lofty pledges of uninterrupted supply,
many neighbourhoods remain reliant on tanker mafias to secure a resource
as essential as drinking water. AAP’s much-publicised expenditure of 36,856
crore on cleaning the Yamuna has failed to yield any substantial
improvement, with the river still among the nation’s most polluted. These
failures are emblematic of an administration that seems adept at making
promises yet struggles to deliver.

Education, once a flagship issue for AAP, presents an equally distressing
picture. The government touts its “model schools” in glossy promotional
campaigns, but walk beyond these showcases, and a starkly different reality
emerges: thousands of vacancies remain unfilled, and many schools lack
usable toilets, clean drinking water, or basic teaching materials. Particularly
concerning is the practice of shifting underperforming students to open
schools, a tactic that artificially bolsters pass percentages while sacrificing
genuine reform.
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The overarching impression is that optics frequently
displace meaningful progress. A similar pattern is
evident in healthcare. The “Mohalla Clinics,”
initially lauded as a transformative innovation, are
often short-staffed, poorly stocked with medicines,
and ill-equipped to serve their communities.
Meanwhile, major government hospitals buckle
under the weight of demand, their corridors packed
with patients competing for scarce beds. The
COVID-19 crisis laid bare how ill-prepared the city’s
healthcare system truly is as families scrambled in
desperation for oxygen cylinders and critical care
facilities.

Despite these glaring gaps, the government
continues to allocate disproportionate funds to
promotional advertising rather than strengthening
frontline services. Beneath these shortcomings lies
a governance ethos steeped in self-praise. In the
past decade, over ¥1,500 crores of taxpayers’ money
has reportedly been funnelled into advertising, even
as ongoing issues—such as waste management, air
pollution, and traffic congestion—remain woefully
neglected. Delhi’s air quality is ranked among the
worst in the world year after year, yet funds
reserved under the National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) are chronically underutilised.

AAP’s habit of blaming the Lieutenant Governor or
the central government only foments tension rather
than cultivating solutions. This relentless
tug-of-war with the centre has hamstrung efforts to
address urgent concerns in a city of nearly 20
million people. Policy gridlock is more than a
bureaucratic snag; it endangers lives when services
collapse under pressure. Again and again, Delhi’s
government has chosen to manufacture and
escalate disputes rather than forge the alliances
needed to tackle overwhelming challenges—from
pollution to unreliable water supply.

Meanwhile, AAP’s financial mismanagement puts
Delhi’s future at risk. Although free electricity and
water may appear appealing, these subsidies strain
public coffers and divert resources from core
sectors like healthcare and education, where needs
are most pressing. Ballooning deficits eventually
force cutbacks, creating a cycle in which short-term
populism supersedes long-term planning. A

genuinely people-centric government would strike a
prudent balance—offering help to the vulnerable
without abandoning foundational reforms.

Now, Delhi braces for another election that
promises to be more than a standard democratic
exercise. It is an urgent choice between an
administration consumed by publicity stunts and
one committed to forthright, accountable
governance. The city deserves leadership focused
on alleviating pollution, upgrading infrastructure,
and maintaining high-quality public services rather
than orchestrating a perpetual PR campaign. In this
context, a “double-engine government”—where the
state administration aligns with the
centre—appears ever more compelling. In Delhi,
such synergy could expedite the rollout of crucial
schemes like Ayushman Bharat and the Jal Jeevan
Mission, both of which target glaring gaps in
healthcare and water availability.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) presents itself as a
viable alternative, backed by a track record of
development-led governance and closer ties with
the centre. Only such unity can unlock Delhi’s full
promise and reverse the stagnation of recent years.
The shallow announcements must yield to the
depth  of genuine reform—across  water
management, transportation, public health, and
beyond.

Ultimately, Delhi’s trajectory will be determined by
its voters” willingness to look past billboards and
social media blitzes. If the last decade offers any
lesson, it is that grandiose assurances ring hollow
without the competence and determination to fulfil
them. A new election provides a rare opportunity to
reset priorities and demand leadership that treats
governance not as a chance for political theatrics
but as a genuine mandate to serve.

Delhi deserves a government that works tirelessly
to secure clean air, plentiful water, robust schools,
and a strong healthcare network. Instead of shiny
promises, it needs firm resolve and tangible results.
Something that only the BJP can deliver. May Delhi’s
choice reaffirm its legacy as a beacon of prosperity
and progress for all of India. Vote for change. Vote
for better governance. Vote for the BJP.
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Hype over
Substance:
A Decade of
Disappointment
under AAP

Shehzad Poonawalla,
National Spokesperson, BJP and
Utsav Aggarwal, 4th year, SLSN

In 2013, when the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) stormed
onto the political stage in Delhi, it promised
revolutionary governance, transparency, and a
better quality of life for all. The “opportunist” Arvind
Kejriwal stood on the shoulders of Anna Hazare and
delivered a curious cocktail of grand promises,
lavish ads, and an ever-deepening pothole of
unfulfilled dreams for Delhi.

Presently, the narrative is marked differently than
the one set a decade ago. While the party built its
foundation on the ideals of change, many Delhiites
now question the effectiveness of the government
they once rallied behind. From swearing on his kids
to shaking hands with Congress, from blue WagonR
to luxury cars, from promising to live like a common
man to building a Rs 52 Crore Sheesh Mahal, from
promising to make Yamuna a clean tourist spot by
2020 to contributing most to Yamuna’s pollution
level, from promising to give European standard
roads to delivering a sink-hole model, from
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promising a good education model to expelling
more than 3 Lakh students in the past two years for
fake statistics, from promising drinkable tap water
to backing tanker mafia and DJB scams, from
promising free electricity to long-lasting power
cuts, from promising 24 new hospitals to delivering
none, from promising to reduce pollution to 70%
under utilisation of NCAP funds to control air
quality, from demanding for healthy law and order
to coming in favour of criminals like Tahir Hussain
and Bibhav Kumar, we all have seen the journey of
Aam Aadmi Party in the last 10 years.

Delhi’s water management is a textbook example of
how lofty promises can drown in poor execution.
Residents frequently face a dire water supply crisis,
with a daily demand of 1,290 million gallons per day
(MGD) and a supply of only 1,000 MGD. A
government report reveals that Delhi's water
treatment plants (WTPs), designed to process 950
MGD, are overstretched, often handling 990 MGD.
There has been a 16.28% surge in water leakage
over three years, as per Delhi Jal Board official
figures. Despite these grim figures, the Kejriwal
government has failed to prioritise robust
infrastructure, leaving households struggling for
basic necessities.

Meanwhile, the Yamuna River, a lifeline for the city,
remains in deplorable condition. Between 2017 and
2021, nearly ¥6,856.91 crore was spent to clean the
river, yet its pollution levels have only worsened.
The ammonia concentration in the Yamuna—which
should not exceed 0.5 parts per million (ppm)—has
spiked to over 5.00 ppm in 2024. This spike is
attributed to the inefficiency of 22 of Delhi’s 36
sewage treatment plants (STPs), failing to meet
basic operational standards. Add to this the
recurring problem of waterlogging during
monsoons, which claimed 18 lives this year alone,
and it is clear that the AAP government’s handling
of water issues is as murky as the Yamuna itself.

A Healthcare Mirage

Healthcare was touted as one of AAP’s crown
jewels. Yet, beneath the shiny exterior of promises
lies a reality marked by delays and inefficiencies.
None of the 24 hospitals announced in 2018-19 with
a budget of %5,590 crore have been completed.
Similarly, the much-hyped network of 94 polyclinics

fell short, with only 52 operational—and even these
are plagued by cost overruns.

The “Mohalla Clinics”, hailed as revolutionary, face
allegations of mismanagement and expired
medicines. Out of the 1,000 promised clinics,
Kejriwal and the company have delivered only <55%
since  2015. Furthermore, to establish the
“supremacy” of its fake scheme, Sanjeevani Yojna,
against which the health department of the Delhi
government issued a notice calling it
“non-existent”, the AAP is not implementing the
central scheme of Ayushman Bharat. Such a tactic
leaves residents wondering whether political optics
have overshadowed public welfare.

The Education Model: Numbers over Substance
Education has been another cornerstone of AAP’s
governance propaganda, but the numbers tell a
different story. Government-run schools operate
with only 57% of the sanctioned teaching staff, and
84% of principal posts remain vacant. Despite the
land being allotted for 13 new schools, none have
been constructed in the last eight years.
Disturbingly, 2/3rd of schools do not offer science
education in classes 11th and 12th. On various
occasions, the Aam Aadmi government has been
flagged by the Delhi High Court for not maintaining
basic standards in the state-run schools.

The party’s focus on international acclaim has
overshadowed ground realities. Nearly 3 lakh
students were expelled between 2022-24, a move
critics allege was designed to manipulate pass
percentages and bolster the government’s
narrative. Additionally, the Delhi government has
cleverly rerouted students failing twice in classes
9th and 11th to open schooling. Almost 20% of class
9th students drop out every year, with 50% failing in
2019. Many of the remaining ones are transferred to
NIOS (National Institute of Open Schooling), leaving
a trail of disillusionment behind their ‘success
stories.’” These numbers paint a grim picture for a
party that once claimed education as its priority.

Fiscal Mismanagement: The State of the Exchequer
Delhi, traditionally known for fiscal prudence, is now
staring at a revenue deficit of approximately
¥1,495.48 crore for the fiscal year 2024-25. The
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government’s revenue receipts are projected at
¥62,415 crore, while its expenditures soar to ¥63,910
crore. Instead of tightening its belt, the AAP
administration has sought a 10,000 crore loan from
the National Small Savings Fund (NSSF), raising
concerns over fiscal responsibility. Delhi’s financial
health is stressed because of the freebies politics
that AAP has adopted in the past 10 years.

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) exemplifies the
mismanagement of public funds. With cumulative
losses of ¥73,000 crore and unexplained expenses of
¥28,400 crore, the water body has become a symbol
of inefficiency and lack of accountability under
AAP’s watch.

Corruption Allegations: A Tarnished Image

For a party that came to power on the promise of
corruption-free governance, AAP’s track record is
riddled with scandals. Arvind Kejriwal, often
accused of being the “kingpin” in the scrapped
2021-22 excise policy, has faced allegations of
demanding %100 crore in bribes. Foreign funding
violations, a %500 crore scam related to
non-functional panic buttons, and the misallocation
of funds in public works further tarnish the party’s
image.

Even the flagship Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship
University (DSEU) has not been spared, with
embezzlement claims amounting to 250 crore.
These scandals, coupled with allegations of bribe
money being funnelled into election funds,
challenge AAP’s moral high ground.

Aam Aadmi Party is not just a pond full of good fish
and one crocodile; the whole pond is full of
crocodiles. Almost every key member of AAP
“Company” has its own list of alleged scams. Arvind
Kejriwal - Kingpin of Rs. 100 crores kickbacks from
Delhi Excise Policy Scam, Allegations regarding a
125 crore project for constructing Sheesh Mahal;
Atishi Marlena - Delhi Liquor Scam accused; Manish
Sisodia - Arrested in Delhi Liquor Scam, Accused of
a scam of Rs 2000 crore in the construction of
school rooms by the Delhi government; Sanjay Singh
- ED arrest under Liquor Scam; Satendra Jain -
money laundering and extortion scam cases going
on; Amantullah Khan - famous for misappropriation

of funds of Delhi Waqf Board and his hooliganism;
Bibhav Kumar for attacking Swati Maliwal and many
more.

Conclusion: A Decade of Disappointment

Today, the term “AAP” doesn’t stand for Aam Aadmi
Party; it stands for “Advertisement Agency Party”.
The only model that AAP is following is of
advertising its hollow promises like Mahila Samman
Yojna which are exposed by its own government.
Since 2015, AAP has spent more than Rs. 1500 Crores
on ads, and Aam Aadmi would have never done that.
In comparison, the central government’s budget for
‘Public Outreach’ in 2023-24 was 31,090 crore.
Shockingly, the Delhi government spent more than
50% of that amount in 2021-22 alone under the
guise of “advertisements,” leaving taxpayers
questioning the priorities of their government.

The social media “influencer” of Indian politics, AAP,
has showcased its incompetency throughout these
10 years. Instead of working hard to fulfil their
promises, the AAP has found an easy way to play
blame-game politics with the LG and the Central
Government, leaving the people of Delhi in
unliveable conditions.

After a decade in power, the Aam Aadmi Party’s
governance in Delhi offers more questions than
answers. The government's failures are too glaring
to ignore whether it’s the unclean Yamuna,
crumbling healthcare infrastructure, faltering
education system, or mounting fiscal
irresponsibility. Delhi’s residents, who once placed
immense faith in AAP, now find themselves
grappling with the consequences of a government
that promised much but delivered little.

As the city’s roads remain waterlogged and its
dreams stalled, it’s time to ask: When will the Aam
Aadmi Party finally rise to its promises, or will its
legacy remain one of missed opportunities and
broken trust?
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Once known for its prosperity, rich leadership, and
economic power, Punjab now stands as a shadow of
its former self. The land of Gurus, saints, and heroes
has transformed into a state plagued by
lawlessness, gangsters, drug mafias, and crippling
debts. Over the past few years, the state has
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Gajjanmajra, involved in a bank fraud case, and MLA
Mohammad Abbas Ansari, arrested for bribery and
misuse of power. Such incidents highlight the deep
corruption within the party, with even its own
representatives engaged in criminal activities. If the
legislators themselves are involved in such open
corruption, it is fair to question the governance at
the grassroots level.

Another disastrous move by the AAP government
was the so-called “knowledge-sharing agreement”
between Punjab and Delhi, which has drawn
widespread criticism. In this unprecedented
agreement, official files and senior officers from
Punjab are sent to Delhi, where they report directly
to the AAP High Command. This undermines
Punjab’s autonomy and reduces its governance to a
mere extension of Delhi’s political agenda. Such
actions violate the federal structure of India and
erode public trust, as the people of Punjab deserve
a government that prioritises their interests over
party politics.

The state’s law and order situation has deteriorated
to alarming levels. Reports of gang wars, gunfights,
murders, dacoities, snatching, and crimes against
women dominate daily news. The murder of singer
Sidhu Moosewala in broad daylight and the rise in
gang-related violence are just a few examples of
how lawlessness has taken root in Punjab. The
situation is further exacerbated by notorious
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi, who, even while
incarcerated in Punjab’s jails, openly boasted about
his criminal activities in interviews. These
interviews, which went viral, serve as a stark
reminder of the government’s inability to maintain
control, not just on the streets but even within its
own prison system.

The drug menace In Punjab, once a major concern,
remains as rampant as ever. Despite Arvind
Kejriwal’s promise to eradicate drugs from the state
within 60 days of assuming power, this pledge has
been nothing more than a hollow promise. The
availability of synthetic drugs like “chitta”
continues to wreak havoc on the youth, with drugs
being sold openly in villages and towns. Despite
multiple incidents of heroin and narcotics being
seized, the state government has failed to

dismantle the drug supply chain, leaving the youth
vulnerable to addiction and families devastated by
the crisis. The promise of a drug-free Punjab
remains unfulfilled, and the government’s inability
to address this pressing issue has only deepened
public disillusionment.

Punjab is also facing an unprecedented financial
crisis. The state’s debt has soared to an alarming
%3.47 lakh crore, with the AAP government alone
adding %50,000 crore in loans since coming to
power. The government’s focus on populist freebies,
like free electricity and water, has drained the
state’s resources, leaving critical sectors like
infrastructure, healthcare, and education
underfunded. The absence of a clear economic
strategy and reliance on central grants has left
Punjab vulnerable. Shockingly, every child born in
Punjab today inherits a debt burden of nearly %1
lakh, symbolising the dire state of the economy and
the government’s failure to manage finances
responsibly.

The Internal bickering within the AAP in Punjab has
further exposed the instability of its leadership.
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann has shown a lack of
trust in his own MLAs and ministers, creating a
chaotic atmosphere within the government. At the
same time, Delhi’s leadership appears to have little
confidence in Mann, leading to frequent reshuffling
of ministers and even replacing political staff in the
Chief Minister’s Office. This internal conflict has
hindered effective governance, eroded public trust,
and compromised the ability to make crucial
decisions for the betterment of Punjab.

A Wake-Up Call for Punjab’s Future

Punjab stands at a crossroads. The promises made
by the AAP government have not only been
unfulfilled but have also led the state into a period
of instability, economic decline, and rising crime.
The people of Punjab deserve a government that
prioritises their welfare, restores law and order, and
ensures a stable and prosperous future for the
state. As the cracks within the AAP administration
continue to widen, it is clear that Punjab needs
urgent leadership and a clear vision for reform if it
is to reclaim its place as a prosperous and peaceful
state.
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The Financial Mismanagement
of AAP: A Decade of Economic
Decline in Delhi

Vishu Basoya, NEC Member, BJYM

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal, rose to power in Delhi with grand
promises of governance reform, fiscal prudence, and
transformative policies. However, ten years into
their governance, a closer examination reveals an
alarming narrative of financial mismanagement,
misplaced priorities, and questionable decisions.

A Legacy of Extravagant Spending

One of the most striking aspects of AAP's financial
mismanagement is its propensity for exorbitant
expenditures on non-essential luxuries. For
instance, the renovation of the Chief Minister's
official residence cost a staggering %52 crore. This
included %70 lakh for automatic doors and 1.15
crore for marble. Such opulence is an affront to the
taxpayers and a direct contradiction of AAP's initial
promise of simplicity and austerity.

This culture of lavishness is further highlighted by
the party’s spending on self-promotion. The Delhi
government allocated hundreds of crore to publicity
campaigns, prioritising  image-building  over
addressing pressing issues like pollution, health,
and education.

Infrastructure Development Stagnates

Despite lofty claims, AAP's governance has failed to
deliver  tangible improvements in critical
infrastructure. The Delhi Metro projects have been
moving at a slow pace despite the push from the
centre due to cooperation and non-seriousness by
the AAP government in Delhi. Moreover, the
state-run Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) has not
added a single new bus to its fleet in 15 years,
exacerbating the public transport crisis.

The situation is equally grim in waste management.
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Despite promises to eliminate garbage mountains
in Ghazipur and Bhalswa, these towering landfills
have only grown, symbolising the failure of AAP’s
policies. Delhi, once a beacon of modern urban
development, now struggles with waste disposal
and rampant air pollution, undermining the quality
of life for its residents.

Health and Education: Broken Promises

AAP's much-touted “Mohalla Clinics” have been
exposed as a hollow facade. While the clinics were
advertised as a revolutionary healthcare model,
many remain non-functional, poorly equipped, and
severely understaffed. The government’s failure to
operationalise hospital projects despite budgetary
allocations further underscores its lack of
commitment to healthcare.

Similarly, AAP’s education model has fallen short of
its ambitious promises. Reports indicate that the
infrastructure of government schools remains
inadequate, with leaking ceilings and poorly
maintained  classrooms.  Despite increased
budgetary allocations, the learning outcomes of
students have shown no significant improvement,
raising questions about the efficacy of the
government’s education policies.

AAP’s Economic Mismanagement

AAP’s fiscal policies have directly contributed to
Delhi’s economic decline. The party has failed to
manage the city’s finances responsibly, leading to
ballooning debt. This financial recklessness has
burdened future generations with the responsibility
of repaying loans without any corresponding
economic growth or infrastructural development to
justify such borrowing.

Additionally, AAP's revenue generation strategies
have been marred by inefficiencies and corruption.
The excise policy fiasco, where revenue losses ran
into hundreds of crores due to irregularities, serves
as a glaring example of administrative
incompetence.

Environmental Degradation and Public Health
Crisis

Under AAP’s governance, Delhi has become
synonymous with environmental degradation. The

air quality in the capital has consistently ranked
among the worst globally, with pollution levels
crossing hazardous thresholds during winters. AAP’s
inaction in implementing effective measures to
curb vehicular and industrial pollution has left Delhi
residents grappling with severe health issues.

The condition of the Yamuna River further
illustrates AAP’s environmental apathy. Despite
repeated promises to rejuvenate the river,
untreated sewage and industrial waste continue to
pollute it, turning the Yamuna into an open drain
rather than a lifeline for the city.

Corruption and Governance Failures

Perhaps the most damning aspect of AAP’s
governance is the pervasive corruption within its
administration. Key leaders of the party have been
implicated in scandals, ranging from irregularities
in excise policies to misuse of public funds. The
charges of favouritism and cronyism have eroded
public trust, tarnishing the party's credibility.
Moreover, AAP’s inability to maintain a harmonious
relationship with government officials has led to
administrative paralysis. Frequent confrontations
with bureaucrats have hindered the smooth
functioning of the government, resulting in delays
in project execution and policy implementation.

A Need for Accountability

AAP’s decade-long governance in Delhi serves as a
cautionary tale of how populist rhetoric, when
unaccompanied by responsible governance, can
lead to disastrous outcomes. The party's financial
mismanagement, combined with its failure to
deliver on promises, has left Delhi struggling on
multiple  fronts—economically, socially, and
environmentally.

As Delhiites prepare to choose their leaders in the
upcoming elections, it is imperative to demand
accountability from AAP for its shortcomings. The
need of the hour is a government that prioritises
the welfare of its citizens over personal luxuries and
political propaganda—a government that can
restore Delhi’s lost glory and put it back on the path
of sustainable development. And only BJP can
provide that alternative.
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Populysis and Freebruption

Dr. Mrittunjoy Guha Majumdar,
Adjunct Faculty at the National Institute of Advanced Studies Bengaluru
and National Convenor of Mandala, Vijnana Bharati

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) emerged as a political
force in India, promising clean governance,
transparency, and a commitment to addressing
grassroots issues. The wave that engulfed Bharat
during the India Against Corruption movement
under Shri Anna Hazare found a political eddy
forming in the national capital. This eddy funnelled
into the very power corridors that the movement
had so vehemently criticised. This voice was seen by
cross-sections of the electorate as a refreshing
change. A change from career politicians, dynasts
and those running after political clout for the sake
of it. A change for those who would address

longstanding problems faced by the populace. But
what came instead was an age-old tool manoeuvred
by politicians for generations: populism. Some
scholars regard Akbar’s Din-e-Allah as a populist bid
to rally support from both Hindus and Muslims,
while the Britishers allowed the formation of the
Indian National Congress to let largely moderate
Indian voices do not much other than writing letters
to the British Parliament for some relief from the
atrocities of the Raj. In both instances, either fairly
quickly (as in the case of Din-e-Allah, which had a
little more than a dozen courtiers as followers) or
over time (with the growing irrelevance of the
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Congress in a Bharat that is decolonising, slowly but
surefootedly), the result always has been a failure.
The bubble that the Aam Aadmi Party tried to create
also had to burst, and burst it did, in a furious
outflux of scandals and irregularities. Kejriwal was
implicated in a liquor excise scandal, while many of
the top leaders of the party remain in jail. The
curious events that have led to where we are today,
in states like Delhi and Punjab, have led me to coin
two words: ‘populysis’ and ‘freebruption’. ‘Populysis’
combines “populism’ and “paralysis’, succinctly
capturing the transition from populist rhetoric to
policy stagnation, while ‘freebruption’” merges
“freebies’ and “disruption’, highlighting how
excessive giveaways can lead to fiscal instability or
fractures. Unfortunately, both these would be
characteristics we can associate with the Aam
Aadmi Party governments in Delhi and Punjab today.
The party’s flurry of freebies and populist measures
have helped them retain power in states like Delhi
and Punjab. But the key question is: at what cost? A
deeper analysis reveals significant flaws in its
governance model. These shortcomings often stem
from an overemphasis on populist measures at the
expense of institutional strengthening and
sustainable reforms. World over, populist activism
has always struggled to translate into effective
governance structures. Hugo Chdvez’s populist
regime promised to empower the marginalised and
redistribute wealth through social programs.
However, his governance led to increased executive
power at the expense of democratic institutions.
Over time, Chavez's administration suppressed
opposition and civil society, ultimately resulting in
a political crisis characterised by economic
mismanagement and authoritarianism. The Five
Star Movement (Movimento 5 Stelle - M5S) in Italy
emerged as a populist force promising to disrupt
traditional political structures and address citizens'
grievances. While it gained significant electoral
success, M5S struggled with internal cohesion and
governance once in power. The party's lack of
experience in managing complex governmental
processes led to policy inconsistencies and
difficulties in  coalition-building, ultimately
undermining its initial appeal and effectiveness.
The list goes on and on, and in there, we can now
safely add the Aam Aadmi Party.

In Delhi, AAP's governance has been characterized
by a focus on welfare measures and populist
policies, such as free electricity, water subsidies,
and flagship programs like Mohalla Clinics and
model schools. While these initiatives have
garnered public support and international
attention, they often mask deeper systemic issues
that remain unresolved. One of AAP’s defining
features is its emphasis on providing free services
to citizens.

For instance, The Delhi government allocated ¥3,250
crore for power subsidies in the 2023-24 budget,
with an additional 100 crore added later, bringing
the total to ¥3,350 crore. This reflects a significant
increase in the subsidy budget over the years, which
has risen from ¥2,405.6 crore in 2019-20 to nearly
¥3,350 crore in the current fiscal year. While many
consumers benefit from these subsidies—especially
those using up to 200 units of electricity per month,
who pay no bill—those consuming more than this
threshold face higher tariffs. The PPAC is a
surcharge that helps cover fluctuations in power
purchase costs for distribution companies
(discoms). Recent increases in coal and fuel prices
have necessitated higher PPAC rates, which can
range from 6.75% to 8.75%, ultimately impacting
non-subsidized consumers more heavily. The Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) has
maintained a uniform tariff structure, but
adjustments such as the Power Purchase
Adjustment Cost (PPAC) have led to increased costs
for consumers who do not qualify for subsidies.

Similarly, the party’s free water policy allows
residents to use up to 20,000 litres per month at no
cost. However, this policy has resulted in significant
revenue losses for the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), which
reportedly faced a debt burden exceeding ¥15,000
crore as of 2023. While these subsidies provide
immediate relief, they divert essential resources
from critical infrastructure development, such as
modernising sewage systems or improving water
quality. The long-term economic sustainability of
these measures remains questionable.

The Mohalla Clinics program has been celebrated as
a revolutionary step in accessible healthcare;
however, ground reports highlight significant
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challenges. Many clinics face shortages of essential
medicines, staff, and diagnostic facilities. For
instance, patients with conditions like haemophilia
have struggled to obtain life-saving injections,
leading to distress and confrontations at healthcare
facilities due to the unavailability of critical drugs.
Patients often leave clinics without necessary
medications, receiving only prescriptions or notes
instructing them to purchase drugs from private
pharmacies, which many cannot afford. Many clinics
operate with a shortage of doctors and support
staff. Reports indicate that several medical officer
positions remain unfilled, leading to overwhelming
patient loads—some clinics see up to 150 patients
daily with inadequate staffing.

Clinics frequently lack basic diagnostic facilities,
forcing patients needing tests (like MRIs or
ultrasounds) to seek care at larger hospitals, which
can be inconvenient and time-consuming. Essential
items for treatment, such as plaster for fractures or
even basic medical supplies, are often unavailable,
further complicating patient care. The list of 109
free medicines provided at Mohalla Clinics does not
cover all necessary ailments. The list of essential
drugs is also restrictive for doctors because
sometimes they cannot prescribe better-suited
salts or medicines not on the list. Critics have
argued that these clinics prioritise visibility over
substantive healthcare reform as Delhi’s larger
public healthcare system continues to grapple with
inadequate funding and overcrowded hospitals.
Medical data is also not properly maintained. In
2020, Praja, a nonprofit organisation, submitted an
RTI request to identify the ten most reported
diseases at Mohalla Clinics. Still, by February 6 of
that year, only three of Delhi's eleven districts had
responded. The report emphasised that effective
disease surveillance requires standardised patient
record-keeping across all clinics, as discrepancies in
data reporting were noted among the districts.

Despite some improvements in Delhi's education
sector, significant challenges persist that severely
undermine the quality of education. A critical
shortage of qualified teachers is one of the most
pressing issues, with the Delhi government
currently facing a deficit of approximately 1,000
Post Graduate Teacher (PGT) positions, as only 283

PGTs are available to serve over 9,500 students with
disabilities across 609 government schools at the
senior secondary level. The consequences are dire:
in the 2023-24 academic year alone, over 100,000
ninth-grade students in Delhi failed their annual
exams, alongside more than 46,000 students in
Class 8 and 50,000 in Class 11. Furthermore, the
overall enrolment in Delhi government schools has
decreased by over 30,000 students compared to the
previous year, attributed largely to perceptions of
poor educational quality and inadequate facilities.
These systemic issues—coupled with high
student-to-teacher ratios that often exceed
47:1—hinder personalised instruction and contribute
to a cycle of underachievement and disengagement
among students. Addressing these challenges is
essential for restoring confidence in the public
education system and ensuring equitable access to
quality education for all students.

In Punjab, AAP's victory in 2022 was seen as a
significant milestone for the party; however,
governing this state presents a more intricate
challenge compared to Delhi. Punjab's fiscal crisis,
entrenched agricultural issues, and complex
socio-political dynamics have revealed the
limitations of AAP's governance model. Punjab is
facing a serious financial crisis, with its debt-to-GDP
ratio projected to exceed 50% in the near future. As
of 2024, the state's debt is estimated to reach
approximately ¥3.74 lakh crore, which constitutes
more than 46% of its Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) of over %8 lakh crore. This figure places
Punjab among the most indebted states in India,
with reports indicating that its debt-to-GSDP ratio is
among the highest in the country. The financial
situation has been exacerbated by various factors,
including substantial government subsidies and a
heavy reliance on borrowing to manage existing
debts.

For instance, Punjab's government has significantly
increased its debt burden since the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) took power, with allegations that the
debt rose by ¥50,000 crore within 18 months of their
administration. Additionally, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has highlighted Punjab's precarious fiscal
health, noting that it ranks among the top five most
indebted states nationally and has one of the
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highest per capita debts. The state's ongoing
financial challenges have led to calls for a bailout
from the central government, although experts
question the feasibility of such assistance given the
high levels of debt already present. The state's
financial health is among the worst in India, with a
debt-to-GDP ratio exceeding 50% as of 2024.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has faced significant
criticism during its tenure in Punjab, particularly
concerning its welfare schemes and governance
challenges. The introduction of the free electricity
scheme, which offers up to 300 units per month at
no cost, has led to a dramatic increase in domestic
connections, with nearly 90% of households
receiving zero electricity bills. While this initiative
has garnered popularity, it has also resulted in
substantial financial strain on the state’s resources,
with projected subsidy costs expected to reach
¥21,909 crore by 2024-25. This figure includes %10,175
crore allocated for agriculture, raising concerns
about the sustainability of such populist measures
amid Punjab's already precarious fiscal situation.
The reliance on these welfare schemes has
contributed to a growing revenue deficit, projected
at 24,000 crore for the upcoming fiscal year.

AAP's focus on freebies detracts from essential
reforms needed in the agricultural sector, which is
facing a severe crisis. The state's farmers continue
to struggle with high debt levels, with institutional
debt reaching 73,673 crore by 2023. Despite
promises of support, reports indicate that 14
farmers committed suicide within just 50 days of
AAP taking office, highlighting the ongoing agrarian
distress that the government has failed to
adequately address. Additionally, law and order
issues have escalated under AAP's governance.
Rising drug trafficking cases and communal
tensions have raised alarms about the effectiveness
of the administration in maintaining peace and
security. Regional complexities have also posed
challenges for AAP, particularly regarding
water-sharing disputes with Haryana.

A common thread between AAP’s governance in
both states is its reliance on populist measures
rather than institutional reform. While welfare
schemes yield short-term political gains, they often

fail to address the root causes of systemic issues.
For instance, despite promises of transformation in
urban infrastructure in Delhi, persistent problems
such as poor waste management and air pollution
remain unaddressed due to inadequate investment
in sustainable urban planning. The disconnect
between activism and governance is another critical
aspect of AAP's challenges. The party's activist roots
emphasised immediate action and public
mobilisation; however, this focus has not effectively
translated into governance. The preference for
high-visibility projects often undermines robust
governance frameworks.

Despite professing a commitment to
decentralisation, AAP has done little to empower
local governance structures such as municipal
bodies in Delhi or panchayats in Punjab. In fact,
centralisation of power has been a hallmark of
AAP’s governance model in Delhi. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s office wields significant control
over decision-making processes, often sidelining
bureaucratic procedures and expert opinions. This
became farcical when Atishi kept the CM’s chair
vacant after taking oath as Chief Minister of Delhi,
in what seemed like a perversion of the selflessness
of Bharat in forsaking the throne and yet
administering Ayodhya in Shri Ram’s absence during
his exile. This centralisation has led to inefficiencies
and delays in governance. The ongoing conflicts
between the Delhi government and the Lieutenant
Governor further underscore the challenges
associated with this centralised approach. Also, the
Ayushmaan Bharat is not applicable in Delhi. The
only other state that has not implemented this
important national scheme is West Bengal. It is
clear that Delhi has no hope of progress and
development under the AAP. The party lacks any
vision for the future or to tackle the numerous
challenges facing the megapolis of Delhi.
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Toxic Legacy: Environmental
Degradation under AAP

Sushant Mehlawat SEC Member, BJYM Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which once rose to
power promising a cleaner, greener, and healthier
Delhi, has left the city grappling with some of the
worst environmental and water crises in its history.
From escalating air and river pollution to acute
water supply issues, AAP's governance has been
characterised by empty promises and ineffective
action plans. These failures have not only tarnished
the party’s claims of delivering transformative
governance but have also significantly impacted the
lives of Delhi’s residents.

Air Pollution: A Toxic Legacy

Under AAP’s leadership, Delhi has consistently been
ranked as one of the world’s most polluted cities.
According to reports, the city witnessed over 12,000
deaths in 2024 due to air pollution-related illnesses,
highlighting the severe health crisis inflicted by
poor air quality. Despite numerous promises, the
government has failed to implement robust policies
to tackle vehicular emissions, industrial pollution,
and crop-burning-related smog. AAP ruled Punjab

has not taken any concrete action to curb stubble
burning during winter, which is the major
contributor to Delhi's winter smog.

One of the glaring examples of mismanagement is
the lack of proactive measures during winter
months when air quality dips to hazardous levels.
The much-publicized "Odd-Even" scheme for
vehicular traffic proved to be a temporary band-aid
rather than a long-term solution. Moreover, the
government’s reliance on publicity stunts instead of
actionable reforms has left the citizens of Delhi
choking on toxic air.

The Yamuna: A River Turned Drain

The Yamuna River, once considered Delhi’s lifeline,
has been reduced to a stinking drain under AAP’s
governance. Despite grand announcements of
rejuvenating the river, the government has done
little to address the untreated sewage and
industrial effluents that continue to flow unabated
into the Yamuna. The installation of sewage
treatment plants (STPs) remains inadequate, and
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existing plants are operating below capacity due to
poor maintenance.

AAP’s failure to enforce regulations on industries
polluting the river has further exacerbated the
crisis. For instance, in the past decade, the river has
seen an alarming increase in the levels of ammonia
and heavy metals, making the water unfit for
consumption or even basic human contact. This
degradation has not only impacted aquatic life but
has also affected thousands of farmers and
residents who depend on the river for their
livelihoods.

Water Supply Crisis: Broken Promises

AAP’s promise of providing free and clean water to
every household has turned into a nightmare for
Delhi’s residents. The city’s water supply, managed
by the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), is plagued with
inefficiencies and corruption. A significant portion
of the city still relies on tanker mafias for their daily
water needs, as the government has failed to
ensure equitable and consistent water distribution.
In many parts of Delhi, the water supplied is not
only scarce but also contaminated. Tests have
revealed that Delhi’s water quality is among the
worst in the country, with the presence of harmful
bacteria and pollutants exceeding safe limits. The
government’s inability to upgrade infrastructure
and address leakages in the water distribution
system has compounded the crisis.

Environmental Degradation: A Systemic Failure
Delhi’s environmental woes extend beyond air and
water pollution. The city’s waste management
system is in shambles, with massive garbage
mountains in Ghazipur, Bhalswa, and Okhla
continuing to grow unabated. These sites, emitting
toxic gases, are a constant health hazard for nearby
residents. Despite promises to clear these landfills,
AAP has failed to take any meaningful action.

The lack of green cover and unchecked urbanisation
have further deteriorated Delhi’s environment.
AAP’s failure to implement sustainable urban
planning has led to shrinking forests, vanishing
biodiversity, and increased urban heat islands,
making Delhi’s climate more inhospitable with each
passing year.

Misplaced Priorities and Ineffective Governance
AAP’s environmental failures stem from a
combination of misplaced priorities and ineffective
governance. The party has focused more on
self-promotion and publicity campaigns rather than
investing in long-term solutions. For instance, while
crores have been spent on advertising the
government’s achievements, key projects like
wastewater treatment plants and air quality
monitoring systems have seen minimal progress.
Moreover, AAP’s confrontational approach with
central agencies and bureaucratic inefficiencies
have delayed critical environmental initiatives. The
lack of collaboration and accountability has left
Delhi’s residents paying the price for governmental
apathy.

The Way Forward

To address Delhi’s environmental and water crises,
it is imperative to adopt a multi-pronged strategy.
The government must prioritise investments in
clean energy, modernise waste management
systems, and enforce stricter regulations on
industries and vehicles contributing to pollution.
Revamping the Delhi Jal Board and ensuring
equitable water distribution should also be key
priorities.

Moreover, a holistic approach to urban planning
that includes increasing green cover, conserving
water bodies, and mitigating climate risks is
essential for sustainable development.
Transparency, accountability, and public
participation in decision-making processes can help
rebuild trust and ensure the effective
implementation of policies.

Delhi’s worsening air and river pollution, coupled
with its water supply crisis, is a direct result of
AAP’s governance failures. The party’s inability to
deliver on its promises has left Delhi’s environment
in shambles, affecting the health, livelihoods, and
quality of life of millions of its residents.

However, the track record of AAP shows that it is
simply not concerned nor capable of responding to
these challenges. Only a BJP government in Delhi
can provide working solutions to environmental
issues and a vision for the development of Delhi.
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IoTfde dierds Hifdd g3 3Rfde
FBoRIgTe 3R 39% FTferN B IsTfdd
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BJYM Magazine | 22
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H 4t 3 31Tet 9T & ST §¢ faumaee! ® § 3T @l W
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PoRtdTel 3R IugEgH FY fGHEAT BT S deb ST
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Punjab, a state that once symbolised the prosperity
of India’s Green Revolution, now faces a severe
economic crisis. Under the misrule of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), helmed by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and backed by Arvind Kejriwal’s
central authority, the state has descended into
financial chaos. AAP's policies in Punjab reveal a
dangerous trend of prioritising populist politics
over sustainable development, leaving the state
saddled with mounting debt and dwindling
economic prospects.

The Alarming Debt Spiral

The numbers tell a grim story. Punjab's debt has
ballooned to a staggering ¥3.51 lakh crore, as per
the 2024 budget estimates, and is expected to rise
to ¥3.74 lakh crore by the end of the 2024-25 fiscal
year. This figure represents more than 46% of the
state's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), projected at
over Z8 lakh crore. For every resident of Punjab, this
translates to a personal debt burden of 1.24 lakh—a
stark reminder of the state’s deteriorating fiscal
health.

The AAP government, however, has chosen to
ignore these alarming signs. Instead of adopting
fiscal prudence, it continues to borrow heavily,
effectively mortgaging Punjab’s future to fund its
populist policies. Since AAP took power in March
2022, the state’s debt has increased by ¥50,000
crore. This is not just mismanagement; it is a
betrayal of the people of Punjab.

Borrowing for Votes, Not Growth
AAP’s governance model is rooted in populist

giveaways aimed more at securing electoral
victories than addressing the long-term needs of
the state. The state budget reveals a troubling
allocation of resources: ¥9,330 crore for power
subsidies for agriculture and %7,780 crore to provide
"zero bills" for domestic consumers using less than
300 units of electricity per month. While these
schemes may resonate with voters, they come at a
massive cost to Punjab’s fiscal health.

In contrast, capital expenditure—a key driver for
growth and development—has been slashed by
¥3,000 crore compared to the previous year. The
government plans to spend only ¥7,400 crore on
capital projects this year, a stark decline from the
¥10,300 crore allocated last year. It can also be seen
in contrast to the Rs. 16,300 crore capital outlay of
the Haryana government in 2024-25. This myopic
approach underscores AAP's focus on short-term
political gains rather than investing in
infrastructure, industrialisation, or public services
that could drive long-term prosperity.

A State in Decline

Punjab’s economic trajectory paints a worrying
picture. Once an economic powerhouse with a
robust GDP share during the Green Revolution, the
state’s contribution to India’s GDP has plummeted
to 2.4% in 2023-24, down from 4.3% in 1990-91. This
decline is not accidental. Punjab’s over-dependence
on agriculture and a lack of diversification into
industrial or service sectors has created a form of
‘Dutch disease,” stifling the state’s economic
growth.
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Despite these challenges, the AAP government has
shown little inclination to address the structural
issues plaguing Punjab. The revenue deficit for the
first half of the 2024-25 fiscal year stands at 79% of
the total projected deficit of 23,198 crore. Revenue
receipts amount to 41,709 crore, while revenue
expenditure has already reached %60,011 crore—an
unsustainable gap that highlights the government’s
inability to manage resources effectively.

The Cost of Freebies

The obsession with freebies has further
exacerbated Punjab’s fiscal woes. Beyond power
subsidies, a significant chunk of the budget is spent
on non-productive expenditures. For instance, over
¥35,000 crore is allocated for salaries and wages,
¥20,000 crore for pensions, and 24,000 crore for
interest payments. These figures leave little room
for investment in development projects that could
revive the state’s economy.

AAP's model of governance, heavily reliant on
freebies, not only drains the state’s coffers but also
discourages productive economic activity. Subsidies
and handouts, while politically expedient, do little
to create jobs, attract investments, or improve living
standards in the long term.

Denial and Deflection

The AAP government’s response to Punjab’s
financial crisis has been one of denial and
deflection. Instead of acknowledging the severity of
the situation, the leadership has indulged in
political theatrics, blaming previous
administrations and seeking massive funds from
the central government. In a meeting with the
Finance Commission in July, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann requested %1.32 lakh crore for
development, agriculture, and tackling drug abuse.
However, this plea rings hollow when viewed
against the backdrop of the government’s reckless
fiscal policies.

Three committees led by eminent experts, such as
Arvind Subramanian, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, and
Arbind Modi, have provided recommendations to
address Punjab’s economic challenges. Yet, the AAP
government has largely ignored their findings,
choosing instead to focus on political populism.

The Politics of Populism

AAP’s strategy in Punjab is emblematic of its larger
political ethos—prioritising electoral gains over
governance. By focusing on populist measures, the
party has not only compromised Punjab’s economic
stability but also undermined the principles of fiscal
responsibility. Every free power unit, every waived
bill, and every unnecessary subsidy is paid for not
by the government but by the taxpayers and future
generations of Punjabis.

The contrast between Punjab and Haryana is
instructive. Once part of the same state, their
economic trajectories have diverged sharply. While
Haryana has diversified its economy, attracting
investments in industries and services, Punjab
remains trapped in an agrarian economy with
declining returns. This divergence underscores the
failure of the AAP government to capitalise on
Punjab’s potential.

A Call for Accountability

Punjab stands at a crossroads. Its burgeoning debt,
declining economic output, and fiscal
mismanagement under AAP threaten to derail the
state’s future. The need of the hour is a leadership
that prioritises sustainable development over
political gimmicks. Investments in infrastructure,
education, healthcare, and industrialisation must
take precedence over subsidies and handouts.

AAP’s governance in Punjab is a cautionary tale of
how populism can devastate a state’s economy. The
people of Punjab demand accountability and
transparency from their leaders. The state’s legacy
as a cultural and economic powerhouse cannot
erode further.

AAP’s policies may win votes in the short term, but
their long-term consequences are dire. By
borrowing against the future to fund today’s
electoral prospects, the party is not just
mismanaging Punjab’s finances—it is mortgaging
the dreams and aspirations of its people.
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Grandstanding Over

Governance: Failed
Model of AAP

Bharat Sharma Advocate Delhi High Court

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) burst onto the political
scene with promises of transparency, efficiency, and
a people-first approach to governance. Today, its
track record in Delhi and Punjab reveals a different
story—one of misplaced priorities, administrative
inefficiencies, and avoidable conflicts. From its
much-hyped education and healthcare reforms to
its unproductive confrontations with constitutional
authorities, AAP has built a governance model that
prioritises theatrics over tangible outcomes. Let us
unravel the facade and explore the many cracks in
AAP’s governance.

Education: Revolution or Rhetoric?

AAP claims to have transformed education in Delhi,
but this transformation often stops at the surface.
While a few schools were revamped for a show, a
large number of government schools still lack basic
infrastructure like clean drinking water, functional
toilets, and adequate classrooms. Allegations of
corruption, such as inflated costs for classroom
construction (%25 lakh per room), further tarnish
these achievements.

Punjab, under AAP’s rule, has shown no visible
improvement in its education system. Teacher
shortages, inadequate infrastructure, and neglect
of rural schools persist. The much-touted education
revolution appears to be nothing more than a
publicity campaign that overlooks the real
challenges students and educators face.

Healthcare: Clinics for Cameras

AAP’s mohalla clinics in Delhi are often showcased
as a model for accessible healthcare, but their
effectiveness remains questionable. Reports on
staff shortages, long queues, and inadequate
medical supplies paint a grim picture. Meanwhile,

Delhi’s public hospitals remain overcrowded and
underfunded, with no significant investments to
improve their capacity.

In Punjab, the healthcare system is in shambles.
Drug addiction continues to plague the state, and
public hospitals are ill-equipped to deal with the
crisis. AAP’s failure to expand rehabilitation centers
or invest in healthcare infrastructure has left
Punjab’s citizens struggling for basic medical care.

Law and Order: Avoidable Chaos

Punjab’s law-and-order situation has deteriorated
under AAP, with an alarming rise in organised crime,
gang wars, and drug trafficking. Despite
pre-election promises of curbing the drug menace,
AAP has failed to implement effective measures,
leaving citizens feeling insecure.

In Delhi, law and order technically falls under the
Union Government’s jurisdiction. However, AAP’s
government has failed to complement law
enforcement with robust urban safety measures.
Initiatives like CCTVs and marshals in public
transport, while heavily advertised, remain poorly
implemented. The result is an environment where
public safety, particularly for women, remains a
serious concern.

Unproductive Confrontations with the LG

A hallmark of AAP’s governance in Delhi has been its
relentless and often unnecessary confrontations
with the Lieutenant Governor (LG). While the LG is a
constitutional authority tasked with overseeing
Delhi’s administration, AAP has repeatedly turned
governance into a political battlefield.

Instead of focusing on governance, AAP has spent
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years embroiled in turf wars, blaming the LG for
every administrative challenge. From obstructing
developmental projects to delaying policy
implementation, these conflicts have stalled Delhi’s
progress. This constant state of confrontation, while
serving AAP’s political narrative, has diverted
attention from real issues affecting Delhi’s citizens.
Governance is not about optics or public spats; it
requires collaboration and consensus. AAP’s
unwillingness to engage constructively with the LG
reflects poorly on its ability to prioritise Delhi’s
welfare over political theatrics.

Urban Development: and
Stagnation

Delhi’s urban infrastructure remains in disarray
under AAP’s rule. The Yamuna River, despite
multiple promises of cleanup efforts, continues to
suffer from toxic pollution. Air pollution levels in
Delhi have reached hazardous levels, with no

significant interventions from the government.

Mismanagement

Public transport, especially the DTC bus system, is
underutilised and poorly maintained, adding to the
city’s congestion woes. In Punjab, urban centres
face challenges such as inadequate waste
management and poor water supply, highlighting
AAP’s failure to focus on sustainable urban
development.

Agriculture: Betrayal of Punjab’s Farmers

Punjab’s agrarian crisis has worsened under AAP’s
governance. Farmers face delayed procurement
payments and rising input costs despite promises of
MSP guarantees and debt relief. The government’s
failure to promote crop diversification or water
conservation has left Punjab’s farmers in a
precarious situation. Instead of addressing these
structural issues, AAP has focused on superficial
measures, leaving the backbone of Punjab’s
economy—its farmers—feeling abandoned.

Social Welfare: Promises Without Progress

AAP’s social welfare schemes, both in Delhi and
Punjab, suffer from poor implementation and
inadequate funding. In Delhi, schemes aimed at
women’s safety, senior citizens, and marginalised
communities remain incomplete or ineffective.
Punjab’s rural development has stagnated, with

villages lacking access to basic amenities such as
healthcare, education, and roads. AAP’s inability to
deliver on these promises exposes its disconnect
from the grassroots issues it claims to champion.

Corruption: The Clean Politics Myth

AAP’s foundational promise of clean governance
has been exposed as hollow. In Delhi, the liquor
policy scam and allegations of corruption in
classroom construction have raised serious
questions about AAP’s integrity. Similarly, in Punjab,
senior leaders have faced corruption allegations,
undermining the party’s claims of transparency.
AAP’s governance is increasingly defined by the very
practices it once opposed. The party’s inability to
uphold its promise of clean politics is a betrayal of
the public trust.

Governance or Grandstanding?

AAP’s governance model, both in Delhi and Punjab,
is a cautionary tale of how political theatrics can
overshadow genuine administration. While the
party excels at public relations, its failures in
education, healthcare, public safety, and urban
development expose a lack of vision and
competence.

The unnecessary confrontations with the LG in Delhi
further highlight AAP’s priorities: creating political
narratives rather than solving real issues. These
spats serve as a distraction from the party’s
administrative shortcomings and have cost Delhi
valuable time and resources.

As Delhi gears up for the upcoming elections, the
stakes have never been higher. This election is not
just a contest between political parties but a critical
juncture where the citizens of Delhi will decide
between continued governance mired in
controversies, confrontations, and unfulfilled
promises, or a future that promises genuine
development, collaborative governance, and
strategic solutions to the city's pressing issues.
With public safety, urban infrastructure, education,
and healthcare at the forefront, voters must
critically evaluate which party offers a vision that
aligns with their aspirations for a stronger, safer,
and more prosperous Delhi.
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Populism vs. Progress:
Evaluating BJP and AAP on
Development Metrics

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) are two political entities that have emerged with
distinct ideologies and strategies to address India's
development challenges. The BJP, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has focused on
national-level economic reforms, infrastructure
development, and a broad agenda aimed at strengthening
India's global position. AAP, on the other hand, has gained
prominence primarily at the state level, with a focus on
local governance, public welfare, and transparency,
particularly in Delhi. This comparative review critically
examines BJP's successes and AAP's failures on key
development issues like economic growth, unemployment,
infrastructure, social welfare, and fiscal management.

Sagar Saikia '

PhD Research Scholar,
Department of CSE, NIT
Meghalaya
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1. Economic Growth and Investment
BJP’s Success:

National Economic Reforms: The BJP has
successfully implemented several high-profile
economic reforms, such as the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and the introduction of
the Make in India initiative. These have aimed
at modernising India’s economy and improving
ease of doing business.

Foreign Investment: The BJP-led government
has attracted significant foreign direct
investment (FDI) through pro-business policies,
including the liberalization of key sectors like
defense, retail, and aviation. The ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ (self-reliant India) program has focused
on strengthening India’s domestic
manufacturing capacity while encouraging
foreign investments.

Infrastructure Investments: BJP's focus on
infrastructure development, especially roads,
highways, railways, and the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC), has led to significant
progress in national connectivity, boosting
economic activity.

AAP’s Failures:

Limited Economic Strategy: AAP’s economic
focus has been largely centred on improving
public services like education, healthcare, and
water supply in Delhi. These initiatives have
failed to enhance quality of life and have not
contributed to broad-based economic growth or
industrial development.

Failure to Attract Investment: AAP has not been
able to create a conducive environment for
large-scale investment or industrial growth,
especially compared to BJP’s pro-business
stance. Delhi remains reliant on the central
government for funding, with limited local
initiatives to boost industrialisation or expand
the economy beyond public service sectors.
Inconsistent Economic Policies: AAP’s promises
of economic reforms have remained
fragmented. It has focused on welfare programs
like subsidised electricity and water, but this
has created fiscal strain and limited capacity for
long-term investment in key sectors.

While the BJP has succeeded in driving major
economic reforms, attracting foreign
investment, and improving infrastructure at a
national level, AAP’s performance on economic
development remains largely constrained to
empty promises of welfare and public service
improvements in Delhi. AAP lacks a coherent
economic strategy that can foster industrial
growth or national-level investment.

2. Unemployment and Job Creation
BJP’s Success:

Job Creation through Infrastructure: Under the
BJP government, the emphasis on large-scale
infrastructure projects has led to job creation in
sectors like construction, manufacturing, and
transportation. The expansion of highways,
railways, and the metro system has created
millions of jobs.

Skill Development Programs: The BJP launched
various skill development initiatives such as the
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY),
aiming to equip youth with employable skills
and enhance employability.

Support for MSMEs: BJP has worked towards
providing credit and facilitating the growth of
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
through the Mudra Yojana and other initiatives.

AAP’s Failures:

Limited Job Creation: While AAP has promised
to provide public services, such as education,
health, and utilities, these have not translated
into significant job creation due to lack of
implementation. AAP has made no concerted
effort to create a broader employment
ecosystem or address issues like youth
unemployment or underemployment in the
private sector.

No Major Economic Initiatives: Unlike BJP’s skill
development and MSME-focused programs,
AAP’s economic policies have largely been
centred on welfare schemes like free water and
electricity. These programs have not addressed
structural unemployment or created
sustainable job opportunities.

Public Sector Dependency: AAP’s job creation
efforts have largely been limited to government
sectors like education, healthcare, and
municipal services, leaving private sector
employment largely untouched.
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BJP’s job creation strategy has been more holistic,
focusing on infrastructure, skill development, and
MSMEs, whereas AAP has largely relied on
expanding the public sector and welfare schemes.
AAP’s narrow focus on public services has limited its
ability to address large-scale employment issues
effectively.

3. Infrastructure Development

BJP’s Success:

e Massive Infrastructure Projects: Under the BJP,
states has witnessed the rapid development of
highways, railways, and the expansion of the
metro system. The government has also made
significant strides in developing smart cities,
improving rural infrastructure, and upgrading
airports.

» Digital Infrastructure: BJP’s push for digital
infrastructure has led to the successful rollout
of initiatives like Digital India, aimed at
providing internet connectivity and digital
literacy across the country.

e Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT): The BJP government
has  worked on  transforming urban
infrastructure and providing clean water,
sanitation, and waste management to cities.

AAP’s Failures:

e Limited Impact Beyond Delhi: AAP’s
infrastructure promise has been largely
confined to improving Delhi’s  urban

infrastructure—mainly roads, water supply, and
public transport. However, its achievements in
this area are limited to freebies in public
service, with no significant, large-scale
infrastructure projects that could have national
or broader state-level impact.

e Public Transport Success: While the expansion
of the Delhi Metro has been a notable
achievement, it is a major credit to the central
government.

e Underdeveloped Waste and Water
Management: AAP has completely failed to
ensure the supply of adequate and clean water
to Delhi households.

4. Social Welfare and Public Services

BJP’s Success:

* Welfare Programs: BJP has implemented several
large-scale welfare schemes, such as the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) for
financial inclusion, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana for LPG connections to the poor, and
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) for

affordable housing.
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e Ayushman Bharat: The BJP launched Ayushman
Bharat, a national health protection scheme
that provides health coverage to over 100
million families, marking one of the world’s
largest healthcare schemes.

* Direct Benefit Transfers: The BJP government
has implemented DBT to eliminate middlemen
and corruption, delivering benefits directly to
beneficiaries.

AAP’s Failures:

* Fiscal Sustainability of Welfare: AAP’s welfare
programs, such as free water and electricity,
have strained the city’s finances. While these
schemes have improved the quality of life for
many, their long-term sustainability is in
question due to budgetary constraints and the
lack of substantial revenue generation.

e Healthcare Improvements: While AAP claims to
have improved healthcare access in Delhi
through Mohalla Clinics and expanding
government hospitals, it is more on paper than
on the ground. Most of such units are either
dysfunctional or heavily underfunded and

understaffed.

e It has not «created a comprehensive
national-level health policy or improved
healthcare access for all marginalised

communities.

e Education: The focus on  upgrading
infrastructure and teacher training has not fully
addressed issues like overcrowding and unequal
access to education in rural areas. The claims of
improvement in education are overhyped and
not supported by the data and independent
audits.

BJP’s welfare programs have been broader and more
sustainable, with national reach and financial
backing, whereas AAP’s welfare schemes are
primarily limited to Delhi and are less financially
sustainable in the long run.

5. Fiscal Management and Budget Constraints

BJP’s Success:

» Tax Reforms: The BJP government implemented
GST, a major tax reform aimed at simplifying the
taxation system and increasing government
revenue. The introduction of digital tax
collection systems has improved transparency.

e Financial Stability: BJP has worked to maintain
fiscal discipline, even though challenges such
as the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted public
finances. However, the party has been able to
secure large-scale infrastructure funding
through partnerships with the private sector
and international loans.

AAP’s Failures:

e Reliance on Central Grants: AAP’s fiscal
management is largely dependent on central
government funds, with limited capacity to
generate independent revenue. The party’s
reliance on subsidies like free water and
electricity has created significant fiscal strain.

» Debt Concerns: The Delhi government under AAP
has faced criticism for its growing debt, which it
struggles to manage alongside its ambitious
welfare schemes.

» Sustainability of Subsidies: The unsustainable
nature of AAP’s welfare schemes—particularly
free water, electricity, and subsidised
healthcare—puts significant pressure on its
budget. These schemes have not been backed
by adequate revenue-generation mechanisms,
making them difficult to sustain in the long
term.

BJP has successfully managed fiscal policy with
reforms like GST and improved tax collection, while
AAP has struggled with fiscal sustainability due to
its reliance on central funding and the long-term
financial burden of its welfare programs.

In summary, the BJP’s performance on key
development issues is far-reaching, national in
scope, and largely successful. In contrast, AAP’s
achievements, while commendable at the state
level, have not addressed the broader
developmental challenges facing India and have
faltered due to fiscal mismanagement and limited
vision beyond local governance.
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The
Tragicomedy
of Education:

From Delhi

Model to
Punjab Mess

Vaibhav Singh Rathore
Development Professional and CEO
- Revamp India Foundation

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), after its victory in
March 2022 in Punjab, was expected to implement
an ‘"education revolution" analogous to the
much-propagated “Delhi model”. However, today,
Punjab's educational system is not only in a state of
stagnation but has also turned into a topic of
ridicule. The policies (or one may say their lack)
indicate that the present administration may view
education as more of a joke than a top priority.

Replicating the “Delhi Model”: Punjab’s Misfit
Experiment

The AAP has come under heavy fire for its attempt
to introduce the Delhi educational model to Punjab.
Despite the Delhi model’s supposed merits, critics
contend it ignores Punjab’s difficulties. In national
surveys, Punjab has continuously fared better than
Delhi, especially in language and maths. Punjab
outperformed Delhi in terms of overall student
achievement in the National Achievement Survey
(NAS) 2021, demonstrating that a general adoption
of the Delhi model was ill-advised.

However, under Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, the
AAP government moved rapidly forward, putting
public relations ahead of real educational changes.
The outcome? Punjab’s education system is in ruins
due to policies intended to duplicate the failure of
Delhi’s story.

The Abandoned Projects

The government’s withdrawal from the Prime
Minister’s Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI)
initiative is a stark illustration of its indifference.
Punjab’s schools would have received ¥515 crore in
central financing through this program. The
government chose to opt out instead, depriving 241
schools of vital funding for improvements to their
infrastructure.

Schools of Eminence: Promises vs. Performance?
With certain publicity, the AAP government declared
that “Schools of Eminence” would be established
for grades 9-12. 118 government schools were to be
converted into cutting-edge establishments.
However, only 14 of these schools will be open by
the middle of 2024. Thus, critics highlight that these
are only superficial improvements, and even these
confront significant infrastructure issues.

Over 1.5 lakh applications were received for 20,000
seats. This enormous demand highlights Punjab’s
severe  lack of  high-quality  educational
opportunities. However, rather than growing the
program to accommodate public needs, the
administration appears content with envisioning
opportunities.

The Fiscal Management

The government allocated money in the 2024-2025
budget to turn 100 government senior secondary
schools into “Schools of Brilliance” and 100
elementary schools into “Schools of Happiness.”
Great names, yes. However, where is the
foundation? Many rural schools in Punjab continue
to struggle with deteriorating classrooms, a dearth
of teachers, and a lack of basic facilities like clean
drinking water and working toilets.

The government has spent much money promoting
these programs rather than dealing with these
major issues. One can question if the Chief Minister
would rather create schools or pursue a comedic
career again.

The JEE Mains Triumph: The Silver Lining?
The fact that 158 students from government schools
qualified for JEE Mains in 2024 was an encouraging
development. Nevertheless, structural issues
obscure even this accomplishment. Private
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coaching facilities and tuition fees, not the
government, are primarily responsible for the credit.

A Litany of Unmet Policy Objectives

The AAP government has consistently failed to keep

their promises. For example:

e Teacher Training: Although plans to train
teachers overseas have been announced, there
isn’t any concrete proof that they have been
carried out successfully.

e Infrastructure Development: There has been
little progress on the pledge to construct 13,000
classrooms and install Wi-Fi in schools.

e Boundary Walls: There is simply a paper
proposal to build 1,200 kilometres of boundary
walls around 8,000 schools.

The Real State of Affairs

A startling reality is shown by data from the Punjab
School Education Department: There are still over
5,000 open teaching posts in government
institutions. Basic facilities like fans and
comfortable chairs are lacking in many schools. In
rural areas, dropout rates are still on the rise,
particularly among girls, despite government
assurances.

The Chief Minister frequently shifts the blame to
the national government or earlier administrations
when faced with these figures. However, the fact
remains that the AAP has not produced any
noticeable outcomes in their two years in office.
The Satirical Reality of Education in Punjab

The irony is unavoidable: this educational
tragicomedy is now run by a government headed by
a former comic. The informal and relaxed leadership
style of Bhagwant Mann seems unable to tackle
Punjab's long-standing educational issues.

The Chief Minister appears to emphasise publicity
stunts and social media presence more than
education. CM Mann might think that witty
one-liners can replace well-written policies.
However, this strategy is neither amusing nor a
solution to the difficulties teachers and students
face due to a lack of resources.

A key component of any government's priority
needs to be education. It serves as the cornerstone

around which a state's future is constructed.
However, in Punjab, it is now merely a political
theatre prop and an afterthought.

There is no denying the evidence. The AAP
government has disregarded the fundamental
requirements of Punjab's education system. The
current administration exhibits a concerning lack of
commitment, as evidenced by its abandonment of
key projects, broken pledges, and preference for
public relations over real reform.

Learning from UP's Educational Success: A Model
for Punjab's Reform

The Punjab government can learn critical lessons
from UP's successful educational initiatives. Unlike
Punjab's PR-focused approach, up has
demonstrated tangible progress through systematic
reforms and effective utilisation of resources. Most
notably, UP secured significant central funding
through the PM-SHRI project to upgrade over 300
schools with advanced facilities. At the same time,
Punjab opted out of this scheme, losing %515 crore
in potential funding. UP's Operation Kayakalp
transformed over 1.3 lakh schools with smart
classrooms and essential infrastructure, addressing
similar challenges that Punjab currently faces with
deteriorating facilities and lack of basic amenities.

UP's success also stems from its comprehensive
approach to staffing and monitoring. While Punjab
struggles with 5,000 vacant teaching positions, UP
recruited over 1.5 lakh teachers between 2017-2023
and implemented effective teacher training
programs. The state's use of a centralised digital
dashboard for monitoring school performance and
maintaining accountability offers a clear template
for Punjab to improve its governance structure.
Additionally, UP's focus on vocational training
through the One District One Product initiative and
targeted support for girls' education through
programs like Kanya Sumangala Yojana provides a
blueprint for Punjab to address its rising dropout
rates and create more employment-ready
graduates.
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City Beautiful
in Decline:
AAP’s Failed
Governance in
Chandigarh

Vaibhav Gupta
Convenor, Good Governance
Department,

BJP Chandigarh

The party that rose to power in Delhi on an
anti-corruption narrative has ironically become
synonymous  with  corruption and political
expediency. In both Delhi and Punjab—states that
share proximity to the picturesque city of
Chandigarh—the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Congress routinely accuse each other of being
"scamsters” and "the most corrupt” Yet, in
Chandigarh, driven solely by the lust for power,
these same adversaries have joined forces to elect
the Mayor and Deputy Mayors of the city.

Much like in Delhi and Punjab, AAP's promises
during the Municipal Corporation elections in
Chandigarh included a slew of freebies such as free
water supply and Mohalla clinics in every sector.
However, as the tenure of AAP's first Mayor in
Chandigarh nears its conclusion, the promises
remain conspicuously absent on the ground. The
glaring gap between rhetoric and reality speaks
volumes about the priorities of the so-called
"anti-corruption" crusaders. The promise of free
water supply, Mohalla Clinics, and free parking
remains unfulfilled, exposing the gap between
AAP’s rhetoric and its performance. Chandigarh, a
city known for its planned infrastructure and
aesthetic appeal, now faces a crisis of
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mismanagement. Roads are poorly maintained,
public spaces are losing their charm, and healthcare
infrastructure remains stagnant despite grand
promises. This deterioration is a direct consequence
of AAP’s inability to prioritise and allocate resources
effectively.

In stark contrast, the Central Government, under the
visionary leadership of Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India, has not only launched but is
actively implementing the 24x7 Water Supply
Scheme in Chandigarh, which was recently
inaugurated by the home minister Shri Amit Shah.
Meanwhile, the AAP-led administration has failed to
deliver even a single Mohalla Clinic in the city,
despite its lofty promises.

Another major election promise by AAP in
Chandigarh was the provision of "free-of-cost"
parking facilities. Ironically, even after a year of AAP
and Congress jointly securing the Mayor's position,
they have failed to make the parking in front of the
Municipal Corporation building "free of cost." This
glaring inaction underscores the party's inability to
deliver on its commitments.

The party that pledged a "Good Governance" model
for Chandigarh has failed to uphold even basic
governance principles within its ranks. It is easy to
make grand promises for votes and then
conveniently shift the blame to previous regimes
when those promises prove impractical. Such
actions are nothing less than "public fraud"
perpetrated by the AAP in Chandigarh.

The AAP Mayor has been prioritising non-essential
agendas, diverting resources away from critical
issues, leading to a noticeable decline in the city’s
sanitation, cleanliness, and overall public health.

The constant internal conflicts and party-driven
mandates have further eroded the effectiveness of
the local government. AAP Councillors, instead of
collaborating to address pressing civic issues, are
often seen engaging in politically motivated
clashes within the House. This inability to foster a
cooperative environment has stalled
decision-making processes, leaving critical projects
either delayed or abandoned altogether.

One of the most glaring issues is the lack of
financial prudence. Instead of investing in
long-term developmental projects, the
administration has diverted funds to non-essential
agendas, prioritizing optics over substance. The
overemphasis on freebies has led to a strain on the
limited budget of the Municipal Corporation,
crippling its ability to address critical needs. Such
populist measures may win short-term applause,
but they undermine the fiscal stability required for
sustainable governance. The practice of offering
"freebies" at the expense of public funds poses a
serious threat to economic growth. When such
unrealistic promises are made at the local level,
where budgets are already constrained, they not
only jeopardise the city's basic needs but also
tarnish its overall reputation. Chandigarh,
celebrated for its beauty and meticulously planned
infrastructure, risks losing its iconic status as the
"City Beautiful" if this culture of misgovernance and
populist gimmicks continues unchecked.

To preserve the city’s legacy, it is imperative to
focus on pragmatic governance that prioritises
sustainable development over hollow promises.
Moreover, the "freebie culture" being propagated by
AAP is not a sustainable governance model. While
such promises may provide temporary political
mileage, they erode the financial stability of local
bodies and divert attention from long-term
developmental goals. Chandigarh’s citizens expect
transparency, accountability, and efficient
management of public resources. Leadership that
fails to deliver these essentials not only
compromises the quality of life for its residents but
also tarnishes the city’s reputation as a model
urban centre.

The residents of Chandigarh deserve better—a
governance model that focuses on fulfilling the
city's basic needs while also planning for its future
growth. Effective leadership is about balancing
fiscal responsibility with public welfare, not
indulging in political theatrics or short-term gains.
If Chandigarh is to maintain its position as a leading
city in India, its governance must rise above party
politics and focus on genuine progress.
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Abhinav Koli
In charge Punjab, Policy Research
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The state of law and order in Punjab and Delhi,
under the governance of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
has increasingly come under scrutiny. Recent
developments and reports, including the National
Investigation Agency's (NIA) Operation Dhvast, have
painted a grim picture of organised crime thriving
within the jurisdictions of these regions. This article
delves into the burgeoning nexus of gang
operations, drug trafficking, and administrative
loopholes, raising pertinent questions about
governance and accountability.

Operation Dhvast: Exposing the Gangster-Terror
Nexus

In a major crackdown, the NIA recently conducted
Operation Dhvast, raiding over 325 locations across
India to dismantle the gangster-terror nexus. This
operation uncovered a disturbing reality: top gangs
such as the Lawrence Bishnoi gang, Neeraj Bawana
gang, Kaushal Chaudhary gang, and Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria gang were operating seamlessly
from the confines of jails in Punjab and Delhi. The
press release by the NIA highlighted how these
criminal networks had turned prisons into safe
havens, using them as command centres to
orchestrate extortion, murders, and drug trafficking.
The nexus extends beyond gang rivalries, with
connections to terror outfits and transnational drug
cartels. Investigative reports reveal that these
gangs have amassed illicit wealth worth hundreds

of crores, funding further criminal enterprises.
These findings underscore a systemic failure in
curbing illegal activities, exacerbated by alleged
administrative lapses in managing correctional
facilities.

Punjab: A Breeding Ground for
Organised Crime

Punjab’s association with drug trafficking is
long-standing, but the situation has worsened in
recent years. The state has become a hotspot for
heroin smuggling, often referred to as the "factory"
of drugs in India. The porous border with Pakistan
facilitates the influx of narcotics, which are then
distributed across the  country  through
well-organized networks. According to a report by
the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), Punjab
accounts for over 60% of drug seizures in India,
highlighting the scale of the problem.

Drugs and

The rampant drug trade has fueled organised crime,
with gang wars becoming a regular occurrence.
High-profile murders, such as those of Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala, Vicky Middukhera, and
kabaddi player Sandeep Nangal Ambia, have
highlighted the deep entrenchment of gang culture
in Punjab. These killings, linked to rivalries among
the aforementioned gangs, reflect the brutal and
unchecked rise of criminal enterprises in the state.
Media investigations have also revealed how these
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gangs recruit young men, often addicted to drugs,
to carry out heinous crimes in exchange for money
or protection.

Adding to the controversies, gangster Deepak Tinu,
a close aide of Lawrence Bishnoi, managed to
abscond from CIA custody in Punjab. This blatant
security  lapse  further  underscores  the
administrative failures in handling high-profile
criminals. The incident received widespread media
attention, with The Tribune and Hindustan Times
questioning the credibility of law enforcement
agencies in the state.

Delhi: The Capital’s Underbelly

Under AAP governance, Delhi is grappling with its
own challenges. The Tihar Jail, India’s largest
correctional facility that comes under the Delhi
government, has become infamous for being a hub
of organised crime. Investigations reveal that gangs
operating from within Tihar's walls are involved in
extortion, land grabbing, and contract killings.

The recent NIA raids shed light on how prison
officials have failed to curb the influence of these
gangsters. Smuggling of mobile phones, drugs, and
other contraband items into jails enables gang
leaders to maintain their operations seamlessly. For
instance, in 2023 alone, over 2,000 mobile phones
were confiscated from inmates in Tihar, according to
a report by the Delhi Police. Despite claims of
stringent reforms, the ground reality indicates a
lack of effective oversight and accountability.

Governance and Accountability: A Question of
Priorities

The AAP’s governance model, often lauded for its
focus on education and healthcare, seems to falter
significantly regarding law and order. The party has
failed to prioritise security measures, allowing
criminal networks to flourish. The management of
prisons, in particular, has been a glaring loophole.
Reports of corruption among jail officials and lack of
surveillance have further emboldened criminals.
Moreover, the lack of a comprehensive strategy to
tackle drug trafficking in Punjab raises questions
about the state government’s commitment to

eradicating this menace. While the Punjab Police
have conducted numerous raids and arrests, the
scale of the problem demands a more coordinated
and stringent approach involving both state and
central agencies. Reports from 2024 also indicate a
15% increase in gang-related crimes compared to
the previous year, further underscoring the
deteriorating law and order situation.

The Broader Implications

The unchecked rise of organised crime and drug
trafficking in Punjab has far-reaching implications.
Economically, it drains resources and discourages
investment. Socially, it creates an environment of
fear and insecurity, particularly among the youth,
who are often drawn into the vicious cycle of drugs
and crime. Politically, it erodes public trust in
governance and the rule of law.

The gangster-terror nexus, as exposed by Operation
Dhvast, also poses a significant threat to national
security. The involvement of international drug
cartels and terror outfits in these operations
underscores the urgent need for awareness of this
issue. Intelligence reports suggest that funds
generated through organised crime have been used
to finance terror activities across the border, further
escalating the threat.

The AAP government has failed to curb the rise of
organised crime and drug trafficking, raising serious
questions about its governance and administrative
capabilities. As the situation worsens, the need for
decisive and effective action becomes increasingly
urgent.
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AAP
Governance
Model: False
Promises and

Flawed
Delivery

Tirthankar Jana
IT Engineer

Arvind Kejriwal could be mistaken for being
a real-life Anil Kapoor of Nayak fame. An
all-action common man cum outsider
turned chief minister, fighting against the
established corrupt elite and attempting to
make a mark and impact on the “aam
aadmi”, it was one of those few moments
in Indian political history that there was
such a convergence of reel and real. Okay,
sorry to disappoint if you are a romantic
and eternal optimist- No, real did not meet
real; rather, the real has an uncanny
similarity with the original reel chief
minister of Nayak. Kejriwal had impeccable
credentials, was a middle-class IIT graduate
serving in the Indian Revenue System, and
was a Magsaysay award winner without
sacrificing his normal attire; he was what
many in the middle-class in India aspired
to be. And when he and his colleagues
launched India Against Corruption and
promised a different brand of politics, it
promised a lot but turned out to be a damp
squib.

BJYM Magazine | 46 ————



Kejriwal seemed to be a man in a hurry, from
delivering everything the common man wanted in
his daily life to punishing the corrupt as if he was
being sent to fulfil it and play the role of David, the
greatest underdog ever. And as a result, he and his
party made a litany of promises to Delhi, which he
rinses and repeats before every election.

Let’s start with water, one major poll plank of AAP.
“Hum Dilli mein saaf aur free paani denge” was the
promise. AAP has been promising the same thing
before Delhi goes to polls in these last 12 years. In
2014, they had promised clean and free pipe water
within 5 years. The reality is Delhi Jal Board, which
the AAP governs, has recorded a net loss of Rs 73630
crin 10 years. So, forget the promise of clean water;
images of people rushing to get water from tanks
and dirty water from taps have gone viral, a sad
indictment of the national capital.

They have also promised the women of Delhi the
“Mahila Samman Yojana”. However, their chequered
history of not being able to fulfil their similar
promise in Punjab, citing the Model Code of Conduct
and financial mismanagement in the state, does not
inspire much confidence that they would walk the
talk. Women's safety was something they had
hedged their bets on and had promised an
emergency button in mobile phones that would
alert the authorities, but there has been nothing to
show in 2024.

There were lofty, tall promises of elevating the
infrastructure of Delhi on the lines of international
standards and promised to spend Rs 400 crore, yet
the condition of roads in the capital city is no secret
to anyone and squarely put the blame on the
Lieutenant Governor(LG). Beautification of the city
was promised by turning the city into a 380
numbered lakes city, yet the brutal truth is it
requires a downpour for the entire city to be
drowned, with one image of a DTC bus caught in the
rains near Minto Bridge being a meme material.

Travel in metro and DTC bus rides were supposed to
be made free for women, yet a 2017 Hindustan
Times report claimed there were governmental
struggles to fix the transport issues, and an India
Today report highlighted an alarming lack of buses,

which contradicted a Supreme Court ruling which
had directed 10000 buses, whereas on the ground
there are only 7683 buses. The lack of public
transport buses led to the rise of private vehicles,
resulting in alarming pollution levels, which
brought us to the failure of the much-hyped
0Odd-Even scheme and the stubble burning in
Punjab.

“We will eradicate pollution” was promised in 2019;
the reality of the situation is stark and concerning,
with AQI levels high with the city being an echo
chamber and toxic foam in the Yamuna, contrary to
spending Rs 6856 crore to beautify and clean the
river. People are aware of the Ghazipur landfill,
which is another reason Delhi keeps being in the
news for the wrong reasons. It has gotten worse
despite, you know, all the promises made, inevitably
before election season, of finding a permanent fix. It
looks like a workaround is not even in sight. Then
comes their pet project, the Mohalla Clinics, which
the AAP government claims was applauded by
foreign-based media outlets. The harsh truth is the
Mohalla Clinics are in terrible condition, bereft of
doctors and medical equipment. And, of course, the
mammoth scale mismanagement during COVID
when government hospitals had run out of Oxygen

supply.

The above claims of big talk and less or no delivery
have been a catastrophic chain of bad governance
that has plagued Delhi. Winning handsome verdicts
was a show of faith in this party, which has come to
nought. With the municipal bodies also under AAP
now, any attempt to pass the buck will find no
takers. Delhi has been misruled and deserves better.
BJP has a solid 37-38% fixed vote share in the city,
which has always stood by it in any election. The
situation and ground are fertile and ripe for a
change in guard. BJP must reach out to the people,
highlighting false promises and words of AAP that
have not translated into deeds. BJP must talk about
its plan to solve the problems that people have
been facing in their daily lives.
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Bennett University

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal, has been a significant force in
Delhi's political landscape since its inception,
though failing to make any mark in Lok Sabha
elections. The people mandated Bhartiya Janta
Party to be the single largest party in 2013 - Delhi’s
state Assembly Elections with 31 seats, just 5 seats
short of the majority mark and the Aam Admi Party
with 28 seats. The people disgruntled with the
Indian National Congress brought down Congress to
just 8 seats. The entire AAP campaign was exposing
the corruption of INC, but by flipping sides, AAP
established an alliance with the Indian National
Congress and formed a government in Delhi. Arvind
Kejriwal, who is also the National Convenor of AAP,
became chief minister. Just within 49 days, the AAP
severed its alliance with INC and entered an
electoral truffle alone and formed the government
with impressive marks in 2015, securing 67 seats.
Again, in the 2020 election results, the AAP with
reduced seats obtained 62 seats, though securing a
clear majority. However, BJP maintained a landslide
victory in Lok Sabha Elections, with 7-0
consecutively in 2014, 19 and 24.
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While the party has garnered praise for its
self-bolstering claims and favouring media for its
focus on education, healthcare, and public services,
due to window-dressing of the primary healthcare
(mohalla-clinis) and schools, its economic
management has been a subject of intense scrutiny
and criticism. Even the (mohalla-clinis) flagship
health care scheme of the Delhi Government is not
without the allegations of financial irregularity. It is
alleged that some Mohalla Clinics allegedly ordered
and ran lakhs of "fake" pathology and radiology
tests on non-existent patients; if correct, it would
be irregularity worth hundreds of crore rupees. The
Delhi education model is also a hyperbola, created
by the leaders of AAP, the ballon of which got
busted by the affidavit of the Delhi Government,
filled in response to a PIL filed at Delhi High Court.
The petition highlighted that the schools have been
teaching students for 2 hours per day only or calling
them on alternative days as they don't have enough
infrastructure. The teacher-to-student ratio is
alarmingly high, reducing the time expected of each
student in schools.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is a byproduct of the
Anti-Corruption Movement, which sprung from the
Anna Protest in Delhi. Arvind Kejriwal, at the helm of
an anti-corruption protest against the then
incumbent congress government, decided to form a
political party to participate in the electoral
exercise, against the willingness of his Political
Guru, Anna Hazare. Out of the desired symbols of
‘Broom’, ‘Candle’, and ‘Tap’, the election commission

.
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on the 1st day of August 2013 allotted the Broom as
the election symbol to the Aam Admi Party. Broom
was seen as the epitome of clean and
corruption-free politics in Delhi.

The official website of APP claims Broom has
‘become a symbol of the party's core promise of
cleaning up the system - be it from corruption,
communalism, criminalisation and other evils of
politics", rather contrary to the claimed values and
principles APP practised every action, against which
it stood at the budding stage, to acquire peoples
mandate. The Himalayan paradox is Arvind Kejriwal,
the poster boy of the anti-corruption movement,
national convenor of AAP and the three-term Chief
Minister of Delhi, had to resign from the chair of
Delhi Chief Minister due to being incapacitated by
the Bail order passed by Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India, stating that “he shall not sign official files
unless it is required and necessary for obtaining
clearance/ approval of the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi... He will not interact with any of the
witnesses and/or have access to any official files
connected with the case.." in the case Arvind
Kejriwal Vs. Directorate Of Enforcement, Dating 10
May, 2024.

AAP's economic policies have often been
characterised by populist measures aimed at
garnering public support and votes devoid of any
long-term growth and infrastructural facilitation.
Among populist political moves, the most robustly
appropriated notable initiative has been the
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provision of free water and electricity to the
residents of Delhi. Under the Aam Admi Party’s
decade-long rule, Delhi’s revenue collection has
steadily declined, falling from 5.4% of GDP to 3.9%.
This decline has been attributed to inefficiencies in
tax collection and administration, a lack of
innovation in revenue generation, and over-reliance
on short-term electoral strategic gain. The impact of
this drop has been farreaching. A lack of
farsightedness has limited the city’s capacity to
invest in critical infrastructure and public services.
The Delhi High Court, in November 2024, voiced
similar concerns. A bench headed by Chief Justice
Manmohan reprimanded the Aam Admi Party
government for prioritising freebie-driven schemes
over necessary infrastructural development
required in Delhi.

Another contentious and critical issue has been the
government’s growing dependence on debt to
finance its populist measures and revenue
expenditure. In 201516, the Delhi government had a
budget surplus of 1.56%, but this fiscal balance has
since tipped into deficit, reducing the financial
soundness of the Delhi government. The city has
increasingly relied on borrowing to meet its
expenditure needs, culminating in a proposed loan
of 10,000 crores from the National Small Savings
Fund for the financial year 2024-25—ironically, just
months before the elections. This trend of
escalating debt raises valid questions about the
city’s long-term financial health and its ability to
manage its obligations responsibly. The bizarre is
Delhi  government's advertisement spending
increased by 4,200% from 2012 to 2022. When the
world was spending every single penny with utmost
caution and care of COVID-19, the Delhi government
spent 293 Crore on advertisements, which is a 93.2
Crore surplus than what the Delhi government
spent in 2019 - 20 (pre-COVID year).

Allegations of financial mismanagement have
further complicated the narrative of Aam Admi
Parties governance. Accusations of misusing
taxpayers' hard-earned contributions and engaging
in questionable financial practices have eroded
public trust in the incumbent political leadership
heading the Delhi government. For instance, the

government’s decision to extend honorariums to
Imams and Muezzins not directly under the Wagqf
Board’s purview—amounting to 14,000 and ¥12,000,
respectively—has been criticised as a glaring
example of politically motivated populism. To justify
appeasement politics based on communal lines, the
Delhi government announced honorariums for
Pundits and Granthis of 18,000/- month without
classifying and class or section, neither giving any
details of the source of funds to tackle the burden
on the exchequer. The perceived lack of
transparency and accountability in managing public
funds has further underscored doubts about AAP’s
governance model and financial credibility.

AAP’s economic management in Delhi is thus a
complex tale of contradictions and controversies
coupled with self-bolstering claims of miracles. Its
populist strategies may have won public favour in
the short term, aiding in garnering votes and public
support from state assembly elections but they
have also placed the city’s fiscal health on shaky
ground. The decline in revenue, rising debt, and
allegations of financial mismanagement, along with
corruption allegations, demand urgent course
correction. Moving forward, the Aam Admi Party
must transcend its obsession with optics and focus
on strengthening institutions, fostering stakeholder
collaboration, and grounding its policies in
evidence-based frameworks to reflect some
tangible outcomes. The Aam Admi Party is a party
born out of the Anna-Andolan (Anti-Corruption)
protest, which undermines the very essence and
cardinal principles of its formation and acceptance
by the public as an alternative to mismanagement
of the Indian National Congress. The involvement of
AAP in alleged corruption has left deep marks on
people's consciousness, as now the people are not
ready to accept the protests as genuine,
remembering the platform that protest facilitated
to a party that practised against what it stood for.
Only by prioritising genuine governance over
political expediency can it transform itself from a
party of promises to one that delivers enduring and
meaningful change. Until such a shift occurs, its
legacy will remain a cautionary tale of missed
opportunities and unfulfilled aspirations.
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