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Speech of
Prime Minister
Shri Narendra

Modi
on Victory in
Maharashtra
Election

TS gH I8l W Ud 3R fderas
HeTfdoTd &1 3094 74T & (¢ ghal
g 81 TS WERTS: W faebrarg ol
Siid g8 81 HeRTS H JergT & Sitd
g¢ 81 HERTY # = HTHIfSIP =T
# fasra g€ 21 3R wfea, e
HERT, § 3J0, B, T g a8 eRT
3, foUoHeRt ded BRt 81 3T
Tfeq aifdfead & gR gg 81 3
IRARETE BT BR §§ &1 31151 HERTS 7
faepfd YRd & Hehed b1 3R AsTgd
fasar €1 H G2 & WTSTUT &5, NDA &
It Bridi3i Pl ggd-agd quTS Tl

g, 37 GadbT 3MeT ot g1 H s
Ty foie S, W WA fim g
WU S, WTE 37foid YaR S, 37
Heeh! b1 W YR-YR T2 T gl



3TST Q20 & 3 AT W IUYATT &b Wt AcroT 31T €1 AT
St 7 fIvaR & gara €, safey # foxar # 781 57 &7 g
AR BT 1 gAY Uap e 3iR 3 € 21 gul, ITREs
3R IR J MTSTUT BT STHEAR 99T f&ar 81 39 &
AN A YTSTT WR iR Ueb IR MRINT STdTT &1 el U2l o
Y g% Ierdt et 21 figR ¥ Y vaEte &1 gmefq gar1 21
T fe@rar € f 221 39 fO% 3k 9% faerg argar g1 #
HERTE & A3l @, gAR garsil &1, fadves
ATAT3T-ag1 &1, g MTS-gal b1, o &l SdT &l

3TeIYdep THA BT §l

H SRS b SHAT Bl Wl THT BAT §l SFRES &b dof
fadTg & foiv g9 319 3R STeT edd ¥ & 1 3R
SN YTST9T BT Udh-Uh BrAdbd! 37T &% T BT

TERTSE & Al 7 S Sreer T &, @Y fawsfda yRd &
foIT 9gd 98T MR g4, oY fIfid YR & Tabeq HY
fafg &1 3murR g

BRATUN & &1¢ HERTS: &b GATd b1 HI Fad F27 Hael 8-
Uhojedl| U &, a1 A% 8- A 3MTST &2 PI HeTHF a9 bl
21 B 37R 396 ecosystem = T o7 fohb Afqum™ &
AH W g5 diddy, ARV & A0 W g dlela,
SC/ST/OBC &Y BI-BI THgl X gic &N af =g & &
foeR SITE | S 3R 39d FIfery Y 59 Arforer &
HERTSE 7 IR I WIS &3 &A1 €1 AERTSE 7 €6 BT Al
TR PBET2-Uh &, Al B 2l Yb 8 dl A & &b WG A SI11d,
yH, Y97 3R &3 & 917 W dsH aTdl &l Ja& [GEmar
®, oI Bl &1 ATCarHt HTS-ggAl 4 HT HTSTaT-NDA P1 ale
&, 3Neit yTs-ggAt 7 Y ITSTuT-NDA & are f&am, R

Bl ferarsit HERTSI=AT // HERTSM // 3161 &g
&/ qEYepoTr ATHAT // BT T | Baufd ferarsit
HERTS], 2MMgSil HERTS, HElHT Pol-HIfdaars B,
IR ATdSdR, TR JTRBR, AT ATed 3, W
HE AfdRidl Pl vRd! 7 89 IR R IR [aprs drs vl
3R Trfera, dta 50 A1t ® foadt MY uret ar fodt wi-urer
AR & g I I g€t S7d €1 3R b "eayet aq
H garar g1 I AR TR IR 8, ST HISTT &6 A H
fpat ToaHT BT TR HeRTS 7 3efiaie fou €, faern
AT 1 3R T ATAR R R &, ST HTSTUT HeRTSg §
a9 ISt Ul g IR B

J fAfeda ®u A Ufder@e &1 A WToTdT & TaT Aisd R
HEX 2| 37cbol MTSTUT I &1, BN 3R 39 T+t wearfal
J wel 3tfie T qeRTSE & ol 7 & 81 3 R@rar &
ST R 1 Td 37t &, a1 &2r {4 3R 4t Hretar i)
3R NDA ™R € ¥R $ar g1 ATferl, U 31k a1d & ST
3TaRT 3TR LRI B AT | HERTSE 21 BT BT I &, ford
HTSTAT &Y @TAR 3 R SRS &ar 81 399 Ugel M,
TToRTd, BARITE, BT, 3R 7eg weer ¥ g7 @aR diF

&ferd MTS-g8A1 7 ¥ YToTa1-NDA & ale f&am, 0T & &)
I F HTSTIT-NDA &Y a1e f&am| 3 i 31 St-oae
P IH T IPIGEH bl G W BIRT YER &, ST HATS Pl
gied &I YoisT I I8 |

TERTSE 7 NDA &1 sqfeiv WY v STer T &, Riife
g faer 3R foRTaa, QF1 &1 F1 Aax Ild & | HERTSS
BT TRAT W sat fngfaai ST 1 dioidt 3R W fag
BAUfd frarsil HERTSl 3IRT g8y 81 "HdR ®ufd
FHTSIT AERTST EART UROM €1 §A4 WA d1eT STed
&P R BT AMT 21 T AR AR H 8, Tel gAR FdeR
"2l

@I A HRIST MTNT o Ufd Ml ART U ST 81 BN &l
T 36 Y o5 T8 fBa1l gt WHAR ¥ WIS B
Classical Language T it f&&T1 AT HTST &7 THTH,
GXpiadl &1 THT 3R A8 BT I BAR AWPR |
®, BAR WMTd ® 21 3R # a7 gNem wedT §, ATqHTST BT

IR Sfid g €1 fogr # 1t NDA &1 3 aR & 1T IR
AR STATGer fAer g1 3R 60 AT & d1e 39 g
Il IR HiepT fem, A1 & €11 A ST BT §HR GoraT
P HIsel W fdoamy ? 37X 39 fd2amHq &1 e11¢ 7@ # g4
BIE PR BAR FThT T W |

H 3T HERTSE B SHAT-S11EA &l a9y 37fided AT
TTedl g1 AMAR d) IR RR&RAT BT AT I HERTS &b
T BT YgTqet P fewmar 1 &, dter # St 3ndt g it
7 fadR & PeT o1, $B ANl 7 °IET BIb AT YT
P DI BIALT B, Wb HERTSE 7 3BT ABR AT 21
37R 39 UTY Y IoIT AihT fierd & < &Y 81 TeRTSE 59 &
& folg T avg & 9gd Heaqul M &9 2, gafay
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T Adad 3191 |1 BT I | 3R gdifay 834 fasad
YRd & 70T & AT dTetfeel BT UTRNR F U W07} by
qTd BT EF 390 fdRRId W T4 &1 Wt enfAet fdsar| sa
HRA fadeerd Ml 3R favraa Ht &1 dbed odr &, a1 it
AT e @t 81 3neT faed gHRY WRpfa &1 W
PAT &, Fif §H SHBT THT &Id ol 379 37Tl Uid
Tl § HeRTSg faderg ff formad Wt & &t 557 & 91 aoF
T I 3T g

Sl g1l 297 & deot fHSTTST Bl T8] I T I8 &1 3 T
TS BT WIBR BT & T8l ared | A @I 317 ¥ IRa
& MM dIe? & fddd B B db ATHhd ol 32 BT
arex, 29I BT HdardT 37ERAT 78! ITgaT| oI BT e,




A2 B T MTIAT &b H1 &1 ST HHT BEE BT HUAT S&d
£, 3% Q20 BT aTeR YT TET BTl

%2l & & AT BT I, gAY AT DI IRBRI BT HY
HHE BYaT &1 a1 a@ar & fF <Y v Iy § 893
Promise &d &, 37! Performance &R I # &t
Bl HERTSE bl SHa1 7 Wt @ f dfed, demmr iR
ferTae ® HE AR HJ ST F fTearaard & &t

37T GUST HTH &1 TAT| By o Feft-Ue, farsert
ITIfd el & I8! 7, olfded fe ft w0 &1 EBR
2f@T, 39&T 3EBR ITdd 3T W &1 IS J ¢ fb
B 379 Ve WReid! grel 9 bl 81 B [ 3o
& 81, afed 3107 FIfeY Y A7 Bl Y gar &t &1 3
AERTSE B Y 897 I8t 4T &1 HeRTSE § By 3R 39b
TEEUT T AERTE Bl & 5 H T 4 A ER TS| 3METEN b &
e BT ISP ¢ 20 Wi M 21 I fmmar 2 &

HEEIECARSIER R IKTE AR E G U RS C IR R
BT 1Y, 36T BT G TSAT H T 82 AT BT &
TGS BT SdT 7 @RS B &A1 81 B T ST DY
THRTE B & folt IR ST b 379 G&ga d Had
IAR| a9 | ST AT HBA T8l 8l UTS| b AT al 3O
1< ot 3R AT & WA Yoisl IaTl

37TST HERTS: & STTQ20 T Ueh 3R Fael 8, R 2o 7 ks
IR b v € dfum g @t dfaur 8, aeamed
TSR BT Jfu™, YR BT Afder| i ot gree a1 9
& WIS, Qo H I FlTUT BT ITd BT, 39D a2 T a8
F THR M| B 3R 395 AT 7 ST-HeHR 7 fose
q 3MfEP-370 HI SR g9 BT Y fbar| af Jfaum
T 37YHE 81 HERTSE A 37! ATh-ITH §dT f&ar fb &
TET T | 319 AT bl BIg Wi drebd, 3R H B areil
P PEdl §, BT GIcAB T @, 39 AT b1 Wl Pedr
%, 379 T BT PIE I dTehd 370 BT AT T8 T Hepal |

HERTSE & &9 gATG A SEI ardl &I, I ETe! aral Pl
SHET I | <or b WA EieTa 19 T €1 g9 |9
ST €, STcAT TTed STk T 39 %2l b oy, AT b fag
ggd 9T I1Te 8T 8| BIUH 7 el & dATerd § 3Teh! Iref
& TP U B g1 B a1 of foram, axaR Wt fprar &, afds

P G2 HY gadT 8 3R GERY 1 Y galet &1 HERT ®
[ ST et W BT AT et 3a-7 & 981 §R g%
TEAITAT B Wt fAet| ar dar 3T €, gul S Ieal o
HTI 35 FENTEN ¥ R o weT of), A et o i
& AT BT o &b & TS SITd |

FAT-YE H BIUY P YRAR A, HiTuTT Dl g-fARaerdr o1
HTaAT BT - B AT 81 gAR Hfdur fAmfarsit 4 39
TG 47 H, faure & it i, feg I%pR 3R WRT &1
Sitd gY GeAfARUEHdT <1 378 T AT &T| e 2 b HETgSu]
= AT T ® 11 fEdeq & oft, 39t g9d IR W agd
foaR & ==t g ot @fed B & g9 gRar 7 3o
ARIARSH & 710 W 39 HgH W Bl qd18 Pb I
fean ®ilw 3 giea &1 St st grn, a1 dfaue
fwfarsil & wrer agd a1 faeargeaTd g1 3R A fagargaTd
¥ ggd formant & are dYet 8T g1 Aiau & i g4
TfRaR T faearrard 81 2! de B 7 & N T8t U
Tl BIUH J Gfeesrvr & g BILT IATY, oA BIE &
371N A P URATE ol DIl SHBT U 3aTe0T aah dI8
2| el & o dl =ies ST, grefrd 3 off fob 2014 7 &7
AN 4 WBR I ATA-S1d, fEowll P 37U B 34w
Fufadi aaw a1 &1 Gy <t off | a1ar H1ee 3Tdsa Sit 4
STt e g9 e € 9, 59 dfaum &Y e & fog g
Ufdeg €1 AfTu & aath BT BT IS T & el 2

P TRIT T81 B Febdl| SAf@Y B 3rETS! H Hidg &
1t gl Pl AT & 2ft, o at HiE J 1eTT Hied Bl
Al B aRie § $© 2 Ferare @1 31191 deb a
Y TEl R UTY 81 HY GE AT dR HIERPBR St Pl oAby
& ol B P g 7 AMAR GR &9 H &R HTaRP BT
3T b 2, 3% miferat & &1 HeRTs: 7 @ U & fag

oifepd Tty ot B 7 gfeeor & foiw aaw a1 St
ARl YT A &l ¥ gAY febar T aifd B &
IRaR &1 dicded g6 Hb | Hell G-fARuerdr ol Hid 3
T RE H JIGS &7 bl PIferel Bl B

BT b AMET TRAR BT TT-& a1 fapfd &1 TS &, &

3T @M 7 ORI IR FTaRSBR St Bl SRT SURT et AT
321 < fhar &1 difdT dR ITeReR &b du-amT & fag
TP g I TP IR Wt I TEl fAdar| I&t et Qe

3R HATST =TT BT JTaT bl H TR-I o e 21
Tep HHY T STq b BIUF AdT, §IRT St FHd, Fa STTd-9Td
& G dicdd &1 Ufeclbedl @M BT HHSTT I

21 Y feHTdr g fb 37 91 B IS <H T81 7, 3761 Hhdq
fad 31k fOth IR FraRa BT g1 BT 2l

YRA @Y IoTifd B 376 BT UTel, URoiidl g2 I8 TS
21 B UTef & fely 319 379 gH TR WRBR g4HT ATTdR
Hfedpet 81 @1 &1 B & & gl H SN 31T uael,
BT g2, Rifaba, eRATo 3R 377ST AERT, ®
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USdRCISSTHE BIUd & Wi 31TST Igl B 3R iy
HT Y URAR G BT TT-H@ B 2ATd B F g stfaare
BT STex edT T8T 21 59 AN 3 HTHTISTp =TT BT AT BIe
@ 21

T TRAR ! -4 S WA | ¢, fb 321 Ta by
a7l Y & W1 foraT €1 2T P 3eTT-37eT M N B R




STHT & B BRIGdl 8, R 916 & @ &, ST 3797
STHTA 1 U BT €6 8 &1 Afch 3TST BT B & foar
I, IR W, 377ed A 376! I T UdT I el ¢, fb A ar
HI T8 21 AT B ¥, 3MTdRE B A 3RIAIT Igd
STET 9 Y87 &1 37! 3TRd 3ART Tt ol 31757 3 WaR)

A wIEke amedt 81 diodt 39 e ¥ Iwe) Afaat A
T g, fofa & @ {1 ARy AT @ P IRd & R
T & §o7 21 2redt fasr § ia) &Y Mt dred fHerd!
81 MY e 7Y 37a¥R YT Pid 21 gART @ied ¢ fob
AR AR AT & Fd¥s gl B Joit #H 3¢ 3R

DI IR W, oifcbT HIaR 31T ggd el 8, AFdY Pl
STl Wb Yebl &1 Teb TRAR & & Nl Bl B
IAM FT &P ¢l [Ah T8 IRaR HIfda & g ATBIeA
21 URAR &1 39 I 7, 39 97 3 B # U 04T HIetd
g1 fem fo fopadY Mt Iufia g wrdedl & faT agf
BTH BT Jfedhal &1 AT &1 319 HIfaY, Big aref Hr
TrefAear 3 A% 3R &% uRar g1 o &1 Sdr
39T TeifRdsar A8 &1 3R o7 uTel 6t yrerfidsdr star
A7 8Y, a1 dlebas P iy agd & Jparer! gt 2

ST, TTEIT IRBR, 4T T8 &b g1 HBTH B 8l 2

Y o fbel & waT on 5 ¥ v @ O gansn &
TSI H ST <TedT §, ol IRaR &7 Ierifd I Big
TeY &1 3171 NDA & 31 VI IF{IaR| Pl Haardisil
T gHeA fear g1 H 38 9gd Y9 Hbd HHAT g1 A
3MTTN- ST, SAldbds B STI-URTSTT W Ieldl 8t | @fp
WTSTT T, NDA &1 &g it gA1a Sftae ae Hfad T8
2, TIRT Y % IR 99 d Wi T8 81 g7 o
g9 & feiy fAbel €1 87 YRd &l faofbd a4 & fag

BN BT URAR, FAT & 67 ST & 781 FebdT| FATd Sita
& AT A @ $B Wt I Twd E1 <feroT § SR IW By

bl €1 WA &1 & TR, NDA &1 & Brdehdi, HTeTaTl
BT & PRGB! fGA-7d g7 FeT 21 gHRI Siid BT 3TE,

TTAT AT, 3R H ST &f&I0T P TMTeft &A1, facer # ST
290 Y MTAT SATI 3R 37EHBR gadT fb a1 bt &1 7M1, A7
foseft 1 warfar 3k Gesmw gl dad &, ®/ A T

gAR SH Hbed Bl AR HSgd Pedl gl AR S gfaffer
AR 31T &, a1 g3t Hoheq & faw ufdag &1 g QA B W
IRAR BT STa 3 g9M[T 81 85 ddb g9, 3R I W

TT 0 dieTd T&T, Tet iU AR IFP YRAR DI Hel1g
g9 TS 21 37T BT BT &4 TRIeTdTE, YRd & JTH
Tep S AT &Y WeT B AT &1 3 37eH AA(cid] Bl
e dgiar, 297 & dTeR &1 3R sTfT It BY 39 37167
TRIATE § Igd AIGUTT 8T 81 3177 21 & gaT3il &,
T UM Pl I DI eblcbd Pl HASHT Tgd ST
H

519 # firselt g HTSTIT JEaTerd 33T oT, ay #Y gfaron
q Aol smeftafe o Mo a1d 61 2ff| a9 g6 BT S
oMt &= & @I A MY 31T 3meftale @ el 319 3
HaE 7, gUI A, AR A, HERTE & O 98 &I 7 30T
T I T 21 Qg &t b TR g, oredt &t b fAfge
FATT 81, & fhdT 7 YToTuT o1 gHdA faT & 3R v T
e i 21 ug Weer § Yo WRa &1, faeawadia
&Rl &I, AR HEMRI 7 fddbr &l AT 8, 3y
Infrastructure @ AT &1 3R FoH FEt 91d, 3=
T o A 37¢hT aTel] AT By TBR f&ar 21 3T
9T} AR e’ H Tolgd Wee & ShREFIR g9 b
oI TITAR BTH & IET 81 dTe Hel Aedd &l f[ddR &,
MYFIP gofred o &, PRed s iR Tgfg wgmnf
S 2GR UISTaed &, TIRUIEH &1 3TYfAhIaur gl,
2R\ Bl T<® T b igH &I, 9 T W dfiord] o1 agd
SITST SR &1 31757 BT QS IR o7 31T feifd T amedr 21
3R g7 99 & i 39hT MAET 9Tt W1 8, TSI W) 21

377ST STt &er & gaT3it Pl AV-AY Jored # 37aeR S BT
T 1 T8 21 BHRY 78 TEt gAdeq 3R Wréarg &
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STaT &1 59 81 32l & & ATTRE &l a7 BT 21 85 37
FUAT T GRT BIAT 8, ST Q20 b ATSTTE P HAdaTal 7, HRd
& T 3 &1 & e fIaf@d YR &1 IUAT TR
BT | T4 10 ATl # 84 R 1 a1 Pl aqdi qad
IS SBHHI F gfHAaT b uied] Fed g8t SBAMHT a1
fear g1 foeft T ¥t e, 3R /T ST 10 | Ui W ugd
T, 319 d ST 3R | 3R F 96 & fag § ey 78t
g3 A1 T ¥ & 919 URA giHAaT 1 Tt Had a8
37T AP T&T| BH fAADHR 3T qE, TPoIe Bl
3T gl dl & 18T TR - | ST ¥Td & 1, U &
.. U®% € dL.UP ¢ al..l H e gR o 3mg 3t &y
Igd-Igd THTE T §, SRATRIAT Pl FUTS &dl §, HeRTS:
& AN B 9T T Zat gl

A gy iy,
YRd HTdT &l 579,
e JTdRA |

ggd-dgd ¥=dIal

Source: www.narendramodi.in




The Congress Party is
realising the hard way that
making unreal promises is
easy but implementing them
properly is tough or
impossible. Campaign after
campaign they promise things
to the people, which they also
know they will never be able
to deliver. Now, they stand
badly exposed in front of the
people!
#FakePromisesOfCongress




BJP government works for villages, the
poor, the deprived, the exploited,
Dalits, youth, women, and farmers. The
BJP government is a responsible,
responsive, and accountable
government. This marks a cultural shift
and a change in political parameters.
Congress has never taken its

Remarks manifesto seriously. However, today,
Of the Mo'di.Ji has brought "report card.
politics," showcasing to the public that
BJP National whatever was promised has been
. delivered, and even what wasn’t
Pf@Sldent promised has also been delivered.

o Congress party consistently attempts
Shrl J.P Nadda to deceive the public during elections
with false promises. Congress
governments in Karnataka, Telangana
and Himachal Pradesh are deeply
immersed in the politics of
appeasement. While Congress claims
to stand and champion for OBCs, it is
the very party that has repeatedly
opposed reservations and denied SCs,
STs and OBCs their due rights.”

Source: BJP.ORG

=5
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Message
from the
BJYM National
President

Shri Tejasvi Surya

The Indian National Congress has
built its political narrative on a
foundation of grandiose promises
that often remain unfulfilled. This
pattern of governance is not just a
betrayal of public trust but also an
economic disaster for states and the
nation. Under Congress governance,
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, and
Telangana provide glaring examples
of how these policies are rooted in
deception, resulting in unsustainable
freebies, economic mismanagement,
and a failure to address core issues.
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In Karnataka, the Congress government has failed
its citizens on multiple fronts. By hiking prices of
basic essentials, it has added to the economic
burdens of ordinary people. The increase in
guidance values has shattered the dreams of
owning a home for many middle and lower-income
families. To fund its populist “guarantee schemes,”
the government has imposed additional taxes,
further straining the finances of its citizens. These
freebies, touted as welfare initiatives, have drained
the state’s resources without delivering significant
benefits. The failure to fill government vacancies,
despite a promise in the 2023 election manifesto to
do so within a year, has left the youth disillusioned
and jobless. Meanwhile, issues like the
mismanagement of the Kaveri River water dispute
have left farmers in distress, highlighting the
government’s incompetence in handling critical
regional concerns.

The situation is no different in Himachal Pradesh,
where Congress’s governance has exacerbated the
fiscal crisis. The party’s pre-election promises of
implementing the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) have
backfired, creating a massive financial burden on
the state exchequer. The reintroduction of OPS
might sound appealing, but it is economically
unsustainable and threatens to divert funds from
essential developmental projects. Himachal’s
developmental trajectory has further deteriorated
under Congress governance, with stalled
infrastructure projects and a lack of job
opportunities for the youth. The state’s heavy
reliance on debt to fund populist schemes has
pushed it further into financial instability, a trend
emblematic of Congress’s broader approach to
governance.

Telangana presents another example of Congress’s
inability to deliver on promises while fostering
divisive politics. The party’s failure to ensure fair
land distribution and resolve disputes equitably has
left marginalised communities, especially farmers,
in despair. The state's agriculture sector has been
neglected, with Congress offering little more than
symbolic gestures rather than real solutions to
address debt and resource management.
Additionally, the state’s fiscal health has worsened
under Congress’s populist policies, leaving little

room for sustained economic growth.

Across these states, Congress’s politics of false
promises is clear. Instead of addressing systemic
issues like job creation, infrastructure development,
and law and order, the party focuses on
unsustainable freebies to gain short-term electoral
benefits. This approach undermines long-term
growth and creates a cycle of dependency that
stifles innovation and economic resilience. The
burden of funding these promises falls squarely on
the taxpayers, with increased taxes and reduced

investments in  essential services further
deteriorating public trust.
Whether in Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, or

Telangana, the Congress model of governance has
consistently failed to deliver on its promises. Its
politics of deception—rooted in unsustainable
electoral  guarantees—has  proven to be
economically destructive and socially divisive.
India’s citizens deserve leadership that prioritises
sustainable development, job creation, and fiscal
responsibility, which can only be provided by the
BJP led by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

Vande Mataram!
Tejasvi Surya
MP Lok Sabha,
Bengaluru South
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The Indian National Congress has long relied on grand promises to win
elections. Yet, its governance track record reveals a consistent pattern of
unfulfilled commitments, fiscal irresponsibility, and policy failures that have
left states struggling and citizens disillusioned. Across Karnataka, Himachal
Pradesh, Telangana, and beyond, Congress’s politics of hollow assurances has
exposed its inability to deliver on its lofty claims, underscoring the urgent
need for accountability and reform.
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In Karnataka, Congress rode to power in 2023 on the
back of its “five guarantees,” promising
transformative welfare schemes like Gruha Lakshmi
for women and Yuvanidhi for unemployed youth.
However, the Siddaramaiah-led government has
failed to deliver on these promises. According to a
recent report, only 3% of the Congress's election
commitments have been fulfilled, while over 70%
have yet to even begin. Infrastructure woes in
Bengaluru, a critical economic hub, remain
unresolved, with flooding and traffic chaos
worsening due to inadequate planning. Corruption
scandals involving prominent Congress leaders
have further eroded public trust, highlighting the
administration's ethical lapses and governance
shortcomings.

In Himachal Pradesh, Congress’s electoral success
in 2022 was anchored on promises like
implementing the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) and
creating five lakh jobs. However, the state faces a
fiscal crisis due to reckless borrowing to fund OPS
and other welfare schemes. Public employees are
experiencing salary delays, while infrastructure
projects vital to tourism and agriculture—the
backbone of Himachal's economy—have stalled. Key
promises, including providing allowances to
unemployed youth and monthly stipends for
women, remain largely unfulfilled, leaving citizens
frustrated and trust eroded.

In Telangana, Congress’s ambitious manifesto
included promises such as loan waivers for farmers
and the Mahalakshmi scheme for women. Yet, over
22 lakh farmers continue to struggle with debt due
to delayed implementation of loan waivers, leading
to increased distress and even suicides. Meanwhile,
schemes aimed at empowering women and
supporting unemployed youth have remained on
paper, with no significant action taken. Financial
mismanagement has deepened Telangana's
economic challenges, as the government borrows
heavily without introducing impactful reforms.

Across states, Congress has consistently failed to
address unemployment. Programs like Yuvanidhi in
Karnataka and job promises in Himachal Pradesh
have seen little progress. Even at the national level
during UPA rule, unemployment rates hovered
around 9-10%, with limited efforts to create

sustainable, long-term jobs.

Congress’s assurances of loan waivers and
subsidies have repeatedly fallen short. Congress’s
promises of building roads, bridges, and power grids
often remain incomplete. For example, Bengaluru’s
Metro expansion and peripheral ring road projects
have been delayed for years, causing immense
frustration among citizens.

Congress’s governance model is defined by
short-term populism rather than long-term vision.
The party makes extravagant commitments, from
subsidised electricity schemes to free bus services,
without accounting for fiscal sustainability.
Karnataka alone spends over ¥53,000 crore annually
on Congress’s welfare promises, diverting resources
from crucial sectors like education and
infrastructure. Similarly, Telangana and Himachal
Pradesh face ballooning debts due to poorly
planned welfare initiatives.

The Congress party’s failures underscore the
importance of governance rooted in accountability,
fiscal discipline, and transparency. Short-term
populism must give way to policies that foster
sustainable growth, create jobs, and prioritise
infrastructure development. “Congress Promised,
Congress Failed” has become a recurring theme
across India’s states, reflecting a consistent pattern
of broken promises, mismanagement, and
inefficiency. As voters, it is imperative to scrutinise
political claims and demand governance that
delivers meaningful change. India deserves state
governments who prioritise long-term progress over
short-term political gains. Only then can the nation
move beyond the cycle of hollow assurances and
achieve its true potential.
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Congress

Promised,

Congress
Failed

Pushyamitra Bhargav,
Mayor of Indore
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Over the years, the dynastic Congress party has
made numerous promises to the electorate,
projecting itself as a champion of youth, farmers,
economic growth, and social welfare. However, the
track record has been dismal in many aspects when
it comes to delivering on these promises. This
article critically examines the key areas where
Congress failed to deliver on its promises and
highlights the impact of this failure on the Indian
populace.

Unemployment: Policy Paralysis & Empty Promises
for the Youth

During the 2004 Lok Sabha elections, Congress
pledged to create 1 crore jobs annually and at least
one job for a member of each family but delivered a
bleak reality. Schemes like MNREGA and NREGA,
while providing temporary relief, failed to address
the root cause of unemployment. Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act failed to
produce meaningful long-term jobs as the scheme
primarily focuses on unskilled labourers, limiting its
potential for long-term economic impact. There
were no genuine efforts to bridge the skill gap for
these labourers, which in turn would have
contributed to long-term economic growth.

=250t oferd efed’



The promise of "jobless growth" under UPA regimes
became a stark reality, leaving millions of youths
unemployed. Some 20 months after hotly
contesting data on UPA-1's “jobless growth”, the
government admitted to a lack of substantial
increase in employment between 2004-05 and
2009-2010, with the self-employed workforce
shrinking from 56.4% to 50.7% of the total
workforce. During this era, National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC) operations to fulfil
the skill gap vastly failed in the absence of proper
monitoring and evaluation of its programs, limited
focus on industry-specific skill development, lack of
focus on rural and marginalised groups and
over-reliance on private sector partners.

According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE), the unemployment rate during
UPA’s tenure consistently hovered around 9-10%,
reaching an all-time high of 9.9% in 2013, its highest
since the 1970s. In Punjab, where Congress came to
power in 2017, unemployment among youth had
risen to 30.4% by 2018, according to the National
Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data, highlighting the
failure of job schemes at the state level.

Farmers' Welfare: Broken Promises to the Nation’s
Backbone

Agriculture has long been the cornerstone of India’s
economy, and Congress has repeatedly promised to
support farmers through loan waivers and subsidies
for crops. In 2004 and in 2009, the Congress
promised direct income to farmers. After running
the government for 10 years, they did nothing about
it. Also, Congress-led state governments, notably in
Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, have
failed to deliver on their commitments to farmers.
The much-touted promise of waiving loans for
farmers was no more than a sand of rope, with the
notable struggle of many farmers under debt
despite the then government's assurances, even
leading to suicides in the news. For instance, In
2018, the Congress government in Madhya Pradesh
promised farm loan waivers amounting to 32 lakh
crore, but the implementation was riddled with
delays due to lack of political will, eventually
leaving farmers bare hands. It was under the Modi
government that a decision was taken to give Rs
6,000 to poor farmers. Surprising farmers, it was

implemented within 24 days.

Economic Growth and Investment: Promises vs.
Reality

Economic policies promised by Congress have
grossly failed to deliver tangible results. During
their time in power, Congress had committed to
spurring industrial development and attracting
investments to boost the economy. Congress
promised in 2009 that it would improve the
economy, and from April 1, 2010, it would implement
the GST. But they did not improve the economy; the
growth rate kept falling, inflation kept rising,
interest rates kept rising, and the fiscal deficit
reached 6.5 per cent. Considering investments,
there isn’t substantial enough to highlight or
examine critically as it's more about debt, issued
bonds, and deficits during Congress governance.

Social Welfare Schemes: Unmet Expectations

In terms of social welfare, Congress has made
various promises regarding health, education, and
social protection for marginalised communities.
Though a few schemes were brought in, the lack of
administration of those schemes couldn’t really
move the mountain and make any impact.

Congress promised to give the economically weaker
sections reservations in 2004 and 2009. However, it
was only under the Modi government that this
significant social change was implemented in 2019
based on the Sinho Commission’s
recommendations.

Infrastructure Development: Unfinished Projects
Infrastructure development, particularly in the
fields of roads, electricity, and water supply, was a
major promise of the Congress party, and they failed
disastrously in all of them. Specifically, the promise
of providing electricity to every home in the country
in 2004 and again in 2009. The then Congress
president even said in 2004 that within 3-5 years,
we will provide electricity to every home. However,
Congress failed habitually. Following it, in 2014,
when the BJP government rose to power, it was
found that a total of 18,452 villages were
un-electrified. Within five years, the BJP electrified
all remaining villages.

Public Safety and Law Enforcement: Inaction in
Addressing Crime
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While Congress has pledged to improve law
enforcement and public safety, especially in the
context of women’s security, the ground reality is
starkly different. In states like Delhi, where
Congress had a significant influence on governance,
the nation witnessed the worst-ever Nirbhaya case.
There were rising concerns about law enforcement's
inability to curb terrorist violence, including but not
limited to the parliament attack, the Mumbai attack
and a long list to follow. Despite repeated promises
of greater police reforms, the Congress party failed
to address systemic issues. Even while in
opposition, the Congress party and its allies
couldn’t stop themselves from questioning surgical
strikes.

Fiscal Management: The Debt Trap

Fiscal mismanagement is one of the key criticisms
of the Congress-led governments, both at the
national and state levels. Congress promised sound
fiscal policies and budget management but often
resorted to unsustainable borrowing, leading to
high levels of public debt. The paragon of such debt
is oil bonds issued by the Congress-led UPA
government. The interest on oil bonds paid in the
last seven years totalled Rs 70,195.72 crore. Of the Rs
1.34 lakh crore of oil bonds, only Rs 3,500 crore of
principal has been paid, and the remaining Rs 1.3
lakh crore is due for repayment by 2025-26.

The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act was repeatedly violated as government
borrowing spiralled out of control. India’s fiscal

deficit crossed 5% of GDP in several years under the
Congress regime, contributing to a rising public
debt burden.

Environmental and Sustainability Commitments: A
Missed Opportunity

Congress’s environmental policies were often
framed as progressive, promising to tackle
pollution, ensure sustainable development, and
focus on green policies. However, the reality has
been far from the vision. In states like Punjab,
where agricultural practices heavily depend on
chemical fertilisers and pesticides, Congress failed
to introduce concrete policies to promote organic
farming or reduce air and water pollution.

The Gaps Between Rhetoric and Reality
Congress’s political promises have often been lofty,
but the execution has been dismal. From
unemployment to farmer distress, economic growth
to social welfare, from one rank one pension
promise to missing social security system, the
party’s track record is riddled with broken promises
and half-hearted attempts at implementation. The
party’s promises were often not backed by sufficient
planning, funding, or political will, leading to unmet
expectations and a growing credibility gap. The
theme “Congress Promised, Congress Failed”
encapsulates the party’s struggle to translate
electoral promises into lasting, tangible change for
the people of India.
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Unfulfilled
Promises
and
Governance
Failures in
Telangana

PM Sai Prasad,
National Treasurer, BJYM

When the Congress party came to power in
Telangana, by making tall promises of
transformation and good governance. Pledges such
as loan waivers, welfare schemes, and job creation
painted a vision of a better future under Congress
rule. Yet, as the government nears its first year in
office, this vision has been overshadowed by
mounting criticism, unfulfilled promises, and an
erosion of public trust. The manufactured narrative
of good governance that propelled Congress to
victory now stands juxtaposed with a reality marked
by inefficiency, scandals, and unmet expectations.

The Promises That Won an Election

In the lead-up to the elections, the Congress party
presented an ambitious manifesto that aimed to
address Telangana’s most pressing issues. Among
its six flagship “guarantees” were promises to
waive farmer loans, provide financial support to
women through the Mahalakshmi scheme, offer
unemployment benefits, and subsidise electricity
and cooking gas for households. These
commitments, alongside a broader list of 66
promises, were designed to attract voters across
socio-economic strata.

The guarantees were accompanied by high-profile
endorsements from Congress leaders, with
assurances that these programs would be
implemented within 100 days of forming the
government. For a state grappling with farmer
distress, unemployment, and rising costs of living,
these promises seemed like a panacea. The
electorate placed its faith in Congress, expecting a
new era of inclusive development and governance.

A Year of Broken Promises

As the first anniversary of the Congress government
approaches, the gap between pre-election promises
and post-election performance has widened
significantly. Farmers, who were promised
immediate loan waivers, have been left waiting.
Reports suggest that over 22 lakh farmers continue
to struggle with mounting debts, with many pushed
to the brink of despair. Tragically, there have been
instances of farmer suicides, highlighting the
human cost of delayed action.

Unemployment, another key issue in Telangana,
remains unaddressed. Congress pledged to create
two lakh government jobs within a year, yet there
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has been little movement on recruitment drives. The
promised financial support for unemployed youth
has also failed to materialise, leaving many feeling
betrayed. Similarly, schemes aimed at empowering
women, such as the Mahalakshmi program and
subsidies on essential goods, have either been
delayed or remain unimplemented.

The Congress government’s inability to deliver on
its commitments has not only disillusioned its voter
base but has also provided fodder for political
opponents. Both the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) have seized
on these failures, releasing chargesheets detailing
the administration’s shortcomings and accusing it
of betraying the trust of the people.

Governance Challenges and Scandals

Beyond unfulfilled promises, the Congress-led
administration has faced significant governance
challenges. A lack of strategic vision and execution
has led to inefficiencies in critical areas such as
infrastructure, healthcare, and education.

One of the most contentious issues has been land
acquisition. The government has been accused of
forcibly acquiring land from poor farmers and
demolishing homes under the guise of urban
development projects like the Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Assets Protection Agency (HYDRAA).
These actions have sparked protests and drawn
criticism for prioritising corporate interests over the
welfare of marginalised communities.

Financial mismanagement has further compounded
the state’s problems. Telangana’s fiscal health has
been called into question, with reports indicating
that the government borrowed %46,118 crore from
the Reserve Bank of India over nine months without
initiating new projects. The state’s debt burden
continues to grow, raising concerns about its ability
to fund essential services and development
initiatives.

The healthcare sector, too, has been neglected.
Unpaid dues under the Arogyashri scheme, which
provides financial assistance for medical treatment,
have left patients in private hospitals struggling to
access care. In the education sector, incidents of
food poisoning in state-run schools have
highlighted lapses in safety and oversight,

undermining public confidence in the government’s
ability to provide basic services.

Adding to these governance failures are allegations
of corruption and nepotism. Accusations of land
scams and misuse of funds have tarnished the
administration’s image, with opposition leaders
accusing the Congress of perpetuating the same
practices it once condemned.

Public Sentiment and Opposition Critique

The Congress government’s inability to deliver on
its promises and address governance issues has
fueled public dissatisfaction. Protests by farmers,
students, and civil society groups have become
increasingly common, reflecting widespread
frustration with the administration’s performance.
Political opponents have capitalised on this
discontent. The BJP has accused the administration
of suppressing dissent, mismanaging public
finances, and failing to deliver on welfare promises.
Similarly, the BRS has pointed out the Congress’s
inability to address systemic issues, accusing it of
hypocrisy and political opportunism.

The Broader Implications

The challenges facing the Congress government in
Telangana have broader implications for the party’s
national narrative. Rahul Gandhi’s rhetoric of “Save
the Constitution” and “Mohabbat Ki Dukaan,” which
emphasises democratic values and social justice,
stands in stark contrast to the ground realities in
Telangana. The inability to implement promised
reforms and address governance challenges risks
undermining the credibility of the Congress’s
broader political message.

Moreover, the situation in Telangana serves as a
cautionary tale for political parties that rely on
populist promises to secure electoral victories.
While welfare schemes and subsidies can be
effective in mobilising voters, their sustainability
and implementation require careful planning and
fiscal discipline. The Congress’s experience in
Telangana highlights the risks of overpromising and
underdelivering, particularly in a politically
competitive landscape.
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The Indian GOP’s
Sigh-ance on Science

Dr. Mrittunjoy Guha Majumdar
Member Editorial Team, BJYM Magazine

The Congress party, one of the oldest political
entities in India, has a rich history intertwined with
the nation's journey post-independence. However, in
recent decades, it has faced significant criticism for
its inability to fulfill key promises, particularly in
the areas of science and technology. This critique
has intensified under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who has accused Congress
of fostering a “culture of fake promises." He
highlights that many commitments made by
Congress during its rule have remained unfulfilled,
leading to disillusionment among the electorate.
The party's historical legacy includes ambitious

plans for technological advancements and
infrastructure development. However, critics argue
that despite these grand visions, Congress has
often failed to deliver on its promises. For instance,
initiatives aimed at enhancing India's technological
capabilities and fostering innovation have not
materialised as expected. This perception of
inadequacy is particularly pronounced in states
governed by Congress, such as Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Telangana, where Modi claims that
developmental trajectories are stagnating and
existing schemes are being diluted or mismanaged.
Since 1947, one of the primary criticisms is that




while the Congress government initiated various
ambitious projects, many of these efforts were not
sustained or effectively implemented over the long
term. Although the establishment of institutions
like the Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) began
under Congress leadership, the pace of expansion
and modernisation in technical education has often
been criticised as inadequate compared to the
growing demands of a rapidly evolving global
economy.

The Congress party's approach to science and
technology has been characterised by inconsistency
and a lack of strategic vision. While there have been
notable achievements during earlier decades—such
as the Green Revolution, which transformed India's
agricultural landscape and made the country
self-sufficient in food grains—the party struggled to
maintain momentum in agricultural research and
technological advancement. The initial gains were
not consistently built upon, leading to stagnation in
agricultural productivity and innovation. India's
milestones in nuclear technology and space
exploration during Congress's rule, such as the
establishment of the Atomic Energy Commission in
1948 and the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) in the 1960s, were often followed by periods
of neglect and underfunding. The focus on heavy
industries and large-scale projects sometimes
overshadowed smaller-scale innovations and
technologies that could have addressed local needs
more effectively. Furthermore, while significant
investments were made in infrastructure and
energy during the first few Five-Year Plans, critics
argue that these investments did not translate into
sustainable growth or widespread benefits for all
sectors of society.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has made significant strides in science and
technology, positioning India as a global player in
various scientific domains. One of the most notable
achievements has been the successful landing of
Chandrayaan-3 on the moon's south pole in August
2023. This historic feat not only marked India as the
first country to achieve this milestone but also
showcased its growing capabilities in space
technology, reinforcing India's ambition to lead in

global space exploration. The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has seen remarkable progress
during this period, completing over 166 missions
from 2014 to 2018 alone. The Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV) has become a workhorse for ISRO,
successfully launching numerous satellites for both
domestic and international clients. Noteworthy
missions include the launch of 104 satellites in a
single PSLV flight, demonstrating India's advanced
capabilities in  satellite  deployment and
cost-effective space missions.

The BJP government has significantly increased
public funding for research and development (R&D),
with expenditure rising from approximately 60,000
crore in 2010-11 to around 1.2 lakh crore recently.
This increase reflects a strong commitment to
fostering innovation and economic growth through
sustained investment in science and technology.
The establishment of indigenous semiconductor
manufacturing facilities is another critical
achievement, aiming to address supply chain
vulnerabilities exposed during global crises and
position India as a major player in the global
electronics  manufacturing sector. Moreover,
substantial investments have been made in
emerging  technologies such as artificial
intelligence  (Al), quantum computing, and
biotechnology, further solidifying India's status as a
hub for technological innovation. The government's
focus on enhancing India's bio-economy has yielded
impressive results, with growth from $10 billion in
2014 to over $130 billion projected by 2024. These
strategic expansions highlight the effectiveness of
policies aimed at promoting biotechnology and
related fields.

Initiatives like the National Research Foundation
(NRF) have been introduced to streamline funding
for scientific research across various disciplines,
including social sciences and humanities. India's
global standing in scientific research has improved
markedly, now ranking among the top five nations
for scientific publications and climbing from 81st to
40th place in the Global Innovation Index since
2014. Patent filings have surged, exceeding
90,000—marking the highest number in two
decades—reflecting a vibrant ecosystem of
innovation. The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has
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played a crucial role in nurturing entrepreneurship
and innovation among youth, establishing over
10,000 tinkering labs in schools and supporting
more than 4,000 start-ups. This emphasis on
fostering an innovative ecosystem represents a
significant departure from previous approaches to
technological development.

For a party that self-advertises as a champion of
climate justice, one of the most overlooked
critiques of Congress's technological approach lies
in its environmental and climate technology
policies. Despite early recognition of climate
challenges, the party consistently failed to develop
a comprehensive strategy for green technologies
and sustainable innovation. The National Action

Plan on Climate Change, launched in 2008,
remained largely aspirational, with minimal
concrete implementation. Critical sectors like

renewable energy saw sporadic and inconsistent
support, with solar and wind energy policies
characterised by frequent policy reversals,
uncertain subsidies, and regulatory inconsistencies.
This approach deterred significant foreign and
domestic investments in clean technology, causing
India to lag behind other emerging economies in
green technology development. Moreover, the
party's environmental policies often prioritised
bureaucratic ~ compliance  over  meaningful
technological innovation, creating a regulatory
environment that was more focused on reporting
and  documentation rather  than  actual
technological  solutions to environmental
challenges.

Another significant yet underexplored critique
involves Congress's approach to cybersecurity and
digital infrastructure technologies. Given that the it
gave away kilometres of land in Ladakh over the
years to the Chinese, it is not surprising that they
fell quite short in even envisioning the novel areas
of warfare and strategic manoeuvrings in
contemporary geopolitics. Despite being in power
during the initial digital transformation of India, the
party failed to develop a comprehensive
cybersecurity framework that could protect national
digital assets and citizen data. The absence of
robust cyber defence policies left critical
infrastructure vulnerable to potential technological

threats. Furthermore, Congress's digital policy often
appeared reactive rather than proactive, with
minimal investment in developing indigenous
cybersecurity technologies and capabilities. The
party's approach to digital governance was
characterised by a fragmented approach, with
different government departments operating in
silos, preventing the development of a unified,
strategic approach to digital technology and
security. This systemic weakness became
increasingly apparent as cyber threats became
more sophisticated, exposing significant gaps in
India's technological preparedness and national
security infrastructure.

Comparative analysis reveals stark differences
between Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in their commitment to science and
technology. While Congress is often perceived as
having unfulfilled promises, the BJP has effectively
positioned itself as a party dedicated to delivering
tangible results. This narrative is reinforced by the
BJP's focus on space exploration, exemplified by the
Chandrayaan-3 mission, which not only showcased
India's technical capabilities but also inspired
national pride and enthusiasm for science among
citizens. The increase in research and development
(R&D) investment under the BJP government
signifies a strategic shift towards prioritising
innovation as a driver of economic growth. The
government has significantly boosted funding for
research initiatives, aiming to foster an
environment conducive to scientific inquiry and
technological advancement—an area where critics
argue Congress fell short.

As we work towards the dream of a Vikasit Bharat by
2047 - a hundred years since independence, these
contrasting narratives will likely play a significant
role in shaping the collective consciousness and
thinking of our people regarding two very different
visions for the nation's technological landscape. The
hope remains that science will be championed not
as a political tool but as a genuine pathway to
national advancement and global competitiveness.
There can, after all, be no place for sigh-ance in the
pursuit of comprehensive development!
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The Congress party's victory in the 2022 Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elections was driven by a slew of
ambitious promises aimed at appealing to the
state’s diverse electorate. The party vowed to
implement generous welfare schemes, improve
infrastructure, and boost employment
opportunities. However, two years into its tenure,
the Congress government has faced mounting
criticism for failing to deliver on its promises while
exacerbating the state’s fiscal and administrative
challenges.

Fiscal Irresponsibility

The state's deteriorating financial health is one of
the most significant issues. Under Congress's
governance, Himachal Pradesh has witnessed a
sharp rise in debt. Reckless borrowing to fund
populist schemes has ballooned the state’s fiscal
deficit, with reports indicating that Himachal’s
debt-to-GDP ratio has crossed alarming thresholds.
The government’s inability to strike a balance
between welfare spending and revenue generation
has led to cuts in developmental projects, adversely
affecting key sectors like tourism and agriculture.
For instance, the Congress government’s flagship
schemes, including old-age pensions and subsidies,
were introduced without a clear roadmap for
funding. As a result, the state has struggled to meet
its financial commitments, prompting criticism

- .




from economists and political opponents alike.
Moreover, delays in salary disbursements to
government employees have further eroded public
trust in the administration.

Policy Failures and Stagnation

Beyond fiscal mismanagement, the Congress
government has failed to implement policies that
drive sustainable development. Himachal Pradesh,
known for its tourism and horticulture industries,
has suffered due to a lack of innovative policy
measures. Stakeholders in the tourism industry
have lamented the government’s inability to
revamp infrastructure or introduce reforms to
attract more visitors. Similarly, farmers engaged in
apple cultivation—a backbone of the state's
economy—have  expressed  frustration  over
inadequate support in terms of subsidies, cold
storage facilities, and access to markets.

The Congress government’s decision to halt or scale
back on infrastructure projects initiated by the
previous BJP government has drawn significant ire.
Projects aimed at improving road connectivity in
rural areas and expanding hydroelectric power
capacity were either delayed or shelved,
undermining the state’s economic potential.

Unfulfilled Promises

Several promises made during the election
campaign remain unfulfilled. The Congress
government had assured job creation for the state’s
youth, yet unemployment rates continue to rise. The
much-publicized promise of providing an allowance
to unemployed graduates has remained a mere
announcement, leaving the state’s educated youth
disillusioned.

Additionally, women and marginalised
communities, who were promised enhanced social
security measures, have seen little improvement in
their living conditions. Critics argue that the
government’s failure to address these concerns has
widened socio-economic disparities in the state.

Impact on Public Sentiment

Public dissatisfaction has been further amplified by
the government’s perceived lack of transparency
and accountability. Allegations of corruption and
nepotism  have emerged, tarnishing the
administration's credibility. Local protests and

agitations over issues such as stalled development
projects, inadequate healthcare facilities, and poor
public services have become increasingly common.
Even Congress’s own allies and party workers have
raised concerns over the lack of direction in

governance. Internal discord and factionalism
within the party have further hampered
decision-making, leaving the administration in
disarray.

Comparisons with BJP’s Governance

Critics of the Congress government often draw
comparisons with the previous BJP administration,
which had focused on infrastructure development
and boosting tourism. The BJP’s emphasis on
long-term projects, such as building all-weather
roads and enhancing hydroelectric  power
generation, had positioned Himachal Pradesh as an
emerging hub for renewable energy and sustainable
tourism.

Under the Congress government, however, these
initiatives have stalled, undermining the state’s
progress. Observers argue that while BJP’s
governance prioritized creating a conducive
environment for investment and growth, the
Congress regime has been bogged down by
short-term populism and inefficient governance.

The Way Forward

To restore public trust and ensure sustainable
development, the Congress government in
Himachal Pradesh must undertake urgent reforms.
This includes introducing transparent fiscal policies,
prioritizing key infrastructure projects, and
implementing schemes that genuinely address the
needs of farmers, youth, and marginalized
communities. Collaboration with private sector
stakeholders to boost tourism and agriculture could
also provide much-needed economic impetus.

In conclusion, the Congress government in
Himachal Pradesh finds itself at a crossroads. The
gap between its lofty promises and ground realities
has not only hurt its credibility but has also
hindered the state’s growth prospects. Without
decisive and reform-oriented action, the party risks
losing public confidence ahead of the next election
cycle.
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Crumbling
Promises:

Karnataka and
Limit of Fake
Promises by

Congress

The Congress party's electoral success in Karnataka
in 2023 came with high expectations and promises
of transformative governance. Buoyed by its “five
guarantees” and an overarching message of
equality and social justice, the party leveraged
slogans like Rahul Gandhi’s “Save the Constitution”
and “Mohabbat Ki Dukaan” to craft an image of
ethical and inclusive governance. While these
themes resonated with some voters nationally,
their effectiveness in addressing Karnataka’s
mounting governance challenges has been limited.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s administration now
faces growing criticism for its inability to address
real-world issues, ranging from crumbling
infrastructure to a spate of corruption scandals and
fiscal mismanagement.

Infrastructure: A Lingering Crisis

Karnataka’s infrastructure woes, particularly in
Bengaluru, have become a glaring testament to the
governance deficit. Bengaluru, the state’s economic
engine and a global IT hub, has long struggled with
inadequate urban planning, poorly maintained
roads, and insufficient drainage systems. The
situation worsened dramatically during the recent
monsoon season, as torrential rains led to severe
flooding, damaged roads, and crippled daily life for
residents. Major tech companies and startups in the
city, vital to the state’s economy, have voiced
concerns over the infrastructural decline, which
threatens Bengaluru’s status as India’s “Silicon
Valley.”

Akshit Dahiya
Vice-President, BJYM Haryana

Despite public outcry and repeated assurances, the
Congress government has failed to present or
execute a coherent plan to address these issues.
Experts argue that decades of neglect, exacerbated
by political inertia, have left Bengaluru ill-equipped
to handle its rapid urbanisation. The Siddaramaiah
administration’s inability to prioritise and invest in
urban development underscores a broader lack of
strategic vision.

The Shadow of Corruption Scandals

The Congress-led government in Karnataka has also
been plagued by scandals that have eroded public
trust and tarnished its moral standing. High-profile
cases, such as the resignation of Minister B.
Nagendra following a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into financial irregularities
involving Scheduled Tribe funds, have exposed
systemic flaws in governance. Similarly, Congress
MLA Satish Sail’'s conviction in the Belikeri illegal
mining scam has reignited allegations of ethical
lapses within the party.

What makes these scandals particularly damaging
is their symbolic irony. Siddaramaiah, who once
championed the fight against illegal mining as an
opposition leader, now finds his administration
associated with figures involved in the very
practices he once decried. The inclusion of tainted
leaders like Nagendra and Sail in the Congress ranks
has drawn widespread criticism, signalling a shift
from principled politics to opportunistic alliances.
This erosion of ethical governance has not only
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disillusioned voters but also created a perception of
Congress as a party willing to compromise its ideals
for political expediency.

The Fiscal Burden of Populism

At the heart of the Congress’s election campaign in
Karnataka were its “five guarantees,” welfare
programs designed to uplift economically
marginalised communities. These  promises
included free electricity, unemployment allowances,
and subsidies for women and farmers. While these
initiatives played a significant role in securing
electoral victory, their implementation has come at
a steep financial cost.

The state’s budget has been stretched to
unsustainable levels, with resources diverted from
critical  sectors such as higher education,
healthcare, and infrastructure development.
Universities and colleges across Karnataka have
reported severe funding shortages, affecting their
ability to maintain infrastructure, hire faculty, or
launch new programs. Observers have drawn
parallels between the plight of Karnataka’s
educational institutions and struggling small
businesses, both grappling with limited financial
support.

Thoughtless “five guarantees” and their execution
reflect poor planning and short-sightedness. By
focusing overwhelmingly on short-term welfare
measures, the Congress government has overlooked
the need for sustainable economic growth and
capacity building. The result is a growing fiscal
deficit, with long-term consequences for the state’s
developmental trajectory.

Public Sentiment: Disillusionment and Protests
The combined effect of poor infrastructure,
corruption scandals, and fiscal strain has left
Karnataka’s electorate increasingly disillusioned.
Protests have erupted across the state, with
citizens demanding better governance and
accountability. From urban residents frustrated with
Bengaluru’s traffic chaos to rural communities
affected by delayed welfare disbursements, the
discontent is palpable.

Even within the Congress party, dissent is brewing.
Reports of factionalism and internal power
struggles have further undermined the

administration’s ability to present a united front.
Siddaramaiah’s leadership, once seen as a strength,
is now being questioned by allies and opponents
alike.

Comparative Perspectives: Lessons from BJP
Governance

The Congress government’s struggles have
inevitably invited comparisons with the previous
BJP administration in Karnataka. Under BJP rule, the
state witnessed significant investments in
infrastructure and a push for industrial
development. Projects such as the
Bengaluru-Chennai Expressway and the
enhancement of hydroelectric capacity were seen
as efforts to position Karnataka as a hub for trade
and renewable energy. The Congress’s focus on
welfare populism has come at the expense of these
long-term projects, stalling the state’s progress.

The BJP’s emphasis on infrastructure development
and economic growth counterbalanced the state’s
welfare needs. By contrast, Congress’s current
governance appears heavily skewed toward populist
measures without addressing structural issues.

The Road Ahead

For the Siddaramaiah administration, the road to
redemption lies in acknowledging and addressing
these governance deficits. Financially, the
administration must balance welfare programs and
long-term investments in education, healthcare,
and  industry.  Collaborating  with  private
stakeholders to improve funding for universities
and infrastructure could alleviate fiscal pressures
while boosting public confidence.

Karnataka’s governance challenges under the
Congress-led administration highlight the perils of
prioritising rhetoric over results. The state’s
infrastructure crisis, corruption scandals, and fiscal
mismanagement have exposed the limitations of
the Congress model and the hollowness of its
political narrative.
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Congress's Failed
Model: A Cycle of
Promises and
Mismanagement

Dalphin Mazumdar
State Vice President
BJYM Assam Pradesh

One of the nation's oldest political parties,
the Indian National Congress, has long
portrayed itself as an advocate for welfare
and social justice. Over the years, it has built
a legacy of launching ambitious projects
aimed at uplifting underprivileged
communities, reducing poverty, and
promoting equality. However, its history is
replete with instances where these lofty
promises of social welfare fell short of
expectations or failed to materialize
altogether. While its rhetoric often captivated
the electorate, the ground reality painted a
starkly different picture.
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The Disjunction Between Vision and Reality

Garibi Hatao (Eradicate Poverty): Aspirations vs.
Achievements

In the early 1970s, Congress adopted Indira Gandhi's
iconic slogan, Garibi Hatao, as its rallying cry.
Initiatives like the Public Distribution System (PDS)
and the Integrated Rural Development Program
(IRDP) were launched to combat poverty. While
these measures provided temporary relief, their
long-term impact remained debatable. Critics
pointed out that systemic issues such as
employment generation and land reforms were
inadequately addressed. Despite decades of
Congress rule, India's poverty rates remained
alarmingly high well into the 1990s, highlighting a
glaring gap between promises and outcomes.

The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM): A
Half-Realized Promise

Launched in 2005 under Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, the NRHM aimed to provide affordable
healthcare to rural India. While it succeeded in
improving some maternal and child health
indicators, its implementation was marred by
corruption and inefficiencies. Persistent shortages
of medical professionals in rural areas and
underutilized funds for health infrastructure were
key challenges. Administrative lapses and a lack of
accountability severely curtailed the program’s
potential impact.

The Right to Education Act (RTE): A Reform
Undermined by Challenges

The Right to Education Act, introduced in 2009 by
the Congress-led UPA government, guaranteed free
and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14.
Despite being hailed as a landmark reform, its
execution faced significant hurdles. Many rural and
underprivileged schools lacked basic infrastructure,
trained teachers, and teaching aids. Moreover,
private schools catering to low-income families
struggled to comply with RTE standards, leading to
closures. For millions of children, the dream of
universal education remained unfulfilled.

Employment Schemes: Missed Opportunities
The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), introduced in 2005, was

a cornerstone of Congress's job creation strategy.
While it offered temporary relief to rural
households, it was criticized for producing
low-quality assets and fostering dependency on
unproductive manual labor. Allegations of
corruption, delayed payments, and inefficiencies
further undermined its effectiveness. Many
economists argued that such schemes prioritized
political optics over equipping beneficiaries with
sustainable skills and long-term employment
opportunities.

The Food Security Act: An Unfinished Agenda
The National Food Security Act (NFSA), introduced in
2013, aimed to provide subsidised food grains to
two-thirds of India's population. Despite its noble
intentions, the act faced significant
implementation challenges, including leakages,
exclusion errors, and inefficiencies in the public
distribution system. As a result, the impact on
hunger and malnutrition was limited, and many
deserving families were left out of the program’s
ambit.

Causes of Failure

The Congress party’s inability to fulfil its social

welfare promises can be attributed to several

systemic issues:

« Bureaucratic Inefficiencies: Poor planning and
execution at the local level, coupled with a lack of
coordination between federal and state
governments, undermined program effectiveness.

e Corruption: Rampant corruption and financial
leaks eroded public trust and diminished the
impact of welfare schemes.

* Political Short-Termism: Welfare initiatives were
often driven by electoral considerations rather

than a genuine commitment to long-term
development, leading to poorly conceived
policies.

* Inadequate Monitoring and Evaluation: Weak
systems for assessing program efficacy allowed
inefficiencies to persist unchecked.

Completing the Unfinished Work: BJP's Initiatives
The BJP, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, sought to address many of the systemic
shortcomings inherited from previous Congress
regimes. In the realm of food security, the Modi
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government launched the One Nation, One Ration
Card scheme to ensure portability of ration benefits
across states, allowing migrant workers to access
subsidized food grains anywhere in India. This
initiative plugged many loopholes in the Public
Distribution System (PDS), reducing exclusion errors
and ensuring food security for millions who were
previously left out.

Similarly, the BJP focused on rural healthcare by
launching the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), which aimed to provide
healthcare coverage to the poorest segments of
society. Unlike the NRHM, Ayushman Bharat
introduced a more integrated approach by linking
primary, secondary, and tertiary healthcare through
Health and Wellness Centres and providing
financial assistance for hospitalizations. These
measures directly addressed the gaps in rural
healthcare infrastructure and  accessibility,
significantly improving outcomes.

A Legacy of Promise vs. Action
While the Congress party often relied on grandiose
promises and schemes that struggled to deliver, the

BJP has focused on bridging the gap between vision
and reality. Programs like PM Kisan Samman Nidhi,
which provides direct cash transfers to farmers, and
the Har Ghar Jal initiative, which ensures piped
drinking water to every rural household,
demonstrate a shift toward practical, measurable
outcomes. These initiatives highlight the BIJP’s
commitment to completing the unfinished work of
previous governments while introducing new
paradigms of welfare delivery.

The Congress party’s record on social welfare is
marked by a paradox: while its vision of an
egalitarian society inspired hope, its execution
often betrayed this promise. Though the party
introduced several progressive programs, its
leadership failures and systemic shortcomings
exposed it to criticism and electoral setbacks. In a
nation striving to eradicate poverty, hunger, and
inequality, fulfilling promises is not merely a
political necessity—it is a moral imperative.
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Grand
Promises,
Hollow

Results: How

Congress
Failed India

Sourav Basoya
Advocater

The Congress party has often made big promises to
win elections, but its track record tells a different
story. Across states like Karnataka, Himachal
Pradesh, and Telangana, Congress has consistently
failed to deliver on its commitments. Time and
again, the party has shown a pattern of broken
promises, poor governance, and betrayal of the
trust placed in it by the people.

Karnataka: The Congress Government's Failure to
Deliver on Promises

In Karnataka, the Congress government led by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has fallen far short of
expectations. A recent report by CIVIC Bangalore
called the Citizens’ Report Card shows that the
government has fulfilled only 3% of its 2023
election promises. Out of 59 promises reviewed, a
shocking 71% haven’t even been started, and just
17% are barely underway. These figures expose a
government that seems more focused on making
promises than actually delivering results for the
people.

Unemployment: A Betrayal of the Youth's Trust
Unemployment, a key issue in Congress's election
campaign, remains unresolved. In Karnataka, the
youth who trusted Congress’s big promises of job
creation are still waiting for change. The Yuvanidhi
program, which was supposed to help unemployed
graduates, has barely made a difference and feels
more like a symbolic gesture. In Himachal Pradesh,
the promise of creating five lakh jobs has proven to
be an empty one, with no real action taken to make
it a reality.

Farmers' Issues: Unmet Promises and Continuing
Exploitation

Congress has also failed miserably in solving
farmers' problems. In Karnataka, the party promised
subsidies, action against illegal mining, and
reforms to protect agriculture, but farmers are still
being exploited while the government does nothing.
In Himachal Pradesh, the situation is even worse.
Farmers were assured subsidized electricity,
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affordable milk prices, and schemes like buying cow
dung for extra income. None of these promises have
been fulfilled, leaving farmers to suffer under
Congress's empty words and neglect.

Economic Growth: Hollow Claims and Lack of
Progress

Congress’s promises of economic growth have
fallen flat due to its lack of clear policies and poor
execution. In Karnataka, the party vowed to support
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and promote
industrial development, but there’s been little to no
progress. In Telangana, the Pharma City project was
scrapped and replaced with a vague plan for Pharma
Villages, which has only led to widespread protests.
Instead of driving growth, Congress’s actions—or
lack of them—have hurt the very people it promised
to help.

Social Welfare Schemes: Partial Implementation
and Broken Commitments

Congress’s social welfare schemes, once heavily
advertised, have turned out to be empty promises.
In Karnataka, key programs like Gruha Lakshmi and
Anna Bhagya have only been partially implemented,
leaving millions without the support they were
promised. In Himachal Pradesh, the Rs 1,500
monthly stipend for women remains nothing more
than a broken promise. These failures highlight
Congress’s inability—or unwillingness—to deliver on
its commitments to marginalised groups, despite
making them the focus of its election campaigns.

Neglect of Healthcare and Education: A Stark Reality
The Congress government has neglected key areas
like healthcare and education, which are vital for a
state's progress. In Karnataka, it failed to deliver on
promises like setting up trauma centres, addressing
staff shortages in government hospitals, and
improving access to specialised care. Similarly, it
did not lower fees for below-poverty-line students
or resolve teacher shortages in government schools.
These unkept promises show the party's lack of
commitment to improving people's lives.
Infrastructure and
Inefficiencies

Infrastructure development, another area where

Development: Delays

Congress consistently overpromises, has been
mired in delays and inefficiencies. Projects like
Bengaluru’s Metro expansion and peripheral ring
road remain incomplete, causing frustration among
residents. In Telangana, the Musi Riverfront
Development Project has been marred by forced
evictions, legal disputes, and public protests. The
Hyderabad Disaster Response and Assets Protection
Agency (HYDRAA), another poorly conceived
initiative, has faced widespread criticism for its
selective demolitions and legal controversies.

Financial Mismanagement: Grand Promises and
Poor Execution

The Congress government's track record of poor
financial management continues to be a major
concern. The party often makes grand pre-election
promises to attract voters but fails to deliver once
in power. For instance, in Himachal Pradesh,
Congress promised 300 units of free electricity but
instead imposed an additional cess on electricity
consumption, leaving citizens feeling deceived. This
pattern of broken promises and ineffective budget
management has led to stalled projects, rising
public debt, and growing disillusionment among
voters across states.

Environmental Commitments: and
Mishandled

The environmental commitments made by Congress
have proven equally farcical. In Karnataka, the party
has failed to address illegal mining or protect
natural resources, despite campaign promises to do
so. In Telangana, the establishment of Pharma
Villages and a new zoo park, despite financial
constraints, reflects Congress’s disregard for
sustainable development. These decisions have
drawn sharp criticism from environmentalists and
civic groups alike.

Ignored

Telangana: A Textbook Example of Misgovernance
Telangana’s experience under Congress rule serves
as a textbook example of misgovernance. Almost
every initiative launched by the state government
has met with opposition, from changes to the state
emblem to poorly planned projects like the Musi
Riverfront Development and the Pharma Villages.
Even installing a statue of Rajiv Gandhi has
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backfired, with the Gandhi family refusing to attend
the unveiling ceremony. This series of missteps
highlights the party’s inability to lead effectively,
even in matters of public perception.

Corruption and Lack of Accountability: A Blot on
Governance

The Congress government in Telangana has been
accused of corruption, and controversies like the
HYDRAA project, the caste census, and unauthorised
demolitions have caused widespread anger. These
issues highlight a lack of transparency and
accountability, showing that Congress prioritises
gaining power over good governance.

A Consistent Pattern of Broken Promises

The Congress party’s failure to deliver on its
promises is not a recent phenomenon but a
consistent pattern that spans decades. In
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, and
beyond, the story remains the same: grand promises
during elections followed by apathy and
incompetence in governance. The Citizens’ Report
Card in Karnataka, which found that only 3% of
promises had been fulfilled, is not just a critique of
one government—it is an indictment of Congress’s
broader approach to leadership.

The Consequences of Congress's Failures:
Disillusionment Among Voters

The number of Indians who voted for Congress now
face deep disappointment. From farmers to youth,
women to marginalised communities, every
segment of society has been let down by a party
that values political opportunism over genuine
governance. As elections draw near, the slogan
“Congress Promised, Congress Failed” resonates as
a damning indictment of the party’s track record.
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Unfulfilled Promises,
Unsustainable Policies:
The Congress Model Exposed

Ar. Ronisha Datta
State Executive Member, BJYM, Assam Pradesh

The Indian National Congress (INC), one of the
oldest political parties in India, has been a
dominant force in the country’s political landscape,
ruling for nearly 54 years since independence.
However, its legacy is increasingly overshadowed by
setbacks, unfulfilled promises, and growing
criticisms that have eroded public trust over the
decades.

The Decline of Congress: From Dominance to
Disillusionment

The decline of the Congress party has been a
gradual process. While it initially enjoyed immense
support due to its leadership during the nationalist
movement and its adaptability to local
circumstances, the party’s inability to deliver on its
promises led to widespread disillusionment. The
downward trend began in 1967 when the party
suffered significant losses in parliamentary and
state legislature elections, signalling cracks in its
political dominance.

During Indira Gandhi’s tenure, issues such as the
centralisation of power, internal conflicts, and
authoritarian tendencies started to alienate
sections of the electorate. The Emergency
(1975-1977) remains a defining moment in
Congress’s decline, as it marked a severe breach of
democratic values. Subsequent leaderships failed to
address these issues, culminating in the party’s
worst-ever performance in the 2014 general
elections, where it secured just 44 seats and a 19%

vote share. This marked a historic low for the party
that once stood as a symbol of Indian democracy.

Broken Promises: A Pattern of Failure

One of the key criticisms of the Congress party is its
consistent failure to fulfil its promises. Over the
years, its iconic slogans and grand announcements
have often remained unfulfilled. For example, Indira
Gandhi’s Garibi Hatao (eradicate poverty) slogan
resonated with millions but failed to translate into
meaningful  outcomes, even in traditional
strongholds like Amethi. Similarly, promises made
to unemployed youth in Himachal Pradesh in 2003
and 2012 were left unfulfilled, leading to
disappointment and eroding the party’s credibility
among young voters.

The party’s track record in agriculture and farmer
welfare is equally underwhelming. Despite
guaranteeing loan waivers and subsidies, many
farmers continued to struggle with debt and
financial hardship. Promises of Minimum Support
Prices (MSP) and reforms in agricultural marketing
were either inadequately implemented or left
untouched, deepening rural distress.

Congress’s governance in states like Karnataka,
Rajasthan, and Punjab has also raised concerns.
Projects related to infrastructure, such as roads,
water supply, and electricity, have often been
delayed or abandoned, exacerbating public
frustration. Additionally, a lack of cohesive
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economic policies and failure to attract investment
have hindered job creation and economic growth.

Corruption and Scandals: Eroding Public Trust
Corruption scandals have further tarnished the
Congress party’s reputation. The Bofors scandal of
the 1980s and 1990s, implicating then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, exposed the party’s
vulnerabilities to financial misconduct. Similarly,
the coal allocation scam, the Commonwealth
Games scam, and the 2G spectrum scam during the
UPA-II regime highlighted systemic corruption,
leading to significant public outrage and loss of
electoral trust.

These scandals not only revealed deep-rooted
issues within the party but also fuelled the
narrative that Congress prioritises cronyism over
accountability. The erosion of trust was evident in
the party’s inability to counter these allegations
effectively, resulting in further electoral losses.
Undermining National Interests and Democratic
Values

The Congress party has faced criticism for
undermining national interests and democratic
principles. Rahul Gandhi’s controversial statement
downplaying the role of the armed forces sparked
outrage, with many viewing it as a lack of
understanding of national security. Moreover,
alliances with organisations like the Popular Front
of India (PFI) in Karnataka and Kerala have raised
concerns about the party’s alignment with radical
ideologies.

The imposition of the Emergency remains a dark
chapter in India’s democratic history. The
suspension of civil liberties, censorship of the press,
and arrests of opposition leaders showcased the
party’s authoritarian tendencies. Earlier restrictions
on free speech, such as Nehru’s first constitutional
amendment, further compounded perceptions of
the Congress as a party willing to compromise
democratic values for political gain.

The BJP’s Response: Finishing the Unfinished
Work

In contrast to Congress’s legacy of unfulfilled
promises, the BJP under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has focused on delivering tangible results.

Programs like One Nation, One Ration Card have
streamlined food security, ensuring that migrant
workers and marginalised communities have
consistent access to subsidised food grains. This
initiative addressed key flaws in Congress’s Public
Distribution System (PDS), reducing inefficiencies
and exclusion errors.

The Ayushman Bharat healthcare scheme, which
provides health insurance to millions of
underprivileged families, has significantly improved
access to medical care, particularly in rural areas.
Similarly, the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi program
provides direct cash transfers to farmers, offering
immediate relief from financial distress. These
programs have filled critical gaps left by Congress’s
incomplete policies.

Infrastructure development has also been a
cornerstone of BJP’s governance. Initiatives like the
PM Gram Sadak Yojana and Har Ghar Jal have
ensured connectivity and access to clean drinking
water for rural households. These programs have
demonstrated the BJP’s commitment to addressing
core issues rather than relying on symbolic slogans.

Internal Challenges and Leadership Crisis

The Congress party’s inability to evolve has also
contributed to its decline. The lack of a clear
leadership structure, combined with internal
conflicts and factionalism, has hindered its ability
to present a united front. The reliance on the Gandhi
family for leadership has been a double-edged
sword, as it limits the party’s ability to project new,
dynamic  leaders capable of addressing
contemporary challenges.

Additionally, the party’s failure to adapt to changing
political dynamics and engage with younger voters
has further alienated its base. The disconnect
between the party’s leadership and grassroots
workers has weakened its organisational structure,
making it less effective in mobilising support.

The Indian National Congress’s decline from
dominance to irrelevance serves as a cautionary
tale for political parties in India. Its history of
broken promises, corruption scandals, and
authoritarian tendencies underscores the need for
accountability, adaptability, and a commitment to
democratic values.

BJYM Magazine | 34



Law
Enforcement
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Good governance is fundamentally
anchored in the rule of law, effective law
enforcement, and ensuring public safety.
During Congress-led governments in India,
significant lapses in law enforcement and
public safety mechanisms exposed
vulnerabilities that hampered national
progress. The inability of the Ministry of
Law to implement governance-focused
reforms further exacerbated these failures,
resulting in a fragile security framework
and a loss of public trust.

This article critically examines the failures
of law enforcement during Congress
regimes, kRey incidents that underscored
these lapses, and the systemic legislative
inefficiencies that left India vulnerable
during this period.
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1.1 Law Enforcement and Public Safety: The Pillars
of Governance

Law enforcement agencies play a pivotal role in
maintaining public safety, ensuring justice, and
upholding citizens' rights. For any government, the
credibility of its governance is often measured by its
ability to provide a secure and just environment for
its people. Under Congress leadership, however,
repeated lapses in law enforcement and public
safety showcased a lack of preparedness,
inefficiency, and misplaced priorities.

Key Incidents Highlighting Law Enforcement
Failures

1.2 Terrorism and National Security

The Congress government's tenure was marked by
repeated terrorist attacks that exposed glaring
inefficiencies in intelligence gathering, inter-agency
coordination, and law enforcement response.

26/11 Mumbai Attacks (2008): One of the most
devastating attacks on Indian soil, the Mumbai
attacks revealed serious lapses in
intelligence-sharing and inadequate preparedness
of local law enforcement. Despite prior warnings,
the response to the attacks was delayed and
uncoordinated, costing over 170 lives and leaving
the nation scarred.

2006 Mumbai Train Blasts: The coordinated
bombings on Mumbai's local trains killed 209
people, further wunderscoring the inability to
preempt terror activities.

The lack of modernisation of police forces,
insufficient investment in counter-terrorism units,
and bureaucratic delays in responding to emerging
threats were systemic issues under Congress
governance.

1.3 Naxal Insurgency

Naxalism became a significant internal security
challenge during the Congress era. Regions in
Chhattisgarh, 0Odisha, Jharkhand, and Andhra
Pradesh witnessed escalating violence from Naxal
groups, often fueled by the government’s failure to
address socio-economic disparities.

The Dantewada attack (2010), where 76 CRPF
personnel were ambushed and killed, remains one
of the deadliest Naxal attacks in Indian history. It

highlighted poor training, lack of resources for
security forces, and the government’s failure to
implement a cohesive counter-insurgency strategy.
Instead of implementing sustainable
socio-economic reforms, Congress governments
often relied on superficial measures to combat
insurgency, which yielded limited success.

1.4 Communal Riots and Social Unrest
Congress-led governments were also criticized for
their handling of communal violence and social
unrest.

The 1984 Anti-Sikh Riots, triggered by the
assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
remain one of the darkest chapters in India's
history. The widespread violence, loss of lives, and
destruction of property reflected a complete
breakdown of law enforcement. Accusations of
complicity and inaction by Congress leaders further
eroded public trust.

Similarly, incidents like the Gujarat riots of 1985 and
other instances of communal tensions during
Congress rule demonstrated a lack of proactive
measures to prevent such violence.

1.5 Women’s Safety and Gender-Based Crimes

The Nirbhaya case (2012), where a young woman
was brutally gang-raped in Delhi, sparked national
outrage and became a grim reminder of the
inadequacies of urban policing and legal systems.
Despite numerous cases of violence against
women, the Congress government failed to
implement effective measures for women's safety.
Poor infrastructure, lack of gender-sensitive
policing, and inadequate implementation of
existing laws were significant shortcomings.

Failures of the Ministry of Law

Under Congress governance, the Ministry of Law
played a critical role in shaping legal frameworks
and ensuring judicial efficiency. However, its tenure
was marred by delays, a lack of vision, and a failure
to address pressing governance challenges.

1.6 Judicial Delays and Backlog

India’s judiciary was plagued by a massive backlog
of cases during Congress regimes, with millions of
pending cases in subordinate courts and higher
courts. The government's inability to implement
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comprehensive judicial reforms worsened the
situation, denying citizens timely justice.

Key factors contributing to this crisis were the lack
of modernization, inadequate recruitment of
judges, and insufficient investment in judicial
infrastructure.

1.7 Police Reforms Ignored

The Supreme Court's landmark Prakash Singh
judgment (2006) mandated comprehensive police
reforms to depoliticise law enforcement and
enhance efficiency. Despite this, the Congress
government failed to implement the directives,
allowing law enforcement to remain politicised and
under-resourced.

Issues such as outdated policing methods,
insufficient training, and lack of accountability
persisted throughout Congress governance.

1.8 Delayed Anti-Corruption Legislation

The Congress government’s tenure was marred by
corruption scandals, including the 2G spectrum
scam, Commonwealth Games scam, and coal
allocation scam, which cost the exchequer billions
of rupees.

While the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act was passed in
2013, it came after years of public protests and
agitation, notably led by Anna Hazare’s
anti-corruption movement. The delay and diluted
provisions of the Act reflected the government's
reluctance to bring about robust anti-corruption
mechanisms.

Lack of Governance-Focused Laws

Despite numerous opportunities, the Congress-led
Ministry of Law failed to introduce transformative
legislation addressing governance challenges.
Critical areas like labor reforms, judicial
accountability, and the codification of uniform laws
remained neglected.

Impact of Governance Failures
The combined effect of these law enforcement and
legislative failures was far-reaching:

Erosion of Public Trust

Repeated lapses in public safety and governance
mechanisms eroded citizens' faith in the
government’s ability to protect them.

1.9 Hindrance to Economic Growth

Poor law enforcement and public safety deterred
foreign investments and disrupted economic
activities, particularly in regions affected by
insurgency and communal violence.

2.0 Social Polarization

Mishandling of communal violence and social
unrest deepened divisions among communities,
further straining the social fabric of the nation.

Conclusion

The failures of law enforcement and public safety
during Congress governance underscore the critical
need for strong, proactive leadership. Good
governance demands accountability, timely
legislative reforms, and efficient law enforcement
mechanisms.

India’s aspirations as a global power hinge on its
ability to ensure the safety and security of its
citizens. While Congress governments failed to rise
to the occasion, the lessons from those failures
should guide future policies and reforms to create a
stronger, safer, and more equitable nation.
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The Con in Congress: A Legacy
of Betrayal and Failure

Devnit Chaudhuri
Student, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi

Today, the Congress trumpets its tokenistic ‘Nyay’
slogan during elections. Their dynasts traverse the
country, preaching justice for marginalized
communities, yet history constantly reminds us of
the betrayal and deceit they inflicted upon those
very groups. Among their pledges under the
so-called ‘paanch nyay,” they claim to champion
‘kisaan nyay.” Let us examine the reality of this
claim. Addressing farmers' issues without tackling
the fundamental resource of land is nothing short
of a mockery. As D.C. Wadhwa aptly stated, “Land is
not only the most important economic asset in an
agricultural economy, it is an essential resource
because without land there can be no state, no

habitation, and no groundwork for carrying on
human activities.”

Data from 2011 reveals that just 5% of farmers
owned 40% of India’s farmlands. Furthermore, the
socio-economic caste census of 2011 highlights that
101.4  million farmers—or 56.4% of rural
households—were landless. These were
predominantly small and marginal farmers, forming
a population size equivalent to that of Germany and
Australia combined. Despite laws in place for over
five decades, the Congress has failed miserably in
implementing land redistribution and ceiling acts,
further exposing its hypocrisy. This failure becomes
even more glaring when we recall the numerous
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land-grab cases lodged against Congress leaders
and their favored ‘son-in-law.’

The Congress’s penchant for land-grabbing persists
unabated, as seen in the recent MUDA scam and the
unscrupulous allocation of land to Mallikarjun
Kharge’s family in Karnataka. In Telangana,
incidents like Lagacharla provide stark evidence of
Congress governments pressuring farmers to sell
their land at throwaway prices to benefit a pharma
company. Despite this egregious track record,
Congress remains unrepentant. Their 2024 Lok
Sabha manifesto, ironically titled the Nyay Patra,
includes a proposal to establish an authority for
distributing government and surplus land to the
poor. However, it’s clear that their definition of
"poor" is open to question, and we can only imagine
who the real beneficiaries of such an authority
would be if they were ever to return to power.

Yuva Nyay is yet another empty rhetoric that
Congress is desperately trying to spin. Their
manifesto claims that 30 lakh central government
vacancies will be filled, including posts at the
panchayat and municipal levels. Yet, it has only
been a few months since their state government in
Chhattisgarh  made headlines for glaring
irregularities, including charges of bribery and
corruption in the Public Service Commission
selections of 2021. Reports revealed nepotism and
fraud as key determinants of the final list, with
several selected candidates being close relatives of
bureaucrats, politicians, and businessmen who
secured top ranks and prime posts. Meanwhile, in
Karnataka, the Enforcement Directorate has
uncovered yet another cash-for-jobs mega scam.
Here, a Congress MLA, also the Chairman of a milk
cooperative, has been accused of demanding ¥20-30
lakh for each post. It seems Congress has either lost
its sense of credibility or is the "grand old party"
simply too old to remember its own egregious
failures?

But that’s not all—Congress’s delusions have now
led them to believe they are the defenders of the
Constitution, claiming to be the best suited to
uphold its ideals. Yes, you read that right. The party
responsible for the most despotic departure from
constitutional principles is now waving the flag of
constitutional morality. They declare in their

manifesto that they will stop indiscriminate arrests.
Yet the tyranny of the Emergency is still fresh in the
minds of those who lived through it—lakhs of
political dissenters jailed under indefinite
preventive detention laws. It was Congress that
introduced the draconian Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (MISA) in 1971, a law that mirrored the
colonial-era Rowlatt Act, to suppress civil liberties
enshrined in the Constitution.

Congress didn’t stop there—they went so far as to
interfere with judicial appointments to the Supreme
Court, undermining judicial independence. The 24th
Constitutional Amendment stands as a stark
reminder of their pursuit of unbridled power to
amend any part of the Constitution at will. They
even sought to shield their actions from judicial
scrutiny by placing laws in the Ninth Schedule, a
move fortunately checked by the Supreme Court in
the landmark Kesavananda Bharati case, which
introduced the Basic Structure Doctrine to curb
their constitutional abuse.

As for parliamentary democracy, Congress has
promised to restore the “great traditions of
Parliament that prevailed in the past.” But let’s not
forget what those “great” traditions entailed: the
cash-for-votes scam of 2008, where the UPA
government blatantly bribed MPs to win a
no-confidence motion during the Indo-US nuclear
deal. Then there was the creation of the National
Advisory Council (NAC), an extra-constitutional body
chaired by Sonia Gandhi, which dictated policy to
the Manmohan Singh government, effectively
reducing the executive to a puppet.

Most recently, the Congress government in
Karnataka proposed the controversial "temple tax"
bill, imposing onerous tax obligations exclusively on
Hindu temples. Why confine such a bill to Hindu
establishments? Where is the secularism Congress
so frequently touts? Their version of secularism is
nothing more than divisive politics, appeasement,
and communalism masquerading as virtue.

We could go on about Congress’s disingenuity until
the cows come home. But perhaps the best
takeaway is this: just as we stay cautious of cons in
daily life, we must remain vigilant and steer clear of
the con that is ‘CONgress.’
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