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Message

from the
BJYM National
President

Shri Tejasvi Surya

The parliament has enacted the historic Wagf
(Amendment) Bill 2025, a bill that undoes the
constitutional fraud imposed on this country by the
Congress Party over the last seven decades.

Through successive amendments—starting in 1954,
followed by 1995, and most notably in
2013—Congress created a parallel system of
governance via the Waqf Act. This system was
extra-constitutional, unaccountable, and more
powerful than even elected governments and the
judiciary combined.

Section 40, introduced in the 2013 amendment, gave
the Wagqf Board unchecked and arbitrary powers. It
allowed the Board to declare any land it believed to
be Waqgf land—no evidence or documentation was
required, just belief.

Worse, once the Board made such a declaration,
Sections 5 and 6 made it mandatory for revenue
authorities to alter land records without even giving
a hearing to the affected parties.

What was the result? People’s land was snatched
overnight, and if they dared to challenge it, they
had to go before the Waqf Tribunal—a body that
acted as a kangaroo court, whose orders were final
and often unappealable.

And the injustice didn’t stop there. If you were a
citizen trying to reclaim your land, the Limitation
Act gave you only one year to fight back. But the
Wagqf Board faced no limitation whatsoever. Even
after 500 or 1000 years, they could initiate a claim.
This is a Frankenstein monster—a body that
combined the roles of the legislature, executive,
and judiciary, violating every principle of separation
of powers and natural justice. Is there any such
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body in the world where one community's board
wields such power?

We have seen what this draconian provision has
done—be it in Karnataka, Maharashtra, or
Telangana. In Bijapur, land belonging to farmers was
taken over arbitrarily. It was institutionalised
land-grabbing.

Let me also address the issue of non-Muslims being
included in the Wagf Council or Board. The 2013
amendment itself extended the jurisdiction of the
Wagf Tribunal to include non-Muslims. |If
non-Muslims can fall under the jurisdiction of the
Wagqf Tribunal, why can’t they have a voice on the
Wagf Board? This is natural justice, not tokenism.
And let’s not forget that in 1991, Congress brought
in the Places of Worship Act, which barred Hindus
from reclaiming their places of worship, no matter
how valid their claim.

So, while the Wagf Board could grab land under
vague claims, the Hindu community was barred
from even seeking a legal remedy. It was not
secularism—it was state-enabled discrimination.

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2025 finally puts an end
to this era of injustice. We congratulate Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Shri Amit Shah on the historic step towards this
long-overdue correction, which has restored justice
and brought an end to vote-bank politics.

Vande Mataram!

Tejasvi Surya
MP Lok Sabha,
Bengaluru South
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The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, tabled to reform the archaic Wagf Act of
1995, represents a landmark move toward transparency, inclusivity, and legal
clarity in the governance of Waqf properties in India. It addresses
long-standing grievances surrounding mismanagement, lack of oversight,
and the arbitrary declaration of private and public lands as Waqf properties.
The Bill deserves unambiguous support for laying the groundwork for
equitable, technology-enabled, and constitutionally sound management of
Wagf institutions.

For far too long, the administration of Wagf properties—landed endowments
made for religious or charitable purposes in Islam—has been plagued with
irregularities. Legal disputes, allegations of land grabs, unchecked powers of
Wagqf Boards, and weak regulatory mechanisms have fuelled public distrust.
Properties have been declared Wagqf without proper surveys or the knowledge
of landowners, often leading to distressing instances where non-Muslim
citizens, institutions, and even government agencies have found their lands
entangled in protracted litigation.

A glaring example is the case from Tamil Nadu, where a farmer from
Thiruchenthurai was denied the right to sell his land due to Waqf claims over
the entire village. Similar stories emerged from Bihar and Kerala, where
entire communities—Hindu and Christian alike—have been forced into legal
limbo. Such misuse of Section 40 of the original Act, which allowed Wagqf
Boards to declare any property as Wagf unilaterally, has rightly been
repealed in the new Bill.
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The 2024 Amendment brings a balanced,
constitutionally aligned framework by introducing
due process in determining Waqf status.
Government land cannot be declared Wagqf, and any
disputes will now be examined by the Collector,
subject to clear documentation and review. The
amendment respects the rule of law and ends the
discretionary and often opaque powers previously
vested in Wagf Boards.

Equally transformative is the Bill's approach to
digitisation and technological governance. The
introduction of a centralised digital portal for Waqgf
properties will standardise and automate the
processes of registration, audit, lease management,
and legal tracking. This leap toward e-governance is
not merely administrative—it is a moral and
financial imperative. Transparency in accounting
and monitoring will prevent the misuse of Wagqf
revenues and redirect funds toward their intended
beneficiaries—the poor and marginalised.

Furthermore, the inclusion of non-Muslim members
in Wagf Boards and the Central Waqgf Council is a
welcome step. While Waqf remains a religious
institution, its impact and disputes often touch the
lives of citizens from other faiths. By enabling
participation from diverse backgrounds—including
women, non-Muslims, backward class Muslims, and
minority sects—the Bill enhances accountability and
democratises decision-making. This is not about
interference; it is about representation, particularly
where secular and economic functions intersect
with religious trust management.

The Bill also addresses internal inefficiencies that
have hindered the potential of Waqf institutions to
act as engines of welfare and development. Wagf
lands, if properly managed, can fund schools,
hospitals, housing projects, and skill development
centres. Yet, due to non-digitization, incomplete
surveys, and poor auditing, a large portion of Wagf
assets remains underutilised or lost to
encroachment. The amendments mandate regular
audits,  stricter  financial  reporting, and
accountability from mutawallis (Wagf caretakers),
thereby professionalising the system.

Crucially, the Bill reinstates the application of the
Limitation Act, 1963, to Wagf-related claims,
bringing them in line with the broader Indian legal

system. This means that disputes cannot be
prolonged indefinitely, ensuring relief to genuine
stakeholders and preventing judicial misuse.
Equally significant is the provision for appeals to
the High Court against Wagqf Tribunal decisions,
restoring a vital layer of judicial oversight.

Opponents of the Bill may argue that the removal of
“Waqgf by user”—where longstanding religious
usage could create Wagf claims—could lead to
erosion of Islamic traditions. But in practice, this
doctrine has led to widespread abuse and conflict,
especially in multi-religious localities. The Bill
makes it clear: only property explicitly declared by a
donor, who must be a practicing Muslim for at least
five years, can be considered Wagqf. This safeguards
the intent behind the endowment while protecting
innocent landowners from unjust claims.

The Bill's scope and seriousness are evident in the
robust democratic process that preceded its
introduction. The Ministry of Minority Affairs
conducted nationwide consultations, and the Joint
Parliamentary Committee held 36 sittings,
reviewing nearly one crore public memoranda. State
governments, religious organisations, civil society,
and legal experts all participated in shaping the
final draft. Few legislations in recent history have
undergone such exhaustive scrutiny.

By renaming the Act to the “Unified Wagqgf
Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and
Development Act,” the government signals a shift
from control to capability—from  opaque
administration to empowerment through law. The
goal is not to diminish the religious and cultural
significance of Waqf but to ensure that it fulfils its
constitutional and ethical mandate to serve the
public good.

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2024 is a necessary,
progressive, and inclusive piece of legislation. It
stands for rule of law, interfaith justice, good
governance, and modernisation. It corrects systemic
injustices and reorients Wagqf institutions toward
nation-building. It deserves wholehearted support
from all sections of society.

BJYM Magazine | 05



The Wagqf
(Amendment)

Bill, 2024
Explained

On August 8, 2024, two bills, the Wagf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, and the Mussalman Wakf (Repeal) Bill,
2024, were introduced in the Lok Sabha with an aim
to streamline the Wagqgf Board's work and ensure the
efficient management of Wagqf properties.

The objective of the Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, is
to amend the Wagqf Act, 1995, to redress the issues
and challenges in regulating and managing Wagqf
properties. The Amendment Bill seeks to improve
the administration and management of Wagf
properties in India. It aims to:

+ Overcome the shortcomings of the previous act
and enhance the efficiency of Wagqgf boards by
introducing changes such as renaming the Act

» Updating the definitions of Waqgf

» Improving the registration process

* Increasing the role of technology in managing
Wagf records.



The following FAQs provide an understanding of
the Wagf Amendment 2024 Bill.

1) What are the administrative bodies responsible
for Wagqf management in India and what are their
roles?

The administration of Wagqf properties in India is
presently governed by the Waqf Act, 1995, which is
enacted and regulated by the Central Government.
The key administrative bodies involved in Wagf
management include:

The Wagf Act of 1995, enforced by the Central
Government, currently regulates Waqf properties.
The main administrative bodies are:

e Central Wagf Council (CWC) - Advises the
government and State Waqgf Boards on policy
but does not directly control Wagqf properties.

e State Wagf Boards (SWBs) - Manage and
protect Waqgf properties in each state.

e Wagf Tribunals - Exclusive judicial bodies that
handle disputes related to Wagf properties.

* This system ensures better management and
faster resolution of issues. Over the years, legal
changes have made Wagf administration more
transparent, efficient, and accountable.

2) What are the issues concerned with Wagqf

Board?

1. Irrevocability of Waqf Properties

o The principle "once a Wagf, always a Wagf" has
led to disputes, such as claims over islands in
Bet Dwarka, which have been deemed
perplexing by courts as well.

2. Legal Disputes & Poor Management: The Waqf

Act, 1995, and its 2013 amendment have not been

effective. Some problems include:

* Illegal occupation of Wagf land

* Mismanagement and ownership disputes

« Delays in property registration and surveys

* large-scale litigation cases and complaints to
the Ministry

3. No Judicial Oversight

o Decisions by Waqf Tribunals
challenged in higher courts.

o This reduces transparency and accountability in
Wagf management.

cannot be

4. Incomplete Survey of Wagqf Properties

o The Survey Commissioner’s work has been poor,
leading to delays.

o In states like Gujarat and Uttarakhand, surveys
have not yet begun.

o In Uttar Pradesh, a survey ordered in 2014 is still
pending.

o Lack of expertise and poor coordination with
the Revenue Department have slowed the
registration process.

5. Misuse of Wagqf Laws

o Some State Waqf Boards have misused their
powers, leading to community tensions.

o Section 40 of the Wagqf Act has been widely
misused to declare private properties as Wagqgf
properties, causing legal battles and unrest.

o As per information out of 30 States/UTs, data
was given only by 8 States where 515 properties
have been declared as Wagqf under Section 40.

6. Constitutional Validity of the Waqf Act

o The Wagf Act applies only to one religion, while
no similar law exists for others.

o A PIL (Public Interest Litigation) has been filed
in the Delhi High Court, questioning whether
the Wagf Act is constitutional. The Delhi High
Court has asked the Central Government to
respond to this issue.

3) What steps and stakeholder consultations were
undertaken by the Ministry before introducing the
bill?

The Ministry of Minority Affairs consulted various
stakeholders which interalia includes; report of the
Sachar Committee, concern raised by public
representatives, Media and general public regarding
mismanagement, misuse of powers of Wagf act and
underutilization of Waqf Properties by the Waqf
institutions. The Ministry also consulted with State
Wagf Boards.

The Ministry initiated the process of review of
provisions of Wagqf Act, 1995 and had consultations
with stakeholders. Two meetings were conducted-
one in Lucknow on 24.07.23 and another one at New
Delhi on 20.07.23 wherein most of the following
issues were discussed in detail. The consensus was
emerged to make suitable amendment in the Act to
solve the problems of the affected stakeholders.
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Widening The Base of CWC (Central Waqf
Council) and SWB (State Wagf Board)
Composition

Role And Responsibilities of Mutawallis
Re-Structuring of Tribunals

Improve The Process of Registration
Declaration Of Titles

Survey Of Wagqf Properties

Mutation Of Wagf Properties

Filing Of Accounts by Mutawallis

Reforms In Filing Annual Accounts

Review Of Provisions Related to Evacuee
Properties/ Limitation Act

Scientific Management of Wagf Properties

Further, the Ministry has also analysed the
international practices on Waqgf management
across other countries such as Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait, Oman, Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Turkey and found that the Wagf Properties are
generally regulated by the Laws and Institutions set
up by the Government.

4) What was the process of the introduction of
Wagqf Amendment Bill 2024?

The Wagf Amendment Bill 2024 has been
introduced with the primary objective of
addressing shortcomings in the management
and governance of Wagqf properties on August 8,
2024.

On August 9, 2024, both Houses of Parliament
referred the Bill to a Joint Committee of 21 Lok
Sabha and 10 Rajya Sabha members to examine
and report on it.

Keeping in view the importance of the Bill and
its wide ranging implications, the Committee
had decided to call memoranda to obtain the
views from public in general and
experts/stakeholders and other concerned
organisations in particular on the provisions of
the aforesaid Bill.

The Joint Parliamentary Committee held
thirty-six sittings wherein, they heard the
views/suggestions of the representatives of
various  Ministries/Departments such as:
Ministries of Minority Affairs, Law and Justice,
Railways (Railway Board), Housing and Urban
Affairs, Road Transport and Highways, Culture
(Archaeological Survey of India), State

Governments,  State Boards and

experts/stakeholders.

The first sitting took place on August 22, 2024

and the key organizations/ stakeholders

consulted during the sittings were:

= 0 All India Sunni Jamiyatul Ulama, Mumbai;

« Indian Muslims of Civil Rights (IMCR), New
Delhi

* Muttaheda Majlis-e- Ulema, J&K (Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq)

= Zakat Foundation of India

= Anjuman E Shiteali
Community

= Chanakya National Law University, Patna

= All India Pasmanda Muslim Mahaaz, Delhi

= All India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB), Delhi

« All India Sufi Sajjadanashin Council (AISSC),
Ajmer

= Muslim Rashtriya Manch, Delhi

=  Muslim Women Intellectual Group - Dr.
Shalini Ali, National Convener

= Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, Delhi

= Shia Muslim Dharamguru and Intellectual
Group

= Darul Uloom Deoband

The Committee received 97,27,772 memoranda in

total, through both physical and digital mode.

To thoroughly review the Wagf Amendment Bill,

2024, the Committee conducted detailed study

visits across multiple cities in India. These visits

helped members engage with stakeholders,

assess ground realities, and gather

region-specific insights on Waqgf property

management. The details of the study visits in

10 cities are as under:

= Sept 26 - Oct 1, 2024: Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Bengaluru

= Nov 9 -11, 2024: Guwahati, Bhubaneshwar

= Jan 18 - 21, 2025: Patna, Kolkata, Lucknow

The Committee consulted 25 State Waqf Boards

(7 in Delhi, 18 during visits) to discuss

administrative challenges and legal hurdles.

Thereafter, the Joint Committee completed

Clause by Clause consideration of all Clauses of

the Bill at their 37th sitting held on 27th

January, 2025. The amendments moved by the

Members were put to vote and adopted by

majority votes.

Wagf

Dawoodi Bohra
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e The Adoption draft report and authorized the
Chairperson to present the report on their
behalf. The 38th sitting was held on 29th
January, 2025.

e The Joint Committee submitted its report to the
Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha on 31.01.2025 and
laid in both the Houses of the Parliament on
13th February, 2025.

5) What are some of the key reforms of the Waqf
Amendment Bill 2024?

The proposed amendments under this Bill, 2024 are
aimed at transforming Wagf administration in India
by ensuring better governance, transparency, and
accountability. It seeks to create a streamlined,
technology-driven, and legally robust framework for
the management of Waqf properties, while also
fostering socio-economic development for the
intended beneficiaries.

I. Unified Waqf Management: Key issues affecting
Wagqf properties include:
> Incomplete survey of Waqf properties.
> Significant backlog of litigations in Tribunal
and Wagqf Boards.
o Improper account, auditing and monitoring
of Mutawallis.
o The mutation of all Waqgf properties has not
been done properly.

Il. Empowerment of Central Waqf Council & State
Waqf Boards:

o Inclusion of diverse groups like non-Muslim,
other Muslim communities, other backward
classes among Muslim communities and
Women etc in the decision making, to
enhance representation and efficiency.

I1l. Efficiency of State Waqf Boards:

o Adigital portal and database will automate
Wagf registration, survey, mutation, audits,
leasing, and litigation, ensuring scientific,
efficient, and transparent governance.

IV. Development of Auqaf:

o Portal-based lifecycle management will
streamline administration.

o Section 65 mandates Waqf Boards to
submit reports on management and income
improvements within six months, ensuring
timely action.

o Section 32(4) allows Waqf Boards to develop
Wagf lands into educational institutions,
shopping centers, markets, or housing by
taking over properties from Mutawallis
when necessary.

6) What are the key differences between the Wagqf
Bill 1995 and Waqgf Amendment Bill 2024?

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 introduces several
changes to the Wagf Act, 1995, aiming for improved
governance, transparency, and inclusivity in Wagqf
management. Below are the key differences:

.Ll_rhl:u

o
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Category Wagqf Act, 1995 Waqf Amendment Bill, 2024
Renamed Unified Waqf Management,
Name of the Act The Waqf Act, 1995 Empowerment, Efficiency, and

Development Act, 1995

Formation of Waqf

Allowed by declaration, user, or

endowment (Wagqf-alal-aulad)

Removes Waqf by user; only declaration or
endowment allowed. Donors must be
practicing Muslims for 5+ years. Cannot
deny female inheritance.

Government

Property as Waqf

No clear provision

Government properties identified as Waqf
cease to be Waqf. Disputes resolved by the
Collector, who reports to the state.

Power to Determine

Wagqf

Wagqf Board had authority

Provision removed.

Survey of Waqf

Conducted by Survey Commissioners
and Additional Commissioners

Collectors empowered to conduct surveys as
per state revenue laws.

Central Waqf

Council

All members had to be Muslims,

including two women

Includes two non-Muslims; MPs, former
judges, and eminent persons need not be
Muslims. The following members must be
Muslims: Representatives of Muslim
organisations, Scholars in Islamic law,
Chairpersons of Waqf Boards. Of the
Muslim members, two members must be
women.

State Waqf Boards

Up to two elected Muslim MPs/MLAs/
Bar Council members; at least two

women

State government nominates members,
including two non-Muslims, one each from
Shia, Sunni, Backward-class Muslims,
Bohra, and Agakhani. At least two Muslim
women required.

Tribunal

Composition

Led by a judge, included Additional
District Magistrate & Muslim law

expert

Muslim law expert removed; includes
District Court judge (chairman) and a joint
secretary (state government).

Appeal on Tribunal
Orders

High Court intervention only under
special circumstances

Appeals allowed to High Court within 90
days.

Powers of Central
Government

State governments could audit Waqf
accounts anytime

Central Government empowered to make
rules on Wagqf registration, accounts, and
audits (CAG/ designated officer).

Separate Waqf
Boards for Sects

Separate boards for Shia & Sunni (if
Shia Waqf >15%)

Also allows Bohra & Agakhani Waqf
boards.
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7) What are the key reforms recommended by the
Joint Committee?

The amendments to the Wagf Act, 1995 as
recommended by the Joint Committee on Waqf
Amendment Bill, 2024 (JCWAB), introduce
progressive reforms, including:

Key Reforms in Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2024

i. Separation of Trusts from Wagf: Muslim-created
trusts under any law will no longer be considered
Wagf, ensuring full control over trusts.

ii. Technology & Central Portal: A centralized portal
will automate Waqf property management,
including registration, audits, contributions, and
litigation, ensuring efficiency and transparency. This
also efficiently utilizes technology for the
automation of Wagf management.

iii. Eligibility for Waqf Dedication: Only practicing
Muslims (for at least five years) can dedicate their
own property to Waqf, restoring the pre-2013
provision.

iv. Protection of ‘Wagqf by User’ Properties: Already
registered properties remain Wagf unless disputed
or identified as government land.

v. Women's Rights in Family Wagf: Women must
receive their rightful inheritance before Wagqgf
dedication, with special provisions for widows,
divorced women, and orphans.

vi. Transparent Waqf Management: Mutawallis
must register property details on the central portal
within six months to enhance accountability.

vii. Government Land & Wagqf Disputes: An officer
above the rank of Collector will investigate
government properties claimed as Wagf, preventing
unwarranted claims.

viii. Strengthening Waqf Tribunals: A structured
selection process and fixed tenure ensure stability
and efficiency in dispute resolution.

ix. Non-Muslim Representation: Two non-Muslim
members will be included in both Central and State
Wagqf Boards to ensure inclusivity.

X. Reduced Annual Contributions: Waqgf
institutions' mandatory contribution to Wagf
Boards is reduced from 7% to 5%, allowing more
funds for charity.

xi. Application of the Limitation Act: The Limitation
Act, 1963, will now apply to Wagqf property claims,
reducing prolonged litigation.

xii. Annual Audit Reforms: Wagqgf institutions
earning over %1 lakh annually must undergo audits
by State Government-appointed auditors.

xiii. Ending Arbitrary Property Claims: The Bill
removes Section 40, preventing Waqf Boards from
arbitrarily declaring properties as Waqf, avoiding
misuse like declaring entire villages as Waqf.

These cases underscored the arbitrary and
unregulated power exercised by Wagf Boards. To
address this, Section 40 of the Waqf Act is being
omitted, ensuring fair and just administration of
Waqf properties.

8) What are some instances of Non-Muslim
properties declared as Waqf?

As of September 2024, data from 25 States/UTs
Waqf Boards shows that 5,973 government
properties have been declared as Waqgf. Some
examples include:

e As per MoHUA (Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs) in September 2024, 108 properties are
under control of Land and Development Office,
130 properties under control of Delhi
Development Authority and 123 properties in
the public domain were declared as Wagf
properties and brought into litigation.

e Karnataka (1975 & 2020): 40 Waqf properties
were notified, including farmlands, public
spaces, government lands, graveyards, lakes,
and temples.

e The Punjab Waqgf Board has claimed land
belonging to the Education Department in
Patiala.

Examples of other Non-Muslim properties declared

as Wagqf:

e Tamil Nadu: A farmer in Thiruchenthurai village
was unable to sell his land due to the Wagf
Board’s claim over the entire village. This
unexpected requirement prevented him from
selling his land to repay a loan for his
daughter's wedding.

* Govindpur Village, Bihar: In August 2024, The
Bihar Sunni Wagqf Board’s claim over an entire
village in August 2024 affected seven families,
leading to a case in the Patna High Court. The
case is sub-judice.
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e Kerala: In September 2024, around 600 Christian
families in Ernakulam district are contesting
the Wagf Board’s claim over their ancestral
land. They have appealed to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee.

e Karnataka: In 2024, Farmers protested after the
Waqf Board designated 15,000 acres in
Vijayapura as Waqgf land. Disputes also arose in
Ballari, Chitradurga, Yadgir, and Dharwad. The
government, however, assured that no evictions
would take place.

e Uttar Pradesh: Complaints have been raised
against alleged corruption and mismanagement
by the State Wagf Board.

9) How is the Waqf Amendment Bill 2024 expected
to benefit the Poor?

Waqf plays a crucial role in serving religious,
charitable, and social welfare needs, especially for
the underprivileged. However, its impact has often
been reduced due to mismanagement,
encroachment, and lack of transparency. Some key
benefits of Wagqf for the Poor:

Digitization for Transparency and Accountability

* A centralized digital portal will track Wagqf
properties, ensuring better identification,
monitoring, and management.

e Auditing and accounting measures will prevent
financial mismanagement and ensure funds are
used only for welfare purposes.

Increased Revenue for Welfare and Development

* Preventing misuse and illegal occupation of
Wagf lands will boost revenue for Wagqf Boards,
allowing them to expand welfare programs.

e Funds will be allocated to healthcare,
education, housing, and livelihood support,
directly benefiting the economically weaker
sections.

e Regular audits and inspections will promote
financial discipline and strengthen public
confidence in Wagf management.

10) How does the inclusion of non-Muslim
members in the Waqf Board and Central Wagqgf
Council contribute to Waqf management, and
what is the extent of their role and influence in
decision-making?

e Non-Muslim Stakeholders: Donors, litigants,

lessees, and tenants are involved in Wagqgf
management, making their representation in
Wagf Boards and the Central Wagf Council
(CWCQ) are essential for fairness.
Regulation of Secular Activities: Section 96
empowers the Central Government to regulate
governance, social, economic, and welfare
aspects of Wagqf institutions, reaffirmed by
court rulings.
Oversight Role of Central Wagf Council: The
CWC supervises State Wagf Boards, ensuring
compliance without direct control over Wagf
properties. This  highlights that Wagf
management extends beyond religious aspects
to economic and financial regulation.
Non-Muslim Representation:
= State Waqgf Boards: 2 out of 11 members
(excluding ex-officio) can be non-Muslims.
= Central Wagf Council: 2 out of 22 members
(excluding ex-officio) can be non-Muslims.
While decisions are made by majority vote,
non-Muslim members can contribute
administrative and  technical expertise,
improving the efficiency and governance of
Wagqf institutions.
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URIHTET HTHTfSe BRIk,
P, 3dred Ud Hifsar
Yfee

TR S STIESHT Tt & Agcd N *Hgad IAEIT Affd gah T
foet 20247 7 QR Zer | YHUT B HT T RAURep! ¥ Fare wrfud
T 3IR $® 37aRT® Feca b Wi el Bl d9e & goie FF § GH|
Al & Yed W W1 F1d R P s af due § gaw (HeieH)
faerres, 2024 Ter fbaT T o7 {5 qTe eAlbaT W H¥bR 3R fauer
& T diEt 989 & g1 ool P Hgad AT FfAfd B ASH b1 BFer
fosar |

37TeT ST yHieT Y&t warst & fdfAfe quee & arer 3 Y St
& HET QAT YHHIGT BT Y&l IT &1 3791 U&f TRdd PRd §Y, Bs Vb
GEITa & A1 A 38 afcid 3R nearst gaaHET o W afdfAfee o
B TR 7TE {115 IR aET Hivjg SaTeraR Fewdl ¥ FeHfd Hi Sarg o
Tel B e feleT b &l W 3791 HHel & g1

3TFER AT 8 I §1S BT He 31THUR, 38T 3R WATHAT &b BRI 2 Tb
T Hdd & < TR Fufe 2T 2. 39 < g€ fer 3k Fufd & i,
BHSIR 3R 3SR @1l B € 7eg P ST DMfevIAfdT TeT ysdra
I TR IE S T & fob TSN 31K d2aR ¥ Ugel & depleid 98
AT P& 31RTH AT 7 Tdh G1S oI Gl T FAfT dear v 04
B ST, S 371 el g 8id1 @1 H9I- HHI R 59 fam
HTA N IEATT BT T8d 8 37R 37RTE Bl yehg g IR HoTgd el I8t 2
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fafedd BU F 1954 o geh 1S BT 76T g311. Blctifep, 1995
P G I gp 9IS T 3 2AfRrar fAel. didt RfGwT
q BT BT TBR 7 9a% Tae 1954 H e fdar 3R
QAT UTTUT SIS aah d1s Bl 31 31fHd QfeRiai TaH
PR

I Tae 1995 BT JaeM 3(31R) & Hdlled, 3R Bl
Tufd, fodl i 3829 &b i GReeid BT &b HdTfaed a1
(ufds), weted! (i) a1 (@R WRIRBR AF foar
STTQ Y I8 g Y Fufd g S,

qIH T 1995 BT TR 40 Pgdl @ fdb T STHIA fobgep!
2, IE IIP BT IRR 3R Jah IIE T B 18 7 a¥ 2013
# FATE g &Y gUlT IWBR 7 1995 & I 99 Tae §
SeeTTd b SIS i LAferdal § 3R gfig #d gV a9 Bl
S Heiferd AHA! § THIT U Tl Y& o feaT|

30t s TR o § Tt Y UTef oY IRBR I8! Y, AAfes 3T
JFP IS UR B <l dl 39H 379 A 312RTH AT b MIdh
T HHHTT B &l 38 el l-Hdl ATqI,Y TN GHDT 379
waref & feare A BAST B 3% © 7 b aah & HIfHes 3R
&b fHEfRId uge] A1 el SEATHD BT b Tl Toh
B Mo fobadY WY Gufey o sha-faeear €T b 11 Tahar 21

qIP BT YTt Bl aee 3 e fAd T faame g ik
fears 2 T&d €130t 81T A BAfed § U WeR 37T ot fb
JFPH 1S gRT feaml Y ST R ral & & fagm 3
S 3Tl B &A1 8 | FBfed & aath T3t STHR 31gHE W
3 T Job § Iah d1S bl STHIAT BT JdefuT &3 &bl a1d ol
off | famMI BT 3TRTT & P STHIAT & ATfcid T TR arel
g3l ¥ Ugel & gead o T T B Oy fasamt & w8
FHEIT3AT BT AT BT U 38T 8| BIelifh bAlcd & g
HAT STLORALER A fFAMI Bl Bl & b 3P TWBR HTHA
BT THIEAT BT

g ATHAT gath 1S Bl fawmfaal &1 & uRaferd a<ar 8
3R IE gaTaT & b AiSaT g a8 | GeiTe & 3aegehar
fopat 3TaReErd g1

W B¢ T 30T M F et S & {6 Bt wraef
IFB BT 781 off WfbT b 3 Peoll B IWT & TFPH bl
3T ATHTI 9T 2| T Bigd SeuRied BedTo] HaAl fae
RIS 7t 9o 91 § HIftsaT BT weall 81 BT a1 Bl
TR fBar Bl

W g fgmfaa) & fFRaror & fav gaw 91 F
AT Ge BT FEegA PIE &1 Af 8T Y 312RWY T g
B & BRUT SUTETdR HTHA 3R ¥ & ek 8d ¢ 1da% P
TR STHT AN B 99 37947 W1ef g &A1 81 9% & I
IR 8, WBR 3 Mt 9% ®l greR f&am arfes e 3R
3EN Pl Heg 8 b, @fhd 39 YR BT Told S&IHTA
fopam TTaT. WA & SaTeTaR St gfEeTH dite] € a 31RTE & €,
gAY 37R 39T PIg HTS cIC Y&l BIdT 8, dl GadT 39T
[ENPEH RS

TP GRT P STTE fegail BT Jufd W Feor &b I1d AT
37TE & Y A 2 HehdT 21395 J1e & g Ut Fufaay wr
Y AT B & oIl HRd H SIATH 31 & Ugel & 3l

el Jg I Sgd HEYel &1 STl € fdb 9gd § AR,
HeIH! 3R BfsRAMT &b felq STHIA fgg3iT A g & gaaHH!
B & G € 7 a9 IR & & A1 3% 1T &b GHAHAT Y
3T UTf¥Tep fohaT dBTetTa 3 foTg g TiTd a1 Bt gR AT ST
EEL

H&TH T B! Hufadl W |t 9e% §1$ 3797 arar e_d
3T €1 B8 STiTel & BiskaM, A& 3R AT dd Bl

3TYAT FATd g Hesll IR T & BTl 8 HTfHes Sufaal
T TP 9IS J BIS Adeld Tel 61 oI foi Hufadl &1 3R
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it 7 9% o 13T 8, 39 R MY 99 §1E BT Peoll 3,
gqdb 1 g 37 Gufadl &l &g R 3797 BrIe & fav 9=
e sirar 21

TAH g TIPBR 7 TP 9IS &b BIHBIST H STalacet 3R
YREfIAT §6H & o8d & 1 gah 3ffefdam, 1995 &
T B & foid aas (T2MeF) faerads, 2024 ver fear
TATE |

I g foves gow 98 o @t rfAafiaant vd
faimfaal @l g2 A & 38T A 9o AffIH-1995 S B
TTaHT] BT 82 DI §1d BT 8| 39 AR faees &1 ver
P P Hed H IRPBR FT AT & 1 ST 99 a1 & Jau
H gUR BN UG 34k 91 & 39 [d9ud &1 3299 Ia%
gfaal & yaud § UReferdT 3R STaracg! 98MT, YR
3TfE WR FAG=oT UM, g Frfaal & faamrRy 31k wRefor &f
FoTdT & P HIY HY g YARDd B BT FI BT fob
fdsar ST |

TSI IRBR &b 30Perd ceftal 3R ardl & grasfa fauey,
3R FHTST &b ITHI3AT Td 3R YReid Fiwal Td
derhied Jaaer foisiel gfgsiidisn gR1 9 y¥drfad
a9 &1 gRA I & ISR faRiy far o @1 €1 89
fareraes o1 fakiy @ arell & U ad 3R LB 2
fauer &1 AT 2 b I favaes wiffies wadsar 3R aaw
ufdal & weuT § &Y Pl 81 9 3q HYAd &
SEBRT TR AIBR BT EXIATT HIAd 8| B HIHe] bl oRE 39
T oR Wt g e WA & @ ol ufed BT ST T 1
3R e HHTEA foel U 81 1Y dl @ Gt Tger 3R
&9l SHT T BT 81T

il oI R ¥ foRTy 81 3@ &, fda & g 89 & ara |t
BT, 3lep 34T aRE STd BMT i delTe & R B a1 8f a7
2T, BTl al Bed TATST & fad & fav am dersfed
AR, feiaRe 3R 342RT TMosire drel Hifsar, gfgstidt
A GRT OR T, BT AR ST bl BIferer Pi ST & &
3R TWBR BT F7ET W Y27drIb fog o7 I8 &, Siafeh
WBR At G2 B Y g1d B & 2, a @l Bl ugal
THSAT BT o S daoTg BT I AB Al g9 Bl
pIferer AT fopar ST |

H&TH FHTST Bl T FHATATC! HHTST HHET SITdT & olfcbT
IR tRIAd R YR GRed Farst § W Fadesor
e@mlt <t €1 &9H i U@ Aot <t STt €1 37eRTH
3o a1 & GHAH HH STd 8, foiepr arar ¢ feb o 3R,
qobf, BRAT AT B a1 I Hefehd g1 37eRT | g,
o, TS 3R T Sit 3= SAIfaat 3rdt 2

I A aif & JIAHE AW a8, 5@ ey
gRafdd fEg3l 4 21 9 9oft § SRR, A 31k yffie
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30 ST SRIATA faT 21

I T fIORIE AT IRBR FS 3BT BAT ATgat ar
U AT g 376 HeAN TBR P fGerh 31 el |
SR | YRR, foferet 31 312RTH Tasig aret Hifean,
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AT & FHT AT R BRI 7 3896 ey gae 9477 394
FUR(3EHe) W &Y % B

TN AT BRRMA/fRAal B R A P foiv g fod
T T € $9 b PV UISH W HeHTd IRIEHTd STTg ST
Fhdl & fbog R fod &1 fRw o1 Rfaa tdegs €l
SRy FwTST 3R er QAT BY gOAT AN | TE BROT §
UEHIET TRl ¥ S Afadar il B A ©
T A% AIG 7 Ja% O it dufadl & dey J S
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JIp H2ATe T Bl Webe Ji&TH FHTST & 37d fUss
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India has the largest Waqgf holdings in the world,
with the Waqf Boards collectively being the largest
landowners after the Armed Forces and Indian
Railways. The Wagf Boards control approximately
8.7 lakh properties spanning 9.4 lakh acres across
India, with an estimated value of 1.2 lakh crores.
The governance of these properties has been guided
by legal frameworks such as the Waqf Act of 1954
and its successor, the Waqf Act of 1995, which were
intended to regulate the administration and
protection of Wagf assets. However, despite
amendments, this legal framework has remained
weak, allowing corruption, mismanagement, and
unauthorised claims to flourish.

A lack of transparency and accountability has
plagued Waqf Boards across states. In 2017, the
Uttar Pradesh government dissolved both the Sunni
and Shia Wagf Boards following corruption charges
against the boards. In 2018, the Central Wagf
Council (CWC) called for a CBI probe into the
Telangana State Wagf Board, reporting that 89% of
Wagf land was either encroached upon or embroiled
in legal disputes. Similarly, in Karnataka, large-scale
mismanagement of Wagqf properties across the
state has been repeatedly alleged.

Many Waqf Boards still rely on paper records,
making them vulnerable to tampering, loss, and
forgery. The lack of proper regulatory oversight has
further enabled unchecked malpractice.
Encroachments have been a major issue, resulting

in the increase of unauthorised occupations of
Wagqf land. According to the details available on
WAMSI (Wagf Assets Management System of India),
approximately 60,000 Wagqf properties are currently
under encroachment. These deprive intended
beneficiaries of their rightful use. In Punjab, for
instance, 1 out of every 6 properties owned by the
Punjab Wagf Board is under illegal occupation.
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Beyond financial mismanagement and
encroachments, a key criticism of Waqf
administration has been the discrimination and
exclusion of beneficiaries. Instead of serving the
women and economically disadvantaged Muslims,
Wagqgf properties have often been exploited for
private gain, particularly by politically connected
individuals. The failure of previous amendments to
address these concerns has led to growing
dissatisfaction among the common Muslim
population. The new Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
aims to rectify these issues by ensuring that Wagf
properties are protected and utilised for their
intended purposes.

The bill removes the provision allowing Wagf by
user, which previously permitted properties to be
deemed Wagqf solely based on long-term religious
use, thereby preventing arbitrary claims. It also
strengthens inheritance rights for women.
Additionally, it addresses the issue of government
properties being misclassified as Wagf, mandating
that such properties will cease to be Wagf, with the
district collector determining ownership in case of
uncertainty. The power of Waqf Boards to declare
properties as Wagqf has been revoked in the bill, and
it empowers district collectors to conduct Wagqgf
surveys in accordance with state revenue laws.

To enhance regulatory oversight, the bill
strengthens government monitoring and audit
mechanisms. It empowers the central government
to conduct audits of Wagf accounts through the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) or
designated officers. The bill also introduces changes
to the composition of the Waqf Boards and the
Central Wagf Council, allowing representatives from
diverse  backgrounds, including non-Muslims,
women, and marginalised Muslim communities
such as Bohras and Agakhanis, to ensure a more
inclusive administration. The bill requires states to
establish tribunals to address disputes over Waqf,
allowing appeals of the tribunal’s orders in the High
Court within 90 days.

Technology plays a crucial role in the reforms
proposed by the bill. The bill mandates a unified
digital listing of Waqf properties, allowing for
better monitoring and transparency. By integrating
digital tools into governance, the bill seeks to

create a more accountable and efficient system,
ensuring that Waqf properties benefit the intended
communities rather than being exploited for
personal or political gains.

Wagqf properties are meant to serve marginalised
communities by supporting education, healthcare,
and social welfare. However, due to corruption and
mismanagement, these resources have often been
diverted for private gain. The bill strengthens
governance to ensure that Waqf assets benefit the
individuals for whom they were originally intended.
A transparent Wagf system will help redirect funds
and properties toward schools, hospitals, and
welfare initiatives, empowering the underprivileged
rather than benefiting a few individuals with
political or financial influence.

Misinformation has clouded discussions around the
bill, with allegations that it threatens Wagqf
properties or undermines religious rights. In reality,
the bill removes ambiguities that allowed arbitrary
claims and misuse, ensuring Wagf assets are legally
protected and properly managed. Political and
religious groups have often utilised the Waqf
system to consolidate their influence, spreading the
fear that reforms aim to seize land. However, the
bill does not affect existing Waqf properties but
ensures that they are not acquired or misused
fraudulently. Clarifying these aspects is essential to
counter narratives driven by vested interests.

The bill does not interfere with religious freedoms
but reinforces accountability. It does not alter the
fundamental nature of Wagf donations but ensures
they are used as intended. By strengthening legal
oversight and transparency, the bill safeguards the
integrity of Waqgf properties while preventing
exploitation. Religious bodies remain free to
manage Wagqf affairs within a framework that
ensures compliance with laws and regulations.
Holding administrators accountable does not
infringe on faith but protects the sanctity of
religious endowments, ensuring they serve
communities rather than becoming tools for
corruption or unchecked power.
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The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2025, which is now an
Act after receiving the President’s assent, was
initially portrayed by opposition parties as a crucial
litmus test for the NDA government. It received an
emphatic endorsement from both houses of
Parliament after marathon midnight debates. This
overwhelming  support  effectively  silenced
opposition narratives that sought to create an
illusion of discord within the National Democratic

Alliance. It also dismantled the propaganda of
appeasement politics and the calculated WAQF
fear-mongering among minority

communities—tactics that  were  previously (Amendment)

witnessed during the CAA-NRC debates. The

opposition’s attempt to manipulate public ACT’ 2025:

sentiment through divisive rhetoric was once again

exposed as nothing more than a desperate bid to SEPARATI NG

stay politically relevant.

The politics surrounding Wagf in India is neither FACTS FROM

new nor accidental. The Waqf Board, as an
institution, holds an astonishing expanse of land, FEAR
ranking as the third-largest landholder in the
country, surpassed only by the Indian Armed Forces
and the Rf;\ilways_. Wh'at is pérticular!y §triking is Anuj Singh
that, despite India being a Hindu-majority nation, .
no Hindu temple endowment or charitable Advocate at Allahabad High
institution comes remotely close to the Wagf Board Court & Supreme Court

in terms of land holdings or legal privileges. This
stark reality underscores a glaring asymmetry in
governance, where Wagqf properties have enjoyed an
extraordinary level of institutional protection and
legal insulation, often at the expense of
transparency and accountability.
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The Wagf Act, 1995, which was later fortified by the
2013 Amendment, effectively empowered the Wagf
Board with unchecked authority, transforming it
into an autonomous arbitrating body that
functioned beyond the scope of judicial review. This
legal framework granted the Wagf Board
unprecedented control over vast swathes of land,
often with minimal oversight and limited recourse
for those affected by its claims. The absence of
stringent regulatory mechanisms meant that land

disputes involving Waqf properties often left
private  landowners, institutions, and even
government authorities entangled in legal

ambiguities and bureaucratic hurdles.

The lack of scrutiny over the Waqgf Board's land
acquisition and governance practices has long been
a subject of concern, raising questions about equity,
fairness, and constitutional principles. By ensuring
greater transparency, regulatory oversight, and
judicial accountability, the Waqgf (Amendment) Act,
2025, is not only a corrective measure but a historic
step towards restoring balance in institutional
governance. The government’s initiative to reform
this long-overlooked domain is a testament to its
commitment to justice, fairness, and the rule of law,
as opposed to the vote-bank politics that have
dictated the discourse for decades.

In India, as per the 2013 act, a wagf can be created
through (i) oral or written declaration, (ii) prolonged
use of land for religious or charitable purposes
(wagf by user), or (iii) endowment after the end of a
family line. The creator is called a wakif, and the
property is managed by a mutawalli (administrator).

As of April 2025, India has around 8.72 lakh
registered immovable wagf properties. According to
the Ministry of Minority Affairs, India has the
largest wagf holdings globally, with the Sachar
Committee (2006) estimating their market value at
Rs 1.2 lakh crore.

The opposition is actively fuelling unfounded fears
by propagating the notion that the government
intends to take over mosques, burial grounds, and
other places of worship to exert control over them.
They have further spread misinformation about the
inclusion of non-Muslim members in the Wagqgf
Board, falsely claiming it would result in
non-Muslim  dominance in  decision-making
processes. Further fuelling public anxiety is the
misinformation surrounding the inclusion of
non-Muslims on Wagqf Boards, with claims that this
would lead to non-Muslim dominance in
decision-making—an assertion entirely devoid of
constitutional or procedural basis.

Equally misleading is the manufactured paranoia
around the digitisation of Waqgf land records,
portrayed by the opposition as a gateway for
unwarranted government intrusion. To add to this,
unfounded accusations of bias have been levelled
against the District Collectors and Wagf Tribunals,
undermining the credibility of institutions tasked
with ensuring fair adjudication and lawful
governance. Such rhetoric not only erodes public
trust but also reveals the opposition’s intent to
derail reform through fear and communal
polarisation.
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The pressing question that must be addressed is
whether the government is truly attempting to
interfere with the autonomy of the Waqf Board, and
more importantly, whether the Wagqf Board can
legitimately be classified as a religious body, given
that it is governed under the Waqf Act of 1995.
Judicial pronouncements have been unequivocal on
this matter: the Waqf Board is a statutory,
government-regulated body, not a religious
institution or representative entity. Furthermore, a
mutawalli (caretaker of wagf property) is not the
owner, but merely an administrator entrusted with
its management.

To enhance transparency and accountability, the
current Act mandates the digitisation of wagf land
records, a crucial step toward preventing misuse
and ensuring public access to verified data. One of
the most commendable reforms introduced by the
government is the reclamation of
government-owned lands that were wrongfully
encroached upon or falsely claimed as wagqgf
property. Under the amended provisions, any such
disputed land will no longer be recognised as waqf,
and in cases of ambiguity, the ownership will be
determined by the District Collector of the
respective area.

Demonstrating its commitment to empowering
Muslim women, the present government—known for
its stance on gender justice—has taken concrete
steps to address the long-standing exclusion of
women from waqgf administration. For the first time,
it has made the inclusion of at least two women
members mandatory in both the Central Wagqgf
Council and State Wagqgf Boards, ensuring greater
representation and voice for women within these
institutions.

Furthermore, the amendment eliminates the
arbitrary and vague concept of "wagf by user”, which
has often led to legal ambiguities and exploitation.
It also introduces safeguards within wagf-alal-aulad
(family wagf), clarifying that such endowments
must not infringe upon the inheritance rights of the
donor’s legal heirs—especially women, whose
claims were historically neglected. These provisions
collectively represent a progressive shift toward a
more just, inclusive, and law-governed wagf system.

The present amendment act facilitated the
provision of finality to the decisions of Waqf
Tribunals, which previously barred appeals in higher
courts. Under the amended law, parties are now
allowed to appeal tribunal decisions in the High
Court within 90 days, thereby strengthening
transparency, accountability, and access to justice.
Another significant change is the repeal of Section
40 of the Wagf Act. This provision has been widely
exploited to wrongfully declare private properties
as wagqgf land, often leading to prolonged legal
disputes and public unrest. Its removal is a welcome
move to prevent arbitrary claims and protect
individual property rights.

In terms of representation, the amendment ensures
greater inclusivity and administrative efficiency by
allowing separate Wagqf Boards for the Bohra and
Agakhani communities, in addition to the existing
Shia and Sunni boards. Moreover, the composition
of the Waqf Tribunal has been restructured for
enhanced legal rigour. The earlier requirement of a
Muslim law expert has been replaced with the
inclusion of a sitting or retired District Court judge
as Chairman, along with a serving or former Joint
Secretary to the state government, ensuring that
tribunals are chaired by individuals with judicial and
administrative experience rather than sectarian
bias.

In conclusion, the Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025,
marks a significant and much-needed reform in the
governance of waqf properties in India. By
promoting transparency through digitisation,
reclaiming illegally encroached government lands,
ensuring gender representation, and removing legal
ambiguities, the government has taken a firm step
toward accountability and equity. Contrary to the
fear-mongering and misinformation spread by
opposition parties, the Act does not target any
community but instead strengthens institutional
integrity and protects rightful ownership and
inheritance—especially for marginalised voices
within the Muslim community. It represents a
progressive step toward justice, transparency, and
inclusive governance, firmly grounded in the
principles of the Constitution.
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One of the most egregious provisions in law has
finally been cast to the dustbin of history by the
Wagf Amendment Bill 2025. Section 40 of the Wagqf
Act, 1995, enabled the State Waqf Boards to
unilaterally claim any land that they thought was
wagf. There was no judicial process involved in the
claim; the Board could randomly, without notice,
claim that a piece of land was theirs. This is such an
outlandish provision that there is no real parallel in
any other law for it. In fact, if you were to examine
the legislation governing Wagqfs in Bangladesh or
Pakistan, you would not find a parallel. All these
countries require that a deed be created for a Wagf
to be registered. The provisions under the 1995 Act
were so irrational that this requirement has only
been introduced through the current Wagqgf
Amendment Bill.

The saga of Wagfs in India is a particularly
interesting one. The issue had long escaped the
public eye and discourse until the government
introduced the Wagf Amendment Bill in August
2024. However, the issues came tumbling out,
whether it was the farmers in Karnataka, 400 Acres
occupied primarily by Christian fishermen in Kerala,
and so on. If you review the list of reported
instances, there appears to be no end or beginning
to the amount of attempted or misappropriated

Section 40
Scrapped:
How the Waqf
Amendment
Bill 2025
Restores
Legal Sanity

Ananth Krishna
Subhalakshmy
Lawyer and
commentator
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funds that took place under the guise of Wagqf.
Moreover, it highlighted that despite Wagf
administering 8.72 lakh acres, it was generating
minimal revenue for itself. The Issue of
encroachment, misappropriation and fraud was
creating great harm for those who should have
benefitted from the Wagqgf - ordinary Muslims.

That Wagf and its running has come into focus only
after the introduction of the Amendment in August,
2024 in itself is an indictment of those who have
projected themselves as the sole protectors of the
interests of Muslims.

A Broken System That Benefitted A Select Few

If Wagf was actively harming the interests of the
general public, especially non-Muslims, and neither
working for the benefit of Muslims, who was the
current act benefitting? The answer is not
complicated to figure out. Two ex-Congress MPs in
Uttarakhand face a land fraud charge. Azam Khan,
who was Wagqgf Minister under SP, encroached upon
Shia Waqf property in Punjab. Congress leaders
were accused of misappropriating Wagf property.
The pattern that this reveals is that the Wagqgf
Boards were specifically exploited to benefit the
dysfunction of the Waqf Boards, allowing them to
encroach on land, defraud the Boards, and
undertake recruitment scams.

This would explain the reluctance and inability to
explain the Waqgf misgovernance that has prevailed
in India. If one were to examine the history of the
Wakf Act 1954—the first independent national Wagf
Act —many examples of misgovernance would be
revealed. Two amendments to the 1954 Act were the
result of State Wagf Boards being unable to claim
all the properties that they should have, with these
amendments extending the limitation period for the
same. Speaking of limitations, it would be amusing
to know that the 1995 Act was exempt from the
limitations on raising suits as specified under the
Limitation Act 1963. It was only through the 2025
Amendment that this has changed, and now the
Limitation Act of 1963 applies to Waqgf Boards.

The Wagf Amendment Brings in Good Governance

The system was broken from top to bottom. The
surveys mandated by the 1995 Act were not being
undertaken. Bear in mind that the cost of these

surveys was to be borne by the state Government.
There was never a clear demarcation between what
is waqgf property and what is not, which obviously
enabled Wagqf to use Section 40 to claim land. Look
at what happened in Surat, for example. The Gujarat
Waqf Board claimed that the Surat Municipal
Corporation Headquarters was Wagqf. The basis of
the claim? During the reign of Mughal Emperor Shah
Jahan, Surat was given as fief to his daughter. The
daughter had apparently donated some land to
Ishag Beg Yazdi and then built an inn for Hajj
Pilgrims. This had then come under the British, who
used it as the headquarters of the Municipality. The
Wagqf tribunal, which considered the issue, to its
credit, found the claims absurd and dismissed the
claim. If such claims had occurred against
government property, imagine the type of claims
that might have arisen against private property.

It is this sort of absurdity that the Modi Government
is addressing by removing Section 40 of the Act. It is
interesting to note that the Modi government took
the initiative to accelerate the digitization of Wagf
property records through the “Qaumi Wagf Board
Taraqgiati Scheme.” This scheme focused on
enabling GIS mapping of properties, as well as
providing training for State Waqf Boards to digitise
existing property records. This was tied into the
portal evolved for Wagf land records, Wagf Asset
Management System of India (WAMSI). However, to
date, not even half of the recorded property records
have been digitised. This work is being taken to its
logical conclusion by the Amendment, which
proposes the creation of a centralised portal in
which details of all waqf property will be uploaded.
This will resolve many of the issues that have
plagued Wagf Boards nationwide.

The Wagf Amendment also addresses many of the
long-standing issues within the Wagf Act by
enabling waqf to be utilised for the welfare of
women, facilitating the creation of Bohra and Aga
Khani Wagqfs, and providing for their representation
on State Waqgf Boards. The Wagf Amendment
creates more transparent, inclusive and effective
State Wagqf Boards.
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Wagqf Reforms for Justice:
A Long Overdue
Constitutional Correction

Dr. Monica Verma
Assistant Professor of International Relations at
NECU, Dimapur and a TV panellist

In 1950, when India promulgated its constitution,
there was a unanimous consensus on ensuring
equality for all its citizens, regardless of their
religious, linguistic, and socio-economic status.
However, as with all good ideals, eventually, various
interest groups, patronised by the dominant
political forces of that time, ended up finding
loopholes in the system, which they began to
exploit for their parochial interests. This led to the
emergence of certain undemocratic practices,
where  electoral support from  particular
communities became the lifeline for a group of
political parties. In return, they began devoting a
large and disproportionate share of national
resources to these communities.

Ironic as it may sound but majoritarianism that
countries are often accused of became the classic
case of minority-ism in India where en bloc and en
masse political support by the most dominant
minority group—one that has a share of 14% in the
national population—became a pretext for leaders
to even claim that they had the first right on the
resources. It is in this regard that the system of
Wagqf emerged as one of the most unfair

institutions in the so-called secular and democratic
India.

Wagf, as a part of Islamic law, refers to the donation
of property, money, or assets for the benefit of the
community at large. The donations are permanent
in nature, meaning that once given towards Waqf,
they cannot be reclaimed or inherited by any
means. Although the purpose of Wagf seems
completely noble, aiming to ensure the betterment
of the Muslim community, especially the poor
sections, through the creation of common goods
such as schools, hospitals and places of worship on
Wagf land, over time, the system had become a
challenge for the state to sustain within its limited
means. The manipulation through legislative
changes and administrative practices was such that
the Waqf board, a governing body as per old law,
became the largest landowner in India, next to only
the central ministries of railways and defence.
According to recent estimates, the Wagqf board has
at least 9.4 lakh acres of land under its possession.
Internationally, the wagf system in India is the
largest repository of religious and
community-owned land in the world. Imagine this
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did not happen in any of Islamic republics but a
‘secular’ country like India.

If control over land and resources was enabled
through political patronage and lopsided legislative
changes, then corruption also followed a natural
progression, with disturbing news of crores of
embezzled funds surfacing every now and then. In
Madhya Pradesh, a tea seller who presided over the
state waqf board for around 26 years became the
owner of three bungalows and property worth
crores. Anecdotal evidence aside, despite having a
large share of the country’s territorial resources in
their control, the Waqf barely generates any
income. In fact, according to the available data, the
wagf system generated a net income of just ¥1.26
crore in FY24, whereas it has the potential to
generate at least 12,000 crore annually. This is the
starkest example of mismanagement of funds and
diversion of resources in Wagf.

Despite the availability of convincing evidence of
deep-rooted corruption in the Waqgf system, to date,
no government of the day, whether at the centre or
in the states, has bothered to address the issue
because of the compulsion of their vote-bank
politics. Picture this: Congress had transferred
prime properties in more than 120 locations in Delhi
to the Waqf Board on the eve of the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, and despite that, it performed terribly. In
such a scenario, what the Modi government has
done is truly commendable. It not only tabled a bill
to amend the existing laws governing Wagqf, but it
has also conducted a thorough and extensive
consultation with the community members
themselves. The Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, passed in
the early hours of 2nd April, is a step in the right
direction. It has sought to address numerous
loopholes in the existing system, which will go a
long way in correcting historical wrongs in the
country.

The key among these changes is the power that the
Wagqf board currently have to declare any property
as Wagqf property without any external oversight
under section 40. The final arbitration authority to
date has been the Wagqf tribunal only. However, the
amendment has now extended this power to the
district collector, also providing for how any
disputed property will be treated as government

property unless otherwise decided. It is pertinent to
note that it is this draconian Section 40 that has
enabled large-scale acquisition and
misappropriation of private properties, leading to
numerous legal battles and social unrest. The
amendment has also removed the concept of ‘Waqf
by use’, which meant that any property used as
Wagqgf would automatically become Wagqgf property,
irrespective of whether a clear declaration was
made to this end or not.

Another significant change brought about by the
amendment is the removal of Section 107 of the
Wagf Act, which previously exempted it from the
Limitation Act of 1963. As part of this, Wagf boards
were exempt from the statutory 12-year timeframe
to reclaim any property encroached upon as theirs.
This had made waqgf boards into a land-guzzling
machine with certain 1000-year-old Hindu temples
and Archaeological Survey of India sites becoming
the target of their claims.

Now that the Modi government has bit the bullet to
seek to amend the act, not caring for how it will be
used by the international left-liberal machinery to
target India once again, the domestic political
forces are trying to present it as a case of injustice
against the country’s Muslims. But to them, | must
ask, what about the plight of ordinary Muslims who
themselves are victims of Waqf greed? Many times,
the erroneous classification of agricultural land as
Wagqf property has created a livelihood challenge
for all farmers alike—Hindu or Muslim. In India’s
national capital itself, there are various instances of
small Muslim shopkeepers evicted from their
decade-old shops in the name of redevelopment by
the Wagqgf board. The current Wagf system is not
serving the Muslims any good. It has just become a
monstrous tool in the hands of a few greedy
community leaders who are using it to exploit the
poor masses. If the political parties who benefit
from Muslim appeasement were their genuine
well-wishers, they would wholeheartedly support
the amendment. What the Modi government has
done is a welcome development towards ensuring
the constitutional ideal of equality. Thus, it is time
that the Muslims of this country also see through it
and choose progressive changes.
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Modernising
Waqf
Governance:
Why the Waqf
Amendment
Is a Step
Forward

Advocate
Simran Brar and
Advocate Akhil Sachar

In recent weeks, debates over the proposed
legislative amendments to the Wagf Act, 1995, have
been reignited in Parliament, with heated
arguments presented by various
stakeholders—particularly by several Muslim
Members of Parliament. The amendments were
introduced in Parliament on 8 August 2024,
following decades of discussion and legal
contention. Aimed at addressing long-standing
issues in the administration and interpretation of
Wagqf laws, the proposed legislation aspires to
promote secularism, tolerance, and inclusivity. The
Bill was subsequently referred to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee on 30 January 2025 for
further examination.

The historical background to this reform is notably
complex. The original Wagf Act of 1954, and its
subsequent versions—including the Waqf Act,
1995—were  designed to protect religious
endowments. However, these legislative
frameworks have drawn criticism for inherent
ambiguities and their susceptibility to misuse,
thereby strengthening the case for reform.
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The concept of Waqgf is defined as the permanent
dedication of movable or immovable property for
purposes recognised under Muslim law as pious,
religious, or charitable. In India, a Waqf can be
created through:

(i) a declaration of property by oral or written deed,
(i) long-term usage of land for religious or
charitable purposes, or

(iii) an endowment made upon the extinction of a
line of succession (Wagf-alal-aulad).

The creator of a Wagqgf is known as a wakif, and it is
managed by an administrator called a mutawalli.
According to the Ministry of Minority Affairs, India
has the largest Wagf holdings in the world. The
Sachar Committee (2006) estimated the market
value of Wagqf properties at 1.2 lakh crore. Several
states, such as Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, had
enacted their own laws governing Wagqgf; however,
these were repealed following the enactment of the
1995 Act.

Proposed Amendments: and
Clarifications

The proposed amendments seek to refine the
definition of “Waqf” and streamline the associated
processes, focusing on four key areas: the eligibility

criteria for declaring a Waqf, the elimination of the

Key Reforms

concept of “Waqgf by user,” the protection of
inheritance rights—particularly for women—and the
restructuring of the Waqf Councils and Boards.

One of the most significant changes is the
introduction of stricter eligibility conditions for the
declaration of a Waqf. The amendment requires that
the declarant must have been a practising Muslim
for a minimum of five years and must be the legal
owner of the property in question. This provision is
designed to curb fraudulent declarations and
prevent unlawful land acquisition—issues that have
long undermined the integrity of Wagqf property
administration. Unscrupulous individuals have, in
the past, exploited legal ambiguities to assert
baseless claims over properties.

Importantly, the Bill states that any government
property previously identified as Waqgf shall cease
to be categorised as such. This move aims to resolve
long-standing disputes over public land being
misclassified under Wagf ownership.

Perhaps the most consequential amendment is the
removal of the concept of “Wagf by user” from the
Act. Previously defined under Section 3(1)(r), this
provision allowed properties to be designated as
Wagqgf based solely on prolonged religious or

charitable use, even in the absence of an explicit
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declaration. However, this doctrine has been a
source of legal uncertainty and subjectivity,
resulting in numerous property disputes.

As highlighted by landmark cases such as M. Siddiq
(D) through L.Rs. v. Mahant Suresh Das & Ors. and
Salem Muslim Burial Ground Protection Committee
v. State of Tamil Nadu—which were pivotal to the
Babri Masjid/Ram Mandir litigation—the concept of
“Wagf by user” has posed serious challenges to
property rights and legal clarity. Its removal offers a
more objective legal standard, reducing ambiguity
and reinforcing the protection of rightful owners.
Furthermore, the amendment reaffirms that any
government land mistakenly identified as Waqgf will
no longer hold that status. In cases of uncertainty,
the local Collector or District Magistrate will be
tasked with determining ownership and submitting
a report to the state government. Should the land
be deemed government-owned, the appropriate
changes will be made in the official revenue records.
Strengthening Inheritance Rights and Ensuring
Inclusive Governance

Furthermore, the insertion of Section 3A(2)
addresses the long-standing and contentious issue
of inheritance within Waqf-alal-aulad (Waqf for
descendants). By explicitly prohibiting the denial of
inheritance rights—particularly those of female
heirs—the amendment dismantles the patriarchal
principle of putro-poutradi krome (succession
through sons and grandsons). Under the revised
framework, a wakif may dedicate property only after
ensuring that all female heirs have received their
lawful share. This progressive provision is in line
with contemporary principles of gender equality
and seeks to redress historical injustices
experienced by Muslim women.

A major structural reform introduced by the
amendment is the mandatory inclusion of
non-Muslim members in the Waqf Boards, the State
Wagqf Councils, and the Central Waqf Council. The
revised legislation also underscores the need for
adequate representation from diverse Muslim
communities, including Shias, Sunnis, members of
backward classes, as well as the Bohra and Aga
Khani communities. The existing requirement for
women's  representation is  retained and
strengthened, with a specific mandate for the
inclusion of two Muslim women members.

Another significant change under the amended
legislation—reflecting broader judicial norms—is the
introduction of an appeal mechanism for decisions
of the Wagqf Tribunal. Unlike the existing Act, under
which Tribunal decisions are final and not subject to
judicial review, the amendment allows for appeals
to be filed before the High Court within 90 days. This
provision enhances legal oversight and aligns the
Wagqgf dispute resolution mechanism with the
general judicial hierarchy in civil matters

Conclusion: Towards a Transparent and Inclusive
Wagqf Framework

The amendments to the Wagf Act represent a
significant step towards modernising and
streamlining the administration of Waqf properties,
with the overarching aim of establishing a more
secular, transparent, and inclusive legal framework.

While the proposed changes have sparked
considerable debate regarding their potential
impact, they nonetheless signal a strong

commitment to ensuring that Wagf properties fulfil
their original purpose—to serve the community in a
fair, equitable, and accountable manner.

The elimination of subjective interpretations and
the explicit protection of women’s inheritance
rights are particularly commendable. These
measures not only enhance legal clarity but also
align the Act with contemporary principles of justice
and gender equality.

As the amendments progress through the
legislative process, their success will ultimately
depend on robust and impartial implementation.
The reforms introduced in 2024 have the potential
to transform the Wagf Act into a powerful
instrument for social equity and justice—extending
beyond religious and charitable domains to
promote broader societal benefit.

By addressing long-standing issues such as land
encroachment and the marginalisation of women,
the amendments reinforce India’s constitutional
vision of a tolerant and inclusive society, where
every citizen—irrespective of gender or religion—can
exercise their rights and freedoms with dignity and
security.
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Governance.

Imagine waking up one morning to find the
land your family has owned and cultivated
for generations has suddenly been claimed
by a religious board—one you’ve never
interacted with. No prior notice. No
hearing. Just a declaration, issued
unilaterally by a Waqf Board based on an
internal inquiry.

This isn’t a hypothetical scenario. It’s been
happening across the country.

At the heart of this issue lies an outdated
and opaque system. The Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, passed by both
Houses of Parliament, seeks to address
this very crisis. As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi rightly tweeted, it marks a watershed
moment in our collective journey towards
socio-economic justice, transparency, and
inclusive growth.




Why This Amendment Was Long Overdue

Since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
consistently positioned itself as a party of
action—delivering on promises that other parties
only discussed. From abrogating Article 370, which
paved the way for the full integration of Jammu and
Kashmir, to introducing the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) to protect persecuted minorities, and now
this landmark Waqf reform, the government has
focused on justice across caste, religion, and
language divides.

Wagqgf, by definition, refers to a charitable
endowment made by a Muslim for religious and
pious purposes. This could include building
mosques, schools, orphanages, or hospitals. A key
characteristic of Wagf property is that it is
inalienable—once designated, it cannot be sold,
gifted, or inherited. It is meant to serve society
forever.

This is noble in principle. But in practice, Wagf
Boards have become dens of corruption,
land-grabbing, and political interference, operating
without accountability while controlling lakhs of
acres of land and properties.

Waqf properties by state

No. of properties
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Support from Within the Muslim Community
Contrary to the narrative spun by opposition parties
and a section of the media, this Act has found wide
support among Muslims, particularly from Shia,
Bohra, Pasmanda Muslims, and most importantly,
Muslim women.

Shaista Amber, President of All India Muslim
Women Personal Law Board, supports the Wagqgf
(Amendment) Bill, claiming that Wagqf boards didn’t
work honestly and requests the government that
Wagqf lands be used for the poor section with full
transparency.

Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi, National President of
the All India Muslim Jamaat, welcomed the
amendment as a vital step in uplifting
underprivileged Muslims. He emphasised that Waqf
funds must go towards building schools, madrasas,
and orphanages—not lining the pockets of corrupt
officials or political brokers.

Many Muslim leaders and groups welcome the Waqf
Amendment Act wholeheartedly. They agree that
transparency and  accountability in  the
management of waqgf property are necessary to
fulfil its primary objective.

This amendment aims to restructure Wagqgf
governance, giving voice to marginalised groups
within the community while enforcing transparency
through audits and digital record-keeping.

Why the Waqgf Amendment Is the Need of the Hour
The Waqgf (Amendment) Act, 2025, will fix
long-standing problems in the Wagqf system,
concerns around land ownership, misuse of power,
and exclusion of rightful stakeholders, and hold
powerful institutions accountable.

Across the country, there have been incidences of
Rampant Land Grabs in the Name of Wagf, wherein
thousands of properties—including government
land, private farms, and even entire villages—have
been suddenly declared “Wagf” without consent or
due process.

With the removal of the ‘Wagf by User’ provision,
land won't be considered Waqgf merely due to
long-term usage. Only officially declared or legally
endowed land will qualify as Wagf property. This Act
restores the rights of ordinary citizens—farmers,
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small landowners, and local communities—who
have been left helpless against arbitrary Wagqf
claims.

Male-dominated boards have long controlled waqf
property. The amendment empowers Muslim
Women and provides Legal aid for widows and
divorcees, Pensions, healthcare, and education for
Muslim women, and Support for self-help groups
and women entrepreneurs.

The Bill seeks to make Waqf Boards more inclusive
by mandating inclusion of one member each from
the Bohra and Aghakhani sects and ensures
representation of Muslims from backward classes,
alongside Shia and Sunni members—for improved
governance and decision-making thus giving voice
to smaller Muslim sects and backward classes.

Misuse of Power: The Land Grab Crisis

The Wagf Amendment comes against the backdrop
of rampant misuse of power by several Waqgf Boards
across India.

* In Tamil Nadu, a farmer from Thiruchenthurai
village was blocked from selling his land
because the Waqgf Board claimed the entire
village belonged to them.

* In Govindpur village, Bihar, 7 families were
embroiled in legal troubles after the Bihar
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e Sunni Wagf Board claimed their ancestral land
in August 2024.

* InKerala, nearly 600 Christian families from the
Ernakulam district are fighting the Waqf Board’s
claim over their centuries-old land.

* In Karnataka, Wagf Boards suddenly designated
15,000 acres of farmland in Vijayapura as Wagf,
leading to statewide protests. The issue also
extended to the Ballari, Chitradurga, Dharwad,
and Yadgir districts.

These instances are just the tip of the iceberg.
Across 25 states and UTs, nearly 5,973 government
properties have been declared as Wagf.

The amendment rightly curbs this unchecked power
by mandating proper verification, legal scrutiny, and
the right of appeal for affected parties. No longer
will religious boards be allowed to declare land
Wagf at will—this is a win for the rule of law.

Wagf and the Question of Efficiency

Wagqf properties were meant to help the poor, but
mismanagement and lack of oversight have made
them ineffective. As a welfare state, India must
ensure institutional efficiency. When systems fail,
the government is empowered to act decisively to
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uphold public welfare. When an institution fails to
serve its purpose, transformation becomes
essential to unlock its full potential.

Take the case of Waqf properties. The Sachar
Committee  (2006) noted that efficient,
market-based use of Waqf assets could generate a
minimum of 10% annual return. Yet, in 2004, 4.9
lakh properties earned just Rs 163 crore. Post the
2013 amendment, income rose by a mere Rs 3
crore—a shameful underperformance for such a vast
asset base.

According to the WAMSI portal, 8.72 lakh properties
over 38 lakh acres are registered, yet income in FY24
fell to just Rs 1.26 crore, down from Rs 150 crore in
FY20. This isn't just inefficiency—it’s institutional
failure.A public asset base of this size should be a
pillar of community upliftment, not a symbol of
systemic neglect.

The amendment introduces CAG audit and digital
record-keeping and mandates the utilisation of
Wagqf funds for genuine welfare—scholarships for
girls, pensions for widows, legal aid for women, and
skill development for poor Muslims.

Corruption: The Real Reason for Opposition

Let’s not be naive. The loudest voices opposing this
Bill come not from the community but from the
political class, which has used Waqgf Boards as its
personal goldmine.

Consider the following cases:

o Karnataka: Former CEO of Karnataka Wagf
Board  Zulfigarullah  was  accused of
misappropriating ¥4 crore.

* Madhya Pradesh: Congress leader and Former
Madhya Pradesh Waqf Board head Riyaz Khan
allegedly misused %7 crore of Wagqf property
during his 26-year stint.

e Uttar Pradesh: The Sunni Waqf Board failed to
declare an income of ¥7.5 crore from 183 Bigha
land in Saharanpur.

* Kanpur: A Mutawalli Shadab Khan fraudulently
sold 5,000 sq. meters of Wagqgf land, worth %20
crore.

e Delhi: AAP MLA and Waqgf Board Chairman
Amanatullah Khan was arrested in connection
with a ¥100 crore scam involving land and

* illegal recruitment.

« Anwar Manipaddy Committee (Karnataka):
This 2012 report estimated a 2 lakh crore loss
due to illegal Waqf land transfers—alleging the
involvement of senior Congress leaders,
including Mallikarjun Kharge, Qamarul Islam,
and Rehman Khan.

* In Maharashtra, even AIMIM MP Imtiaz Jaleel,
now opposing the Bill, alleged illegal land sales
worth %100 crore by the Wagf Board in
Aurangabad in 2021.

This is the real reason for the outrage—the pipeline
of unchecked corruption is being shut down.

Inclusivity vs. Appeasement Politics

One major point of criticism has been the inclusion
of non-Muslim members in Wagf Boards. Ironically,
Hindu members already serve on the Central Hajj
Committee, including Mr. Vipul, Mr. Sanjeev Kumar
Jindal, and Mr. Satyendra Kumar Mishra. No Muslim
leader ever protested this because there are no
funds to loot there.

Wagqgf Boards, on the other hand, have vast
resources. The inclusion of non-Muslims in
administrative roles is not about religion—it’s about
ending monopoly and enabling transparency.

A Reform for All, Not Against Anyone

The Wagf (Amendment) Act 2025 is not anti-Muslim.
It is pro-reform, pro-accountability, and pro-people.
It seeks to protect public land, end arbitrary claims,
and ensure that Wagqf properties serve their original
purpose—uplifting the marginalised, not enriching
the powerful.

No religious institution should operate without
checks and balances in a secular democracy. This
Bill reaffirms India’s commitment to equality,
justice, and good governance.
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Wagqf
Administration
Reimagined:
A Bold Step
Towards
Reform and
Public Trust

Ar. Ronisha Datta
State Executive Member
of BJYM Assam

The Wagf Board Bill is a landmark initiative by the
BJP government aimed at introducing much-needed
reforms to the governance of waqgf properties in
India. For decades, these properties, originally
donated for religious and charitable purposes, have
been marred by corruption, mismanagement, and
illegal encroachments. The previous governments
failed to take decisive action, allowing these
valuable assets to be misused and depriving the
intended beneficiaries—particularly the
underprivileged—of their rightful support. The new
bill reflects the government's strong commitment
to ensuring transparency, accountability, and
fairness in the management of waqf properties,
thereby preventing them from being exploited for
vested interests.

The history of wagf in India is long and complex.
During the time of the Delhi Sultanate and the
Mughal Empire, Muslim rulers and nobles donated
vast properties to establish mosques, madrasas,
schools, and hospitals with the aim of serving the
community. However, this well-intentioned system
suffered under colonial rule when the British
introduced the Waqgf Act of 1913, which placed wagf
properties under state control. While they claimed
this was meant to regulate and manage these
assets better, it ultimately led to mismanagement
and growing corruption. Instead of being run by
community leaders dedicated to their upkeep, these




properties became susceptible to bureaucratic
inefficiencies, favoritism, and financial fraud.

After independence, the Waqf Act of 1954 was
introduced, but it did little to solve the deep-rooted
issues. For decades, political interference, a lack of
oversight, and widespread corruption turned wagf
boards into inefficient and, at times, exploitative
institutions. Instead of being used for the welfare of
the needy, waqgf assets were misused, illegally sold,
or encroached upon by powerful entities with
political backing. Previous governments ignored
these problems, allowing waqgf properties—worth
trillions of rupees—to be lost to land grabs,
disputes, and administrative neglect. The failure to
enforce accountability not only deprived the poor of
essential services, such as education and
healthcare, but also led to widespread resentment
and mistrust within the community.

Encroachment has been one of the biggest
challenges in wagf administration. These lands,
often located in prime areas, have been illegally
occupied, sold, or misused for private gain. Corrupt
officials, in collusion with political players, have
facilitated fraudulent transactions, making it nearly
impossible for genuine beneficiaries to reclaim
these assets. The previous system lacked
transparency, making it challenging to track land
records and financial dealings. This has only fueled
corruption and left waqf properties vulnerable to
exploitation. Despite multiple reports and calls for
action, little was done to address these issues until
now.

The Waqf Board Bill, introduced by the government,
is a bold and much-needed intervention to clean up
the mess. For the first time, a serious effort is being
made to regulate wagf boards effectively, ensuring
they function with greater transparency and
accountability. The bill mandates strict audits,
public disclosure of financial records, and the
implementation of digital tracking systems to
monitor wagf assets. By leveraging technology, the
government aims to prevent fraudulent land
transactions, making it easier to detect and correct
irregularities. This move is expected to significantly
reduce corruption and ensure that every wagqgf
property is accounted for.

Another crucial aspect of the bill is the protection of
waqgf properties from encroachment and
unauthorised sales. The proposed legal safeguards
will significantly hinder land mafias and corrupt
officials from illegally occupying or selling off wagf
properties. Stricter penalties will be imposed on
those found gquilty of misusing these assets,
ensuring that wagf lands are used for their rightful
purpose—providing welfare and support to the
needy. This is a significant departure from the past,
when political and bureaucratic negligence allowed
waqgf properties to be exploited without
consequences.

Reforming waqgf governance is not just about
legality—it is a moral and social responsibility. Waqf
properties, if managed properly, can play a
transformative role in society. They can be used to
fund schools, hospitals, orphanages, and social
welfare programs that uplift the underprivileged.
However, for these benefits to reach the people, the
first step is to ensure that wagf properties are
safeguarded from corruption and mismanagement.

The success of these reforms will depend on strict
implementation and continuous monitoring. The
BJP government has taken a firm stand against
corruption in wagf administration, but community
participation will also be essential to ensure the
reforms are effective. Unlike previous
administrations that turned a blind eye to these
issues, the BJP government is taking decisive action
to clean up wagf governance. Transparency,
accountability, and active community involvement
will be key to restoring faith in these institutions
and ensuring that waqgf properties serve their
original purpose.

The Waqf Board Bill marks a turning point in the
governance of wagf properties in India. For too long,
these assets have been misused due to political
neglect, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and corruption.
By introducing this bill, the government has
demonstrated its commitment to protecting wagf
properties and ensuring they are used for the
greater good. For the first time in decades, real
action is being taken to address these
long-standing issues, paving the way for a future
where waqf properties are protected, managed
efficiently, and used to uplift society.
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From Scandals to Scrutiny:
Wagqf Land Disputes and
the Fight for Transparency

Adv Ankita Ganga Deb
State Co-Ordinator of the Legal Cell, BJYM Odisha

Introduction

Wagqf properties hold significant historical and
religious value in India. The management and
administration of these properties have been a
subject of legal scrutiny, often leading to disputes
over ownership, encroachment, and
mismanagement. Judicial intervention, particularly
by the Supreme Court, has played a crucial role in
resolving these conflicts. Recent developments,
including amendments to the Wagf Act, have
further shaped the legal framework governing Wagf
properties. This article examines the Supreme
Court’s rulings on Wagqf land disputes, the role of
judicial intervention in checking the corruption and
mismanagement of the Waqf board, and the
implications and need for recent legislative

changes. A Waqf is a permanent endowment of

property for religious, charitable, or social welfare
purposes under Islamic law. The administration of
Wagqf properties in India is primarily governed by
the Wagqf Act, 1995, which was enacted to ensure
transparency and accountability in  Wagqgf
management

The judiciary has played a vital role in addressing
disputes over Wagqf lands, particularly concerning
encroachments, illegal transfers, and conflicts with
state authorities. The Supreme Court’s judgments
have significantly influenced the interpretation and
enforcement of Wagf laws. In recent years, the
Supreme Court has delivered landmark rulings
addressing allegations of irregularities in Wagf
property management and ownership disputes.
Some of the major issues include:
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1. Encroachment and Illegal Transfers

e Several states have witnessed cases where
Wagqf lands were illegally encroached upon by
private entities and even government agencies.
Courts have stepped in to ensure that Wagqf
Boards maintain control over these properties.

2. State Acquisition of Wagf Properties

* In many instances, state governments have
attempted to take over Waqf properties for
public projects. Judicial intervention has
clarified that such acquisitions must comply
with the Waqgf Act and cannot Vviolate
fundamental religious rights.

3. Administrative Corruption and Mismanagement

e The judiciary has emphasised the need for
reforms in the functioning of Waqf Boards to
prevent corruption, misappropriation, and
fraudulent transfers. The growing concerns over
the misuse of Wagqf properties and the wrongful
conveyance of religious narratives have
alarmed both the government and private
authorities. The Supreme Court has also
expressed concern over the exploitation of
Waqf properties by Waqf Boards for
non-charitable purposes.

The Waqf Amendment and Its Impact

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, introduced to
strengthen the governance of Wagqgf properties, has
brought significant changes:

Key Features of the Amendment:

1. Enhanced Transparency:

e Mandatory digitisation of Wagqf properties to
create a centralised database, reducing
disputes over ownership.

2. Strengthened Legal Protection:
e Stricter penalties for unauthorised occupation
and illegal sale of Wagqf properties.

3. Streamlining Dispute Resolution:
e Expansion of Waqf Tribunals' jurisdiction to
expedite cases and reduce litigation delays.

4. Greater Government Oversight:

* The amendment seeks to introduce checks and
balances to curb financial mismanagement and
corruption within Wagqf Boards. Additionally, it
aims to regulate the potential misuse of Waqf
properties for political or ideological

e propaganda, addressing concerns raised by the
judiciary and other stakeholders.

Challenges and the Way Forward

Despite judicial intervention and legal reforms,
several challenges persist in protecting Wagf
properties:

1. Delay in Dispute Resolution:
Even with Waqgf Tribunals, cases take years to
be resolved due to procedural complexities.

. Political and Bureaucratic Interference:
Allegations of political influence in Wagf
property administration hinder fair governance.

N

3. Lack of Awareness and Documentation:
Many Waqf properties are not properly

documented, leading to disputes over
ownership and control.

4. Misuse of Wagf Boards' Authority:

* Increasing concerns over the wrongful

conveyance of religious thoughts and illegal
leasing of Wagqf lands have made judicial
intervention more critical. The Supreme Court
has urged legislative and administrative bodies
to prevent Waqf Boards from being misused for
ulterior motives.

Despite the legal framework in place, instances of
corruption and mismanagement in Waqf Boards
have been frequently reported. Allegations of
unauthorised sales, financial irregularities, and
illegal occupation of Waqf lands have necessitated
stricter government intervention.

Notable Cases of Corruption and Mismanagement:

1. Andhra Pradesh Wagqf Board Land Scam (2012)

» Senior officials were accused of illegally
transferring Wagqf land worth thousands of
crores to private individuals and businesses,
leading to widespread controversy and legal
battles.

2. Karnataka Waqf Board Scam (2022)

« A government report alleged the
misappropriation of over 29,000 acres of Waqf
land worth approximately %2 lakh crore.
Investigations revealed unauthorized leasing,
fraudulent documentation, and favoritism in
land allocations.

3. Delhi Wagf Board Irregularities (2023)
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e Allegations of misuse of funds and illegal
appointments  surfaced, prompting the
government to order an inquiry into financial
and administrative irregularities.

4. Tamil Nadu Waqf Land Encroachment Case

(2021)

* Reports indicated that large portions of Wagqf
land were illegally occupied by private entities
with the alleged complicity of Wagf Board
officials.

Given the rampant corruption and mismanagement,
there is an urgent need for greater government
oversight and stricter regulations to protect Wagf
properties from further exploitation.

Measures for Effective Governance:

1. Increased Transparency and Accountability

» Digitization of Wagqf properties and financial
transactions can prevent fraudulent activities
and ensure public access to records.

2. Stronger Legal Framework

* Amending the Waqgf Act to include harsher
penalties for unauthorised transactions and
illegal encroachments.

3. Regular Audits and Investigations

e Mandatory annual audits and independent
investigations into Waqf Board activities to
curb financial irregularities.

4. Independent Regulatory Authority

e Establishing an autonomous body to oversee
Wagqf properties and ensure compliance with
legal mandates, reducing political and
bureaucratic interference.

5. Public Participation and Awareness

* Encouraging community involvement in Wagqgf
property  management  and increasing
awareness about legal rights to prevent
exploitation.

The Waqf Amendment and Its Impact

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2023, introduced to
strengthen the governance of Wagf properties, has
brought significant changes:

Key Features of the Amendment:

1. Enhanced Transparency:
e Mandatory digitisation of Wagf properties to

e create a centralised database,
disputes over ownership.

reducing

2. Strengthened Legal Protection:
e Stricter penalties for unauthorised occupation
and illegal sale of Wagf properties.

3. Streamlining Dispute Resolution:
* Expansion of Wagf Tribunals' jurisdiction to
expedite cases and reduce litigation delays.

4. Greater Government Oversight:

* The amendment seeks to introduce checks and
balances to curb financial mismanagement and
corruption within Wagf Boards. Additionally, it
aims to regulate the potential misuse of Wagqf
properties  for  political or ideological
propaganda, addressing concerns raised by the
judiciary and other stakeholders.

Conclusion

Judicial intervention and Supreme Court rulings
have played a pivotal role in safeguarding Wagqf
properties from encroachments, illegal transfers,
and mismanagement. Recent legislative
amendments aim to enhance transparency and
efficiency in Waqgf governance. However, continuous
judicial oversight and policy improvements are
necessary to ensure that Wagf lands serve their
intended religious and charitable purposes
effectively. Strengthening institutional mechanisms
and promoting awareness can further safeguard
these vital assets for future generations. Moreover,
addressing corruption and the wrongful use of Wagf
Boards for ideological or political ends will remain a
key challenge for both the judiciary and
policymakers.
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The Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
introduced in the Lok Sabha on 8
August 2024, seeks to implement
significant reforms to the Waqf Act,
1995. In  conjunction with the
Mussalman Wakf (Repeal) Bill, 2024,
this legislative initiative aims to
streamline the administration of Waqf

properties while addressing
long-standing concerns relating to
governance, transparency, and

mismanagement. The Bill proposes
substantial structural reforms,
including the renaming of the Wagqf
Act, the redefinition of key terms,
improvements to the registration
process, and the integration of
technology to enhance record-keeping
systems.

Understanding Waqf: A Historical
Perspective

Waqf refers to the permanent
dedication of property for religious or
charitable purposes under Islamic law.
Such properties are deemed to be held
in perpetuity for the benefit of the
public, with no reversion of ownership
to individuals. In India, the concept of
Wagf can be traced back to the period
of the Delhi Sultanate, when Sultan
Muizz al-Din  Muhammad  Ghurl
dedicated land to the Jama Masjid of
Multan. Over the centuries, Wagf
properties have grown substantially in
number and value; however, their
administration has frequently been
impeded by legal complexities and
bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Wagqgf Without
Oversight No
More: A Reform
Rooted in
Reason and
Rights

Dr Akshitha H M
Author and Columnist
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Key Features of the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024

1. Renaming the Act for Broader Management and
Development

One of the prominent changes proposed is the
renaming of the Waqf Act, 1995, to the Unified Waqf

Management, Empowerment, Efficiency, and
Development Act, 1995. This reflects the
Government’s intention to ensure effective

administration while promoting the empowerment
and development of Wagf institutions.

2. New Provisions on the Formation of Waqf

The Bill specifies that Wagf may be established
through declaration, long-term recognition (Wagqf
by user), or endowment upon the cessation of
succession (Wagf-alal-aulad). However, it removes
the provision that allowed Waqf properties to be
claimed solely on the basis of prolonged religious
use, thereby ensuring greater legal clarity.

3. Government-Owned Properties Exempted from
Wagf Claims

A major concern in Waqgf administration has been
the ambiguous ownership of properties. The Bill
provides that any government property previously
identified as Wagf shall cease to be considered as
such. The Collector of the area shall assess and
determine ownership, ensuring that public lands
are not erroneously classified under Waqf.

4. Survey of Wagqf Properties Under Revenue
Authorities

The responsibility for surveying Wagqgf properties
shall now rest with the Collectors, rather than with
Survey Commissioners. This measure aims to
enhance efficiency and reduce delays in the
classification and registration of Waqf properties.
5. Inclusion of Non-Muslim Members in the Central
Wagf Council

Previously, the Central Waqgf Council (CWC)
consisted exclusively of Muslim members. The
amendment mandates the inclusion of at least two
non-Muslim members, thereby fostering diversity
and ensuring broader representation in the
decision-making process.

6. Revised Composition of Waqf Boards
The Bill restructures the composition of State Wagqf
Boards (SWBs) by authorising State Governments to

nominate members in place of holding elections.
Furthermore, the inclusion of at least two
non-Muslim members, along with representatives
from various Muslim sects—including Shias, Sunnis,
Bohras, and Aga Khanis—ensures a more inclusive
and representative framework.

7. Introduction of Tribunal Reforms and Judicial
Oversight

Under the previous regime, the decisions of Waqf
Tribunals were deemed final and not subject to
appeal. The amended Bill removes this limitation,
allowing appeals to the High Court within 90 days.
Additionally, the requirement for tribunals to
include an expert in Muslim law has been removed,
thereby encouraging a more balanced and legally
sound adjudication process.

8. Increased Role of the Central Government in
Auditing

In order to enhance financial transparency, the
Central Government is now empowered to audit
Wagf accounts through the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG). This provision ensures that Wagqgf
funds are utilised efficiently and in accordance with
their intended purposes.

Addressing Long-Standing Issues in

Administration

Wagf

e 1. Tackling Encroachments and Ownership
Disputes
With over 8.7 lakh Waqf properties spread
across 9.4 lakh acres in India, encroachments
and ownership disputes have remained
persistent concerns. The Bill introduces clearer
guidelines for property verification and legal
recourse, with the aim of reducing litigation
and ensuring fair and timely resolution of such
matters.

e 2. Preventing the Misuse of Waqf Provisions
Section 40 of the Waqf Act, which previously
enabled Waqf Boards to make sweeping claims
over properties, has often been a source of legal
conflict. The amendment curtails these
expansive powers, mandating that all Waqf
claims undergo proper scrutiny and verification
to prevent misuse.

» 3. Enhancing Financial Accountability
Reports by the Sachar Committee and the Joint
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e Parliamentary Committee (JPC) have
highlighted significant inefficiencies in the
financial management of Waqf properties. It is
estimated that these assets could generate a
minimum annual income of ¥12,000 crore if
managed effectively. The amended Bill enforces
stricter financial reporting standards and
mandates the digitalisation of all Wagf records
to ensure greater  transparency and
accountability.

e 4. Addressing Public Concerns and Grievances
Between 2022 and 2025, the Ministry of Minority
Affairs received 566 complaints concerning
issues such as encroachment, financial
mismanagement, and irregularities in Wagf
property administration. The amendment seeks
to expedite grievance redressal by empowering
High Courts and revenue authorities to
intervene and adjudicate disputes when
necessary.

Notable Waqf Disputes Across India

The growing number of disputes concerning Wagf

Board claims over government and private

properties has raised serious concerns about land

ownership transparency and legal oversight.

Numerous high-profile cases across the country

illustrate the opaque nature of some Wagf

acquisitions, frequently resulting in legal
challenges and public discontent.

e In Bengaluru’s Eidgah Ground (Karnataka), the
Wagf Board asserted ownership despite the
absence of formal transfer records.

Table 5: State-wise distribution of registered

number of immovable properties (top seven)

State/UT Property |In %
Uttar Pradesh 2,32,547 27%
Karnataka 62,830 7%
West Bengal 80,480 9%
Kerala 53,282 6%
Punjab 75,965 9%
Telangana 45,682 5%
Tamil Nadu 66,092 8%
Others 2,55,450 29%

Figure: Distribution of immovable property
management by category

Immovable Property Management

413,853

Table: Current Status and Key Statistics of Wagf Properties in India

Issue Statistics

Total W agf properties 8.7 lakh properties covering 9.4
lakh acres

Encroached properties 7% of total W agf lands

Cases pending in tribunals | 40,951 cases

properties

Market value of W aqgf %1.2 lakh crore

Revenue generated <3% of potential earnings
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e In Surat (Gujarat), the Board laid claim to the
Municipal Corporation Building, citing its
historical use as a sarai for Hajj pilgrims.

¢ In Bet Dwarka Islands (Gujarat), the Gujarat High
Court dismissed the Waqf Board’s claim,
asserting lack of legal basis.

e In Thiruchenthurai Village (Tamil Nadu), local
farmers were prevented from selling their land
due to similar claims by the Wagf Board.

e The Haj House in Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh), built
on land acquired through Wagf claims, has also
been a point of contention.

e The Bhojshala Complex (Madhya Pradesh)
remains a contested site between Hindu and
Muslim groups, with Waqf involvement
intensifying the legal debate.

e In Ajmer (Rajasthan), large tracts of land near
the Dargah Sharif have been subject to
protracted legal disputes over Wagf
classification.

* Mumbai’s coastal zones and the Red Fort
enclave in Delhi have also witnessed
Wagf-related land claims, often sparking
litigation and public protests.

e The Gyanvapi Mosque case in Uttar Pradesh
remains under active litigation, with the Wagf
Board’s participation further intensifying
national discussions on historical land rights.

High-Profile Disputes and Public Outcry over Waqgf
Claims

Several high-profile cases have emerged in recent
years where Wagf Boards have laid claim to
government and privately owned properties,
resulting in protracted legal disputes and
significant public concern.

In Karnataka, a major controversy arose over
allegations that 1,500 acres of land in Honvada
village, Vijayapura district—cultivated and owned by
Hindu farmers—were being taken over by the Waqf
Board with the alleged backing of the state
government. This claim, widely circulated and
amplified by political leaders on social media, drew
attention to the opaque nature of Wagqgf land
acquisitions and their potential social and
economic impact on local communities.

Similarly, the assertion by political leader

Badruddin Ajmal that areas surrounding Vasant
Vihar and the Delhi airport were originally Wagf
properties sparked intense debate about historical
land ownership and the adequacy of legal
mechanisms to contest such claims.

Further exacerbating tensions, claims by Wagqf
authorities over iconic government buildings such
as the Indian Parliament and the Vidhan Soudha in
Karnataka have invited widespread criticism and
legal challenges. These instances have intensified
calls for improved transparency, clear demarcation
of property boundaries, and a robust legal
framework to prevent unfounded or politically
motivated claims.

Conclusion: Striking a Balance

The prevalence of corruption, encroachment, and
administrative irregularities in the management of
Wagqf properties highlights the urgent need for
comprehensive governance reforms. The Wagqgf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, represents a significant
step towards fostering accountability, transparency,
and efficiency in the administration of Wagf assets.
By strengthening legal enforcement and ensuring
impartial oversight, the Bill seeks to safeguard
Wagqf properties from financial mismanagement
and encroachments, while upholding their original
charitable and community-oriented purposes.
However, the success of these reforms will
ultimately depend on their impartial
implementation—free from political interference
and administrative loopholes.

The proposed amendments strive to strike a
delicate balance between the protection of
religious rights and the enforcement of legal
safeguards. They aim to ensure that Wagf
properties are managed in a manner consistent
with the public interest and aligned with modern
principles of good governance.

Ultimately, the focus must remain on reinforcing
institutional integrity and preventing the misuse of
Wagf assets for private or political advantage.

‘Land and property rights are fundamental to
economic security and governance. If these are not
protected, disputes will only rise."

— Hernando de Soto
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‘An Inclusive Approach

to Governance

Dr. Mithilesh Kumar Pandey
Assistant Professor at the University of Delhi

The introduction of the Wagf Board Bill marks a
significant development in the legislative
framework governing religious endowments in
India. This bill aims to enhance the management
and oversight of waqgf properties, ensuring
transparency and accountability while respecting
the religious freedoms enshrined in the
Constitution.

Wagqf refers to the permanent dedication of
movable or immovable property for purposes
recognised as pious, religious, or charitable under
Islamic law. In India, waqf properties encompass
approximately 900,000 registered assets, covering
around 600,000 acres of land. These properties play
a crucial role in supporting various community
services, including the maintenance of mosques,
educational institutions, and healthcare facilities
and providing aid to the underprivileged. The
administration of these properties is governed by
the Waqf Act of 1995, which established the Central
Wagqf Council and State Waqf Boards to ensure
proper management.

The Wagf Board Bill introduces several key reforms
aimed at addressing longstanding challenges in the
administration of Waqf properties. One notable
change is the reconstitution of the Central Wagf
Council and State Waqf Boards to include
non-Muslim members and mandate the inclusion of

at least two Muslim women. This initiative aims to
promote inclusivity and incorporate diverse
perspectives into the governance of waqf
properties, thereby enhancing decision-making
processes and fostering transparency. While some
critics argue that this inclusion may infringe upon
the autonomy of the Muslim community in
managing their religious endowments, it is
essential to recognise that the primary intent is to
integrate professional expertise and ensure that
wagqf assets are managed effectively for the benefit
of all stakeholders.

Another significant amendment involves
empowering the District Collector to determine the
status of disputed properties, particularly in cases
where there is ambiguity between government and
wagf ownership. This change aims to streamline the
resolution process, leveraging the administrative
capabilities of the District Collector’s office to
ensure accurate and efficient adjudication of
property disputes. By centralising this function, the
amendment seeks to reduce discrepancies and
disputes related to property records, thereby
safeguarding waqgf properties from encroachments
and unauthorised use.

This bill introduces the District Collector as an
arbiter to decide whether a property is waqgf or
government land, a role previously held by the Wagf
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Tribunal. The bill also addresses the issue of
government properties that have been erroneously
identified as waqf. It stipulates that any
government property identified or declared as waqgf
property, before or after the commencement of this
Act, shall not be deemed to be a waqf property. The
District Collector is now responsible for determining
whether a property is government-owned or not,
and their decision is considered final, with
necessary corrections to be made in revenue
records accordingly.

Furthermore, the amendment introduces a
requirement for the mandatory registration of waqgf
properties with the District Collector’'s Office for
proper evaluation. This measure aims to enhance
transparency and  accountability in  the
management of waqgf assets. Additionally, the bill
introduces a new rule stating that only a lawful
property owner who is competent to transfer or
dedicate the property can create a wagf. The bill
further specifies that only a person who has
practiced Islam for at least five years may declare a
wagf.

It is imperative to contextualise these reforms
within  the broader framework of India’s
constitutional commitment to religious freedom.
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution guarantees all
citizens the right to freely profess, practice, and
propagate religion. The Waqgf Board Bill aligns with
this constitutional mandate by seeking to improve
the management of Waqgf properties without
interfering in religious practices. The inclusion of
non-Muslim members in wagf governance bodies
does not compromise the religious aspects of wagf

but rather aims to enhance administrative
efficiency and accountability.
The government's consultative approach in

formulating this bill is noteworthy. The bill was
referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
comprising members from various political parties,
reflecting a commitment to democratic deliberation

and consensus-building. The JPC conducted
extensive  consultations  with  stakeholders,
including representatives from the Muslim
community, legal experts, and civil society

organisations. This inclusive process underscores
the government’s dedication to ensuring that the

amendments are well-informed and considerate of
diverse perspectives.

Critics of the Waqf Board Bill have expressed
concerns regarding potential overreach and the
perceived dilution of the community’s autonomy in
managing wagqgf properties. However, it is essential
to distinguish between the regulation of secular
activities associated with wagf properties and the
preservation  of  religious  practices. The
amendments focus on enhancing transparency and
efficiency in the management of wagf assets,
ensuring that these properties serve their intended
charitable and social purposes effectively. The
regulatory measures introduced by the bill are
designed to prevent mismanagement and misuse of
wagqf properties, thereby protecting the interests of
the community and upholding the sanctity of wagf.

The ethos of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’—the world
is one family—resonates deeply with the inclusive
spirit of the Wagf Board Bill. By promoting diversity
and accountability in the management of wagf
properties, the bill embodies the principle of
collective well-being and harmonious coexistence.
The reforms aim to ensure that waqf assets
contribute positively to society as a whole,
reflecting the universal values of compassion,
charity, and communal harmony that are integral to
India’s cultural heritage.

Basically, the Waqgf Board Bill represents a
significant step toward reforming the management
of waqf properties in India. By introducing measures
to enhance accountability, inclusivity, and
transparency, the bill aims to ensure that these
properties continue to serve their intended
charitable and religious purposes effectively.
Importantly, it achieves these objectives while
upholding the fundamental right to religious
freedom, embodying the principles of good
governance and the inclusive vision encapsulated in
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.” The government’s
proactive and consultative approach in formulating
this bill highlights its commitment to ensuring that
India’s diverse communities can continue to thrive
in an environment of harmony, trust, and mutual
respect.
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Introduction

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, recently approved
by the Union Cabinet, aims to reform the
management and administration of waqgf properties
in India. Waqf properties are charitable
endowments made by Muslims for religious,
educational, or charitable purposes. This essay
examines the legal framework governing wagf
properties prior to the new bill, the challenges
encountered in their administration, notable cases
of mismanagement, the major changes proposed in
the bill, and how these reforms aim to enhance
transparency, accountability, and governance.

Legal Framework Governing Waqf Properties
Before the New Bill

The administration of wagf properties in India has
historically been governed by the Waqf Act of 1995.
This Act defined wagf as the permanent dedication
of movable or immovable property by a Muslim for
purposes recognised as pious, religious, or
charitable under Islamic law. Each state was
mandated to establish a Waqf Board responsible for
the general supervision of these properties. The Act
also provided for the establishment of Waqf
Tribunals to resolve disputes related to Wagf
properties. Despite these provisions, the Act faced
criticism  for its inadequate enforcement
mechanisms and lack of stringent measures to
prevent mismanagement and corruption.

Key Problems and Mismanagement in Wagf
Administration

Over the years, several issues have plagued the
administration of wagf properties. Firstly, it can be
argued beyond a reasonable doubt that there have
been numerous instances where waqgf properties
were illegally sold or leased at rates significantly
lower than market value, leading to substantial
financial losses. Moreover, Waqgf properties have
often been subject to unauthorised occupation,
with encroachers taking advantage of the lack of
proper monitoring and enforcement by Wagqf
Boards. In addition, allegations of corrupt practices,
including favoritism in leasing wagf properties and
mismanagement of funds, have been prevalent.

The Waqf
(Amendment)
Bill, 2024:

A Step Towards
Transparency &
Accountability

Nikil Sankar Narayanan
first-year law student
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Lack of Transparency and Accountability in Waqf
Boards

The governance of Wagf Boards has been marred by
numerous factors, including inadequate
maintenance of records, which has made it
challenging to track waqf properties and their
utilisation; lack of regular and thorough audits,
which has allowed financial discrepancies to go
unnoticed; and weak regulatory oversight, which
has enabled malpractices to persist without
significant repercussions.

Cases of Encroachment, Corruption, and

Mismanagement of Waqf Properties

Over the years, several high-profile cases have
highlighted the extent of mismanagement. A 2012
report by the Karnataka State Minorities
Commission alleged that approximately 27,000
acres of wagf land, valued at around %2 trillion, had
been misappropriated or allocated illegally,
implicating politicians and board members in
collusion with real estate entities.

&

s

Recently, in 2022, Amanatullah Khan, the chairman
of the Delhi Wagf Board, was arrested on charges of
corruption and financial mismanagement related to
illegal recruitment and the misuse of funds.

Exclusion of
Will  Improve

and
Reforms

Discrimination
Beneficiaries—How
Governance

The mismanagement of waqgf properties has often
led to the exclusion of intended beneficiaries,
particularly  marginalised communities. By
introducing reforms that enhance transparency and
accountability, the administration of waqf
properties can be aligned more closely with their
intended charitable purposes, ensuring that
benefits reach the rightful recipients without
discrimination.

Overview of the Major Changes Proposed in the Bill
The Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2024 introduces several
significant reforms. Some of the key reforms
include:

7 B
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e The Act is now renamed as the Unified Wagf
Management, Empowerment, Efficiency, and
Development Act, 1995, for better governance.

e Only Muslims who have practiced for 5 years or
more can declare a waqf, and they must own
the property.

e Govt-owned properties cannot be Wagqf.
Collectors resolve disputes and update records.

» Collectors, not Survey Commissioners, will
conduct waqgf surveys under state revenue
laws.

« The Board now includes two non-Muslim
members. MPs, judges, and eminent persons
can be appointed regardless of religion. Muslim
members must include scholars, board chairs,
and two women.

» For the Wagf Board, the state govt nominates
members (no elections). Boards must have two
non-Muslim members, representation from all
Muslim sects, and at least two Muslim women.

» There is no longer a requirement for a Muslim
law expert. Tribunals now include a judge
(chairman) and a senior govt officer.

* Bohra and Agakhani sects can establish their
own wagqf boards if eligible.

Strengthening Regulatory Mechanisms and
Government Oversight

To address existing challenges, the bill enhances
regulatory frameworks by, first, defining explicit
procedures for the leasing and sale of waqf
properties to prevent unauthorised transactions.
Second, it mandates periodic financial audits to
detect and address discrepancies promptly. Third, it
grants oversight bodies more authority to enforce
compliance and take corrective actions against
malpractices.

Role of Technology in Ensuring Transparency in
Wagf Land Records

The integration of technology plays a crucial role in
promoting transparency. Firstly, implementing
digital databases for waqgf properties ensures the
accuracy and accessibility of records. Moreover,
using geospatial technologies to map waqf
properties prevents encroachments and
unauthorised use.

Land Grabbing and Illegal Encroachments on
Waqf Properties

Illegal encroachments have been a major concern
for waqgf properties, with several instances of land
grabbing by powerful individuals or entities. The
new bill proposes stricter penalties and eviction
mechanisms to reclaim encroached lands and
prevent future encroachments.

Ensuring That Wagqf Properties Serve the Intended
Communities

The primary objective of the reforms is to ensure
that wagf properties are used for their intended
purpose—benefiting underprivileged communities.
By implementing stricter guidelines and oversight,
the bill seeks to ensure that these properties
contribute to social welfare and community
development.

Creating Accountability Mechanisms for Wagf
Board Members

To improve governance, the bill introduces
mechanisms for holding Wagf Board members
accountable for mismanagement. Regular audits,
transparency in decision-making, and penalties for
violations are expected to deter corrupt practices.

Addressing Misinformation Spread by Political
and Religious Groups

There has been significant misinformation
regarding the bill, with claims that it infringes on
religious freedoms. However, the amendments
focus solely on governance and accountability

rather than religious practices. Addressing
misinformation  through  public  awareness
campaigns will be crucial for successful

implementation.

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, marks a
significant  step  toward improving  the
administration of wagf properties in India. By

addressing  corruption, encroachments, and
mismanagement while introducing
technology-driven  transparency and stronger

accountability mechanisms, the bill aims to ensure
that waqgf properties serve their intended
charitable and social purposes effectively.
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An Overview of the Wagqgf Board in India: Issues,
Claims, and the Need for Reform

The Wagqf Board is the third-largest landholder in
India, following the Indian Railways and the
Ministry of Defence. Various State Waqgf Boards
collectively manage over 8.7 lakh properties across
the country, valued at more than %1 lakh crore.
Notably, a large portion of these properties are
centrally located in urban and semi-urban areas,
making them both economically and strategically
significant.

Despite the size and value of these holdings, the
Wagqf Boards paid less than 1.26 crore in taxes for
the land they own in the financial year 2023-24.
Furthermore, there are currently over 41,000
pending court cases involving disputes over the
illegal occupation and ownership of Wagf lands.

Recently, the Karnataka Waqf Board was allocated
%100 crore by the state government for the
development of Waqf properties. However, this
move came under scrutiny after the Board laid claim
to over 15,000 acres of agricultural land in
Vijayapura district—land owned and cultivated by
local farmers. Similar notices have been reported in
the districts of Dharwad, Ballari, and Chitradurga,
prompting widespread concern among landowners.

Legal Power and Allegations of Misuse

Section 40 of the Waqf Act grants the Waqf Board
the authority to determine whether a property
qualifies as Wagqf property. However, this provision
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has allegedly been misused in several cases to
assert ownership over land without proper
verification. A recent example includes the Wagf
Board’s claim over the entire village of
Thiruchendurai in Tamil Nadu, which is home to the
1,500-year-old Sundareswarar Temple. In Gujarat,
the Board also claimed two islands near Bet
Dwarka, which were later rejected by the courts.

There are growing concerns that the Wagf Board is
functioning as a quasi-judicial body with unchecked
powers, often issuing notices of ownership without
prior verification. Once a claim is made, it is rarely
reversed—even in instances where landowners
possess valid documentation. Legal battles that
ensue are expensive and time-consuming,
especially for ordinary citizens.

Disputed Cases Across States

 In Kerala, the Waqf Board has claimed
ownership of the entire village of Munambam in
Kochi district, despite more than 600 families
holding legal documents of ownership.

* In Ernakulam district, several Christian families
have also reported that their ancestral
properties were declared as Waqf land without
due process.

e In Taliparamba, Kannur, over 300 residents
received legal notices from the Wagf Board
regarding claims to their properties.

* In Mananthavady (Wayanad), families have also
been issued similar notices.

Unfortunately, the state government has taken no
meaningful action in many of these cases. On the

contrary, in Kerala, BJP workers who protested
against such claims were arrested, further raising
questions about political bias and selective law
enforcement.

A Broader Pattern of Political Selectivity

The resistance to the Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
must be understood in the broader context of
political selectivity and double standards practised
by some state governments and opposition parties.
While these groups project the amendment as an
assault on minority rights, a closer examination
reveals that the criticism often stems not from a
commitment to justice, but from a desire to
maintain control over unregulated religious
endowments and the political capital they yield.

It is no secret that state governments such as those
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu exercise extensive control

over Hindu temples, including their finances,
administrative  appointments, and  property
management. These temples contribute

significantly to state revenues, yet their functioning
remains under tight bureaucratic control, often with
no equivalent public scrutiny or political outrage.
On the other hand, when attempts are made to
bring Waqf institutions under similar transparency
and accountability, the same political actors raise
the bogey of "religious persecution" or "suppression
of minorities."

This selective defence of religious institutions
reveals a clear pattern: religious autonomy is
invoked only when it serves specific political
interests. Hindu religious institutions are often
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treated as public assets subject to state control,
while  minority institutions—especially ~Wagf
Boards—are portrayed as untouchable entities
beyond reform. Such hypocrisy not only undermines
secular governance but also weakens the case for
genuine pluralism.

Countering the
Amendment Bill

Propaganda Against the

Opposition to the Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, has
largely revolved around alarmist narratives that
seek to portray the reforms as anti-Muslim or an
infringement on religious freedoms. However, a
factual and objective reading of the Bill makes it
abundantly clear that it strengthens Wagf
institutions rather than dismantling them.

1. Ensuring Accountability, Not Suppression

The Bill introduces transparent mechanisms to
prevent misuse of Waqgf land and protect legitimate
endowments. For decades, Waqgf Boards have
suffered from allegations of corruption, illegal land
encroachments, and arbitrary claims over public and
private property. The amendment merely ensures
due process and verification before such claims are
entertained—something that should be welcomed,
not opposed.

2. Protecting Genuine Religious Endowments

By clearly defining who can declare a Waqf and by
removing the vague concept of “Wagqf by user,” the
amendment protects both genuine endowments
and the property rights of ordinary citizens. It puts
an end to situations where landowners, farmers,
and even long-settled families suddenly face claims
of Waqgf ownership with little or no documentation.

3. Upholding Women’s Rights

Ironically, some of the loudest opponents of the
amendment have turned a blind eye to the fact that
the Bill introduces progressive reforms for Muslim

women, particularly by safeguarding their
inheritance rights in  Wagqgf-alal-aulad. These
changes correct patriarchal practices like

putro-poutradi krome and are completely in line
with constitutional values of gender justice.

4. Inclusive Representation, Not Exclusion

The inclusion of non-Muslim members in Wagf
Boards is being misrepresented as communal

interference. In reality, this move is designed to
promote diversity, inclusivity, and impartial
oversight, just as members of different faiths
already serve in bodies like the National
Commission for Minorities or temple management
boards in some states. There is no religious
discrimination here—only a strengthening of
pluralistic administration.

5. Judicial Review, Not Arbitrary Control

The amendment also empowers citizens by
introducing the right to appeal Wagqf Tribunal
decisions in the High Court, replacing the previous
regime where Tribunal rulings were final and
beyond judicial review. Far from being oppressive,
this provision strengthens the rule of law and
protects individuals from arbitrary decisions.

Conclusion: Equal Law for All

The Wagqgf Board should not be allowed to operate
beyond the bounds of legal scrutiny. There must be
strict rules and regulations regarding land
ownership claims made by any authority, including
Wagqgf Boards. All claims must be preceded by
thorough verification, and proper legal procedures
must be followed before any notice is issued.

It is also imperative to conduct a comprehensive
audit of Wagf Board land acquisitions over the past
decade to verify their legality. The idea that the
Board can unilaterally declare ownership over any
property—whether agricultural land, villages, or
even historically significant monuments—is deeply
problematic.

If left unchecked, one might soon witness claims
over places like the Vidhan Soudha in Karnataka or
the Parliament of India in New Delhi. This is not a
far-fetched fear, given the precedent of increasingly
audacious claims.

Importantly, there is no parallel instance of temple
trusts or Christian religious bodies making similar
large-scale claims over others’ land. In a country
governed by the rule of law and the principle of
equality, all religions and religious institutions
must be subject to the same legal standards. The
law must be fair—and must be seen to be fair—for
every citizen, irrespective of their faith.
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Strengthening
Wagqf Oversight:

Legal Reforms for %

SN

Public Trust and
Effective
Governance

Advocate Suhasini Singh

Issues of mismanagement, corruption, and a lack of
transparency have long plagued the administration

of Wagqgf properties. Reports of widespread
misuse—some involving assets valued in the
billions—have cast serious doubt on the

effectiveness of existing monitoring mechanisms.
The Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, however, seeks to
address these concerns by introducing more robust
governmental oversight and reinforcing regulatory
frameworks.

Crucially, Waqgf properties hold substantial social
and economic value, contributing to religious,
educational, and charitable activities across the
country. It is, therefore, imperative that the core
characteristics and purposes of Wagf are preserved,
even as enhanced accountability and governance
mechanisms are put in place to ensure their optimal
and ethical utilisation.

Historical Context and Existing Challenges

The regulatory framework for wagf properties in
India is primarily the Wagf Act, 1995, which enables
the operation of wagf assets through waqf boards
strategically established at the state level. Despite
the institutional framework, waqgf boards have been
operating in a context of limited accountability,
resulting in  widespread and  high-level
misappropriation of wagf lands, administrative
inefficiencies, and regular encroachments on wagqgf
properties.

been the

has
accountability of waqf boards: Office bearers are

One of the significant gaps

hardly called to account. Corruption in
appointments, fraudulent practices in the sale and
purchase of properties, and the absence of digitised
land records have compounded this problem. The
Wagf Act, 1995, was intended to provide regulations
on wagf; however, its implementation proved to be
challenging and is currently in urgent need of
reform.

The courts have frequently intervened. However,
these interventions have not fully dealt with
systemic governance challenges. The Waqf Act,
1995, established a framework for matters related
to wagf; however, governance and accountability
are marred by inefficiencies, and the need for
reform has become urgent.

Key Reforms Proposed in the Waqgf Board Bill

The new waqf board bill includes several regulatory
systems aimed at increasing government oversight,
enhancing transparency, and improving services to
beneficiaries. Some of the critical provisions
include:

Enhanced Government Oversight:

The bill enhances accountability for wagqf
boards by strengthening the central
government's regulatory role and permitting
audits by the Comptroller and Auditor-General
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e (CAG) rather than
answerable to
authorities.

e It empowers the central government to direct
audits of wagqf institutions as needed, but it
does not mandate annual audits by external
agencies.

e The legislation expands the central
government's authority to intervene in cases of
mismanagement of wagf properties.

requiring them to be
independent  regulatory

Digitalization and Transparency Measures:

e The bill proposes changes to the composition
and appointment process of waqf boards,
including provisions that allow non-Muslim
members and grant state governments the
authority to nominate all board members.
However, it does not mandate stringent
qualification criteria related to legal and
financial expertise.

* While the bill aims to enhance transparency
and accountability in waqf management, it does
not establish precise mechanisms for
evaluating board members' performance or
specifying procedures for their removal in cases
of corruption or inefficiency.

« The bill introduces stricter penalties for illegal
encroachments on wagqf properties, including
imprisonment of up to two years and fines for
violators.

Judicial Precedents and the Need for a Stronger
Legal Framework

Indian courts have consistently stressed the need
for transparency in wagf management. In Board of
Muslim Wakfs, Rajasthan v. Radha Kishan (1979), the
Supreme Court held that the classification of a
property as waqgf must be subject to judicial review,
ensuring that governance is not arbitrary. Further, in
Ramesh Gobindram v. Sugra Humayan Mirza Wakf
(2010), the Supreme Court clarified that wakf
properties hold a special legal status, and disputes
regarding their ownership or management fall
exclusively within the jurisdiction of Wakf Tribunals.
These rulings emphasise the perpetual nature of
waqgf assets and the need for robust legal
safeguards to prevent encroachment and
misappropriation. However, weak enforcement has
been stark in the face of political pressure and

bureaucratic inertia. But, despite the judgment, it is
not enforced, as the bureaucracy is inert and
politicians  interfere. The new bill  will
institutionalise stricter legal provisions to fill this
enforcement gap.

Striking a Balance: Reform vs. Religious Autonomy
One of the primary arguments against wagf reforms
is the concern over state interference in religious
affairs. However, regulation should not be mistaken
for interference. The critical question is whether
increased government oversight strikes a delicate
balance between regulation and religious
autonomy or amounts to bureaucratic overreach.
The bill does not alter the religious character of
waqgf properties; instead, it seeks to ensure that
these properties remain dedicated to their original
charitable and religious purposes. Effective
regulation of wagf management is essential to
safeguard the rights of beneficiaries—particularly
the underprivileged—and to ensure that wagqgf
properties are utilised in accordance with their
intended objectives, as envisioned under Islamic
jurisprudence.

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, aims to address
inefficiencies and corruption that have long plagued
waqgf administration. Key reforms, including
enhanced regulatory oversight, digital transparency,
stronger accountability for waqf board members,
and judicial empowerment, mark significant steps
toward more effective governance.

For these reforms to succeed, implementation will
be key. The role of enforcement agencies,
complemented by judicial oversight, will be critical
in ensuring that waqgf properties are managed in
alignment with their intended purpose.

Moving forward, collaboration among key
stakeholders—religious leaders, legal experts,
policymakers, and civil society—will be essential in
building an open, transparent, and accountable
wagf administration. Reform discussions should not
end with the passage of legislation; rather,
continuous public deliberation is necessary to
uphold the integrity and positive societal impact of
wagqgf properties.
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Why the Waqf
(Amendment)
Bill, 2024,
Ensures
Accountability
Without
Interfering
with Religious
Freedoms

Manik Ahluwalia
Supreme Court of India
& Delhi High Court

The Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, has sparked
significant discussion in legal, political, and
religious circles. Critics argue that the bill interferes
with religious freedoms, while its proponents assert
that it simply ensures transparency, accountability,
and better governance of Waqf properties. However,
a close examination of the bill makes it evident that
it does not infringe upon religious rights but
strengthens  safeguards against  corruption,
encroachments, and mismanagement. It aligns with
the principles of constitutional secularism, ensuring
that religious institutions operate with integrity
and in the interest of the community they are
meant to serve.

Understanding Waqf and Its Importance

The concept of Waqf is deeply rooted in Islamic
traditions, referring to the endowment of property
for religious or charitable purposes, making it
inalienable and meant to serve the community
perpetually. In India, Wagqgf properties include
mosques, dargahs, graveyards, educational
institutions, and other religious or social welfare
establishments. These properties are governed
under the Waqf Act, 1995, which mandates Wagf
Boards in every state to manage and safeguard
these assets.
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Despite these legal provisions, several challenges

persist:

» Encroachment by private entities and state
authorities.

e lLack of
properties.

e Corruption and mismanagement within Wagqf
Boards.

e Unauthorized transfers and sales of Wagf land.

proper documentation of Wagqgf

The Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 or as the current
moniker goes the UMEED (The Unified Wagf

Management, Empowerment, Efficiency, and
Development) Bill seeks to address these
challenges without interfering with religious

practices or ownership. Instead, it strengthens the
legal framework to protect Wagf assets from
misappropriation.

How the Bill Strengthens Accountability Without
Curbing Religious Freedom

1. Enhancing Transparency Without Government

Overreach

One of the primary objectives of the bill is to

introduce  better oversight and financial

accountability without altering the religious nature

of Wagqf institutions. It does not grant the

government control over how mosques, madrasas,

or other institutions conduct religious affairs.

Instead, it focuses on:

» Digitalizing records of Wagf properties to
prevent fraud.

* Requiring financial
utilization.

audits to track fund

* Ensuring public accessibility to Waqf land
records.

2. Preventing Sales and Unauthorized

Transfers

Wagqf properties are meant to be perpetual

endowments and cannot be sold or transferred

unlawfully. However, multiple cases have emerged

where Wagqgf lands were illegally transferred or

encroached upon. The new bill:

e Mandates stricter legal scrutiny before any
Wagf land transaction.

e Prohibits  unauthorized
properties.

» Strengthens the role of Wagf Tribunals to

resolve disputes efficiently.

Illegal

sales of Waqf

These provisions ensure that Wagf properties
remain dedicated to their intended purpose without
interference in religious practices.

3. Strengthening Waqf Boards Without Political
Influence

A significant concern in the management of Waqf
properties has been political interference and
bureaucratic inefficiency. The bill aims to make
Wagqgf Boards more autonomous, accountable, and

effective by:
* Ensuring that appointments to Waqf Boards are
based on merit rather than political

considerations.

* Requiring board members to have expertise in
finance, law, or administration.

e Empowering Waqf Boards to take swift action
against encroachments.
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These measures ensure that Waqf Boards function
as independent custodians of Waqf properties
rather than political extensions.

4. Legal Recourse and Judicial Oversight

The Supreme Court has repeatedly emphasized the

need for judicial clarity in Waqf land disputes. The

bill strengthens judicial oversight by:

e Expediting dispute resolution through Wagqf
Tribunals.

e Ensuring that cases related to Wagqf property
disputes follow due processes.

* Preventing arbitrary government acquisition of
Wagf land.

Thus, rather than interfering with religious freedom,
the bill reinforces legal safeguards that benefit
Wagf institutions.

5. Protection Against Encroachments and Misuse

Encroachment of Waqf properties by private
entities, government projects, and real estate
developers has been a long-standing issue. The bill
introduces stricter monitoring mechanisms to
prevent this. Some key measures include:

e C(Creating a centralized database of Wagqgf

properties.

e Penalizing encroachers and unauthorized
occupants.

* Allowing public objections against wrongful
transfers.

This ensures that Wagf lands remain within the
community's control and are not arbitrarily taken
over.

Addressing Common Misconceptions

Misconception 1: The Government is Taking Over
Wagf Properties

Reality: The bill does not transfer Wagqf properties to
government control. It merely introduces
regulations to ensure better management and
accountability.

Misconception 2: The Bill Interferes in Religious
Practices

Reality: The bill does not dictate how religious
institutions operate but ensures that their assets
are not misused. Mosques, madrasas, and religious
schools continue to function independently.

Misconception 3: The Bill Targets a Specific
Religious Community

Reality: The bill is aimed at protecting Wagqf
properties from exploitation. Similar transparency
and governance measures have been introduced for
many other religious institutions.

The Constitutional Perspective

India is a secular democracy where the state has
the right to regulate religious institutions for
transparency and accountability while respecting
religious autonomy. The Supreme Court has upheld
that religious institutions must function within a
legal framework that prevents mismanagement and
fraud.

This bill aligns with these constitutional principles
by ensuring that Wagqf properties remain dedicated
to their original purpose without unlawful
interference or exploitation.

Conclusion: A Step Towards Stronger Governance
The UMEED Bill, 2024, is not an attack on religious
freedom; it is a much-needed reform to safeguard
Wagf assets from corruption, encroachments, and
mismanagement. It provides Waqf Boards with the
tools to function efficiently, ensures judicial
oversight, and prevents unauthorized
transactions—all while maintaining the sanctity of
religious institutions.

For too long, Waqf properties have suffered from
administrative neglect, illegal encroachment, and
financial misappropriation. This bill aims to change
that by ensuring transparency, accountability, and
protection for assets meant for community welfare.
By supporting such reforms, India moves closer to a
system where religious endowments are preserved
for future generations, without fear of exploitation.
The bill is not about control—it is about
empowerment, security, and fairness. And in a
secular democracy, fairness and justice for all
communities is the cornerstone of good
governance.
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