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Every great civilisation has moments
that separate what it was from what
it became. For India, May 2014 was
such a moment, not because power
changed hands, as it had many times
before, but because something
deeper shifted. A nation that had
grown accustomed to governance as
the management of scarcity, to
leadership as the art of excuses, to
ambition as the privilege of the few,
was asked to imagine itself
differently. And it did.

Twelve years on, the India of 2026 is
not a continuation of India of 2013. It
is a departure from it. The economy
that international analysts had
placed among the "Fragile Five" as
vulnerable, slow, and structurally
unreliable is today the world's
fifth-largest and its fastest-growing.
The country that once took decades
to build a few hundred kilometres of
highway now builds that much in a
year. The rupee, which was in free
fall, is backed by the largest foreign
exchange reserves in our history.
These transformations did not
happen by accident. They happened
because of a governance philosophy
that Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has applied with unrelenting
consistency for twelve years:
Vishwas, Vikas, aur Jan Kalyan.

Message
from the
BJYM National
President

Shri Tejasvi Surya




This edition brings together the voices of scholars,
researchers, activists, entrepreneurs, and public
servants from across India, each examining a
different dimension of the transformation that has
reshaped this nation. Together, they make a case
that is as evidence-driven as it is deeply felt.

What strikes me most about the past twelve years
is not any single policy achievement, remarkable as
many of them are, but the shift in the relationship
between the Indian state and the Indian citizen.
When %44 lakh crore reaches beneficiaries directly
through Jan Dhan accounts, bypassing every layer
of leakage and corruption, that is not merely
administrative reform; it is a restoration of trust.
When over 10 crore households receive clean
cooking gas under Ujjwala, that is not merely an
energy intervention; it is dignity delivered. When
the Aspirational Districts Programme reaches 112 of
our most neglected districts with targeted,
accountable governance, that is not merely a
welfare scheme; it is the state finally keeping its
oldest promise to its most forgotten citizens.

This is what Antyodaya looks like in the twenty-first
century: not charity extended from above, but
capability built from within. The governance model
that has emerged over the past twelve years
understands that national development is not a
trickle that flows from cities to villages, from the
rich to the poor, from the powerful to the
marginalised. It is a force that must be ignited
simultaneously, everywhere, by removing the
barriers that prevented ordinary Indians from
participating in the life of their own country.

As BJYM President, | have had the privilege of
witnessing this transformation through the eyes of
India's youth, the generation born into one India
and coming of age in another. | have met young
engineers in Tier-3 towns building startups. | have
spoken with women in Self-Help Groups in rural
Uttar Pradesh who have gone from subsistence to
surplus in less than a decade. | have seen the
fighter pilots and scientists and diplomats and
entrepreneurs who have emerged from a
generation told, for the first time, that their
ambition and their nation's ambition are the same
thing. That is the most powerful legacy of these

twelve years: not a statistic, but a generation that
no longer asks for permission to dream.

India's journey to Viksit Bharat 2047 will be built on
the foundation these twelve years have laid. But
the foundation alone is not the building. The work
ahead demands as much urgency, as much courage,
and as much institutional honesty as what has
come before. The contributors to this edition
understand that. The best of their writing does not
merely celebrate what has been achieved. It maps
what remains to be done and holds both truths
together with the integrity they deserve.

When Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya spoke of
Antyodaya, he was not describing a welfare
category. He was describing a moral commitment,
the conviction that no nation can call itself
developed while its last citizen remains left behind.
Prime Minister Modi has made that commitment
operational. It is now the responsibility of our
generation of every young Indian reading these
pages to carry it forward.

Vande Mataram!

Tejasvi Surya
MP Lok Sabha,
Bengaluru South
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There are numbers that inform, and there are numbers that astonish. India's
GDP has more than doubled in a decade, from $2.1 trillion in 2015 to over $4
trillion today. The country that Morgan Stanley once grouped among the
"Fragile Five" economies most vulnerable to capital flight and currency collapse
is now the world's fifth-largest economy and the fastest-growing major one.
Highway construction that once crawled at 11 kilometres per day now exceeds
34 kilometres per day. Over 55 crore bank accounts have been opened, bringing
hundreds of millions of Indians into the formal economy for the first time.
Monthly UPI transactions have crossed 18 billion, embedding an Indian
technological standard into the financial architecture of countries from
Singapore to France. These are not routine development statistics. They are the
arithmetic of a country that has fundamentally renegotiated its relationship
with its own potential.
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This edition of the magazine marks twelve years of
that renegotiation. It is dedicated to the period
between May 2014 and today, a period that we
believe will be studied by future historians not
merely as a chapter of economic growth but as a
civilisational reset. The contributors to this edition
come from every corner of India and every
discipline of thought: geographers and political
scientists, bankers and sociologists, youth leaders
and doctoral scholars, journalists and public
administrators.

The most important shift of the past twelve years
was not in any single policy domain. It was in the
underlying philosophy of governance itself. For
much of the post-Independence era, the Indian
state understood its role primarily as one of

Programme reached 112 of India's most neglected
districts, replacing a one-size-fits-all development
narrative with one responsive to local geographies,
local deficits, and local dreams. In diplomacy, India
secured the African Union's unanimous admission
to the G20, hosted the world under the banner of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, and emerged as the
indispensable voice of the Global South.

What several contributors rightly identify as the
deeper current beneath these achievements is the
recovery of civilisational confidence. For too long,
India evaluated its own progress through borrowed
frameworks and external benchmarks. The past
twelve years have seen a different instinct take
hold one that views India's ancient knowledge
traditions, its spiritual heritage, its philosophical

management: managing scarcity, inheritance, not as antiquities to be
managing deficits, managing o preserved in museums, but as living
expectations. Welfare was India is no longer a sources of national
something distributed from above, cqt;)n.trylmqkm.gpeacle self-understanding. The
often inefficiently,  frequently witto s Wiiteliels, (15 reconstruction of Kashi Vishwanath,

corruptly. Rajiv Gandhi's candid
admission that only fifteen paise of
every rupee sent by the government
reached the intended beneficiary
was not an accusation levelled from
outside the system. It was a
confession from within it. The JAM
Trinity — Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile — did not merely improve
that ratio. It made the old model structurally
obsolete. Over 44 lakh crore transferred directly to
beneficiaries, without middlemen, without leakage,
without delay. This was not incrementalism. It was
a rewiring of the state's relationship with the
citizen.

That rewiring is visible across every sector this
edition examines. In banking, the Twin Balance
Sheet crisis that had paralysed credit flow for years
was confronted directly through Mission
Indradhanush and the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, restoring institutional health and creditor
confidence. In energy, a country that began with 2.6
gigawatts of solar capacity now targets 500
gigawatts of non-fossil fuel energy by 2030, leading
the world's most ambitious renewable transition at
scale. In connectivity, the Aspirational Districts

a country actively
dismantling them in
its villages and
boardrooms,
laboratories and
legislative chambers,
borders and space
programme.

the building of the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya, the recognition of Yoga as
a global practice these are not
separable from the economic story.
They are part of the same assertion:
that India's  development is
inseparable from India's identity.

Yet this edition does not offer a
triumphalist account, nor should it. Regional
disparities persist. The aspiration of Viksit Bharat
2047, a fully developed India by the centenary of
independence, remains an ambition that demands
far more than twelve years of effort to fulfil. What
this edition affirms, above all, is that the direction
has changed. India is no longer a country making
peace with its limitations. It is a country actively
dismantling them in its villages and boardrooms,
laboratories and legislative chambers, borders and
space programme. Viksit Bharat 2047 is not a
promise made to the future. It is a responsibility
inherited from the present.
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The Making
of New India
Five Priorities
That Defined a
Decade

Devyani Rana
MLA Nagrota, Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative

Assembly

When Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi took the oath as
India’s 14th Prime Minister in May
2014, he arrived with a mandate that
was as much emotional as it was
electoral. Twelve years on, his three
consecutive tenures have been
defined by a constellation of
interlocking priorities that together
tell the story of a nation in
transformation. Distil that story to its
essence, and five Ms emerge: Mabhila,
Make in India, Mudra, MSMEs, and
Mangalyaan. Each is a policy pillar.
Together, they are a portrait of PM
Modi’s Modern India. The question is
no longer whether India can
transform, but how fast. The answer
may lie in five simple letters.




Mabhila: Putting Women at the Centre

Perhaps no shift under PM Modi has been as quietly
consequential as the pivot toward women as
primary beneficiaries of government policy. From
the outset, schemes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
addressed the stubborn scourge of declining sex
ratios and rising dropout rates among girls. The
Ujjwala Yojana brought clean cooking gas to over
100 million households, liberating women from
smoke-filled kitchens. PM Awas Yojana ensured that
new homes were registered in the woman’s name, a
small legal detail with enormous social weight.

The Jan Dhan Yojana brought hundreds of millions
of women into the formal banking system for the
first time. Self-Help Groups, long a grassroots force,
received renewed government backing, creating a
network of rural women entrepreneurs. More
recently, the push to reserve one-third of seats in
Parliament and state legislatures for women marks
a historic and generational commitment.

The armed forces, long an exclusively male domain,
have also seen the winds of change. Women officers
are today serving in permanent commission roles
across the Army, Navy and Air Force. The Agniveer
scheme, which opened short-term military service
to young Indians, has for the first time brought
women into combat support roles at scale, a quiet
but historic shift in what it means to serve the
nation.

Make in India: The Manufacturing Ambition

Launched in September 2014 with the image of a
striding lion made of cogs, Make in India announced
India's intention to become the world's factory. The
ambition was clear: raise manufacturing's share of
GDP, attract global supply chains, and create jobs at
scale. The foundation being laid in manufacturing
will be one that future governments build on for
decades.

The most visible success has been in electronics.
From virtually no mobile phone manufacturing in
2014, India is today the second largest producer in
the world after China, with global technology
majors assembling their flagship devices on Indian
soil. The Production Linked Incentive scheme has

been the engine behind this shift, drawing
international players across electronics,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, and food processing to
set up or expand in India.

The more consequential bet, however, is on
semiconductors. The India Semiconductor Mission,
backed by a ten-billion-dollar incentive package,
has brought global chipmakers into fabrication and
assembly on Indian soil. A decade ago,
semiconductor manufacturing in India was
considered a distant dream. Today it is a funded
reality, positioning India to participate in one of the
most strategically critical supply chains of the 21st
century.

Defence manufacturing tells a similarly ambitious
story. India, long the world's largest arms importer,
has sharply increased indigenous production under
the Atmanirbhar Bharat push. When Prime Minister
Modi took office in 2014, India's defence exports
stood at a modest 686 crore rupees. What followed
was a transformation by any measure. By 2023-24,
that figure had crossed 21,000 crore rupees, a
thirty-fold jump in a decade. The next year saw it
climb further to over 23,600 crore rupees, and by FY
2025-26, defence exports had surged to an all-time
high of 38,424 crore rupees, a jump of over 62 per
cent in a single year. From near irrelevance to
supplying military equipment to over 80 countries,
India's defence manufacturing story is perhaps the
most dramatic arc within the Make in India mission

Mudra: Credit for the Last Mile

India’s informal economy has always been its
beating heart. For generations, these entrepreneurs
operated outside the formal credit system, at the
mercy of often ruthless moneylenders who
exploited vulnerable small business owners. The
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, launched in 2015,
changed that calculus.

By extending collateral-free loans of up to ten lakh
rupees to non-corporate small businesses, Mudra
brought over half a billion loan accounts into the
formal fold over the following decade. Critically, a
significant share of Mudra borrowers has been
women and first-generation entrepreneurs from
marginalised communities. Backing India’s invisible
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entrepreneurs, Mudra remains one of the most
far-reaching financial inclusion efforts in the world.

MSMEs: The Backbone Gets a Budget

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises account for
nearly half of India's exports and a third of its GDP.
Yet for most of independent India's history, this
sector was perpetually underfunded,
over-regulated, and under-supported. Under PM
Modi, MSMEs have moved from the margins to the
mainstream of economic policy.

The redefinition of MSME classification in 2020
brought lakhs of additional enterprises under the
policy umbrella. The Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme during COVID-19 injected critical
liquidity into millions of small businesses at the
moment they needed it most. The Government
e-Marketplace opened public procurement to small
vendors nationwide. MSME clusters in textiles,
leather, ceramics, and food processing received
targeted infrastructure and technology support. The
logic is simple: if India is to generate the jobs its
young population demands, it will be MSMEs, not
just large corporations, that do the heavy lifting.

Mangalyaan: Reaching for the Stars

On 24 September 2014, just months into PM Modi's
first term, India's Mars Orbiter Mission entered
Martian orbit on its very first attempt, making India
the first nation in history to achieve this feat. The
image of ISRO scientists celebrating in sarees
became iconic. It was more than a scientific
milestone. It was a statement about what India was
capable of.

In the years since, ISRO under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has compiled a record of remarkable
firsts. Chandrayaan-3 landed near the lunar south
pole in August 2023; a feat no other nation had
achieved. The Gaganyaan mission is preparing to
send Indian astronauts to space. Commercial
launches, satellite constellations, and deep-space
ambitions are no longer dreams but budgeted line
items. From Mangalyaan to Mission Shakti, India's
scientific and strategic ambitions have been given
both budget and belief under PM Modi.

One Vision, Multiple Pillars

Mahila. Make in India. Mudra. MSMEs. Mangalyaan.
These five Ms are not isolated programmes. They
are threads in a single tapestry, one that weaves
together social equity, economic ambition,
entrepreneurial energy, and national pride. Twelve
years on, India is more confident, more connected,
and more cohesive than it was. The 5 Ms explain
how it got here and point toward where it is headed
next. For the young Indians who will inherit this
nation, the 5 Ms are not just a report card of the
past twelve years. They are a blueprint and an
invitation. The work of building New India is far
from finished, and it belongs to every one of us.

PM Modi’s India is not just one story. It is a billion
stories woven into the tapestry of Modern India.
From Mudra to Mangalyaan, from Operation Sindoor
to Digital India, you will find hundreds of schemes
quietly yet boldly changing billions of lives. This is
not a government that merely governs. It is a
government that dares to reimagine India, proving
that when vision meets will, India does not just
keep pace with the world. India leads it.




Beyond
Geopolitics
Global South
and India's
Development-First
Diplomacy

Dr. Kiran Agrawal
Vice Principal, CSSI College,
Mainpuri, U.P

Eacellence
Marendrs MOOI

Montieur

The term ‘Global South’ encompasses a diverse group
of countries across Asia, Africa, Latin America, the
Caribbean, and the Pacific that share common
developmental aspirations and historical experiences.
While these nations differ significantly in culture,
geography, and political systems, many face similar
challenges related to poverty reduction, infrastructure
development, healthcare, education, climate change,
and access to technology.

Historically, the concerns of developing countries have
not always received adequate attention within global
governance institutions. As a result, there has been
growing demand for greater representation and a
stronger voice in international decision-making.

India’s position within this context is unique. As the
world’s largest democracy, a major emerging economy,
and a nation that has itself navigated the complexities
of development, India possesses both credibility and
experience. Unlike many traditional donor countries,
India engages with developing nations from a
perspective shaped by similar historical and
developmental challenges.
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This shared experience has strengthened India’s
ability to build trust and partnerships across the
Global South. Its leadership increasingly rests not
on coercive power or economic dominance but on
cooperation, mutual respect, and developmental
solidarity. The growing prominence of India in
international forums reflects the broader rise of the
Global South as a significant force in world affairs.

Development Diplomacy: A Distinctive Foreign
Policy Approach

Traditional diplomacy has often focused on security,
trade, and geopolitical interests. While these
dimensions remain important, India’s contemporary
foreign policy increasingly incorporates
development as a central pillar of international
engagement. Development diplomacy seeks to
create partnerships based on shared growth rather
than dependency. Instead of imposing models or
conditions, it emphasises collaboration, capacity
building, technology transfer, and institutional
support.

India’s development partnerships span a wide range
of sectors including infrastructure, healthcare,
education,  agriculture, digital  technology,
renewable energy, and skill development. These
initiatives are designed not merely to strengthen
bilateral relations but also to contribute to
long-term developmental outcomes.

The distinctive feature of India’s approach lies in its
emphasis on demand-driven cooperation. Partner
countries identify their priorities, and India
supports projects aligned with local needs and
aspirations. This model has enhanced India’s
reputation as a trusted development partner across
Africa, Asia, the Pacific, and Latin America.

Vaccine Maitri: Global
Pandemic

Few initiatives better illustrate India’s development
diplomacy than Vaccine Maitri. The COVID-19
pandemic presented an unprecedented challenge to
global health systems and international
cooperation. As wealthier nations secured large
vaccine supplies, many developing countries

struggled to obtain timely access.

Solidarity During a

Against this backdrop, India launched Vaccine
Maitri, supplying vaccines to numerous countries
worldwide.  The initiative reflected both
humanitarian considerations and India’s
longstanding commitment to international
solidarity. For many nations, particularly in the
Global South, Indian vaccine assistance arrived at a
critical moment. It helped strengthen public health
responses while reinforcing confidence in
international cooperation.

The significance of Vaccine Maitri extends beyond
the number of doses supplied. It demonstrated
India’s willingness to share its capabilities during a
global crisis. It also highlighted the strength of
India’s pharmaceutical industry and its role as a
major contributor to global healthcare. In many
respects, Vaccine Maitri became a symbol of India’s
belief that global challenges require collective
solutions.

Capacity Building and Human Resource

Development

One of the most enduring dimensions of India’s
international  engagement has  been its
commitment to capacity building. Infrastructure
projects and financial assistance are important, but
long-term development ultimately depends upon
human capital. Recognizing this reality, India has
invested extensively in training programmes,
educational exchanges, technical cooperation
initiatives,  and professional  development
opportunities for partner countries.

Thousands of officials, professionals, engineers,
healthcare workers, and administrators from
developing nations have participated in Indian
training programmes over the years. These
initiatives contribute to institutional strengthening
while  fostering long-term  people-to-people
connections. The significance of capacity building
lies in its sustainability. Skills and knowledge
continue to generate benefits long after specific
projects have been completed.

India’s emphasis on human resource development
reflects a broader philosophy that empowerment is
more valuable than dependency. By helping partner
countries strengthen their own capabilities, India
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contributes to self-reliant and sustainable

development.

Development Partnerships across Continents

India’s development diplomacy is visible across
multiple regions of the world. In Africa, India has
supported projects related to agriculture,
healthcare, education, power generation, and
digital connectivity. The continent occupies a
central place in India’s foreign policy due to shared
developmental experiences and growing economic
opportunities.

In South Asia, development partnerships contribute

solutions to governance challenges. India’s
approach differs from conventional technology
exports. Rather than merely selling products, it
seeks to share digital public goods and governance
innovations that can be adapted to local contexts.
Digital public goods diplomacy reflects a new form
of international cooperation. It enables countries to
improve service delivery, enhance financial
inclusion, strengthen transparency, and expand
citizen access to public services. For many nations
of the Global South, India’s digital experience offers
an alternative model of technological development
that emphasises inclusion, affordability, and public
welfare.

to regional connectivity, energy cooperation,

disaster =~ management, and infrastructure G20 Presidency and the Voice of the Global South
development. India’s neighbourhood engagement  |ndia’s G20 Presidency marked a significant moment
increasingly ~ emphasises  shared in its international engagement.
prosperity and regional integration. e Rather than limiting discussions to
Across the Indo-Pacific, India has India’s advocacy for the concerns of major economies,
expanded cooperation in maritime the Global South India  consistently emphasised
security, sustainable development, reflects the belief that issues relevant to developing
climate resilience, and capacity sustainable solutions nations. Themes such as inclusive

building. Pacific Island nations have
benefited from initiatives related to
healthcare, climate adaptation, and
digital infrastructure.

In Latin America and the Caribbean,

India has  strengthened  cooperation in
pharmaceuticals, information technology,
renewable energy, and agriculture. These diverse
partnerships demonstrate the global reach of
India’s development diplomacy and its commitment
to fostering inclusive growth beyond its borders.

Digital Public Goods Diplomacy

One of India’s most innovative contributions to
international development has emerged from its
experience with Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).
Over the past decade, India has developed digital
platforms capable of delivering services at an
unprecedented scale. Systems related to digital
identity, financial inclusion, digital payments, and
e-governance have transformed domestic public
service delivery.

Increasingly, these experiences are attracting
interest from developing countries seeking practical

must incorporate the
perspectives and
interests of
developing nations.

growth, digital transformation,
climate  finance, sustainable
development, food security, and
resilient supply chains received
considerable attention.

A particularly notable initiative was India’s effort to
convene and amplify the perspectives of Global
South countries. Through consultations and
dialogues, India sought to ensure that the priorities
of developing nations informed broader
international discussions. This approach reflected
India’s belief that global governance must become
more representative and responsive. The challenges
faced by developing countries are not peripheral
concerns; they are central to the future of the
international system.

The G20 Presidency therefore reinforced India’s
image as both a bridge-builder and an advocate for
greater inclusivity in global governance.

South-South Cooperation and Developmental
Solidarity

India’s development diplomacy is deeply rooted in
the principle of South-South Cooperation. Unlike
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traditional aid relationships that often involve
hierarchical structures, South-South Cooperation
emphasises  partnership among  developing
countries. It is based on mutual respect, shared
experiences, and collaborative problem-solving.

India has consistently supported this approach
through  technical cooperation, educational
exchanges, infrastructure development, and
knowledge sharing. The significance of South-South
Cooperation lies in its recognition that developing
countries possess valuable experiences and
innovations of their own. Solutions need not always
flow from North to South; they can also emerge
through collaboration among countries facing
similar challenges.

India’s role in this process has strengthened its
standing as a leader of the Global South while
contributing to a more balanced and diversified
architecture of international development.

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief

India’s international engagement increasingly
extends beyond long-term development projects to
include rapid humanitarian assistance and disaster
response. Natural disasters, conflicts, health
emergencies, and humanitarian crises require
timely action and international solidarity. Over the
past decade, India has repeatedly demonstrated its
capacity to provide assistance during such
emergencies.

Whether through evacuation operations, disaster
relief missions, medical assistance, food aid, or
emergency supplies, India has sought to respond
quickly to the needs of affected populations. These
efforts reflect an important dimension of India’s
foreign policy philosophy: the belief that
humanitarian responsibility transcends national
boundaries.

Humanitarian assistance also strengthens trust and
goodwill, reinforcing India’s reputation as a reliable
partner during times of crisis.

From Domestic Transformation to Global

Credibility

A key reason for India’s growing influence within
the Global South is the credibility derived from its

own developmental experience. Countries are often
more receptive to lessons from nations that have
successfully addressed challenges similar to their
own. India’s achievements in digital governance,
financial inclusion, healthcare delivery, renewable
energy, infrastructure expansion, and poverty
reduction provide practical examples rather than
abstract theories.

The country’s domestic transformation has
therefore enhanced its international legitimacy.
India speaks not only as an advocate of
development but also as a practitioner. This
credibility is particularly valuable in an era when
many developing nations seek solutions that are
affordable, scalable, and adaptable to local
realities.

India’s experience demonstrates that large-scale
transformation is possible within a democratic
framework, making its developmental journey
especially relevant to many countries of the Global
South.

Towards a More Equitable Global Order

The broader significance of India’s development
diplomacy lies in its contribution to the ongoing
evolution of global governance. The world today
faces complex challenges including climate change,
food insecurity, public health emergencies,
technological  disruptions, and  geopolitical
instability. Addressing these issues requires greater
international cooperation and more inclusive
decision-making structures.

India’s advocacy for the Global South reflects the
belief that sustainable solutions must incorporate
the perspectives and interests of developing
nations. A more equitable global order requires not
only economic growth but also greater
representation, fairness, and developmental justice.
By promoting development partnerships, capacity
building, digital  cooperation, humanitarian
assistance, and South-South collaboration, India
seeks to contribute to this broader objective.
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The aspirational district programme
(hereinafter ADP) was announced by
Prime Minister Modi on 28th January
2018, setting 112 of India’s poorest
districts for an all-round development
journey. Unlike past centrally driven
schemes, ADP is anchored in Niti
Aayog and framed as a mass
movement of cooperative federalism.
The underlying idea is development,
explicitly driven by a bottom-up
framework and attentive to local
needs.

For much of the post-Independence
era, India’s development narrative
was shaped by a typical paradox. The
nation that declared itself the world’s
largest democracy consistently failed
its most marginalised citizens, not for
want of funds, but for want of vision,
accountability and political will. Many
districts in the 1980s BIMARU states
and others in Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and much of
the North-eastern frontier remained
in the grip of poverty, malnutrition,
low institutional birth rates, high
school dropout rates and left-wing
extremism for generations. This
cumulatively prevented millions of
people from becoming part of the
mainstream, and simultaneously,
India suffered an elephantine loss of
its untapped potential that would
have taken India’s glory to its
destined place.

Governance at
the Last Mile
The Aspirational

Districts
Revolution

Aditya Choudhary
Assistant Professor,
Department of Political
Science, Satyawati College
(Eve.), University of Delhi



It is to this end that the Modi Government
institutionalised the ADP to go beyond the state-led
one-size-fits-all development narrative, address
interstate, regional, sub-regional, and district-level
causes of disparities, bring equitable regional
development and set governance rolling to the
doorstep of the lost Indians.

From Backward To Aspiration: Not Just an

Euphemism

Before analysing ADP’s functioning and impact, we
need to understand the symbolic importance of a
single word: Aspiration. Under successive
governments since independence, these districts,
which have been unable to catch up with India's
average growth, have not been developed and are
called "backward". These were then subsequently
used by earlier ruling parties to create a political
structure in which the people of these districts were
made beneficiaries, and the state was to be viewed
through a paternalistic lens (the Mai-Baap concept)
within the traditional patron-client relationship. The
populace in these districts was effectively turned
into dependents to win elections.

The conscious decision of the Modi government to
brand these districts as aspirational instead of
backward was an empowering move, aligning with
its Motto of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas to ensure no one lags in India's growth. To
call a particular district aspirational gives its
citizens more self-respect and assertion while
making them being looked upon positively by the
administration. This is not just an English makeover
of the Backwards Districts; rather, there is an
institutional change in the program's design
compared with the earlier Backwards Regions Grand
Fund (BRGF) of the UPA times, which aimed to
develop these districts. ADP is an effort towards
positive reinforcement to destigmatise the
backward districts with low development indices
and nudge them towards a new life.

The Architectural Design of the ADP: Relying on
three pillars

The ADP is based on three fundamentals, three Cs:
Competition through a public platform, the
Champions of Change Dashboard, where all the

aspirational districts are scored across 49 key
performance indicators (KPIs) under five themes:
Health and Nutrition; Education; Agriculture and
Water Resources; Financial Inclusion & Skill
Development; and Basic Infrastructure. The
competition involves Delta Ranking, wherein a track
is kept of gradual piecemeal progress, with the
district showing the highest rate of progress over
the previous month in the KPIs being applauded.
This performance is further rewarded with
additional funds for that district, creating a virtuous
cycle and inspiring other districts’ administrations
to compete in the next round and score well.

Collaboration is institutionalised by assigning
every aspirational district a Central coordinator
officer (from the central govt. with the rank of joint
or additional secretary) and a state coordinator
Officer (from the state government with the rank of
secretary). Both keep a watch over the performance
of each aspirational district. To overlook this
collaboration between the Central and State
bureaucracies, there is an empowered committee of
Secretaries of the Government of India, which also
supervises and solves interministerial puzzles
across the five themes of development under ADP.
At times, for specific needs, assistance from private
Corporations has also been sought, such as CSR
funds and technical expertise from the Piramal
Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
and the Tata Trust.

Convergence refers to the better integration of
ongoing central government schemes and
programmes to magnify their impact. Thus, ADP is
not built on a Fresh allotment of funds, but rather
on increasing the efficiency of existing schemes to
reach those who have historically been neglected
and declared backwards, with no fault of theirs. The
goal is to eliminate leakages, misallocations, and
fabricated beneficiaries to streamline the targeting
of beneficiaries and ensure clear checks on
efficiency. Convergence fostered a move away from
the isolated, disconnected operations of different
policies towards synchronised planning and
cross-functional governance.

The three Cs of the ADP architecture make it notable
for three major reasons: first, it introduces the logic
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of a free market economy, like performance
assessment, competitive profiling, market analysis,
efficiency and transparency, result-driven
incentives, etc., into the realm of public governance
and administration. Thus, strengthening the state’s
developmental capacity. Second, it makes
governance, which people usually consider
non-business, more comprehensible and more
accountable to citizens at the Grassroots level.
Third, the ADP completely shift the focus of policy
formulation to evidence-based government
interventions. This is backed by data collected on
the baseline status of the development parameters,
following an intensive, real-time assessment across
the five themes targeted in ADP. This baseline helps
identify the underperforming sectors in a particular
district for targeted interventions. In all these
districts, the KPI, which was
uniquely bringing them down, was
first addressed to straighten it out,
thus overcoming the one-size-fits-all
policy. Some of the Results of such
interventions from the thematic
areas are as follows:

Agriculture

ADP is a result of
leadership that
believes not in charity
but in empowerment,
not in laid-back
governance but in
synchronized
proactive one to

Health and nutrition

The Malaria Mukt Bastar Abhiyan started in 2019 to
target the Bastar division, where 72% of malaria
cases in the country were diagnosed. This
tailor-made program slashed malaria cases by more
than 70% in Bastar and the adjoining districts of
Bijapur and Dantewada. The success of this
hyper-local, customised campaign is bringing our
nation closer to achieving Zero Indigenous Malaria
Transmission by 2030.

Education

In Arunachal Pradesh’s Namsai district, the Hamara
Vidyalaya programme (HVP) was introduced by the
district administration to address lagging School
infrastructure, high dropout rates, teacher
absenteeism, and low engagement among
students, parents, and teachers. All
of them led Namsai to rank amongst

the lowest districts in the
Performance Grading Index for
Districts (PGI-D) and National

Achievement Survey (NAS). With HVP
came many interventions: a) Along
the lines of the Centre and state
coordinator for every aspirational

The. . 'Chandoll dIStrI.Ct streamline every d|str'|c't, Fhe Namsal district
administration’s push to shift wheel of the federal administration appointed a School
farmers from white to black rice structure. Coordinator (an officer from the

stems from farmers' exclusive

dependence on white rice, which

results in a market glut that reduces their profit
margins and leads to low incomes. This
cumulatively dragged the district down on
socio-economic development indicators, putting
Chandauli in the ADP list. The cultivation of black
rice, however, increased the per-hectare value by at
least %100 per kg, as it is exported to many
countries, including Australia, New Zealand, and
West Asian countries. Black rice cultivation was
replicated in the entire Chandoli district, with the
district administration leveraging this by
establishing Chandoli Kala Chawal Krishak Samiti.
This economic spin in the agriculture sector
propelled Chandoli to rank number one for many
months in the Delta ranking of the champions of
change dashboard.

district administration) to every

single school in the district. This
coordinator played an important role in fixing
school-wide particular problems. b) On the lines of
the Champions of Change dashboard, the Namsai
district administration developed its own online
platform for real-time, data-driven tracking of
teachers' and students’ attendance, their ratio,
students’ enrolment and evaluation results. Finally,
it ranked the schools in the entire district based on
their performances. These interventions resulted in
Namsai achieving the 1st rank in NITI Aayog's Delta
ranking for many months.

The scale of human impact of such tailored
interventions is huge with Prime Minister Modi
recently stating, “ADP positively impacted over 28
crore people across 112 district, to contextualise
this figure, It is approximately the combined
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population of Germany, UK, France and Italy and
that the program has demonstrably reached this
scale within few years of launch without creating a
parallel bureaucracy or a new fund, is a testament
to the power of governance led development over
the earlier governments’ weak-willed misrouted
funds’ led development™.

A 2021 UNDP appraisal of the ADP found that
aspirational districts outperformed comparable
non-aspirational districts across key development
indicators by statistically significant margins. UNDP
also confirmed that ADP is closely aligned with the
“Leaving No One Behind” Motto of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
with many of its KPIs and five themes advancing the
SDGs in a targeted way.

The President of Singapore, Tharman Shanmugam,
also praised the ADP as a program worthy of
worldwide emulation to empower lagging areas or
communities to join the mainstream and
strengthen local area development. He mentioned
that ADP is working towards social and economic
inclusion, developing the indigenous community
with an emphasis on economic resilience, and
identifying beneficiaries of government
programmes through a targeted approach. All this
will reap great dividends for India in the coming
times.

Deeper Ideology Behind ADP: Integral Humanism
and Sarvodaya

ADP is a 21st-century concept programmed on a
data-based framework to work towards achieving
the goals inherent in the basic philosophy of the
shapers of modern India: Deen Dayal Upadhyay’s
idea of Integral Humanism & Antyodaya, and the
Gandhian idea of Swaraj and Sarvodaya, where they
both mentioned that the best governance is that
which works to reach the citizens on the margins,
the last one standing in the Queue. They both
believed that our nation needs to work towards
developing an indigenous model of prosperity that
suits local demand, utilising the natural talents and
skills people excel at effortlessly, rather than
imposing the futile and already exhausted models
of Western Capitalism and Eastern Communism.

Both Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and Gandhi are against
the uncritical use of the Western methodology of
aggregating the entire populace and summing them
up using lopsided development parameters like GDP
and GDP per capita. They are deceptive in that the
real misery and starvation are blanketed by small
islands of development in a vast ocean, created by
decades of undiversified, monolithic planning.

Aftermath of the success of ADP: Aspirational
Blocks Programme

Upon seeing the success of the ADP program, Niti
Aayog, under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi,
launched the Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP)
in 2023, aiming for a context-specific development
approach to bring out the 513 blocks, located across
329 districts, from deep slumber and catalyse the
dormant potential lying unharnessed for decades.

Adding on to the ABP is the Niti Aayog’s strategic
developmental sprint for another two terms of
three months each, Sampoornata Abhiyan 1.0
(July-Sept. 2024) & 2.0 (Jan.-April 2026) to ensure
saturation (100% Coverage) in certain identified,
important indicator (eg., Percentage of bovine
animal vaccinated; Percentage of government
schools with working girls’ toilet) across blocks and
districts from the key performing indicators of ADP
and ABP.

The ADP, subsequently the ABP, and the
Sampoornata Abhiyan, thus at the base, are a
mirror, showcasing what governance under true
leadership and the will to transform could do for the
populace that has been declared backward. ADP is a
result of leadership that believes not in charity but
in empowerment, not in laid-back governance but in
synchronized proactive one to streamline every
wheel of the federal structure. It’s a result of
governance which believes in not just transferring
the responsibility by just sanctioning the fund but
with the intent of establishing a mechanism to
track the progress, not leaving the backwards to
their own but handholding them to realise their
forgotten potential. The districts are no longer
backwards. They are Aspirational. And that,
precisely, is the point that PM Modi wanted to
make.

BJYM Magazine | 17



Ramrajya
Revisited
Welfare, Justice
and the Viksit
Bharat Vision

Alok Kumar Gaurav
Assistant Professor of Public
Administration at the
Central University of
Karnataka

The concept of Ramrajya holds a
guiding pillar in the Indian
Civilisational imagination. It is
neither a religious nor a purely
mythological idea. Ramrajya is an
ideal system of governance based on
justice, welfare, moral leadership,
social harmony, accountability, and
the welfare of all citizens. Ramrajya
is also a concept frequently invoked
in the Indian political tradition for
good governance, in which leaders
serve the people as their first
priority, and the state is a tool for
the people's benefit rather than their
subjugation. The concept of Ram
Rajya has been interpreted as a
system of governance based upon
moral leadership, social justice,
economic prosperity and human
dignity. In the Ramayana, Lord Rama
is depicted as a benevolent and just
leader who was dedicated to
upholding righteousness and justice.
Citizens were secure and prosperous,
with equal access to justice. The
state was responsive to the people's
needs, and governance was
duty-based.




In the past 12 years, the government, led by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has made a point of
espousing the ideals of Ramrajya based on Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka
Prayas. Though the situation in modern India is
different from the ancient kingdoms, the
government policies and initiatives could be seen
as attempts to implement the ideals of Ramrajya in
the modern governance system.

Development Welfare-Centric

Governance:

through

Welfare of every Individual is one of the main pillars
of Ramrajya. Lord Rama's rule in the old state
ensured that no citizen was neglected, and the
state made efforts to keep all sections of society
content. It is a similar aspiration captured in the

citizen-government interaction. Multiple visits to
government offices can be replaced by online
services. It has made governance easy, curbed
discretion and enhanced service delivery through
digital platforms.

The JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile), the
MyGov platform, and CPGRAMS have laid the
foundations for an integrated governance structure
that ensures targeted welfare distribution and
enhances accountability. With clear and digital
systems, citizens have more contact with the State,
which reinforces their trust in public institutions.

Development through infrastructure and

economic empowerment:
Another important aspect of Ramrajya is economic
prosperity. A just society must also

Modi Government's focus on S ) _
inclusive welfare. Efforts have been e be a flourishing society with
made to increase access to The Ramrajya, opportunities for its citizens to
banking,  healthcare,  housing, which is not to be better their lives. In the last 12 years,
drinking water, clean cooking fuel, repeated literally, India has seen a tremendous
and income support through is an ethical and investment in infrastructure.
various schemes sich as Bradhan governance Highways, expressways, railways,
standard which airports,  ports, and  digital

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Ayushman
Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Jal Jeevan Mission, Ujjwala
Yojana, and PM-Kisan. There has
been more emphasis on welfare
reaching the last person in the queue, signifying the
principle of Antyodaya, upliftment of the poorest of
the poor.

Improved transparency and minimisation of
leakages through the use of Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) mechanisms have helped ensure that
government support reaches beneficiaries directly.
The concept of inclusive development aligns with
the spirit of welfare, which is the essence of
Ramrajya.

Development through and

Accountable Governance:

Transparent

Trust between citizens and the state is essential to
Ramrajya. Public trust in institutions and leaders is
a prerequisite for effective governance. In the last
12 vyears, efforts have been driven to improve
transparency, efficiency and accountability in public
administration. Digital India is revolutionising

continues to
inspire India.

connectivity networks have grown
rapidly. Bharatmala, Sagarmala, Gati
Shakti, and Dedicated Freight
Corridors have sought to lay the
foundation for future economic development.

The government has also been encouraging
entrepreneurship through various initiatives like
Startup India, Stand-Up India, Make in India, and
Mudra Yojana. The purpose of these programmes is
to provide opportunities for youth, foster
innovation, and enhance |India's economic
self-reliance. The spirit of these activities mirrors
Ramrajya's vision of a prosperous society, and the
role of governance in helping the citizens achieve
their potential.

Development through empowerment of women as
a path towards social justice:

The Ramayana offers multiple instances of the
dignity and respect to be accorded to women in the
context of dharma. Modern Ramrajya emphasises
the importance of gender justice and the
empowerment of women as integral parts of a
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perfect society.

The Modi Government has taken a number of
initiatives for improving the lives of women.
Education, health, financial security, and dignity
have been the focus of various schemes such as
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana,
Ujjwala Yojana, etc., and the expansion of maternity
benefits. Women's involvement in governance and
economic activities has also been enhanced
through local governance institutions, self-help
groups and entrepreneurship programmes. These
efforts help to create a more inclusive and
equitable society.

National Security and the Protection of Dharma:

The Ramayana portrays Lord Rama as not only a
compassionate King but also a defender of the
people against injustice and threats. Security and
justice, therefore, form an essential part of
Ramrajya. India has been more assertive regarding
national security over the past decade and a half.
National preparedness has been enhanced through
investment in defence modernisation,
infrastructure, indigenous defence production, and
counter-terrorism capabilities, exemplified by
recent Op Sindoor and surgical strikes.

The focus on self-reliance in defence, as part of the
concept of Atmanirbhar Bharat, underscores the
broader principle of safeguarding sovereignty and
promoting indigenous innovation and industry. The
development, success, and social peace of a country
depend on a secure country.

Cultural Renaissance and Civilisational
Confidence:
Ramrajya embodies deep Indian civilisational

values. It is the symbol of a society that values its
heritage and adapts to the changing times. In the
last decade, there has been a renewed focus on
promoting India's culture, religion and history. The
revival of pilgrimage centres such as Kashi
Vishwanath, the restoration of Dwarka and
Mathura, and the construction of the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya, along with the promotion of Indian
languages and the preservation of India's cultural
heritage, have all contributed to this cultural
revival. The activities aim to build citizens'

confidence in civilisational values and to
re-establish their link with India's rich cultural
heritage.

Towards Viksit Bharat 2047:

It is a vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, the next
developmental milestone for India. The goal is not
just economic development, but a prosperous,
inclusive, innovative and world-class country. This
vision reflects the long-term principles of Ramrajya
in many ways. To have a developed India with
prosperity for all citizens, to make it an accountable
governance, to have opportunities available to all
and to have a national development that is guided
by ethics.

The Modi Government's focus on technology,
infrastructure, welfare, sustainability, innovation,
and citizen participation is an attempt to create a
contemporary framework with an archetypal
approach to civilisational values.

The Ramrajya, which is not to be repeated literally,
is an ethical and governance standard which
continues to inspire India. Its fundamental values,
such as justice, welfare, transparency, prosperity,
security, and moral leadership, remain applicable in
the 21st century.

The Modi Government has tried to bring these
ideals to day-to-day policy and governance in India
over the past 12 years. The government has sought
to strengthen a model of governance based on
trust, development, and public welfare in the
following areas: welfare  delivery, digital
transformation, infrastructure development,
women's empowerment, national security, and
cultural rejuvenation. In the journey towards Viksit
Bharat 2047, the vision of Ramrajya remains a
guiding light, emphasising that economic growth is
not the only measure of development; it is equally
vital to build a society that is just, compassionate,
and inclusive, where every citizen is treated with
dignity and respect.
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Transparency,
Trust and the
JAM Trinity
Governance for
Middle-Class

Yash Gupta
Social Activist

The middle class has always been the
backbone of India. It pays taxes honestly,
works hard to educate its children,
supports businesses, creates employment,
and contributes significantly to the
nation's economy. Yet for many years, this
hardworking section often felt ignored.
While governments spoke about
development, ordinary families continued
to struggle with corruption, poor
infrastructure, rising expenses, and
inefficient public services.

The rise of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi in 2014 brought a new model of
governance that directly connected with
the aspirations of India's middle class. The
historic mandates received by the Modi
Government in 2014, 2019, and again in
2024 are not merely electoral victories;
they are a reflection of the trust built over
twelve years through visible governance,
improved public services, opportunities,
and a vision for a developed India.




The middle class has always been the backbone of
India. It pays taxes honestly, works hard to educate
its children, supports businesses, creates
employment, and contributes significantly to the
nation's economy. Yet for many years, this
hardworking section often felt ignored. While
governments spoke about development, ordinary
families continued to struggle with corruption, poor
infrastructure, rising expenses, and inefficient
public services.

The rise of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in
2014 brought a new model of governance that
directly connected with the aspirations of India's
middle class. The historic mandates received by the
Modi Government in 2014, 2019, and again in 2024
are not merely electoral victories; they are a
reflection of the trust built over
twelve  years  through visible
governance, improved public services,
opportunities, and a vision for a
developed India.

One of the biggest reasons behind
this trust is the government's
commitment to transparency. Former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi once
admitted that out of every one rupee
sent by the government, only fifteen
paise reached the actual beneficiary.
This statement highlighted the
deep-rooted leakages and corruption within the
system. For decades, this problem remained
unresolved.

The Modi Government addressed this challenge
through the JAM Trinity—Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile. By linking bank accounts, identity
verification, and digital connectivity, welfare
benefits began reaching beneficiaries directly
through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT). This reduced
corruption, eliminated middlemen, and ensured
better utilisation of public money. For the
middle-class taxpayer, this was an important reform
because it strengthened confidence that tax
revenues were being used honestly and effectively.
The government's welfare initiatives also reduced
financial pressures on millions of families.
Ayushman Bharat expanded healthcare access to

India’s middle class
often carries the
greatest
responsibility. It
pays taxes, drives
consumption,
creates businesses,
supports innovation,
and invests in the
nation's future.

vulnerable sections of society, while Pradhan Mantri
Jan Aushadhi Kendras made quality medicines
available at affordable prices. Swachh Bharat
Mission improved sanitation and public health
across the country, creating cleaner surroundings
and better living conditions. The Ujjwala Yojana
provided LPG connections to poor households,
helping millions of women transition from
traditional cooking fuels. While these schemes
primarily targeted weaker sections, they also
contributed to a healthier, cleaner, and more
productive society, benefiting the nation as a whole.
Startup India  encouraged innovation and
entrepreneurship among young Indians. The results
have been remarkable. When the Startup India
initiative was launched in 2016, India had only a few
hundred recognised startups. Today, India has more
than 2 lakh DPIIT-recognized
startups, making it one of the
largest startup ecosystems in the
world. These startups have
generated lakhs of direct and
indirect employment opportunities
while  encouraging innovation
across sectors ranging from fintech
and health-tech to manufacturing
and agriculture. This growth has
created new opportunities for the
middle class, especially for young
professionals who now see
entrepreneurship as a viable

career option.

The government also extended support to Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), which are
among the largest employers in the country. Credit
support, policy reforms, incentives, and easier
access to finance helped many small businesses
expand and generate employment. For the middle
class, stronger businesses mean more jobs, better
incomes, and greater economic stability. MSMEs
contribute nearly one-third of India's GDP and
employ millions of people across the country. Over
the last decade, government initiatives such as
easier access to credit, collateral-free loans, digital
registration, and various support schemes have
helped small businesses formalise and expand.
Since the middle class constitutes a large share of
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India's entrepreneurs, traders, professionals, and
small business owners, strengthening the MSME
sector has directly supported middle-class
economic growth and employment generation.

Infrastructure development has perhaps been the
most visible transformation witnessed over the last
twelve years. India's national highway network has
expanded significantly, reaching more than 1.46
lakh  kilometres. Highway construction has
accelerated considerably, with India constructing
over 12,000 kilometres of highways in FY 2024 alone.
Projects such as Bharatmala and Sagarmala have
improved logistics, reduced travel time, and
strengthened connectivity across the country. The
length of multi-lane national highways has also
increased substantially compared to 2014. For
middle-class families, this means faster travel,
better connectivity, improved business
opportunities, and a better quality of life.

Infrastructure development has perhaps been the
most visible transformation witnessed over the last
twelve years. In 2014, India's National Highway
network stood at approximately 91,287 kilometres.
Today, it has expanded to more than 1.46 lakh
kilometres, representing a growth of nearly 60
percent in a decade. The pace of highway
construction has also accelerated significantly, with
India constructing over 12,000 kilometres of
highways in FY 2024 alone. National High-Speed
Corridors and expressways, which were only about
93 kilometres in 2014, have expanded to nearly
2,500 kilometres by 2024, reflecting a massive
improvement in modern transport infrastructure.
Projects such as Bharatmala and Sagarmala have
strengthened road, port, and logistics connectivity
across the country. For middle-class families, this
means shorter travel times, lower transportation
costs, better business opportunities, increased
investment, and an improved quality of life. For the
first time, infrastructure development has become a
visible part of everyday life rather than just a
government promise.

Air connectivity has also witnessed significant
growth. The number of operational airports in India
has nearly doubled over the last decade, improving
connectivity between major cities and smaller

towns. Through the UDAN scheme, air travel has
become more accessible for ordinary citizens,
something that was once considered a luxury by
many middle-class families.

The trust that India's middle class has shown in the
Modi Government is not based on promises alone. It
is rooted in visible improvements in governance,
infrastructure, transparency, digital services, and
economic opportunities. Over the last twelve years,
the middle class has witnessed a government that
understands its aspirations and continuously works
towards fulfilling them.

India's middle class often carries the greatest
responsibility. It pays taxes, drives consumption,
creates businesses, supports innovation, and
invests in the nation's future. The trust that this
section of society has placed in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the last twelve years has
become one of the strongest pillars of political
stability in India. This trust was earned through
visible governance, transparency, infrastructure
development, economic opportunities, and efficient
delivery of public services.

It is this trust of India's hardworking middle class
that has enabled the government to stand firm both
at home and abroad. A government that enjoys the
confidence of its people can represent the nation
with greater strength on the global stage. India's
successful G20 Presidency, its emergence as the
voice of the Global South, and its assistance to
countries during challenging times such as the
COVID-19 pandemic have strengthened India's
international reputation. The journey began with
winning the trust of India's citizens, and today that
trust has empowered India to emerge as a
confident, respected, and responsible global leader.
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The distinction between welfare and empowerment is
important. Welfare seeks to protect individuals from
deprivation through public support and social security
measures. Empowerment, by contrast, seeks to
enhance individuals' capacity to make choices, access
opportunities, and improve their own livelihoods. The
two approaches are not mutually exclusive. Indeed, a
modern developmental state requires both. However,
the relative emphasis placed on each can significantly
influence policy design and governance priorities.

The developmental philosophy that has emerged over
the last decade reflects an attempt to combine social
protection with economic agency. The focus has
increasingly shifted towards ensuring that welfare
schemes serve as stepping stones to self-sufficiency
rather than permanent destinations. This approach is
visible across multiple sectors, from banking and
entrepreneurship to women's empowerment, skill
development, and digital governance.

Financial Inclusion: The Jan Dhan Revolution

Perhaps the most visible example of this
transformation is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana.
Prior to 2014, millions of Indians remained outside the
formal banking system. Financial exclusion limited
access to savings, credit, insurance, pensions, and
government benefits. The Jan Dhan initiative sought to
address this challenge by providing every household
with access to a bank account. What initially appeared
as a financial inclusion

programme  gradually
evolved into a broader
instrument for social
and economic
empowerment.




For millions of citizens, especially women, rural
households, and low-income families, access to
banking became a gateway to participation in the
formal economy. Savings habits improved,
government benefits became more accessible, and
dependence on informal financial intermediaries
reduced. More importantly, Jan Dhan accounts
became the foundation on which a broader
architecture of empowerment was built, linking
citizens to digital payments, insurance schemes,
pension  programmes, and  entrepreneurial
opportunities. The significance of the initiative lies
not merely in opening accounts but in integrating
previously excluded populations into the country's
financial ecosystem.

Direct Benefit Transfers and the Transformation of
Welfare Delivery

Traditional welfare systems often faced challenges
related to leakages, delays, duplication, and
administrative inefficiencies. Citizens frequently
depend upon intermediaries to access benefits
intended for them. The expansion of Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT), supported by the JAM trinity- Jan
Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile connectivity- introduced
a new model of welfare delivery.

Under this framework, benefits are transferred
directly to beneficiaries' bank accounts, reducing
opportunities for corruption and improving
transparency. Equally important, the beneficiary is
no longer a passive recipient navigating multiple
administrative layers. Instead, the individual
becomes a direct participant in a digitally enabled
governance system.

This transformation represents more than
administrative reform. It reflects a broader shift
towards dignity, accountability, and citizen-centric
governance. The objective is not merely to
distribute resources but to ensure that citizens have
greater control over the benefits meant for them.
Skill India and the Creation of Human Capital

Economic empowerment depends not only on
access to financial resources but also on the
development of human capabilities. In a rapidly
changing global economy, skills increasingly
determine employability, productivity, and social

mobility. Recognising this reality, the Skill India
Mission sought to place skill development at the
centre of the development agenda. The initiative
acknowledged a critical challenge facing India: a
young population can become a demographic
dividend only if it possesses the skills required by
contemporary industries and services.

Skill development programmes have sought to
bridge the gap between education and employment,
enhance workforce readiness, and create pathways
for entrepreneurship. The broader significance of
the initiative lies in its underlying philosophy.
Development is not viewed merely as income
support but as an expansion of capabilities. A
skilled individual possesses greater economic
freedom, greater adaptability, and greater
opportunities for advancement. In this sense, skill
development becomes a key instrument of
empowerment.

Entrepreneurship as a Development Strategy

For decades, economic policy largely focused on
employment generation through government
programmes and large-scale industries. While these
remain important, contemporary development
increasingly recognises entrepreneurship as a
powerful driver of growth and inclusion. The
government's approach over the past decade has
sought to democratize entrepreneurship by
expanding access to credit, simplifying procedures,
and encouraging innovation.

The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana is a notable
example. By extending collateral-free loans to small
entrepreneurs, the programme has enabled millions
to establish or expand micro-enterprises. For many
beneficiaries, particularly women, youth, and
first-generation entrepreneurs, access to formal
credit represented a significant departure from
earlier constraints. Small businesses, local
enterprises, service providers, and self-employed
individuals gained opportunities to participate
more actively in economic growth.

The importance of such initiatives lies in the
recognition that entrepreneurship is not limited to
large corporations or urban elites. Economic
transformation often begins with small enterprises
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that create livelihoods, generate local employment,
and strengthen community resilience.

PM SVANidhi: Dignity and Livelihood Support

The PM Street Vendor's Atmanirbhar Nidhi (PM
SVANidhi) programme illustrates the
empowerment-oriented approach to welfare. Street
vendors form an important component of India's
informal economy. Despite their economic
contribution, they often face limited access to
institutional credit and financial services. Rather
than viewing vendors solely as recipients of
assistance, the programme recognises them as
entrepreneurs. By providing working capital loans,
encouraging digital transactions, and facilitating
financial inclusion, it seeks to strengthen their
economic agency.

The programme reflects a broader shift in
developmental thinking. Individuals are not defined
by vulnerability alone; they are also recognised for
their productive capacities and entrepreneurial
potential. Such an approach helps transform
welfare from a mechanism of support into a
platform for livelihood enhancement.

Self-Help Groups and Women's Economic Agency

One of the most significant dimensions of India's
empowerment journey has been the growing role of
women in economic and social development.
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), supported through various
government initiatives, have emerged as powerful
instruments of collective empowerment. By
promoting savings, access to credit,
entrepreneurship, and community leadership, SHGs
have strengthened women's participation in local
economies.

The impact extends beyond income generation.
Participation in economic activities often enhances
decision-making capacity, social confidence, and
community engagement. The increasing emphasis
on women-led development reflects a broader
understanding that sustainable development
requires the active participation of half the
population. Empowerment, therefore, is not merely
an economic objective but also a social
transformation.

From Subsidy Culture to Opportunity Creation

The transition from welfare to empowerment does
not imply the abandonment of social support.
Welfare remains essential for vulnerable
populations, especially in areas such as food
security, health care, housing, and social protection.
However, the developmental discourse increasingly
emphasizes opportunity creation alongside welfare
provision.

The objective is to ensure that public interventions
generate long-term capabilities. Financial inclusion
creates access to credit. Skill development improves
employability. Entrepreneurship programmes
support income generation. Digital governance
enhances accessibility. Women's collectives
strengthen economic participation. Together, these
initiatives seek to create pathways through which
citizens can improve their own circumstances. In
this framework, welfare is not viewed as an end in
itself but as part of a broader strategy for
empowerment.

Towards an Empowerment-Oriented Development
State

The emerging model of governance suggests that
development is most effective when citizens are
treated not merely as beneficiaries but as partners
in national progress. The state's role remains
important, but it increasingly focuses on enabling
rather than controlling. Public policy seeks to
expand access to opportunities, reduce structural
barriers, and provide the institutional support
necessary for individual advancement.

This approach aligns with the broader vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, which emphasises
self-confidence, capability, and participation. The
transformation is not simply economic. It reflects a
changing relationship between the citizens and the
state. The citizen is increasingly viewed as an
entrepreneur, innovator, worker, producer, and
stakeholder in development. Such a perspective
encourages active participation rather than passive
dependence.
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In the summer of 2013, India
carried the weight of a decade
marked by policy paralysis, rampant
corruption and an economy limping
at what economists grimly termed
the "Hindu rate of growth" in its
modern avatar. Scams had
normalised the plunder of public
wealth. The rupee was in free fall
and global financial analysts at
Morgan Stanley had placed India
among the so-called "Fragile Five":
a label of shame grouping it
alongside Turkey, Brazil, South
Africa and Indonesia as economies
most vulnerable to capital flight
and currency collapse. Citizens had
grown accustomed to a state that
was present on paper but absent in
practice. Into this moment of deep
national fatigue stepped a leader
who promised not merely a change
of government, but a change of era.
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Twelve years later, India stands as one of the
world’s leading economies: its GDP has more than
doubled from $2.1 trillion in 2015 to $4.15 trillion in
2026, growing at 105% over the decade even as the
United States grew 66% and China 44% during the
same period, as noted by the International
Monetary Fund. The IMF has consistently identified
India as the world's fastest-growing major economy,
projecting 6.4% growth through 2026 even as global
headwinds weigh on the broader global economy.
This is not an accident of circumstance. It is the
arithmetic of ambition, reform and relentless
governance.

Steel Roads and Digital Veins: Building the
Infrastructure of Aspiration

For a civilisation as ancient as India's, the aspiration
for modern infrastructure was long
overdue. The Modi government
chose to make it a signature of
statecraft. In 2014, India had 91,287
kilometres of national highways.
Today, that network stretches to
over 1,46,560 kilometres, a 61%
expansion in twelve years. More
tellingly, the pace of highway
construction rose from a sluggish
11.6 km per day in 2013-14 to 34 km
per day in 2025, as documented by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways in its official records
submitted to Parliament. High-speed corridor: a
concept almost nonexistent in 2014 at a mere 93
km, now spans over 3,052 km. The ministry's
investment in road infrastructure grew by a factor
of 6.4 between 2013-14 and 2024-25.

This is not the case for roads alone. The number of
operational airports doubled from 74 in 2014 to 157
by September 2024, making air travel accessible to
Tier-2 and Tier-3 India for perhaps the first time. Port
capacity has doubled to 2,762 million metric tonnes
per annum. Inland waterway cargo grew by 710%,
from 18 million metric tonnes to 146 million metric
tonnes. Over 45,000 route-kilometres of rail
electrification have been completed since 2014.
Vande Bharat trains redefined the grammar of rail
travel and 3.74 lakh kilometres of rural roads were
built under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana,

The next frontier of
social welfare must
expand beyond
enrolment numbers
to quality outcomes
in health, education
and skilling.

connecting previously isolated villages to markets,
schools and hospitals.

The Digital Republic: From Cash to Code

Perhaps no transformation under the Modi
government has been as profound or as globally
consequential as the digital revolution engineered
through the JAM trinity of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and
Mobile. In 2016, the launch of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) was an experiment. Today, it is
nothing short of a civilisational export. As of June
2025, UPI processed 18.39 billion transactions in a
single month, handling over ¥24.03 lakh crore in
value. It now accounts for 85% of all digital
transactions in India and, as recognised by the
International Monetary Fund in June 2025,
commands nearly 50% of the entire world's
real-time  payment transaction
volume, thereby making it the
largest real-time payments system
on the planet. India did not merely
adopt digital finance; it invented its
standard.

The scale of financial inclusion
underpinning  this is  equally
staggering. Jan Dhan accounts

brought hundreds of millions into
formal banking for the first time.
Aadhaar, with over 144 crore numbers generated as
of March 2026, became the world's largest biometric
identity infrastructure. Together, they enabled
direct benefit transfers (DBT) that bypassed decades
of leakage and middlemen, placing welfare directly
in citizens' hands. Further, India's startup
ecosystem, energised by this digital foundation,
grew from a mere 400 recognised entities in 2014 to
over 1,57,000 DPIlIT-recognised startups by
December 2024, thus creating over 16.6 lakh direct
jobs and producing over 100 unicorns, securing
India's place as the world's third-largest startup
ecosystem.

A Nation Defended, A Nation Secure

In 2014, India exported ¥686 crore worth of defence
equipment. In 2024-25, that figure reached ¥23,622
crore: a 34-fold increase in a single decade, as
recorded by the Ministry of Defence. The cumulative
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defence exports between 2014-24 touched 88,319
crore, compared to just ¥4,312 crore in the entire
preceding decade. Simultaneously, indigenous
defence production reached an all-time high of #1.27
lakh crore in FY 2023-24, with over 92% of capital
procurement contracts awarded to domestic firms.
India now exports to over 80 countries, including
advanced democracies such as the United States,
France, and Armenia. The defence budget itself
nearly tripled from %2.53 lakh crore in 2013-14 to
%6.81 lakh crore in 2025-26.

These numbers tell the story of Atmanirbhar Bharat
in its most strategic dimension. A nation that was
once the world's largest arms importer is now an
arms exporter of consequence, building its own
fighter platforms, warships, artillery systems, and
precision munitions. This is not merely industrial
achievement; it is strategic sovereignty.

The Welfare State Reimagined: Dignity as
Governance

If infrastructure represents the skeleton of a rising
India, its welfare architecture represents its
conscience. The Jal Jeevan Mission grew rural tap
water connections from 3.23 crore households in
2019 to 15.84 crore by May 2026, freeing millions of
women from hours of daily water collection and
sharply reducing waterborne diseases in rural
households. The Swachh  Bharat  Mission
constructed over 1211 crore toilets, raising rural
sanitation coverage from 39% in 2014 to
near-universal levels, thus keeping adolescent girls
in school and restoring basic dignity to

communities that had long been denied it. The PM
Ujjwala Yojana delivered over 10.57 crore free LPG
connections, replacing smoky hearths with clean
cooking flames and measurably reducing chronic
respiratory illness among rural women. Ayushman
Bharat, the world's largest government-funded




health insurance programme, has issued over 43.93
crore health cards as of May 2026, providing %5 lakh
per family annually for hospitalisation, severing the
devastating link between a medical emergency and
financial ruin for crores of households. PM Awas
Yojana has built over 4 crore pucca houses with 2
crore more sanctioned through 2029, replacing the
insecurity of temporary shelters with the
permanence of a home. Over 80 crore households
receive free foodgrains monthly under PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana, ensuring that economic hardship
does not translate into hunger.

Civilisation Reclaimed: The Cultural Renaissance

Numbers alone cannot contain the transformation
of these twelve years. At its deepest, this has been
a civilisational restoration: India that has stopped
being apologetic about who it is. The consecration
of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya on January 22, 2024,
fulfilled a centuries-long aspiration of a people and
announced, quietly but unmistakably, that
governance had finally aligned with civilisational
memory. The Kashi Vishwanath Corridor in Varanasi,
inaugurated in December 2021, reconnected the
ancient Ganga ghats to the Vishwanath shrine, with
devotee footfall rising from 69 lakh in 2019 to 13
crore by 2023. The Mahakaal Lok corridor in Ujjain,
the revitalisation of Kedarnath, and the
development of the Kamakhya Temple in Assam
together represent a government that understands
that civilisational dignity is not separate from
development, but its highest expression. Tourism to
Varanasi alone surpassed Goa's visitor numbers,
generating local employment and restoring
economic life to ancient cities.

Vishwaguru in the Making: India's Voice on the
World Stage

In 2023, India assumed the G20 presidency under
the theme of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: One Earth,
One Family, One Future. Hosting over 200 events
across every state and union territory, India
transformed the G20 from a Western-dominated
forum into a platform where the Global South finally
had a seat at the head of the table. India
successfully championed the African Union's

permanent membership in the G20, a moment of
genuine diplomatic consequence. Through the
Quad, the International Solar Alliance co-founded
with France, the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure and BRICS, India practised what Prime
Minister Modi described as multi-alignment:
engaging every major power on its own terms,
without subordinating Indian interests to any camp.
In 2024, PM Modi became the first Indian recipient
of Russia's Order of St. Andrew, while also receiving
honours from Kuwait, Guyana, Dominica, and
Nigeria, a measure of India's deepening global
relationships spanning geography, ideology, and
civilisation.

The Road to Viksit Bharat

To inherit twelve years of achievement is to accept
the weight of an even larger promise. The vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047: a fully developed India at the
centenary of its independence demands that this
momentum not merely be sustained but
accelerated. India must raise its investment rate
from 33.5% to 40% of GDP by 2035, as the World
Bank has assessed is necessary to achieve
high-income status. The manufacturing share of
GDP must grow to absorb the demographic dividend
of a young nation. The next frontier of social welfare
must expand beyond enrolment numbers to quality
outcomes in health, education and skilling. Digital
infrastructure must reach the last-mile, so that no
Indian remains outside the arc of the digital
economy.

To be precise, twelve years ago, India was a nation
waiting to exhale. Today, it inhales with purpose.
The transformation from policy paralysis to the
world's fastest-growing major economy; from a
state haunted by scam after scam to one building
the largest biometric identity system on earth; this
is not a story of one government. It is the story of an
awakened nation, choosing, at last, to become the
Bharat it always was meant to be.
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From Surya
Mandir to
Surya Ghar
How India Made
Solar a
Civilisational
Mission
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Introduction

Since 2014, the Government of
India under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
pursued a development strategy
that combines economic growth,
environmental sustainability,
technological innovation, and
social welfare, while solar energy
infrastructure occupies essential
space in policymaking. India’s
relationship with the sun predates
modern energy policy by centuries.
Revered through traditions such as
Surya Namaskar and embodied in
architectural landmarks such as
the Konark Sun Temple, the sun
has long occupied a significant
place in India’s civilizational
imagination. Over the past decade,
this cultural legacy has taken on a
modern expression through solar
governance. The journey from
Surya Mandir to Surya Ghar
symbolises the convergence of
heritage, technology, and
development.
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In 2014, India’s solar capacity stood at
approximately 2.6 GW. Today, India is among the
world’s leading renewable energy markets and has
committed itself to achieving 500 GW of non-fossil
fuel energy capacity by 2030 and net-zero
emissions by 2070. The growth of the solar sector
reflects the broader philosophy of Vishwas, Vikas
aur Jan Kalyan that has shaped governance during
the past twelve years.

Solar Infrastructure and the Architecture of
Development

One of the most important achievements of the
Modi Government has been the creation of a robust
solar infrastructure ecosystem. Policymakers
recognised that renewable energy expansion
required more than ambitious targets. It required
institutions, transmission networks,
financing mechanisms, and
regulatory certainty that could
attract large-scale investment. The
Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar
Power Projects Scheme became a
cornerstone of this strategy. By
facilitating land acquisition,
transmission  connectivity, and
project clearances, the government
reduced implementation risks and
accelerated private participation.
This approach enabled the rapid growth of
utility-scale solar projects across the country.

As a result, India developed some of the world’s
largest solar parks, including Bhadla in Rajasthan,
Pavagada in Karnataka, and Rewa in Madhya
Pradesh. These projects demonstrate how strategic
public intervention can catalyse large-scale private
investment while advancing national renewable
energy goals.

Equally significant has been the Green Energy
Corridor initiative. Renewable energy generation is
concentrated in regions with high solar potential,
whereas major demand centres are often located
elsewhere. Dedicated transmission infrastructure
has therefore become essential for integrating
renewable energy into the national grid. Through
investments in transmission networks, India has

The journey from
Surya Mandir to
Surya Ghar reflects
the fusion of India’s
civilizational
heritage with its
aspirations for a
modern and
sustainable future.

improved grid stability and strengthened its
capacity to evacuate power from solar-rich regions.
Solar Infrastructure as an Instrument of Jan Kalyan
India’s solar transformation extends beyond
infrastructure creation. A defining feature of the
past twelve years has been the effort to ensure that
the benefits of renewable energy reach citizens
directly. The PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana,
launched in 2024, aims to solarise one crore
households through financial assistance for rooftop
solar installations. The programme reduces
electricity costs, promotes clean energy adoption,
and encourages household participation in the
energy transition. Solar energy is therefore no
longer confined to large power plants. It has
become part of everyday life for millions of
families.

The scheme reflects a governance
model that integrates climate action
with welfare delivery. Rather than
treating environmental
sustainability as a separate policy
domain, the government has linked
it with household economic
empowerment and citizen
participation.

Similarly, the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan
(PM-KUSUM) has transformed the relationship
between agriculture and energy. By promoting
solar-powered irrigation systems and decentralised
solar plants, the scheme reduces dependence on
diesel, lowers operational costs, and enables
farmers to generate supplementary income
through surplus power sales. The significance of
PM-KUSUM extends beyond energy generation. It
supports agricultural sustainability, strengthens
rural  livelihoods, and promotes income
diversification among farming communities.
Together, PM Surya Ghar and PM-KUSUM
demonstrate how renewable energy can serve as an
instrument of social inclusion and economic
empowerment.

From Energy Security to Global Leadership

A distinctive feature of India’s solar journey has
been the emphasis on self-reliance and strategic
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autonomy. While India emerged as one of the
world’s fastest-growing solar markets,
policymakers also recognised the risks associated
with dependence on imported solar equipment.

To address this challenge, the government
introduced the Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for high-efficiency solar photovoltaic
modules. The scheme promotes domestic
manufacturing across the solar value chain,
including polysilicon, wafers, cells, and modules.
Complementary measures such as the Approved
List of Models and Manufacturers (ALMM) and
Basic Customs Duty on imported solar equipment
have further encouraged domestic production and
technological development. Together, these
initiatives reflect the broader vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and seek to strengthen India’s industrial
capabilities.

As solar penetration increases, attention is also
shifting towards energy storage and grid flexibility.
Policymakers increasingly recognise that the
challenge is not only to generate renewable
electricity but also to ensure reliable supply.
Battery Energy Storage Systems, supported by
Viability Gap Funding and Round-the-Clock
renewable energy tenders, are designed to enhance
grid reliability and facilitate the integration of
solar, wind, and storage technologies.

India’s solar transformation has also strengthened
its international profile. The International Solar

Alliance (ISA), headquartered in India, has emerged
as a major platform for renewable energy
cooperation. Through technology sharing, capacity
building, and financial mobilisation, the ISA
supports solar deployment across developing
countries, particularly in Africa and small island
nations.

Similarly, the One Sun One World One Grid initiative
reflects India’s ambition to promote international
energy cooperation through interconnected
renewable energy networks. These initiatives
demonstrate how domestic achievements in solar
energy have translated into global leadership and
strengthened India’s position as a leading voice of
the Global South.

Conclusion

The transformation of India’s solar sector over the
past twelve years reflects the broader trajectory of
governance reforms undertaken since 2014. Solar
policy has evolved from a narrow focus on
electricity generation into a multidimensional
strategy that advances infrastructure development,
citizen welfare, industrial self-reliance, and
international leadership.

From solar parks and transmission corridors to
rooftop systems and farmer-centric programmes,
solar energy has become an instrument of national
development. The journey from Surya Mandir to
Surya Ghar reflects the fusion of India’s
civilizational heritage with its aspirations for a
modern and sustainable future. As India advances
towards the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, solar
governance stands as a compelling example of
Vishwas, Vikas aur Jan Kalyan in action.
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When Shri Narendra Modi ji took the oath
as Prime Minister in May 2014, | was eight
years old. | had grown up with an
instinctive, almost inherited patriotism, the
kind that makes a child stand a little
straighter for the national anthem. Even
then | followed enough of the news around
me to sense that something had shifted in
how India spoke about itself, particularly
about its armed forces. What drew me to
support this government in those early
years was never an abstract policy position,
but something far more immediate: the way
the government treated the soldier and the
resolve it brought to India's defence
posture. The surgical strikes, the Balakot
response, the unapologetic clarity with
which Bharat began answering provocation
rather than absorbing it quietly- these were
the moments that spoke to me directly.
That instinct, formed in my youth, only
sharpened as | grew older and began
following foreign relations and strategic
affairs more closely. Twelve years later, at
twenty, having spent these years studying
technology and policy, | find myself looking
back at this period not merely as a citizen
recalling memories, but as a young
professional analysing what may be the
most significant redesign of the Indian
state's relationship with its citizens in
independent India's history.




Policy circles tend to measure governments by
headline numbers, GDP rank, market capitalisation,
and the number of unicorns produced. India's rise to
become the world's fifth-largest economy certainly
earns its place in that conversation. But what
strikes me most about the last twelve years is not
that bigger story. It is the smaller one, the steady
rewiring of how an ordinary citizen experiences the
state, one rule, one form, one office visit removed at
a time.

The Architecture of Trust

Few reforms made less noise and touched more
families, like the end of mandatory gazetted
attestation. For decades, a student applying for a
scholarship or a job aspirant submitting a form had
to hunt down a gazetted officer, often a stranger,
often over several visits, just to have
their documents stamped and
signed. An assumption baked into
the system was that a citizen's word
about their own identity wasn't good
enough on its own.

The Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor, the
Mahakaleshwar Corridor
in Ujjain, and the
restoration of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya show
modern infrastructure
and civilisational memory
being rebuilt together.

Self-certification flipped that
assumption, trusting the citizen first
and verifying only when there was
reason to. It saved millions of
students and first-time job seekers
real time and a quiet daily indignity, and it came
packaged with the wider Minimum Government,
Maximum Governance push, the scrapping of over
1,500 obsolete laws, decriminalising minor business
lapses, and a steady digitisation of citizen-facing
offices that left less room for discretion and the
corruption that follows it.

The Small Print That Changed Daily Life

Gazetted attestation is the best-known entry in a
longer list of changes that never made it into a
campaign speech but deserve equal credit. The 2016
decision to scrap interviews for lower-level
government recruitment is one example: replacing a
subjective round where bias crept in easily with
written-test scores alone meant a candidate from a
small town with no coaching could finally compete
on equal footing. Faceless income tax assessment,
rolled out from 2019, did something similar,
removing the one named, locally accessible officer

whose discretion over a flagged return rarely
worked in the citizen's favour, and replacing that
proximity with data and process.

One Nation One Ration Card rarely shows up in
retrospectives for an English-speaking audience,
but a migrant labourer moving from Bihar to
Mumbai used to lose access to subsidised grain the
moment they crossed a state line, since
entitlements were tied to a fixed address, a problem
that portability solved outright. And most recently,
the four Labour Codes that came into force in
November 2025 folded 29 separate laws and 1,436
rules, some genuinely absurd, including prescribed
limewashing schedules for canteen walls, into a far
smaller rulebook that finally travels with the worker
across states and sectors. It shows a government
that understood something obvious
in hindsight: the interface is the
policy, and fixing it is often the
harder reform.

Digital Public Infrastructure

No reading of tech policy from this
period is complete without India's
Digital Public Infrastructure. The
JAM trinity of Jan Dhan accounts,
Aadhaar, and mobile phones built
the rails for a new welfare delivery
model, and Direct Benefit Transfer running on it has
pushed trillions of rupees straight into citizens'
accounts, cutting out leakages. UPI is the standout,
letting a vegetable vendor in a small town accept
digital payments as easily as a metropolitan
retailer, a level of inclusion most developed
economies took decades longer to reach. Digital
India, more broadly, from DigiLocker to CoWIN,
reflects a government that has built technology as
core public infrastructure rather than merely
regulating it from a distance.

GYAN: Gareeb, Yuva, Annadata, Nari

A consistent thread across these twelve years has
been governance built around GYAN, the poor, the
youth, the farmers, and the women. Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana moved families out of kuccha homes,
Ayushman Bharat shielded them from medical bills
that once pushed households into debt, and Ujjwala
Yojana's gas connections changed daily life for
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women cooking over smoke-filled stoves. Skill India
and an expanded startup ecosystem, now the
world's  third-largest, are converting a
much-discussed  demographic  dividend into
something real. PM-KISAN's direct transfers treat
agriculture as a sector to strengthen rather than a
vote bank to manage seasonally. And schemes from
Mudra loans to Self Help Group federations have
pushed women from welfare recipients to economic
participants.

The Soldier First

What first made me pay attention to this
government was not a scheme but the sense that
the soldier had moved from the margins of national
conversation to its centre, visible well before the
operations that later made global headlines. One
Rank One Pension, a demand ex-serviceman had
carried since the 1970s, was finally implemented in
November 2015, backdated to July 2014. Months
earlier, after an Army convoy was ambushed in
Manipur, India struck back across the Myanmar
border, a small operation signalling that
provocation would no longer be quietly absorbed.
The 2016 surgical strikes after Uri and the 2019
Balakot strikes after Pulwama followed that same
doctrine.

Institutionally, the Chief of Defence Staff post
created in 2020 gave military planning some
jointness, while Atmanirbhar Bharat's push into
defence manufacturing, from Tejas jets to
indigenous artillery and naval platforms, has cut
import dependence and built exports from
negligible a decade ago. Border infrastructure in
Ladakh and the Northeast, long underfunded

out of caution, has finally

caught up.

A Confident Foreign

Policy

That same confidence showed up on the world
stage. Bharat's 2023 G20 presidency was never
merely ceremonial, since it was used to put debt
distress, climate finance, and vaccine equity
squarely on an agenda the developed world had
long sidelined. The Quad, expanding partnerships
from the Gulf to the Indo-Pacific, and Bharat's
refusal to abandon its own counsel on contentious
issues, including its energy ties with Russia despite
Western pressure, point to a foreign policy built on
strategic autonomy rather than default alignment.
Evacuation missions, from Vande Bharat during the
pandemic to Operation Ganga from Ukraine and
Operation Kaveri from Sudan, showed a state willing
to go as far as needed.

A Foundation for Viksit Bharat

What sets this period apart is the discipline to stay
with structural change for twelve straight years,
from attestation to UPI, from One Rank One Pension
to the G20 presidency. The resulting ease of doing
business and navigating daily life has empowered
citizens, restoring a deep-rooted pride in being a
Bharatiya on the global stage. This has been a
government redesigning the state rather than
merely running it, and development hasn't come at
the cost of heritage either.

As Bharat looks toward 2047, these twelve years

aren't just reassurance that change is possible;

they're a working template for it. The road to Viksit

Bharat continues on the foundation that these 12

years of Vishwas, Vikas, and Jan Kalyan have
already built.
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2047, a developed and self-confident India
by the centenary of Independence.

At first glance, these two concepts may
appear to belong to different scales.
Antyodaya focuses on the most vulnerable
individual, while Viksit Bharat speaks of
national transformation. Yet, the
governance philosophy that has emerged
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeks
to bridge precisely this gap. It argues that
national development cannot be built
upon islands of prosperity amidst oceans
of deprivation. The path to a developed
India must pass through the
empowerment of those who have
historically remained excluded from the
benefits of growth.

This approach reflects a continuity of
ideas rather than a departure from them.
The moral foundation remains Antyodaya,
but the horizon has expanded toward
Viksit Bharat. The objective is no longer
merely poverty alleviation or welfare
provision; it is the creation of a society in
which every citizen becomes a participant
in national progress. In this sense, the
journey from Antyodaya to Viksit Bharat
represents one of the most important _ .
philosophical transformations in L .wmvﬂﬂﬂ |
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Deendayal Upadhyaya and the Idea of Antyodaya

The concept of Antyodaya is most closely
associated with Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, one
of the foremost political thinkers of modern India.
His philosophy of Integral Humanism (Ekatma
Manav Darshan) sought to provide an indigenous
framework for development rooted in India's
civilizational values.

Upadhyaya argued that neither unrestrained
capitalism nor state-centric socialism adequately
addressed human needs. Both approaches tended
to reduce individuals either to economic units or
instruments of state policy. In contrast, Integral
Humanism emphasized the holistic development of
the individual; material, intellectual, social, and
spiritual.

Within this framework emerged the idea of
Antyodaya: the upliftment of the person standing at
the last rung of society. The true measure of
governance, according to this philosophy, lies not in
the prosperity of the privileged but in the welfare of
the weakest. Antyodaya therefore represents more
than a welfare principle. It is a moral and ethical
framework for public policy. It asks a fundamental
question: does development reach the person who
needs it most?

For decades, this idea remained an important
intellectual influence within the broader
nationalist movement. In recent years, however, it
has increasingly become a practical guide for
governance.

From Welfare Politics to Empowerment-Oriented
Governance

For much of post-independence India, welfare
policies were often evaluated in terms of
allocations and announcements. While many
programmes achieved important outcomes, the
delivery system frequently faced challenges related
to leakages, duplication, exclusion, and
administrative inefficiency. The contemporary
governance approach has sought to shift the focus
from welfare as distribution to welfare as
empowerment.

The emphasis has increasingly been on creating

enabling conditions through financial inclusion,
access to services, housing, sanitation, healthcare,
education, digital connectivity, and
entrepreneurship. The objective is not merely to
provide assistance but to expand opportunities.
This transition reflects an important philosophical
shift. Citizens are increasingly viewed not only as
beneficiaries but as stakeholders and contributors
to national development. Welfare becomes a
means of empowerment rather than an end in
itself.

The underlying logic is that lasting social
transformation occurs when individuals gain the
capacity to improve their own lives rather than
remain permanently dependent on state support.
The Saturation Approach: Leaving No One Behind
One of the defining features of contemporary
governance has been the adoption of what is often
described as the saturation approach. Traditional
welfare systems frequently operated on selective
targeting. While such targeting was necessary in
many contexts, it often led to errors in exclusion,
administrative complexities, and uneven coverage.
The saturation approach seeks to ensure that every
eligible citizen receives access to essential public
services and welfare benefits. Whether the
programme relates to banking, sanitation, housing,
electricity, healthcare, cooking fuel, drinking water,
or social security, the objective is comprehensive
coverage rather than partial intervention. From a
governance perspective, this represents an
important shift. The focus moves from announcing
schemes to ensuring universal reach.

Philosophically, the saturation model reflects the
essence of Antyodaya. If even one deserving citizen
remains  excluded, the objective remains
incomplete. Development becomes meaningful
only when it reaches the last household, the last
village, and the last citizen. This approach has
contributed to a governance culture increasingly
centred on measurable outcomes and delivery
effectiveness.

Last-Mile Governance: The New Development
Imperative

One of the greatest challenges in public
administration is not policy formulation but policy
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implementation. Many programmes fail not
because of flawed intentions but because they do
not reach their intended beneficiaries. The
emphasis on last-mile governance seeks to address
this challenge. The concept recognises that
development gaps often emerge at the point of
delivery. Citizens living in remote villages, tribal
regions, border areas, hilly terrains, and urban
informal settlements frequently face barriers in
accessing public services.

Contemporary governance has increasingly focused
on overcoming these barriers through digital

viewed as a zero-sum contest among communities
or regions. Instead, it is conceived as a
collaborative national project in which every citizen
has a stake.

The addition of “Sabka Vishwas” highlights the
importance of trust between citizens and
institutions, while “Sabka Prayas” underscores the
role of collective effort in nation-building. Together,
these principles seek to create a governance
framework that combines inclusion  with
participation.

platforms, direct benefit transfers, improved Social Justice through Delivery
connectivity, localised service delivery One of the notable features of contemporary
mechanisms, and greater administrative  governance discourse has been the emphasis on
accountability. The significance of last-mile  social justice through delivery. Historically, social
governance extends beyond justice debates often focused on
administrative efficiency. it e representation, redistribution, and
represents a democratic legal rights. These remain important
commitment to equal citizenship. Anl.‘yo.daya and dimensions of democratic
Viksit Bharat governance. However, there is
Should be

When  public  services reach
previously neglected populations,
governance becomes more inclusive,
trust in institutions increases, and
the benefits of development become
more broadly distributed. In this
sense, last-mile delivery has become
one of the most important
instruments for translating the
philosophy of Antyodaya into practical outcomes.
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas: Expanding the Social
Base of Development

The slogan “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”, later
expanded to include “Sabka Vishwas” and “Sabka
Prayas,” has become one of the defining
expressions of contemporary governance. Its
significance lies in the attempt to move beyond
narrow social, regional, and political divisions. The
central message is that development must be
inclusive, participatory, and collective.

From a philosophical perspective, this idea
broadens the scope of Antyodaya. While Antyodaya
focuses on the weakest individual, Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas emphasises the importance of social
cohesion and shared progress. Development is not

understood not as
separate ideas but
as interconnected
stages of a larger
developmental
Jjourney.

growing recognition that rights and
entitlements have limited meaning
if services do not effectively reach
citizens.

The emphasis on delivery seeks to
ensure that welfare programmes
translate into tangible outcomes. In
this framework, social justice is
measured not only by policy intentions but also by
the effectiveness of implementation. Access to
housing, sanitation, healthcare, financial services,
electricity, and social protection becomes an
important indicator of social empowerment.

The use of technology, direct benefit transfers,
digital identity systems, and transparent delivery
mechanisms has further strengthened this
approach. The broader implication is that
governance increasingly seeks to reduce the gap
between policy promises and lived realities.

Inclusive Nation-Building and the

Democratization of Opportunity

The journey from Antyodaya to Viksit Bharat is
fundamentally linked to the idea of inclusive
nation-building. Historically, development
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opportunities in India have often been unevenly
distributed across regions, social groups, and
economic categories. Contemporary governance
has increasingly emphasised the democratisation
of opportunity.

Financial inclusion through Jan Dhan accounts,
entrepreneurship support through Mudra loans,
women's empowerment through self-help groups,
housing initiatives, digital connectivity, and rural
infrastructure programmes are all part of a broader
effort to expand participation in economic and
social life. The objective is not merely to reduce
poverty but to create pathways for upward mobility.
Inclusive nation-building recognises that every
citizen represents a potential contributor to
national development. The empowerment of
marginalised communities is therefore not only a
matter of social justice but also a prerequisite for
national progress. A nation becomes stronger when
its growth is broad-based, and its opportunities are
widely shared.

From Antyodaya to Aspirational India

An important characteristic of contemporary
governance is the shift from a discourse of
deprivation to a discourse of aspiration. Earlier
development paradigms often focused primarily on
identifying problems and addressing deficits. While
such interventions remain necessary, there is
increasing emphasis on enabling citizens to pursue
their aspirations.

This shift is evident in programmes related to
entrepreneurship, skill development, digital
empowerment, startup ecosystems, innovation, and
youth engagement. The language of governance
increasingly emphasises opportunity, capability,
and ambition rather than dependency and scarcity.
This evolution reflects a deeper philosophical
transformation. Antyodaya remains important, but
it is now linked to the idea of aspiration. The goal is
not merely to help citizens survive; it is to enable
them to thrive. An aspirational society is more
dynamic, innovative, and confident. It is also better
equipped to contribute to national transformation.

Viksit Bharat 2047: The Expansion of the
Governance Horizon

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 represents the
culmination of this evolving philosophy. Unlike
short-term policy objectives, Viksit Bharat is a
long-term national vision. It seeks to transform
India into a developed, prosperous, technologically
advanced, environmentally sustainable, and
globally influential nation by the centenary of
Independence.

Importantly, this vision does not abandon the
principles of Antyodaya. Rather, it expands them.
The argument is straightforward: a developed India
cannot be built if large sections of society remain
excluded from progress. National development and
social inclusion are not competing priorities; they
are mutually reinforcing objectives.

The moral foundation remains of service to the last
person. The strategic objective becomes national
transformation. Thus, Antyodaya and Viksit Bharat
should be understood not as separate ideas but as
interconnected stages of a larger developmental
journey.

Governance as Nation-Building

Perhaps the most significant contribution of this
evolving philosophy is the redefinition of
governance itself. Governance is no longer viewed
solely as administration or service delivery. It is
increasingly understood as an instrument of
nation-building.

Infrastructure projects connect regions. Welfare
programmes  expand  opportunities.  Digital
platforms democratize access. Cultural initiatives
strengthen identity. Economic reforms create
growth. Together, these efforts contribute to a
broader national transformation.

In this framework, every policy acquires a larger
purpose. Governance becomes a means of
empowering  citizens  while  simultaneously
strengthening the nation. The resulting vision
combines ethical responsibility with developmental
ambition.
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Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi
Heritage,
Restoration and
India's Cultural
Resurgence

Aman Rawat
Student and Defence
Enthusiast

India has witnessed a significant
cultural resurgence alongside its
economic, technological, and
social transformation. Guided by
the vision of "Vishwas, Vikas aur
Jan Kalyan" (Trust, Development,
and Public Welfare), the
government has sought not only
to accelerate growth and improve
governance but also to reconnect
the nation with its civilizational
roots. This period has been
marked by renewed emphasis on
India's cultural heritage,
traditional knowledge
systems, languages, arts,
spiritual traditions, and
historical consciousness.

The result has been

what many describe as

a cultural renaissance,

an effort to preserve

India's rich legacy while
presenting it confidently on the
global stage.



One of the defining features of this revival has been
the restoration and development of sites of
immense religious and historical significance. The
redevelopment of the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor in
Varanasi, with the first phase completed at
approximately 350 crore (overall project estimated
at ¥800-900 crore, including ancillary works),
transformed one of Hinduism's holiest pilgrimage
centres by improving accessibility, public amenities,
and connectivity while preserving its spiritual
character. Likewise, the construction of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, funded by approximately
¥1,800-1,900 crore in donations from devotees, did
not occur in isolation. The Government, owing to the
historicity of the event, has vowed to make a
contribution of 85,000 crore for redevelopment of
Ayodhya as a testament to its linkage with the
civilizational legacy of India, marked
the total realisation of a
long-cherished aspiration for
millions of devotees and emerged as
a defining symbol of cultural
resurgence. The Mahakal Lok
Corridor in Ujjain, developed at a
cost of nearly 856 crore, revitalised
the precincts surrounding the

Mahakaleshwar Temple by
integrating modern infrastructure
with traditional architectural
sesthetics. e

The government's efforts, reflective of “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas”, also aim to preserve spiritual heritage
for all religions. The Kartarpur Corridor, developed at
an estimated cost of around %120 crore on the
Indian side, has facilitated easier access for
pilgrims to one of Sikhism's holiest shrines.
Similarly, infrastructure upgrades for Shri Hemkund
Sahib, including the proposed ropeway project
valued at approximately 2,703 crore, aim to
improve accessibility for devotees. Under the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme, approximately ¥361.97
crore has been allocated for the development of
Buddhist circuits and heritage destinations,
including Bodh Gaya and Kushinagar. The
Kushinagar International Airport, developed at a
cost of %448 crore, has further strengthened
Buddhist pilgrimage tourism and international

The cultural
renaissance of the
past twelve years
reflects a broader

understanding
that culture is not
merely a legacy of

the past but a

dynamic force
shaping the future.

connectivity.

Complementing these efforts, the PRASAD
(Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage
Augmentation Drive) Scheme, with sanctioned
projects exceeding 1,727 crore, has supported
infrastructure and conservation initiatives at Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Muslim, Christian, and Hindu
pilgrimage sites. Together, these investments
reflect a broader commitment to preserving India's
diverse religious traditions while generating
tourism, regional development, and economic
growth. Efforts to conserve and showcase India's
cultural heritage have also been accompanied by
substantial investments in monuments, museums,
and archival preservation.

Through initiatives such as Adopt a
Heritage and the National Culture
Fund, conservation work has been
undertaken at iconic sites including
the Red Fort, Humayun's Tomb, and
the Konark Sun Temple. The museum
sector has similarly witnessed
significant expansion. Through the
Museum Grant Scheme, hundreds of
crores have been allocated for the
modernisation and development of
museums nationwide. Among the
most ambitious museum projects is
the proposed Yuge Yugeen Bharat
National Museum in New Delhi, jointly developed
with France (in collaboration with France Museums
Développement) and set to showcase 5,000 years of
Indian civilizational history, from the Indus Valley
Civilisation to modern times, across eight thematic
segments.

At the same time, initiatives such as the National
Mission on Monuments and Antiquities (NMMA) and
the National Mission for Manuscripts have
accelerated the digitisation and documentation of
millions  of  artefacts,  manuscripts, and
archaeological records. Notably, the National
Mission for Manuscripts has digitised over 8 lakh
manuscripts, of which 1.29 lakh manuscripts are
accessible to the public on the National Digital
Repository (NDR). In addition, the National
Manuscript Survey was launched on 16th March
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2026 to identify, document, and create a
comprehensive national database of manuscripts
held by institutions, private individuals, scholars,
mutts, temples, libraries, and other repositories,
with more than 12.97 lakh manuscripts documented
so far. During FY2025-26, a total of ¥13.29 crore was
utilised as on 15th March 2026. This Mission has
also been mandated to establish a nationwide
network of Cluster Centres (CCs) and Independent
Centres (ICs) to preserve invaluable historical and
scholarly works for future generations.

Language and education have emerged as key
pillars of India's cultural renaissance. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduced a
transformative approach by promoting
mother-tongue and regional-language instruction,
particularly during the foundational years of
schooling, while integrating Indian knowledge
systems into mainstream education. To support
multilingual learning, digital platforms such as
DIKSHA and SWAYAM have expanded educational
content across numerous

Indian languages,
reaching millions
of students and

educators nationwide.

Sanskrit, often regarded as a repository of India's
intellectual and philosophical heritage, received
renewed institutional support through the Central
Sanskrit University Act, 2020, which elevated 3
deemed Sanskrit universities to Central University
status. A major technological initiative in this
domain has been the Bhashini Mission, launched
with an early proposal of ¥450 crore to develop
Al-powered translation, speech recognition, and
language technology tools across India's diverse
linguistic landscape. These initiatives seek to
ensure that technological progress strengthens
rather than weakens India's linguistic diversity.
Educational reforms have also encouraged greater
engagement with Indian philosophy, traditional
sciences, yoga, and cultural heritage, fostering
awareness of India's civilizational legacy among
younger generations. India's traditional systems of
knowledge and wellness have also experienced
renewed prominence.

Yoga, one of India's most influential cultural
contributions to the world, achieved
unprecedented global recognition following
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the United Nations' adoption of the International
Day of Yoga in 2014, with the support of a record 177
countries. Annual celebrations now attract millions
of participants worldwide, transforming yoga into a
global movement for health and well-being. In 2024
alone, more than 24.5 crore people participated in
International Day of Yoga events, reflecting its
growing global reach and acceptance. Government
support for yoga education, research, certification,
and international outreach has reinforced India's
position as a global ambassador of holistic
wellness.

Similarly, traditional healthcare systems under the
AYUSH framework, including Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani
& Siddha, have received unprecedented
institutional support. Through the National AYUSH
Mission and related initiatives, healthcare
infrastructure has expanded significantly, with over
12,500 Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AYUSH) serving
communities across the country. These centres now
benefit more than 11.5 crore people annually, while
an additional 5.6 crore beneficiaries have accessed
services through AYUSH tertiary-care institutions.
Expanded research, wellness centres, educational
institutions, and international collaborations,
including the establishment of the WHO Global
Centre for Traditional Medicine in Jamnagar, have
helped promote indigenous healthcare practices
both domestically and internationally,
strengthening India's reputation as a global centre
of traditional wellness and preventive healthcare.

The promotion of Indian arts, crafts, and cultural
industries has been another important dimension
of this transformation. Numerous initiatives have
sought to support artisans, weavers, folk
performers, tribal artists, and traditional craftsmen
whose skills represent centuries of accumulated
cultural knowledge. Programs promoting
indigenous products, including One District One
Product (ODOP) and PM Vishwakarma, have
expanded access to training, financial support, and
market opportunities. The emphasis on "Vocal for
Local" has contributed not only to economic
empowerment but also to the preservation of
cultural identities embedded in local crafts and
traditions. Cultural diplomacy has emerged as a

powerful instrument of India's international
engagement during this period. The handicrafts
market in India reached US$ 4.56 billion in 2024 and
is projected to reach US$ 8.19 billion by 2033, with a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 6.39%
during 2025-2033, according to IMARC Group's
forecasts. The market growth in India is driven by
significant improvements in the accessibility of
handicraft products on various online platforms.
Additionally, the surge in travel and tourism within
the country is driving a notable increase in the
popularity of handicrafts. Tourists are increasingly
investing in souvenirs and other handcrafted items,
thereby creating opportunities for local artisans
and craftsmen to efficiently develop and market
their high-quality handicrafts.

As India marks twelve years of transformative
governance under the theme of "Vishwas, Vikas aur
Jan Kalyan,” The -cultural dimension of this
transformation deserves special recognition. The
period has witnessed sustained efforts to preserve
heritage, revive traditions, promote indigenous
knowledge systems, strengthen cultural
confidence, and project India's civilizational
identity globally. From the restoration of sacred
sites and modernisation of museums to the
promotion of Indian languages and the global
expansion of yoga, these initiatives reflect a
comprehensive vision of nation-building. The
cultural renaissance of the past twelve years
reflects a broader understanding that culture is not
merely a legacy of the past but a dynamic force
shaping the future. By reconnecting development
with civilizational consciousness, India has sought
to foster pride, unity, and confidence among its
citizens. As the country continues its journey
toward becoming a leading global power, its
cultural resurgence stands as an important pillar of
national transformation, demonstrating that
economic progress and cultural preservation can
advance hand in hand.
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The roots of banking-sector reform lie in the
challenges that emerged during the
high-growth years of the late 2000s. Between
2006 and 2011, Indian banks substantially
expanded credit to support infrastructure
projects, power generation, steel production,
telecommunications, highways, and large
industrial ventures.

These investments were expected to
accelerate economic growth and create
productive assets. However, many projects
encountered delays arising from land
acquisition issues, environmental clearances,
litigation, regulatory bottlenecks, policy
uncertainty, and adverse global economic
conditions following the international
financial crisis.

As project implementation slowed, corporate
revenues weakened, and debt-servicing
capacity deteriorated. This resulted in growing
stress on corporate balance sheets. Since
banks had financed a large share of these
investments, financial stress gradually spread
to the banking system. Economists began
describing the phenomenon as the Twin
Balance Sheet (TBS) Crisis; a situation in
which both corporate borrowers and lending
institutions simultaneously experienced
financial distress.

From
Indradhanush
to Saptarshi
A Decade of
Banking Reforms

Amit Alok Ranjan
Doctoral Research Scholar
Department of African Studies
University of Delhi



The problem was compounded by the widespread
practice of loan restructuring and ever-greening.
Rather than recognising stressed assets
immediately, some banks extended additional
credit or modified repayment schedules in order to
avoid classifying loans as non-performing. While
this approach temporarily concealed the problem, it
delayed  corrective  action  and reduced
transparency.

The true magnitude of banking-sector stress
became visible following the Reserve Bank of
India's Asset Quality Review (AQR) conducted
between 2015 and 2017. The review required banks
to recognise previously undisclosed stressed assets
and adopt more realistic assessments of loan
quality. The results were striking. Gross NPAs of
public sector banks rose sharply, reaching
approximately 11.6 per cent by March 2018.
Profitability declined, lending capacity weakened,
and concerns emerged about banks' ability to
support economic growth. The crisis highlighted the
urgent need for comprehensive structural reforms.
Mission Indradhanush: A Framework for Banking
Sector Revival

Recognizing that the challenges confronting public
sector banks were systemic rather than temporary,
the Government of India launched Mission
Indradhanush in August 2015. The programme
represented a comprehensive strategy for
revitalising public sector banks through a
combination of capital support, governance
reforms, institutional accountability, and
operational strengthening. The term ‘Indradhanush’
symbolised a seven-pronged reform framework
encompassing reforms in appointments, bank
boards, capitalisation, de-stressing, empowerment,
accountability, and governance. A central
component of the programme was recapitalisation.
Strong capital buffers are essential for maintaining
financial stability and supporting lending activities.
To strengthen bank balance sheets and ensure
compliance with Basel Ill norms, the government
initially committed 70,000 crore and subsequently
provided cumulative capital support exceeding 3
lakh crore between 2015 and 2021.

This infusion of capital enabled banks to absorb
losses, improve capital adequacy, and resume
normal lending operations. Equally important were
governance reforms designed to enhance
professionalism and accountability. Efforts were
made to improve board-level oversight, strengthen
risk-management practices, and reduce operational
inefficiencies. Mission Indradhanush therefore
represented more than a financial rescue package.
It sought to address institutional weaknesses that
had contributed to the accumulation of stressed
assets.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code: Transforming
Credit Discipline

While recapitalisation strengthened bank balance
sheets, a sustainable solution required
improvements in the broader credit ecosystem. The
enactment of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) in 2016 marked a landmark reform in this
regard. Prior to the IBC, insolvency resolution
processes were often fragmented, prolonged, and
ineffective. Recovery of stressed assets frequently
involved lengthy litigation and uncertain outcomes.
The IBC introduced a time-bound framework for
resolving corporate insolvency. It strengthened
creditor rights, improved recovery mechanisms, and
encouraged greater financial discipline among
borrowers. The reform altered incentives across the
credit market. Borrowers became more conscious of
repayment obligations, while lenders gained
stronger legal tools for recovering dues.

Although implementation challenges remain, the
IBC has significantly improved the institutional
environment for credit allocation and helped
restore confidence in the banking system. The
combination of recapitalization and insolvency
reform laid the foundation for a more resilient
financial architecture.

Consolidation and the Emergence of Stronger
Public Sector Banks

Another major dimension of banking-sector reform
involved the consolidation of public sector banks.
Historically, India's banking landscape included
numerous PSBs of varying sizes and capacities.
While this structure reflected historical evolution, it
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also led to resource duplication, fragmented
operations, and varying levels of efficiency.

Between 2017 and 2020, a major consolidation
exercise reduced the number of public sector banks
from 27 to 12. The objective was to create larger
institutions capable of benefiting from economies
of scale, stronger risk-management systems,
improved capital allocation, and enhanced
competitiveness.

Larger banks are generally better positioned to
finance major infrastructure projects, support
industrial growth, invest in technology, and
compete in increasingly sophisticated financial
markets. The consolidation process also sought to
improve operational efficiency while creating
institutions capable of supporting India's long-term
developmental ambitions.

Measurable Outcomes of Reform

The cumulative impact of these reforms became
increasingly evident during the subsequent decade.
Public sector banks experienced a remarkable
improvement in asset quality. Gross NPAs declined
from approximately 11.6 per cent in 2018 to about
2.58 per cent by March 2025. Capital adequacy
ratios improved substantially, exceeding regulatory
requirements.

Profitability also strengthened. Banks that had once
struggled with losses began reporting healthier
balance sheets and stronger financial performance.
These developments restored confidence among
investors, depositors, regulators, and borrowers.
The transformation is reflected in several key
indicators:

Table 1: Selected Indicators of Banking Sector
Transformation in India

Indicator 2018-19 | 2024-25
Gross NPA Ratio (PSBs) 11.6% 2.58%
Number of PSBs 27 12
PMJDY Accounts 35.2 crore | 56.2 crore

Capital Adequacy Ratio (PSBs) | 12.2% Above 16%

UPI Transactions 535 crore | 18,000+ crore annually

Source:Compiled by the author from Reserve Bank of India (2024,

2025), Ministry of Finance reports, and PIB releases (2025-2026).

These figures indicate not merely recovery but
substantial strengthening of India's banking
ecosystem.

Digital Financial Inclusion and the JAM Revolution

Banking-sector reforms coincided with an equally
significant transformation in financial inclusion.
The JAM architecture; Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile; created the foundation for a digitally
enabled financial ecosystem capable of reaching
citizens at an unprecedented scale.

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY),
launched in 2014, sought to provide universal
access to banking services. By 2025, more than 56
crore accounts had been opened, making it one of
the largest financial inclusion programmes in the
world. Importantly, a substantial proportion of
these accounts belong to rural and semi-urban
households that were previously excluded from
formal financial systems.

Financial inclusion has implications extending far
beyond banking access. It facilitates savings,
access to credit, insurance coverage, direct benefit
transfers, and economic participation. The JAM
architecture therefore transformed banking from a
predominantly urban service into a mass
developmental instrument.

UPI and the Digital Payments Revolution

If Jan Dhan expanded access to banking, the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) revolutionised the way
financial transactions are conducted. Developed by
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI),
UPI created a secure, interoperable, and real-time
digital payments ecosystem. Its growth has been
extraordinary. From modest beginnings, annual UPI
transactions crossed 18,000 crores by 2025-26,
making India home to the world's largest real-time
digital payments system. UPI has reduced
transaction costs, enhanced convenience,
promoted financial transparency, and supported the
formalisation of economic activity.

For small businesses, street vendors, rural
entrepreneurs, and consumers, digital payments
have become an integral part of daily life. The
success of UPI illustrates how technological
innovation can complement banking-sector reforms
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by extending the benefits of financial

modernisation to the broader population.

From Financial Stability to Developmental Finance

The strengthening of India's banking sector has
broader significance because banks play a crucial
role in financing development. Infrastructure
projects, manufacturing expansion, renewable
energy investments, urban development, logistics
systems, and emerging industries all require
long-term capital.

A weak banking system cannot effectively support
such investments. Conversely, a healthy banking
sector can act as a catalyst for economic
transformation. The reforms undertaken since 2015,
therefore, have implications that extend well
beyond financial stability. They have enhanced
banks' capacity to support India's aspirations for
sustained growth and structural transformation.
This  shift from crisis management to
developmental finance forms the backdrop for the
emergence of the Saptarshi Framework.

The Saptarshi Framework: A Vision for Viksit
Bharat

The Union Budget 2023-24 introduced the Saptarshi
Framework, outlining seven priority areas intended
to guide India's developmental trajectory toward
2047. These  priorities  include inclusive
development, reaching the last mile, infrastructure
and investment, unleashing potential, green
growth, youth power, and the financial sector.

Unlike Mission Indradhanush, which focused on
repairing institutions, Saptarshi seeks to leverage
institutional strengths to pursue long-term
national objectives. The framework reflects a
transition from stabilisation to transformation.

It recognises that sustained development requires
strong financial institutions capable of mobilising
capital, supporting innovation, financing
infrastructure, and promoting inclusion.

Financial Sector Modernisation in the Saptarshi Era
The financial sector occupies a central place within
the Saptarshi vision. Several initiatives illustrate
this emphasis. The proposed National Financial
Information Registry seeks to improve credit

assessment and information sharing, thereby
enhancing efficiency within financial markets.

The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC),
commonly referred to as the Digital Rupee,
represents India's exploration of next-generation
monetary technologies. Similarly, the continued
development of GIFT City aims to strengthen India's
position within global financial networks and
create a world-class international financial services
hub.

These initiatives indicate a broader ambition: to
transform India from a large domestic financial
market into a globally integrated financial centre
capable of supporting future economic expansion.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

Despite substantial progress, important challenges
remain. Maintaining asset quality requires
continued vigilance. Credit growth must be
accompanied by robust risk assessment and
prudent lending practices. Rapid technological
change introduces new concerns relating to
cybersecurity, data protection, digital fraud, and
operational resilience.

Climate change and sustainability considerations
will increasingly influence lending decisions and
investment strategies. Financial inclusion must
also evolve beyond account ownership to
encompass meaningful access to credit, insurance,
pensions, and wealth-creation opportunities.
Finally, regional disparities in financial access
require continued attention to ensure that
developmental gains are broadly shared.
Addressing these challenges will be essential for
sustaining the achievements of recent reforms.
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The idea of Nari Shakti occupies an
increasingly central place in India’s
contemporary development discourse.
Rooted in India’s civilizational traditions,
the concept recognises women not merely
as recipients of support but as sources of
strength, creativity, resilience, and
leadership.

Historically, women have played vital roles
in India’s social, cultural, and economic life.
From Vedic scholars and freedom fighters to
educators, entrepreneurs, scientists, and
political leaders, women have contributed
significantly to nation-building. Yet
structural barriers often limited their
participation and recognition.

The policy emphasis on Nari Shakti seeks to
address this gap by integrating gender
considerations across multiple sectors
rather than confining them to isolated
welfare programmes. Women’s
empowerment is increasingly viewed as a
cross-cutting objective that influences
education, health, finance,
entrepreneurship, governance, technology,
and security.




This represents a conceptual shift from
“development for women” to “development through
women.” The difference is profound. Women are no
longer seen only as participants in development;

they are increasingly viewed as leaders of
development.
Dignity, Health, and the Foundations of
Empowerment

Meaningful empowerment begins with dignity.
Before women can fully participate in economic and
public life, they must have access to basic
amenities that improve health, safety, and quality
of life. Several initiatives over the past decade have
focused on this foundational dimension. The
expansion of sanitation infrastructure through

access to formal banking systems, savings
mechanisms, credit facilities, and financial
decision-making processes. Economic dependence
often limits their ability to exercise agency in both
household and community contexts.

The expansion of bank accounts under the Jan Dhan
programme, combined with Direct Benefit Transfers
and digital financial systems, has significantly
increased women’s participation in formal financial
networks. The importance of financial inclusion
extends beyond banking. Access to savings, credit,
insurance, and digital payments strengthens
economic autonomy. Women gain greater control
over resources and become more active participants
in household and community decision-making.

Swachh Bharat, access to clean cooking fuel Digital financial technologies have further
through the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala accel.erated ) t.his process. Mobile
Yojana, improved access to drinking T banking, digital payments, and
water, and expanded healthcare When women financial literacy initiatives are
coverage have had important participate fully in helping bridge longstanding barriers
implications for women. economic and social to economic participation. The

life, productivity
rises, communities
become more
resilient, and

The significance of the Ujjwala
programme extends beyond energy
access. For millions of women, clean

broader outcome is the gradual
democratisation of financial
opportunity.

cooking fuel has reduced exposure devle)l::;rgqeen:(l)geams The Self-Help Group Revolution

to indoor air pollution, improved - blr One of the most significant yet often
health outcomes, and saved sustainaste. underappreciated transformations in
valuable time previously spent e rural India has been the growth of

collecting firewood and traditional

fuels. Similarly, access to household toilets has
enhanced dignity, privacy, and safety, particularly in
rural areas. These interventions may appear basic,

yet they address everyday challenges that
disproportionately affect women.
From a governance perspective, dignity itself

becomes a developmental resource. Women who
are healthier, safer, and more empowered are better
positioned to participate in education, employment,
entrepreneurship, and public life.

Financial Inclusion: Bringing Women into the
Economic Mainstream

Financial inclusion has emerged as one of the most
transformative dimensions of women’s
empowerment. Historically, many women lacked

women-led Self-Help Groups (SHGSs).
Across villages and small towns, millions of women
have organised themselves into community-based
groups that promote savings, access to credit,
entrepreneurship, and collective action. These
groups have evolved far beyond their original
financial functions.

Today, SHGs play important roles in local
governance, livelihood generation, social
awareness, agricultural value chains, and

community development initiatives. They represent
one of the world’s largest experiments in grassroots
women’s empowerment. The success of SHGs lies in
their ability to combine economic activity with
social capital. Women gain not only access to
resources but also confidence, leadership skills, and
collective bargaining power.
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Many SHGs have expanded into micro-enterprises,
food processing units, handicrafts, agricultural
ventures, and service-sector activities. In doing so,
they contribute both to household incomes and
rural economic development. The SHG movement
demonstrates that women’s empowerment is most
effective when it combines financial support with
community participation and leadership
development.

Women Entrepreneurship and the New Growth
Story

India’s economic transformation increasingly
depends on entrepreneurship, innovation, and
small-business growth. Women entrepreneurs are
becoming an important part of this story. For
decades, women’s economic participation was
concentrated in informal sectors with limited
access to capital, technology, and markets.
Contemporary policy initiatives have sought to
address these constraints through financial
inclusion, support for entrepreneurship, digital
platforms, and skill development programmes.

The rise of women-led enterprises is visible across
sectors ranging from agriculture and handicrafts to
technology startups and e-commerce ventures.
Women are increasingly starting businesses,
creating jobs, and contributing to local economies.
Entrepreneurship has a multiplier effect. A woman
entrepreneur often invests in education, health, and
community welfare, creating broader
developmental benefits.

More importantly,

entrepreneurship changes social perceptions. It
challenges traditional assumptions about gender
roles and broadens the horizons of possibility for
future generations. In this sense, women
entrepreneurs are not merely economic actors; they
are agents of social transformation.

Political  Representation and  Democratic
Participation

Political empowerment remains a crucial
component of women-led development. The

participation of women in governance strengthens
democratic  legitimacy and improves the
responsiveness of public institutions. Over the
years, women have played increasingly important
roles in local governments, state legislatures,
Parliament, and public administration.

The passage of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam,
providing for greater representation of women in
legislative institutions, has further reinforced the
commitment to expanding women’s political
participation. At the grassroots level, women’s
representation in Panchayati Raj institutions has
transformed local governance in many parts of the
country. Women leaders have contributed to
improved attention to issues such as health,
education, sanitation, water management, and
community welfare.

Political participation is important not merely
because it enhances representation but because it
changes governance priorities and strengthens
democratic inclusiveness. A
truly developed
nation requires




the active participation of women in

decision-making at every level.

Women in STEM, Innovation, and the Knowledge
Economy

The twenty-first century is increasingly driven by
knowledge, technology, and innovation.
Consequently, women’s participation in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
has acquired strategic importance. India has made
notable progress in expanding opportunities for
women in higher education, scientific research,
digital technologies, and innovation ecosystems.
Women scientists have contributed significantly to
India’s achievements in space exploration,
biotechnology, medicine, information technology,
and research.

The visibility of women in institutions such as ISRO
has become a powerful symbol of changing
aspirations. Young girls increasingly view science,
engineering, and technological innovation as viable
career pathways. The importance of STEM
participation extends beyond individual success. It
strengthens national competitiveness, expands the
talent pool, and contributes to technological
self-reliance. As India seeks to emerge as a global
innovation hub, the inclusion of women in the
knowledge economy becomes not merely desirable
but essential.

Women in the Armed Forces and Public
Institutions

Another significant dimension of contemporary
transformation has been the expansion of
opportunities for women within traditionally
male-dominated institutions.  Women are
increasingly serving in leadership positions across
the armed forces, police services, judiciary,
bureaucracy, diplomacy, and public administration.
Policy reforms have expanded opportunities for
women officers in various branches of the military,
reflecting broader changes in institutional culture.
The significance of these developments extends
beyond employment opportunities. They challenge
long-standing stereotypes regarding leadership,
capability, and public service. Women serving in
uniform symbolise a broader societal

transformation; one in which national service,
security, and leadership are viewed as
responsibilities shared by all citizens irrespective of
gender. Their growing presence strengthens both
institutional diversity and democratic inclusiveness.

Women-Led Development and the Vision of Viksit
Bharat

The concept of Viksit Bharat 2047 places women at
the centre of India’s developmental aspirations. A
developed India cannot be built solely through
infrastructure, economic growth, or technological
advancement. It also requires social inclusion,
human capital development, and broad-based
participation in national progress. Women
constitute nearly half of India’s population. Their
educational attainment, workforce participation,
entrepreneurial success, political leadership, and
social empowerment directly influence national
outcomes.

The vision of women-led development recognizes
that empowering women is not merely a matter of
justice; it is a matter of national strategy. When
women participate fully in economic and social life,
productivity rises, communities become more
resilient, and developmental gains become more
sustainable. Thus, women-led development is not a
sectoral policy. It is a nation-building strategy.
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The India of 2014: A Nation at a
Crossroads

To understand the magnitude of
transformation India has witnessed,
one must recall the India of 2014. A
decade of governance drift had left
the nation demoralised. Policy
paralysis was not merely a political
phrase; it was a lived reality. Young
Indians, armed with degrees and
ambitions, found themselves
confronting a jobs market corroded by
cronyism, a startup ecosystem still in
its infancy, and a government that
seemed to respond to aspiration with
indifference. Scam after scam eroded
public trust. Inflation ran rampant. The
rupee hovered at historic lows. For
millions of young Indians, emigration
felt less like a choice and more like a
necessity.




It was against this backdrop that Narendra Modi
arrived on the national stage with a simple but
electrifying promise: Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas
together with all, Development for all. For India's
youth, it was not just a political slogan. It was a
covenant.

The Governance Reset: Clarity, Accountability, and
Trust

What the Modi government achieved in its first term
was, above all, a restoration of institutional
credibility. The Jan Dhan Yojana, launched within
months of taking office, brought over 530 million
previously unbanked citizens into the formal
financial system (Ministry of Finance, 2024). This
was not merely a welfare measure; it was the
foundational infrastructure for a new economic
architecture. Direct Benefit
Transfers, enabled by JAM (Jan
Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile), eliminated
middlemen, plugged leakages worth
hundreds of thousands of crores,
and ensured that entitlements
reached citizens directly (NITI Aayog,
2023).

For young Indians entering civic and
professional life, the signal was
unmistakable: governance could be
efficient, transparent, and honest.
The Goods and Services Tax (GST),
despite initial turbulence, unified a fragmented tax
ecosystem and created a level playing field for
entrepreneurs. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) reforms reduced the time to resolve
insolvencies from over four years to under 300 days,
making India's business environment significantly
more predictable (World Bank, 2020). India's rank in
the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business Index
climbed from 142 in 2014 to 63 in 2020, a
transformation without precedent (World Bank,
2020).

A New Architecture for Youth Empowerment
Perhaps the most consequential legacy of the Modi
government for India's youth is the constellation of
flagship schemes that rewired the relationship
between young Indians and economic opportunity.

A generation that has
grown up with UPI,
founded startups,

earned Olympic
medals, launched
satellites, and voted
in record numbers is
not a generation that
lacks ambition or
capability.

Skill India, launched in 2015, set the ambitious
target of skilling 400 million Indians by 2022. By
2024, over 20 million individuals had been trained
under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY) alone (Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, 2024). The initiative recognised a
fundamental truth: in a nation where more than
65% of the population is under 35, skilling is not
optional it is existential.

Startup India, launched in January 2016, catalysed
what is today one of the world's most vibrant
entrepreneurial ecosystems. India is now home to
over 1,40,000 DPIIT-recognised startups and more
than 100 unicorns (DPIIT, 2024). From Bengaluru to
Bhagalpur, young Indians are no longer merely
seeking employment; they are creating it. The PM
Mudra Yojana has disbursed over 27
lakh crore in collateral-free loans to
micro and small entrepreneurs since
2015, with women and
first-generation entrepreneurs
forming a significant share of
beneficiaries (Ministry of Finance,
2024).

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 represents perhaps the boldest
reimagining of India's educational
architecture since independence. By
introducing multidisciplinary
learning, vocational integration,
mother-tongue-based early education, and a
flexible credit framework, NEP 2020 positions India's
youth to compete not just domestically but on the
global stage (Ministry of Education, 2020). The
emphasis on coding from Class 6, the inclusion of
Artificial Intelligence in school curricula, and the
Academic Bank of Credits signal that Indian
education is finally aligning itself with the demands
of the 21st century.

Digital India: The Great Equaliser

No dimension of the Modi government's
youth-oriented transformation is more visible than
Digital India. The Unified Payments Interface (UPI),
developed under the National Payments
Corporation of India, has made India the world
leader in real-time digital payments. In 2023-24, UPI
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processed over 131 billion transactions worth more
than %200 lakh crore, figures that surpass the
combined digital payment volumes of the United
States and Europe (NPCl, 2024). For a young vendor
in a village market or a student paying tuition fees
in a small town, UPI has been genuinely
revolutionary.

The BharatNet project, connecting over 2.5 lakh
gram panchayats with high-speed broadband, and
the rapid expansion of 4G and 5G coverage have
democratised access to information, education, and
markets in ways unimaginable a decade ago
(Ministry of Communications, 2024). Edtech,
agritech, healthtech, entire sectors built by young
Indians have become possible because of this
digital infrastructure.

A New National Identity: Pride, Purpose, and
Participation

Beyond the metrics and schemes lies something
more intangible but perhaps more significant: a
transformation in  how young Indians see
themselves and their country. The Modi government
has consistently projected India not as a supplicant
seeking international validation but as a
civilisational state confident in its heritage and
assertive in its ambitions. Whether it was India's
decisive response to cross-border terrorism, the
abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu & Kashmir, the
hosting of G20 with a Global South agenda, or the
Chandrayaan-3 mission landing on the lunar south
pole, each moment has reinforced for young Indians
that their nation is a consequential actor on the
world stage.

This sense of national pride is not jingoism; it is
confidence. And confidence, for a generation that
grew up being told to look westward for inspiration,
is transformative. India's young people are
increasingly choosing to build, invest, and
contribute here. The reverse brain drain is real:
Indian professionals from Silicon Valley and London
are returning to participate in what they recognise
as one of the great economic stories of the 21st
century.

2047: The Youth as Architects of Viksit Bharat
When Prime Minister Modi articulates the vision of

Viksit Bharat 2047, a developed India by the
centenary of independence, he is not merely setting
a policy target. He is issuing a generational
summons. The youth of today, between the ages of
18 and 35, will be in the prime of their professional
lives when 2047 arrives. They are not spectators to
this vision; they are its protagonists.

The infrastructure of empowerment, digital
connectivity, accessible finance, quality education,
ease of enterprise that twelve years of governance
have built is the launching pad. What India's youth
does with it will determine whether 2047 is a
milestone or merely a calendar date. The evidence
of the past twelve years suggests cause for genuine
optimism. A generation that has grown up with UPI,
founded startups, earned Olympic medals, launched
satellites, and voted in record numbers is not a
generation that lacks ambition or capability.

Twelve years of Vishwas, Vikas aur Jan Kalyan have
not merely changed India's economy or its
infrastructure. They have changed the psychology of
a generation from resignation to aspiration, from
dependency to enterprise, from doubt to conviction.
That, perhaps more than any GDP figure or ranking,
is the most enduring legacy of this era of
transformative governance.
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The last twelve years under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi have marked a
transformative chapter in India's
democratic and developmental journey.
Since assuming office in 2014, the Modi
government has sought to redefine
governance by emphasising transparency,
efficiency, accountability, and
citizen-centric administration. Guided by
the principles of Vishwas (Trust), Vikas
(Development), and Jan Kalyan (Public
Welfare), the government has
implemented a wide range of reforms
and initiatives that have impacted nearly
every aspect of national life.

Over the past decade, India has
witnessed significant progress in
infrastructure development, digital
transformation, economic growth, social
welfare, national security, environmental
sustainability, and global diplomacy. The
vision has been not merely to administer
but to transform—to create an India that
is empowered, self-reliant,
technologically advanced, and globally
respected. The journey from 2014 to 2025
reflects a governance model that seeks
to balance economic development with
social justice, strengthen democratic
institutions, and promote inclusive
growth.



Infrastructure  Development:
Foundations of New India

One of the most visible achievements of the past
twelve years has been the unprecedented
expansion of infrastructure across the country.
Recognising infrastructure as the backbone of
economic growth, the government has invested
heavily in highways, railways, airports, ports, urban
transport systems, and digital connectivity.

Building the

Flagship programs such as Bharatmala and
Sagarmala have significantly improved road and
port infrastructure, facilitating trade, reducing
logistics  costs, and enhancing regional
connectivity. The development of expressways and
economic corridors has accelerated industrial
growth while connecting previously underserved
regions to national markets.

Indian  Railways has undergone extensive
modernisation. The introduction of Vande Bharat
trains, station redevelopment projects, railway
electrification, and freight corridor development
has improved efficiency and passenger experience.
Simultaneously, the expansion of metro rail
networks in several cities has enhanced urban
mobility and reduced traffic congestion.

The PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan has
introduced integrated planning and coordination
among various ministries and departments. This
initiative aims to improve infrastructure execution,
minimise delays, and optimise resource utilisation.

The government has also expanded airport
infrastructure under the UDAN scheme, making air
travel more accessible and affordable for ordinary
citizens. As a result, regional connectivity has
improved significantly, contributing to economic
integration and tourism development.

Digital India: Revolutionising Governance and
Service Delivery

Digital transformation has emerged as one of the
defining features of the Modi government's
governance model. The Digital India initiative has
fundamentally changed how citizens interact with
government institutions and access public services.

The JAM Trinity—Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile—has become the cornerstone of India's
digital governance architecture. By integrating
financial inclusion, biometric identification, and
mobile  technology, the government has
successfully streamlined welfare delivery and
reduced corruption.

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has
revolutionised digital payments, making India a
global leader in digital financial transactions.
Today, millions of citizens use UPI for everyday
payments, contributing to financial inclusion and
economic transparency. India's digital payment
ecosystem has become a model for several
countries seeking to modernise their financial
systems.

Digital governance has extended beyond payments.
Online  platforms  for  taxation, business
registration, passport services, healthcare,
education, and grievance redressal have enhanced
administrative efficiency and citizen convenience.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, digital platforms
played a crucial role in ensuring continuity of
governance and public service delivery.

The expansion of broadband connectivity and
internet access has also helped bridge the digital
divide. Rural communities increasingly benefit from
digital services, online education, telemedicine,
and e-governance initiatives, thereby promoting
inclusive development.

Economic Reforms and the Vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat

Economic reforms have played a pivotal role in
shaping India's growth trajectory over the last
twelve years. The government has pursued policies
aimed at enhancing competitiveness, attracting
investment, encouraging entrepreneurship, and
promoting innovation.

The implementation of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) represented one of the most significant tax
reforms in independent India. By creating a unified
national market, GST simplified taxation and
improved ease of doing business.
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Programs such as Make in India, Startup India, Skill
India, and Stand-Up India have encouraged
entrepreneurship and employment generation.
India’'s  startup ecosystem has  witnessed
remarkable growth, with thousands of startups
contributing  to innovation,  technological
advancement, and job creation.

The concept of Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant
India) has emerged as a central pillar of economic
policy. Through Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes, the government has encouraged
domestic manufacturing in sectors such as
electronics, pharmaceuticals, renewable energy,
automobiles, and defence production.

Despite global economic uncertainties, India has
maintained its position as one of
the fastest-growing major
economies. The country's economic
resilience reflects strong
macroeconomic management,
expanding infrastructure,
technological  innovation, and
increasing investor confidence.

The restoration of
heritage sites,
promotion of

spiritual tourism,

and celebration of
India’s cultural

PM-KISAN has provided direct income support to
farmers,  while  agricultural  reforms  and
technological interventions have sought to
enhance productivity and improve rural livelihoods.
The Swachh Bharat Mission has transformed
sanitation infrastructure and promoted behavioural
change regarding cleanliness and hygiene. These
welfare initiatives reflect a governance model that
seeks not merely to provide assistance but to
empower citizens and create opportunities for
long-term socio-economic advancement.

Women's Empowerment and Social

Transformation

Women's empowerment has been a major priority
during the last twelve years. Government initiatives
have focused on financial inclusion, education,
healthcare, entrepreneurship, and
social security for women. Schemes
such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
have promoted gender equality and
female education. The expansion of
self-help groups, Mudra loans, and
entrepreneurship  programs  has

) : encouraged women's economic
diversity have L

Social Welfare and Inclusive s i participation.

G strengthening Improved access to sanitation

The Modi government's governance
philosophy places considerable
emphasis on social welfare and
inclusive development. Numerous schemes have
been launched to improve the quality of life of
vulnerable and marginalised sections of society.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana has helped millions of
families realise the dream of owning a house.
Ayushman Bharat has emerged as one of the
world's largest public healthcare programs,
providing  health  insurance coverage to
economically weaker sections.

The Ujjwala Yojana has empowered women by
providing access to clean cooking fuel, thereby
improving health outcomes and reducing
household pollution. Similarly, the Jal Jeevan
Mission has expanded access to safe drinking
water in rural households, contributing to better
health and sanitation.

India’s soft power.

facilities, clean cooking fuel, and
healthcare services has positively
impacted the lives of millions of
women. These initiatives have contributed to
greater dignity, safety, and empowerment. The
increasing representation of women in public life
and policy discourse reflects broader societal
changes supported by government interventions
aimed at gender-inclusive development.

National Security and Strategic Strength

National security has remained a key priority under
the Modi government. Significant efforts have been
made to modernise defence capabilities,
strengthen border infrastructure, and enhance
strategic preparedness.

The government's proactive approach to security
challenges has demonstrated a commitment to
safeguarding national interests. Investments in
indigenous defence manufacturing align with the
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broader vision of self-reliance and strategic
autonomy.  Border infrastructure projects,
modernisation of armed forces, and enhanced
coordination among security agencies have
strengthened India's defence capabilities. The
emphasis on technological innovation in defence
and cybersecurity has further enhanced national
security preparedness. The government's approach
has sought to create a secure environment
necessary for economic development and social
progress.

India's Rising Global Standing

India's foreign policy has witnessed unprecedented
dynamism over the past twelve years. Under Prime
Minister Modi's leadership, India has emerged as a
more influential and proactive global actor. The
country has strengthened strategic partnerships
with  major powers while maintaining its
commitment to strategic autonomy. India's
leadership during the G20 Presidency highlighted
its growing diplomatic influence and ability to
shape global conversations.

Through initiatives such as Vaccine Maitri, India
demonstrated its commitment to global solidarity
and humanitarian assistance during the COVID-19
pandemic. The country's active engagement with
the Global South has reinforced its image as a voice
for developing nations.

India's participation in international organisations,
climate negotiations, and economic forums reflects
its increasing role in shaping global governance.
Today, India is widely recognised as a responsible
stakeholder in addressing global challenges related
to health, climate change, technology, and
sustainable development.

Cultural Renaissance and Civilisational Pride

An important aspect of the past twelve years has
been the emphasis on preserving and promoting
India's rich cultural heritage. The government has

undertaken various initiatives to conserve
historical monuments, promote indigenous
knowledge systems, and celebrate India's

civilisational legacy.

The global recognition of Yoga through the

International Day of Yoga has significantly
enhanced India's cultural influence worldwide.
Efforts to promote traditional arts, languages, and
cultural practices have strengthened national
identity and pride.

The restoration of heritage sites, promotion of
spiritual tourism, and celebration of India's cultural
diversity have contributed to strengthening India's
soft power. These initiatives underscore the belief
that development must be rooted in cultural
confidence and civilisational continuity.

Towards Viksit Bharat 2047

As India moves toward the centenary of
independence in 2047, the vision of Viksit Bharat
serves as a roadmap for future development. The
achievements of the last twelve years have laid a
strong foundation for realising this ambitious
national goal.

The future agenda includes strengthening
innovation, expanding manufacturing, enhancing
educational quality, promoting green growth,
improving healthcare systems, and ensuring
sustainable development. The emphasis will
remain on creating opportunities for all citizens
while preserving social harmony and democratic
values.

The journey towards Viksit Bharat requires
collaboration among government, private sector,
academia, civil society, and citizens. It calls for
continued commitment to reforms, innovation, and
inclusive development.
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The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 goes beyond
conventional measures of economic progress. A

The Long developed nation is not defined solely by income

levels or industrial growth; it is also characterised by

Game strong institutions, broad-based opportunities, social
inclusion, quality infrastructure, innovation, human
i1lAd development, environmental sustainability, and a high
BU ! ld | ng d standard of living.
Deve |.O ped | nd |a, Accordingly, Viksit Bharat envisages a globally
. . competitive economy supported by modern
O ne | nstitution infrastructure, technological advancement, quality
education and healthcare, transparent governance,
at a T| me social inclusion, environmental responsibility, strong

national security, and an influential role in global

affairs. It seeks to balance economic growth with

social welfare and cultural confidence, viewing

development not merely as material progress but as
Neha Agrawal the empowerment of citizens and the strengthening
Research Scholar of national capabilities.

Department of Sociology,

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gorakhpur University

Transforming a nation of more than 1.4 billion people
into a developed country by 2047 is an ambitious
undertaking. It requires sustained economic growth,
effective institutions, policy continuity, technological
innovation, and active public participation. Such a
transformation cannot be achieved through
short-term measures alone; it demands long-term
planning and the gradual creation of the economic,
social, and institutional foundations on which future
progress can be built.
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Economic Foundations for a Developed India

Economic growth is an essential prerequisite for
achieving developed-nation status. It creates
employment  opportunities, raises income,
strengthens public finances, and provides the
resources needed for investments in education,
healthcare, infrastructure, and social welfare.
Recognising this, the past decade has seen a
sustained effort to strengthen the structural
foundations of the Indian economy.

A series of reforms aimed at improving the
business  environment, expanding financial
inclusion, formalising economic activity, and
enhancing economic efficiency have sought to
increase India's long-term growth potential. The
rapid expansion of banking services, digital
payments, tax reforms, startup promotion, and
investments in manufacturing and other productive
sectors reflects an attempt to build a more resilient
and diversified economy.

Emphasis has been placed on strengthening
domestic capabilities in manufacturing, innovation,
and entrepreneurship. For a country aspiring to
become a developed nation, sustained progress
cannot depend solely on consumption-driven
growth. It requires higher productivity, industrial
expansion, technological advancement, and
globally competitive enterprises capable of
generating employment and value addition.

Viewed in this context, many of the economic
initiatives undertaken since 2014 can be seen as
efforts to enhance India's long-term developmental
capacity and prepare the economy for the demands
of sustained growth in the decades leading to 2047.
Infrastructure: Building the Physical Foundations of
Prosperity

Infrastructure has long been a key driver of
economic development. Roads, railways, ports,
airports, power networks, logistics systems, and
digital connectivity provide the foundation for
productivity, investment, and market integration.

In recent years, India has undertaken a major
expansion of infrastructure through expressways,
economic corridors, dedicated freight corridors,
airports, metro networks, ports, inland waterways,

logistics hubs, and rural connectivity programmes.
These investments are reshaping the country's
economic landscape and improving connectivity
across regions. The importance of infrastructure
extends beyond transportation. Efficient
infrastructure lowers logistics costs, facilitates the
movement of goods and people, improves market
access, attracts investment, and enhances
economic competitiveness.

The PM Gati Shakti initiative aims to coordinate
infrastructure planning across sectors and
ministries, replacing fragmented approaches with
integrated development. Such coordination is
essential for improving efficiency and maximising
the economic benefits of public investment. As
India advances towards the goal of Viksit Bharat
2047, these infrastructure investments are
expected to strengthen the foundations for
sustained growth, regional integration, and
long-term economic development.

Human Capital: Investing in India's Greatest
Resource

India's most valuable asset is its people. The
success of the Viksit Bharat vision will depend
largely on the education, skills, health, and
productivity of its citizens. Consequently, human
capital development has become a key component
of the country's long-term development strategy.
Initiatives such as the National Education Policy,
the expansion of higher education, skill
development programmes, healthcare reforms, and
improvements in nutrition and sanitation aim to

enhance human capabilities and broaden
opportunities.

As the global economy undergoes rapid
technological change, education alone is not

sufficient. Continuous learning, skill upgradation,
and adaptability are increasingly important in a
world shaped by automation, artificial intelligence,
and evolving labour markets. Health remains
equally critical. A productive workforce depends on
access to quality healthcare, adequate nutrition,
sanitation, and preventive care. Improvements in
these areas contribute not only to individual
well-being but also to broader economic and social
progress.
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The extent to which India can develop and
effectively utilise its human resources will play a
decisive role in determining its developmental
trajectory in the decades ahead.

Governance Reforms and State Capacity

Economic resources alone do not guarantee
development; effective institutions are equally
important. Countries that have successfully
achieved developed-nation status have generally
been supported by governance systems capable of
implementing policies efficiently, delivering public
services, ensuring accountability, and responding
to changing needs.

A notable feature of recent reforms in India has
been the effort to strengthen state capacity
through technology-driven
administration, greater
transparency, and a stronger focus
on citizens. Initiatives such as
digital governance platforms, direct
benefit transfers, real-time
monitoring, and data-based
decision-making have aimed to

As India moves
towards 2047, its
development
trajectory will
remain closely
connected with

has increasingly focused on strengthening its
technological foundations through investments in
Digital Public Infrastructure, digital payments,
innovation ecosystems, startups, semiconductor
manufacturing, space research, and other emerging
technologies.

The importance of technology extends well beyond
economic growth. It is reshaping governance,
education, healthcare, agriculture, manufacturing,
and public service delivery. India's experience with
digital public platforms has demonstrated how
technology can improve access, efficiency, and
inclusion at scale. These developments have
enabled India not only to adopt technological
innovations but also to contribute solutions that
are increasingly relevant to other countries.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ As fields such as artificial
intelligence, biotechnology,
quantum  computing, advanced

manufacturing, and clean energy
continue to transform the global
economy, India's capacity to
innovate and adapt will play an

improve service delivery, reduce lobal ceemenTe important role in its development
leakages, and enhance and strategic trajectory. Strengthening
administrative efficiency. The developments. technological capabilities today is

significance of these reforms lies in
their broader impact. Effective
institutions increase the returns on
investments in infrastructure, education,
healthcare, and social welfare. They also help build
public confidence in government.

Trust remains a critical component of development.
Citizens are more likely to participate in and
support  national initiatives when  public
institutions are seen as responsive, transparent,
and reliable. In this context, strengthening
governance systems is an important foundation for
India's long-term development and the broader
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Technological Readiness for the Twenty-First
Century

Technological capability will be a critical
determinant of economic competitiveness in the
twenty-first century. Recognizing this reality, India

therefore essential to achieving the
broader goals of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Harnessing the Demographic Dividend

India is at a critical demographic juncture, with one
of the world's youngest populations and among the
largest workforces. This presents a significant
opportunity for long-term economic growth, but it
also poses important policy challenges.

A young population can become a major driver of
development when supported by quality education,
market-relevant skills, productive employment, and
opportunities for entrepreneurship. Conversely,
inadequate investment in human development and
job creation can limit the benefits of this
demographic advantage. The demographic dividend
is therefore not determined by population size
alone; it depends on the ability to enhance human
capabilities and labour productivity. Initiatives
aimed at skill development, entrepreneurship,
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innovation, digital literacy, and employment
generation are central to this effort. The next two
decades will be crucial in determining whether
India can translate its favourable demographic
profile into sustained economic and social
progress. Many of the policy measures introduced
since 2014 have sought to strengthen the
foundations required for this transition. Ultimately,
the success of Viksit Bharat 2047 will depend
substantially on how effectively today's young
population is equipped to become the country's
future  workforce, innovators, entrepreneurs,
professionals, and leaders.

Public Welfare and Inclusive Development

The vision of Viksit Bharat cannot be achieved if the
benefits of development remain limited to a
section of society. Inclusive growth is therefore an
essential element of long-term national progress.
Over the past decade, policy initiatives have
focused on expanding access to welfare
programmes,  financial  services, housing,
sanitation, healthcare, clean energy, and social
protection. The objective has been not only to
improve living conditions but also to ensure
broader participation in the development process.
The importance of these measures extends beyond
immediate welfare gains. Better access to basic
services strengthens human capabilities, increases
economic participation, and contributes to social
stability. Recent efforts have also emphasised
saturation-based delivery, with the aim of ensuring
that eligible beneficiaries are not excluded from
essential  services. The development idea
underlying Viksit Bharat seeks to combine
economic growth with social inclusion. In this
approach, prosperity and welfare are seen as
mutually reinforcing, helping to create a stronger
and more equitable foundation for national
development.

Long-Term Planning and the Culture of National
Missions

A key characteristic of successful developmental
states is their ability to pursue long-term goals
rather than focus solely on immediate outcomes.
The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 reflects this
approach by linking present policies with long-term

national objectives. This perspective is evident in
major initiatives relating to infrastructure, digital
transformation, manufacturing, renewable energy,
skill development, urban development, water
resources, and innovation. Such programmes are
designed not only to address current needs but also
to strengthen India's future capabilities.

Long-term planning provides policy continuity,
encourages investment, and helps build public
support around shared national priorities. Its value
is particularly evident in sectors where results
emerge gradually. Educational reforms,
infrastructure development, technological
advancement, and institutional strengthening
often require sustained effort over many years
before their full benefits become visible. Viewed in
this context, the period since 2014 may be seen as
the initial phase of a longer developmental journey
extending towards the goals envisioned for 2047.

India's Global Role in the Journey to Viksit Bharat

The vision of Viksit Bharat is closely linked with
India's engagement with the wider world. Sustained
economic growth and national development
require access to global markets, investments,
technologies, and knowledge networks. India's
increasing participation in international forums,
expanding economic partnerships, technological
capabilities, and growing role among developing
countries contribute to its long-term development
objectives. At the same time, greater global
engagement provides opportunities for trade,
innovation, investment, and capacity building.

India's domestic transformation has also
strengthened its international standing. Initiatives
in areas such as digital governance, infrastructure
development, renewable energy, and public service
delivery have enhanced the country's credibility and
influence in global discussions on development,
climate change, technology, and international
cooperation. As India moves towards 2047, its
development trajectory will remain closely
connected with global economic and strategic
developments. A stronger presence in international
affairs is likely to complement its aspiration to
become a developed nation and a leading global
power.
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Memory,
Confidence
and Growth

India's
Civilisational State
In Practice

Rahul Kumar Yadav
Department of Geography,
Patna University, Patna,
Bihar

The concept of a civilizational state
differs from the conventional
nation-state model that emerged in
Europe during the modern era. A
nation-state derives much of its
identity from political boundaries,
constitutional arrangements, and
relatively recent historical
experiences. A civilizational state, by
contrast, derives its legitimacy from a
much longer historical continuum.

India’s civilizational experience spans
millennia. It encompasses diverse
traditions, philosophies, languages,
faiths, artistic expressions, and
intellectual achievements. Despite
political fragmentation at different
points in history, a broad
civilizational unity persisted through
shared cultural symbols, sacred
geographies, pilgrimage networks,
philosophical traditions, and social
interactions.




The contemporary emphasis on India's civilizational
identity reflects an effort to reconnect governance
with this historical continuity. It suggests that
development should not be understood solely in
material terms but also in relation to cultural
confidence, civilizational memory, and national
self-understanding.  From  this  perspective,
economic progress and cultural renewal become
mutually reinforcing rather than mutually
exclusive.

Civilizational Nationalism and the Reimagining of
India

One of the defining features of contemporary
governance has been the growing prominence of
civilisation. Unlike narrow forms of nationalism
that rely exclusively on ethnicity or political
ideology, civilizational nationalism seeks to derive
national confidence from a shared cultural
inheritance.

The emphasis on India's ancient knowledge
traditions, spiritual heritage, historical
achievements, and civilizational contributions
reflects this approach. Public discourse increasingly
highlights India's role as a cradle of philosophical
inquiry, scientific innovation, artistic creativity, and
spiritual thought.

This renewed focus has contributed to a broader
shift in national psychology. For decades,
discussions about India's past often oscillated
between selective celebration and colonial-era
interpretations that emphasised stagnation or
decline. Contemporary narratives seek to present
India's history as a source of inspiration and
confidence rather than merely a subject of
academic study.

The significance of this shift extends beyond
symbolism. Nations often draw developmental
energy from their collective self-perception. A
society that possesses confidence in its
civilizational identity may be better positioned to
pursue ambitious developmental goals while
preserving cultural continuity.

Development Rooted in Cultural Confidence
Economic development and cultural identity are

frequently portrayed as opposing forces.
Modernisation is often assumed to require the
abandonment of traditional values and institutions.
India's recent experience suggests an alternative
possibility.

The idea increasingly gaining acceptance is that
cultural confidence can itself become a
developmental asset. Societies that value their
heritage are often better able to mobilise collective
participation, preserve social cohesion, and sustain
long-term national projects.

This perspective is visible in various initiatives that
seek to integrate culture with development.
Tourism, heritage conservation, urban renewal,
traditional crafts, cultural industries, and spiritual
tourism are increasingly viewed not merely as
cultural activities but also as engines of economic
growth. The underlying message is clear:
modernisation need not imply  cultural
homogenization. India can become technologically
advanced and economically prosperous while
remaining rooted in its civilizational ethos.

Kashi: A Model of Heritage-Led Development

Perhaps no example better illustrates this
synthesis than the transformation of Kashi
(Varanasi or Banaras). One of the world's oldest
continuously inhabited cities, Kashi occupies a
unique place in India's civilizational imagination. It
is simultaneously a sacred city, a centre of learning,
a cultural hub, and a living heritage landscape.

For many years, the challenge lay in balancing
modernisation with preservation. Urban
development often threatened heritage, while
heritage  conservation sometimes appeared
disconnected from contemporary needs. The Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor project sought to bridge this
divide.  Improved infrastructure, enhanced
accessibility, conservation initiatives, and urban
renewal efforts have transformed the pilgrim
experience while preserving the city's cultural
character.

The significance of Kashi extends beyond the
project itself. It demonstrates how heritage can
become an active component of development
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rather than an obstacle to it. Cultural assets can
generate tourism, employment, investment, and
urban revitalisation while strengthening
civilizational continuity. Kashi thus represents a
model of development that derives strength from
history rather than distancing itself from it.

Ayodhya and the Politics of Civilizational Memory
The transformation of Ayodhya occupies an equally
important place in  contemporary India's
civilizational discourse. For many citizens, the
construction of the Ram Mandir represents more
than religious development. It symbolises the
resolution of a long-standing historical and cultural
aspiration. The redevelopment of Ayodhya as a
modern pilgrimage and cultural centre reflects an
effort to integrate spiritual significance with urban
planning, tourism development, and
infrastructure expansion. From a
broader perspective, Ayodhya
highlights the role of collective
memory in nation-building.
Civilisations are sustained not
merely through institutions but
through shared narratives, symbols,
and cultural landmarks.

India’'s experience
indicates that
economic
modernisation can
coexist with cultural
rootedness. Global
integration can

and promoting spiritual tourism reflect an
appreciation of this historical reality. Projects
associated with Kedarnath, Mahakal Lok, Char
Dham connectivity, Kartarpur Corridor, and various
heritage circuits illustrate the growing recognition

that sacred geography remains an important
dimension of national integration.
These initiatives are not merely religious

undertakings. They contribute to infrastructure
development, tourism  growth, employment
generation, and regional economic activity. More
importantly, they reinforce cultural linkages across
diverse parts of the country. In a nation as vast and
diverse as India, such cultural networks continue to
play a vital integrative role.

Decolonising Public Discourse

Another significant dimension of
contemporary governance has been
the effort to decolonise public
discourse. Colonial rule did not
merely affect political institutions;
it also influenced systems of
knowledge, historical interpretation,
cultural hierarchies, and intellectual

occur without frameworks. Even after
The redevelopment of Ayodhya civilizational Independence, many aspects of
demonstrates how places dilution. public discourse continued to be
associated with civilizational shaped by inherited colonial

memory can become centres of both

cultural revival and economic activity. Hotels,
transportation infrastructure, public amenities, and
tourism-related enterprises contribute to local
development while enhancing the city's cultural
significance. In this sense, Ayodhya illustrates the
intersection of civilizational consciousness and
developmental planning.

Sacred Geography and National Integration

India's civilizational unity has historically been
reinforced by its sacred geography. Pilgrimage
routes, rivers, temples, monasteries, shrines, and
cultural landscapes created networks that
connected diverse regions long before the
emergence of modern transportation systems.

Contemporary initiatives aimed at improving
pilgrimage infrastructure, preserving cultural sites,

assumptions.

The contemporary emphasis on decolonisation
seeks to revisit these frameworks. This includes
renewed attention to indigenous perspectives, the
recovery of neglected historical narratives, the
celebration of local heroes, and the promotion of
Indian languages and cultural traditions.

The objective is not to reject global knowledge but
to engage with it from a position of intellectual
confidence. A decolonised mindset seeks to view
India not merely through borrowed frameworks but
through categories and experiences rooted in its
own civilisation. Such efforts contribute to a
broader project of cultural self-respect and national
confidence.
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Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Intellectual
Self-Reliance

One of the most interesting developments of recent
years has been the renewed interest in indigenous
knowledge systems. India's intellectual traditions
encompass diverse fields including philosophy,
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, environmental
management, linguistics, architecture, and
governance. For centuries, these traditions
contributed significantly to human knowledge.

Contemporary initiatives have sought to encourage
greater engagement with these intellectual
resources. The growing recognition of traditional
medicine, interest in Indian knowledge systems
within educational institutions, and discussions
surrounding sustainable practices rooted in
indigenous traditions reflect this trend. Importantly,
the objective is not to romanticise the past or reject
scientific inquiry. Rather, it is to encourage dialogue
between traditional wisdom and modern
knowledge. Such an approach aligns with the
broader vision of intellectual self-reliance, where
India contributes to global knowledge not merely as
a consumer but also as a producer.

Tradition and Modernity in Governance

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of India's
recent transformation is the attempt to reconcile
tradition and modernity. Historically, these
concepts were often portrayed as opposites.
Traditional societies were expected to modernise by
abandoning older identities and institutions. India's
contemporary experience suggests a different
possibility.

Digital governance coexists with cultural revival.
Infrastructure expansion occurs alongside heritage
conservation. Space missions and technological
innovation advance together with renewed interest
in ancient knowledge traditions. Smart cities
emerge alongside efforts to preserve sacred
landscapes. This coexistence reflects a uniquely
Indian developmental vision. Modernity is not
viewed as imitation but as adaptation. Progress
does not require cultural amnesia. The resulting
model seeks to combine  technological
sophistication  with  civilizational  continuity,
economic growth with cultural confidence, and

global engagement with national identity.

India and the Emergence of a Distinct

Developmental Model

The broader significance of these developments lies
in the emergence of a distinct Indian developmental
model. For much of the twentieth century,
developmental debates were dominated by Western
experiences. Nations were often expected to follow
predefined pathways toward modernisation.
Contemporary India increasingly suggests that
development can follow multiple trajectories.

India's experience indicates that economic
modernisation can coexist with cultural rootedness.
Global integration can occur without civilizational
dilution. Technological advancement can
complement rather than undermine traditional
identities. This model remains a work in progress
rather than a completed project. Nevertheless, it
represents an important contribution to global
debates on  development, identity, and
modernisation.
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The Emergence of Digital Public
Infrastructure

The concept of Digital Public Infrastructure
represents a significant departure from
traditional approaches to digitisation. In many
countries, digital systems evolved in
fragmented ways, with separate platforms for
identity, payments, banking, and government
services. Such fragmentation often limited
efficiency and accessibility.

India adopted a different approach. Instead of
creating isolated digital solutions, it gradually
developed interoperable public digital
platforms that could work together. These
platforms function much like physical
infrastructure. Just as roads enable
transportation and electricity enable industrial
activity, digital infrastructure enables
participation in the modern economy and
governance system. The objective was not
merely technological modernisation. It was to
create a digital foundation that could support
financial inclusion, welfare delivery,
entrepreneurship, innovation, and citizen
empowerment.
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This vision reflects a broader understanding of
development. In the twenty-first century, access to
digital infrastructure is increasingly becoming as
important as access to physical infrastructure.
Connectivity, identity, and digital transactions now
play a central role in economic and social
participation.

JAM Trinity: Building the Foundations of Digital
Inclusion

At the heart of India’s digital transformation lies the
JAM  Trinity: JAN DHAN accounts, AADHAAR
identification, and MOBILE connectivity. Each of
these  components addresses a  specific
developmental challenge. Jan Dhan promotes
financial inclusion by connecting citizens to the
formal banking system. Aadhaar provides a unique
digital identity. Mobile connectivity enables
communication and access to digital services.
Individually, each initiative is important.
Collectively, they form a powerful governance
architecture.

Historically, welfare delivery often suffered from
duplication, delays, leakages, and exclusion. Many
citizens lacked bank accounts, making direct
transfers difficult. Identity verification processes
were cumbersome and prone to inefficiencies. The
integration of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile
connectivity created a framework capable of
addressing these challenges. Citizens could now be
identified more accurately, receive benefits directly,
and interact with government systems more
efficiently.

The JAM architecture represents one of the largest
experiments in digital inclusion anywhere in the
world. Its significance lies not only in technological
innovation but also in its developmental impact. By
connecting millions of previously excluded
individuals to formal financial and administrative
systems, it has helped democratize access to state
services.

Aadhaar and the Transformation of Governance
The Aadhaar system occupies a central place in
India’s digital governance ecosystem. As the world’s
largest biometric identity platform, it has
fundamentally altered the way public services are

delivered. Identity has always been a critical
component of governance. Access to welfare
benefits, financial services, educational
opportunities, and public programmes often depend
upon reliable identification mechanisms. In the
absence of such mechanisms, exclusion and
inefficiency become difficult to avoid.

Aadhaar sought to address this challenge by
providing a portable, verifiable, and scalable
identity system. Its significance extends beyond
identity verification. It has enabled the creation of a
digital ecosystem in which citizens can
authenticate themselves across multiple services
and institutions. From opening bank accounts and
receiving subsidies to accessing welfare
programmes and digital services, Aadhaar has
become an important enabling platform.

Critics and supporters have debated various aspects
of its implementation, reflecting the vibrancy of
India’s democratic discourse. Yet few would dispute
its transformative impact on the architecture of
governance. The system demonstrates how digital
identity can enhance administrative efficiency while
expanding access to public services.

Direct Benefit Transfers: and

Transparency

One of the most visible applications of Digital
Public Infrastructure has been the expansion of
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT). Traditional welfare
systems often involved multiple intermediaries,
increasing the risk of delays and leakages. The
combination of Aadhaar authentication, Jan Dhan
accounts, and digital connectivity enabled a more
direct relationship between the state and the
citizen.

Technology

Benefits could be transferred directly into
beneficiaries’ bank accounts, improving
transparency and accountability. The significance of
DBT extends beyond financial savings. It reflects a
broader transformation in governance philosophy.
Citizens increasingly interact with government
systems through transparent digital mechanisms
rather than complex bureaucratic processes. The
result is a governance model that emphasises
efficiency, dignity, and accessibility.
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The COVID-19 pandemic further demonstrated the
value of this digital architecture. The ability to
transfer assistance rapidly to millions of citizens
highlighted the resilience and scalability of India’s
digital systems.

The UPI Revolution:

Payments

Democratizing Digital

If Aadhaar transformed identity, UPI transformed
payments. The Unified Payments Interface has
emerged as one of the most successful digital
payment systems in the world. Designed as an
interoperable, open platform, UPI  allows
individuals, businesses, and institutions to transfer
money instantly via mobile devices.

What makes UPI particularly remarkable is its
inclusiveness. Digital payments
were once associated primarily with
affluent consumers and advanced
economies. UPI democratised digital
transactions by making them

India’s approach
demonstrates that

by its impact on citizens. Over the past decade,
government services have increasingly migrated to
digital  platforms.  Applications, certificates,
licenses, tax filings, utility payments, educational
services, and grievance redressal mechanisms are
now accessible online.

This transformation has reduced geographical and
administrative barriers. Citizens living in remote
areas can access services without travelling long
distances. Processes that once required multiple
visits to government offices can now often be
completed digitally.

The implications for governance are significant.
Digital platforms improve transparency, reduce
discretionary  decision-making, and enhance
administrative responsiveness. More
importantly, they contribute to the
democratisation of public services
by making them more accessible to
diverse sections of society.

ol y i digital
accessible to ordinary citizens, sma infrastructure can . .
businesses, street vendors, and rural be designed to Digital Hlnclu5|on alel Ul
: . Connectivity

users. promote inclusion,

innovation, and A common criticism of digital
The platform has dramatically democratic transformation globally is that it can
reduced transaction costs, improved participation deepen existing inequalities if
convenience, and  encouraged simultaneously. access remains uneven. India’s
financial ~ formalisation. ~ Small digital strategy has therefore placed
entrepreneurs can now receive considerable emphasis on inclusion.

payments digitally without the need for expensive
infrastructure. Consumers can transact seamlessly
across banks and applications. From tea vendors
and vegetable sellers to e-commerce platforms and
multinational businesses, UPI has become part of
everyday economic life.

Globally, few digital payment systems have
achieved comparable scale while remaining
interoperable and accessible. UPI illustrates how
public digital infrastructure can stimulate
innovation while serving broader developmental
objectives.

Digital Service Delivery and Citizen-Centric
Governance

The success of Digital Public Infrastructure is not
measured solely by technological achievements but

The expansion of mobile connectivity, broadband
infrastructure, Common Service Centres, and digital
literacy initiatives has sought to ensure that the
benefits of technology are not confined to urban
elites.

Rural India has become an important arena of
digital transformation. Farmers access market
information through digital platforms. Students
participate in online learning. Women engage with
financial services through mobile technologies.
Rural entrepreneurs connect with customers
beyond local markets.

Digital inclusion is therefore not merely a
technological objective; it is a social and
developmental imperative. The broader significance
lies in reducing what economists call “access
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inequality.” Technology becomes meaningful when
it expands opportunities for those previously
excluded.

Open Digital Ecosystems: Innovation without
Monopoly

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of India’s
Digital Public Infrastructure is its emphasis on
openness and interoperability. Many digital
ecosystems worldwide are dominated by large
private corporations that control access to
platforms and user data. India’s approach has
increasingly focused on creating open digital
networks that enable participation by multiple
stakeholders.

UPI, DigiLocker, Account Aggregator frameworks,
Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC), and
other platforms exemplify this philosophy. These
systems function as digital public goods. They
provide foundational infrastructure upon which
businesses, startups, innovators, and service
providers can build solutions.

This approach encourages competition, reduces
entry barriers, and promotes innovation. Rather
than concentrating power within a few platforms,
open ecosystems create opportunities for a broader
range of participants. The result is a uniquely
democratic model of digital development.

India’s Digital Model and the Global South

India’s Digital Public Infrastructure has attracted
growing international interest because it addresses
challenges common across the developing world.
Many countries struggle with issues such as
financial exclusion, inefficient welfare delivery,
limited administrative capacity, and inadequate
digital infrastructure. Traditional solutions often
require substantial resources and institutional
capabilities.

India’s experience demonstrates that digital
platforms can help overcome some of these
constraints. By providing scalable, affordable, and
interoperable systems, DPI offers an alternative
pathway for development. Countries across Asia,
Africa, Latin America, and the Pacific have
expressed interest in learning from India’s digital

experience. International organisations
increasingly recognise DPI as a critical component
of sustainable development.

In this context, India is not merely exporting
technology. It is sharing governance innovations
that can help improve service delivery, financial
inclusion, and citizen empowerment globally.
Digital Governance as a Global Public Good

The most significant aspect of India’s contribution
may be the emergence of Digital Public
Infrastructure as a global public good. Traditionally,
public goods such as roads, ports, and power
systems were understood primarily in physical
terms. Today, digital systems are becoming equally
important foundations of development.

India’s approach demonstrates that digital
infrastructure can be designed to promote
inclusion, innovation, and democratic participation
simultaneously. It offers a middle path between
state-controlled digital systems and purely
market-driven digital ecosystems. The global
significance of this model lies in its adaptability.
Countries with diverse political systems, economic
structures, and developmental challenges can draw
lessons from different components of India’s
experience.

As digital transformation accelerates worldwide,
the demand for accessible and inclusive digital
governance models is likely to grow. India’s
experience positions it as an important contributor
to this emerging global conversation.

BJYM Magazine | 71



From
Periphery to
Pivot
India's Ascent on
the World Stage

Nivedita Jain
Intern at the Geojuristoday
Research Foundation

“India is no longer
a mere participant
in the international

order. It is actively

shaping it.”

On a September evening in 2023, beneath the
chandeliers of Bharat Mandapam, India
achieved what no G20 host has ever managed
before: it secured the unanimous admission
of the African Union as a permanent G20
member. The moment was more than a
diplomatic success; it symbolised a broader
transformation underway. A nation once
described by Henry Kissinger as too large to
ignore yet too weak to matter has, in the 21st
century, repositioned itself as one of the
world's most consequential powers. Dynamic
in economy, assertive in military,
diplomatically indispensable, and harbouring
a magnetic culture; India's rise is not just a
perception; India’s rise is a solid reality.
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Every great-power story begins with economics. In
Bharat's case, economic transformation has
provided the foundation upon which its strategic
ambitions now rest. By 2023, India had surpassed

the United Kingdom to become the world's
5th-largest economy, with a GDP of $3.7 trillion. Not
only that, but India is also the world's

fastest-growing major economy, averaging 7% GDP
growth per annum in recent years, while other
major economies struggle to stay above 2-3%. The
IMF projects India to become the third-largest
economy globally by the 2030s, overtaking
Germany and Japan. Moreover, the rollout of India’s
UPI and its adoption by Singapore, France, Bhutan,
Nepal, and the UAE have embedded Indian
technological standards into the world's financial
architecture.

India's G20 presidency in 2023
showcased its prowess in wielding
global focus in its interest, with the
government successfully leveraging
the platform as a vehicle to project
its development philosophy: One

India’s rise is
unstoppable; what
matters is that we
hold each other's

to buy its security from foreign powers.

The decisive 2016 surgical strikes across the LOC in
Pakistan and the 2019 Balakot strikes represented a
decisive approach shift - from strategic restraint to
calibrated compellence. In the words of former NSA
Shivshankar Menon, India demonstrated a new
‘redline calculus’ that departed from decades of
‘absorptive patience’. The 2020 Galwan clash and
the swift military response in occupying key peaks
of the Kailash Range showed firmness in standing
our ground, no matter the competitor. Operation
Sindoor demonstrated that India now possesses
both the confidence and capability to shape its
security environment rather than merely reacting
to it.

If hard power is the spine of India’s global stature,
soft power is its heart. The UN’s
adoption of June 21 as the
International Day of VYoga, as
proposed by PM Narendra Modi in
2014, and its observance by over 300
million people across 177 countries

Earth, One Family, One Future. India res/;(;gt‘cs ag‘gnd TEPREsEE India’s ~ soft  power
advanced the Global South’s ey potential on a global scale.

. . . behind our

|n'terests in debt rgsFructurlng, leadership, ensuring Under his leadership, India
dinnatts inienes, il egE) pule the rise of all. projected its ancient traditions
infrastructure, establishing itself in abroad through Buddhism
the spirit of being the “Vishwaguru” . diplomacy Aylinveda Sanskrit

and thus emerging as a reliable
leader for the Global South.

Economic strength may create opportunities, but
great powers are ultimately judged by their ability
to protect their interests. Here too, the country’s
trajectory has undergone transformation. Today,
India is the world’s third-largest military spender,
with a defence budget exceeding $93.5 billion in
2026-27. More important than spending is the
direction of that spending: towards modernisation.
India has invested significantly in the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiative in defence, which has led to the
commissioning of INS Vikrant in 2022, India’s first
indigenously built aircraft carrier; the development
of the Agni-V intercontinental ballistic missile; and
the expansion of India’s nuclear submarine
program. India today is a power no longer content

studies, and Indian classical arts. India’s Vaccine
Maitri during Covid-19 led to more than 90
countries receiving Indian made vaccines,
establishing India yet again as the ‘pharmacy of the
world’. The Indian diaspora too, the heart of India’s
soft power, has become a hallmark of Indian
diplomacy. Large diaspora events like “Howdy
Modi” in Houston, Madison Square Garden event in
New York City, and community engagements across
Europe, Australia, and the Gulf increased the Indian
community’s visibility and political influence.
Several countries, including the US and Australia,
returned stolen Indian antiquities. They do not
come alone; they also make the world aware of
India’s cultural heritage and its civilisational
continuity, undoing the effects of centuries of
colonial subjugation.
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When Chandrayaan-3 touched down near the
Moon's South Pole, the moment resonated far
beyond the scientific community. It symbolised a
developing nation’s ability to achieve what even
advanced powers had failed to accomplish.
Chandrayaan-3 became a symbol of ambition for
the developing world: what one developing nation
can do, another can too.

India attracted over 9.02 million foreign tourists in
2025, with speculation that Ayodhya alone could
draw 50 million international visitors by 2030. The
redevelopment of the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor
and the Mahakal Lok attracted tourists back to
India. Through Swadesh Darshan, India welcomed
foreign tourists for thematic tourism. Most people
visit India to bathe in its spirituality; some find it
the destination for the best blend of spices; and
some find themselves while discovering India.

Perhaps India’s most significant diplomatic
achievement in the 21st century is the reinvention
of non-alignment in a multi-polar world. The
Non-Alignment of the Nehru-Bandung era tilted
towards Moscow; Non-Alignment 2.0 is the
strategic engagement of the modern era. It is
engaging with multiple powers simultaneously, as
suits India’s national interest. The India of today
has finally learnt Kautilyan statecraft; it puts
national interest at the forefront.

The war in Ukraine emerged as an excellent
example of India’s manoeuvre. As Western nations
crumbled under US pressure to marshal
unprecedented sanctions on Russia, India stood its
ground. Not only did it refuse to condemn Moscow
at the UNSC, but it also imported discounted
Russian crude oil at volumes that tripled between
2022 and 2023. At the same time, it continued to
provide humanitarian aid to Ukraine, maintained its
strategic dialogue with Washington, and actively
participated in QUAD exercises.

Some call India a fence-sitter; New Delhi calls it
strategic autonomy. The outcome speaks for itself:
India has maintained productive relations with
Russia, shakes hands with the US, has dinner with
the EU, and opens its arms for Israel and the Arab
world. When the world is struggling to choose

sides, India has chosen a strategy: to navigate the
turbulent geopolitics on its own terms.

India has always positioned itself as the diplomatic
voice of the developing world, a role that combines
genuine ideological commitment with geopolitical
calculations. The Voice of the Global South Summit,
hosted by India in 2023 and again in 2024, brought
together 125 developing nations to formulate a
common agenda on climate finance, debt relief,
food security, and access to technology, presenting
a united face to the world to demand its rightful
place.

India’s relationships are neither built on
cheque-book diplomacy nor on security alliances;
they are built on trust and common goals, a
commitment to stand for each other. This was
visible in our COVID response, disaster relief
operations, and UN peacekeeping missions. India
demands a permanent seat at the UNSC today, not
just for itself, but to negotiate on the global stage
for the Global South, and that is why the whole
Global South stands with India in its demand.

In today's multipolar world, India is a power large
enough to matter, independent enough to refuse
subordination, and powerful enough to decide its
own course. It is not seeking to rule over all; it is not
trying to dominate. As the saintly philosopher Sri
Aurobindo said, the universal spirit, which began its
journey from India and gave civilisation to the
world, is returning to India today. India’s rise is
unstoppable; what matters is that we hold each
other's hands and resolutely stand behind our
leadership, ensuring the rise of all.

India’s rise is written in data, doctrine, and
perception; it is echoed on the diplomatic stage and
reflected in people’s hearts. Today, the nation
stands at a historic crossroads. No longer at the
periphery but a pivotal state whose choices will
shape regional stability and the aspirations of the
developing world.
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Think about where India stood in
2013. The rupee was collapsing.
Global rating agencies were
clubbing us with Brazil,
Indonesia, South Africa, and
Turkey, calling us one of the
"Fragile Five." In Delhi, the phrase
"policy paralysis" had stopped
being an accusation and become
a simple description. Nothing
moved. Nothing got decided.

Fast forward twelve years. India
is the world's fifth-largest
economy. We have a rover on the
Moon. Farmers in remote
Mizoram board electrified trains.
A woman in a UP village holds a
title deed to her own home.
These are not coincidences. They
are the result of a decade of
sustained, deliberate work under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
work that was often
unglamorous, frequently
contested, but ultimately
transformative.

Fragile Five to
Fifth Largest
A Decade That
Rewrote India's
Story

Santhati Srinavya
BJYM State Secretary, Andhra
Pradesh




One Nation, One Market

For decades, moving goods across Indian state
borders felt like crossing into a foreign country.
Different tax rates, different forms, different
checkpoints. A truck driver knew to keep a thick
folder of paperwork on the dashboard.

The Goods and Services Tax, rolled out in 2017,
ended that. Every state gave up a slice of its
taxation authority for something bigger a genuine
national market. It was politically bruising to push
through. Small traders struggled in the early
months. Critics were loud. But the foundation was
right, and the results followed. Monthly GST
collections today touch %2.42 lakh crore. That
number reflects not just a growing economy but a
culture of compliance that simply did not exist
before.

Around the same time, the Production Linked
Incentive schemes began rewarding companies not
for setting up shop but for actually producing. The
difference sounds small. The impact was not. Across
pharmaceuticals, electronics, solar panels, and
battery cells, India started making things it used to
import. Over 320 lakh crore in production output.
Roughly 14 lakh new jobs. India is now the world's
second-largest mobile phone manufacturer a

sentence that would have seemed absurd in 2014.

Banking the Unbankable

Here is a number worth sitting with: before 2014,
roughly half of India had no bank account. No
savings account, no way to receive a government
payment directly, no formal financial identity
whatsoever.

The Jan Dhan Yojana set out to fix that. Combined
with Aadhaar for identity and mobile phones for
access, what became known as the JAM trinity, it
created something India had never had: a direct line
between the government and every citizen. No
middlemen. No commissions quietly pocketed along
the way.

There is an old estimate that of every rupee the
government sent out in welfare, only fifteen paise
reached the person it was meant for. Direct Benefit
Transfer changed that equation entirely. Today, over
58 crore Jan Dhan accounts exist. Most of them
belong to people who were, for their entire lives
before this, invisible to the formal economy.

On top of this, 5G coverage reached 99.6% of India's
districts within just 22 months of launch. BharatNet
has laid 7.22 lakh kilometres of optical fibre into
rural India. The internet is no longer a privilege of
cities. It is infrastructure, like roads and electricity,
and it is being built that way.

The Northeast Gets Its Due

There is a particular kind of neglect that does not
come from malice but from habit. For decades, the
northeastern states were the habit acknowledged
on maps, mentioned in speeches, and quietly left to
manage with inadequate roads, minimal rail
service, and a chronic sense of being an
afterthought.

That changed. Over 47,270 crore was invested in
road construction in the region under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, adding 46,290
kilometres of rural roads. Eight new airports
opened, bringing the total from 9 to 17. Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, and
Mizoram states, which were barely touched by the
national rail grid, are now fully electrified.



What does this mean on the ground? It means a
farmer's produce reaches a market before it spoils.
It means a student does not have to leave the
region to find opportunity. It means the Northeast is
no longer peripheral; it is connected.

Welfare That Lasts

Old-style welfare in India was often about
preventing the worst. A small cash transfer here, a
subsidised grain ration there. Enough to keep
people from falling completely, but not enough to
actually lift them.

The shift over the last twelve years has been toward
welfare that builds something permanent. The
clearest example is housing. Over 4 crore pucca
(solid, brick-and-mortar) homes were built and
handed over to rural families under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.
Not shanties. Not temporary

India is now

economy. 400-space startups, where there were
fewer than 5. Chandrayaan-3 on the lunar South
Pole, a place no other country had reached. A formal
tax base grown from 6.9 crore to 9.2 crore filers.
National investments now flowing into
semiconductors, quantum  computing, and
commercial space. But the deeper change is harder
to put in a table. It is the change in what Indians
believe is possible.

Twelve years ago, "world-class" was something that
happened elsewhere. Today, India's digital payment
infrastructure is being studied and replicated by
other nations. Our COVID vaccination campaign was
the largest in human history. Our space programme
lands where others have not.

Prime Minister Modi's tenure has not just improved
India's rankings; it has shifted India's
reference point. We are no longer
measuring ourselves against our

shelters. Real homes. And in most the world's

cases, the title was registered in the second-largest own past and feeling grateful for
woman's name. In villages where mobile phone small progress. We are measuring
women rarely owned anything, this manufacturer a ourselves against the world and

change will have consequences felt
for generations.

sentence that
would have seemed

finding that we belong in that

conversation.

absurd in 2014.

Ayushman Bharat brought health

coverage of %5 lakh per family to

people who previously had one healthcare strategy:
avoid getting seriously ill, because the bills would
destroy the family. Over 10.82 crore hospital
treatments have happened under this scheme,
cashless, in real hospitals. The Jan Aushadhi
Kendras sell generic medicines at prices that make
treatment actually affordable. For a diabetic in a
small town, that is not a policy outcome. That is
survival.

Meanwhile, 81 crore Indians received free food
grains under PMGKAY during years of global
inflation and supply disruptions. The world's food
prices spiked. India's poor did not go hungry
because of it.

Twelve Years That Rewrote the Ceiling
The numbers are striking on their own. Fifth-largest

The road to Viksit Bharat by 2047 is

long. But it is no longer imaginary.
Twelve years of consistent, purposeful leadership
have made it real, and the India that emerges from
this era will carry that foundation for the rest of the
century.
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10 Crore
Connections
How Ujjwala
Transformed Rural
Women's Lives at
Scale

Shantanu Deepak
Student of Political Science
at University of Delhi and
an Intern at the
Geojuristoday Research
Foundation.

For decades, rural development in India was
measured mostly by hard infrastructure roads
built, electricity poles erected, and buildings
constructed. However, true social progress sits
much closer to the ground, inside the daily
lives of ordinary citizens. Since 2014, national
policy has undergone a quiet but deliberate
shift toward direct welfare, putting women at
the centre of the governance agenda. The goal
has been to address the structural inequalities
that trap women in cycles of unpaid, hazardous
labour before they can even think about
participating in public or economic life.

At the heart of this strategy is the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, introduced in May 2016.
The scheme set an ambitious initial target to
deliver deposit-free LPG connections to 8 crore
households by 2020. Not only was this
milestone achieved ahead of schedule, but by
2025, the network expanded to cover over 10
crore households. By ensuring that every single
connection is registered under the name of the
woman of the household, the initiative did
something vital- it turned a basic kitchen
utility into a tool for financial identity and
domestic decision-making. As India maps out
its path toward Vision 2047, this quiet kitchen
revolution is laying the groundwork for a
healthier, more equitable society.




The incredible expansion of the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana is a core milestone in the twelve
years of transformative governance under Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi. What began as a local
public health intervention in 2016 has evolved into
a global case study in sustainable development,
fundamentally reshaping how the international
community views India's execution capabilities. By
scaling up to over 10 crore connections, the
initiative has caught the attention of major global
bodies, proving that a developing nation can
successfully pull off massive, clean-energy
transitions at an unprecedented scale.

To understand why a cooking gas cylinder matters
so much, you have to look at the reality it replaced.
For generations, the traditional rural hearth relied
entirely on solid biomass firewood,
crop residue, and dried cow dung.
While often romanticised in popular
culture, the reality of cooking over a
traditional mud stove is a severe,
daily assault on a woman’s body.
Working for hours in poorly
ventilated spaces means constantly
breathing in a thick blanket of
trapped smoke.

The medical consequences of this
exposure are immediate and
cumulative. Women working under these conditions
suffer routinely from chronic headaches and painful
skin inflammation caused by direct heat. Over the
years, this constant inhalation of fine particles
causes permanent damage, leading to both chronic
and acute respiratory diseases. Because young
children often sit near their mothers while they
cook, they are forced to breathe the same toxic air,
damaging their health early in life. Switching to
clean-burning  LPG  instantly alters this
environment, clearing the air and returning physical
well-being to the household. Moreover, the dangers
of relying on solid biomass are not contained within
the four walls of the kitchen. Gathering enough fuel
to cook three meals a day requires rural women to
travel long distances on foot into local forests and
isolated areas. These daily treks demand immense
physical labour, often leading to severe back strain,

As India builds
toward its centenary
of independence in
2047, the strength of
the nation depends
on the health,
education, and
independence of its
people.

joint injuries, and constant exposure to extreme
heat or monsoon weather.

There is a harsher social reality to this chore as
well. Isolated terrain leaves women highly
vulnerable to safety risks and personal harassment.
For generations, this was a risk woman simply had
to accept to keep their households running.
Bringing a reliable fuel source directly into the
home removes the need for these hazardous
journeys entirely. It replaces fear and vulnerability
with a basic sense of security and personal dignity,
ensuring that no woman has to risk her safety just
to feed her family.

One of the most immediate changes brought by
clean energy is the sudden return of time. Searching
for wood and a fire to burn can
consume three to five hours every
single day. When an LPG stove is
introduced, that entire chunk of the
day is suddenly freed up. Time that
was once lost to exhausting labour
is handed back to the women.
Across rural India, this reclaimed
time is being turned into local
economic power. \Women are using

these extra hours to organise
self-help  groups, pool small
"""""""" amounts of savings, and start

community businesses. In many villages, these
groups have grown into small-scale enterprises that
process local agricultural goods, weave textiles,
make handicrafts, or run village shops. By turning
saved hours into independent income, women are
helping lift their families out of subsistence living.

This economic shift is reinforced by the scheme's
structure. Because the LPG account is linked
directly to the woman’s name, government
subsidies flow straight into her bank account. This
arrangement has brought millions of rural women
into the formal banking system for the first time.
Having control over this money shifts the
traditional power balance within the family, giving
women a decisive voice in how the household
budget is spent, particularly on their children's
education and medical needs.
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The impact of this transition extends far beyond
individual households, creating positive changes
for the environment and the local economy that
align with the goals of Vision 2047. Decades of
heavy reliance on firewood put immense pressure
on local forests and green cover. Constant depletion
of landscapes, accelerated soil erosion, and
disrupted local ecosystems. Stepping away from
firewood lets the land heal. As millions of families
switch to cooking gas, local forests are left
undisturbed, allowing saplings to grow, topsoil to
stabilise, and natural ecosystems to recover. This
landscape recovery is a crucial step in helping rural
areas build resilience against changing climate
patterns.

At the same time, International institutions like the
World Health Organisation (WHO) and the
International Energy Agency (IEA) have openly
praised the scheme. They recognise it not merely as
an energy subsidy, but as a deeply impactful social
and economic triumph that directly addresses
global climate goals and health standards. By
systematically reducing reliance on firewood, India
has demonstrated a practical, grassroots blueprint
for reducing its carbon footprint and curbing black
carbon emissions in rural areas.

A major reason for this global success is the
continuous expansion of the on-the-ground
distribution network. To ensure that clean fuel
actually reaches the remotest households, Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) have aggressively
commissioned new LPG distributorships. Between
April 2016 and October 2024 alone, OMCs
established 7,959 new distributorships across the
country, with an overwhelming 93% (7,373
distributors) serving rural areas. Looking at the
larger picture, the total number of LPG distributors
nationwide has nearly doubled, growing from 13,896
in 2014 to 25,481 by 2024, an 83% increase. Crucially,
dedicated rural distributors saw an impressive 161%
jump, rising from 6,724 to 17,560 over the same
decade.

This massive logistical backbone, paired with
targeted government subsidies, has completely
changed the consistency with which rural families

use clean energy. Rather than treating the gas
cylinder as a one-time luxury, beneficiaries are
steadily making it a permanent part of their daily
lives. This shift is clearly reflected in the rising
per-capita consumption figures among Ujjwala
families. In the 2019-20 financial year, the average
beneficiary used 3.01 of the standard 14.2 kg
cylinders annually. By the 2023-24 financial year,
that number climbed to 3.95, and by March 2025, it
reached a new high of 4.43 cylinders per year,
proving that affordable access is translating into
lasting, healthy habits for rural households.

The Ujjwala Yojana is ultimately much more than an
energy subsidy or a kitchen upgrade. It is a targeted
intervention that breaks down the interconnected
barriers of poor health, physical insecurity, and lost
time that have held rural women back for
generations.

This global recognition has significantly elevated
India's soft power and prestige on the world stage.
It repositions the nation from being a passive
participant in climate discussions to an active
leader in sensible, human-centric environmental
policy. As India progresses toward its Vision 2047
goals, Ujjwala stands as a shining example of how
targeted domestic welfare can build a healthier,
more self-reliant population while simultaneously
establishing a global benchmark for sustainable
progress.

As India builds toward its centenary of
independence in 2047, the strength of the nation
depends on the health, education, and
independence of its people. By protecting the
health of mothers, safeguarding young girls,
unlocking local economic potential, and allowing
the environment to recover, clean cooking fuel
provides the firm, practical foundation needed for a
fairer, more sustainable, self-reliant future.
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In recent years, there has been a growing
recognition that development challenges vary
across regions and cannot be addressed through a
uniform approach. The needs of a tribal district in
central India are different from those of a border
village in the Himalayas, a coastal community, or a
rapidly  expanding industrial  town.  This
understanding has  encouraged a  more
place-sensitive approach to governance, one that
seeks to align national goals with local realities.

The significance of this shift lies in its emphasis on
territorial development rather than the mere
allocation of resources. Increasing attention is
being paid to the specific factors that shape
regional development, including geography,
infrastructure, demographic characteristics, and
connectivity. The objective is not only to extend
government programmes to underserved areas but
also to create conditions that enable regions to
realise their own economic and social potential.

Viewed from this perspective, geography is no
longer seen simply as a challenge to be overcome. It
is increasingly regarded as an important factor in
development planning and a potential source of
regional strength. Such an approach reflects a
broader effort to make development more balanced,
inclusive, and responsive to India's diverse
geographical realities.

Aspirational Districts: Bridging India's Internal
Development Divide

Few initiatives illustrate this approach more clearly
than the Aspirational Districts Programme. For
decades, several districts across India continued to
lag behind national averages despite repeated
policy interventions. Weak health and education
indicators, inadequate infrastructure, limited
economic  opportunities, and administrative
constraints often combined to perpetuate regional
disparities.

The Aspirational Districts Programme sought to
address these challenges through a different

governance framework. Instead of focusing
primarily on deficiencies, it emphasized
improvement, performance, and measurable

outcomes. Districts were assessed on key indicators

relating to health, nutrition, education, agriculture,
financial inclusion, and basic infrastructure. Regular
monitoring and comparative evaluation encouraged
greater administrative  responsiveness  and
innovation.

From a geographical standpoint, the programme
represents a deliberate effort to reduce regional
development imbalances. It recognises that
national progress cannot be fully achieved when
large parts of the country remain excluded from its
benefits.

Equally significant was its emphasis on local-level
governance.  District  administrations  were
encouraged to identify local priorities, adapt
implementation strategies, and improve service
delivery within a broad national framework. This
strengthened districts' role as active participants in
the development process rather than as mere
implementing agencies.

The wider significance of the programme lies in its
attempt to bring historically underdeveloped
regions into the mainstream of India's growth story,
thereby contributing to a more balanced and
inclusive pattern of development.

PM Gati Shakti and the New Geography of
Connectivity

Infrastructure has been one of the most visible
features of India's development trajectory since
2014. However, its significance extends far beyond
the construction of roads, railways, airports, and

ports. Infrastructure provides the framework
through which people, goods, services, and ideas
move across space. It influences investment
decisions, expands market access, reduces

transaction costs, and shapes patterns of regional
development.

The PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan has
introduced a more integrated approach to
infrastructure planning. By bringing together
multiple ministries and sectors on a common
geospatial platform, it seeks to improve
coordination and ensure that infrastructure projects
complement one another rather than develop in
isolation.
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The importance of this initiative lies not only in
administrative efficiency but also in its wider
developmental implications. Expressways connect
production centers with consumption markets,
freight corridors improve the movement of goods,
airports enhance regional accessibility, and
logistics hubs strengthen supply chains. At the
same time, digital infrastructure is expanding
economic participation by connecting remote areas
with wider networks of opportunity.

These developments are gradually reshaping India's
economic geography. Growth is no longer confined
to a few metropolitan regions. Industrial corridors,
logistics clusters, and emerging urban centres are
creating new nodes of economic activity across the
country.

In this sense, the impact of PM Gati Shakti is not
merely infrastructural. It is transforming the spatial
foundations of development by improving
connectivity, reducing geographical barriers, and
creating new opportunities for regions that were
once considered peripheral to the national
economy.

Border Villages: From Peripheral Settlements to
Strategic Frontiers

One of the most significant policy shifts of recent
years has been the renewed focus on India's border
regions. For decades, many border Vvillages
remained isolated from mainstream development
due to difficult terrain, inadequate infrastructure,
limited economic opportunities, and persistent
outmigration. Located at the country's geographical
margins, these settlements often received less
attention than areas closer to major urban and
economic centres.

This perception has gradually changed. Through
initiatives such as the Vibrant Villages Programme,
border communities are increasingly being
integrated into the broader development agenda.
Investments in  roads, telecommunications,
housing, tourism facilities, renewable energy, and
local livelihoods aim not only to improve living
conditions but also to create sustainable economic
opportunities in frontier regions.

The change is also conceptual. Border villages are
no longer viewed merely as remote settlements at
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the edge of the nation; they are increasingly
recognised as important gateways of national
presence, connectivity, and engagement.
Strengthening these communities contributes both
to local development and to the broader objective
of national integration.

From a geographical perspective, this represents a
notable reorientation of development priorities.
Areas once considered peripheral are being
incorporated more fully into national economic and
infrastructural networks. Such efforts help reduce
regional disparities, strengthen territorial cohesion,
and encourage population retention in strategically
important locations.

The experience of border development illustrates a
broader principle of contemporary

integrated check posts, and improvements in trade
infrastructure have enhanced its role in regional
commerce and cooperation.

These developments highlight the extent to which
infrastructure and policy interventions can
influence regional development. While geography
continues to shape opportunities and constraints,
improved connectivity can help overcome
long-standing barriers to growth.

As a result, the Northeast is gradually emerging
from the margins of India's development map to
occupy a more central position in the country's
economic and strategic vision. Its growing
integration with national and international
networks represents one of the most significant

spatial transformations in

gOVernance: balanced national .............................. Contemporary |ndia.

development requires the inclusion Better connectivity . . .
of regions that have historically enhances access to I\/!arl.ti;me Indlfa Tnddthe .Str'f\teglc
remained outside the mainstream of education, Significance of Island Territories
economic growth and public healthcare, and For'much of th.e post-Independence
investment. public services, period, India's development

promotes social
integration, and helps
reduce migration
driven by the lack of
local opportunities.

Northeast India: From Isolation to
Connectivity

Few regions reflect India's changing
development landscape as clearly as
the Northeast. Owing to difficult
terrain, limited connectivity, and its
location on the country's periphery, the region
remained relatively isolated from major centres of
economic activity for many decades.

During the past decade, considerable investments
have been made in roads, bridges, railways,
airports, digital networks, and inland water
transport. These initiatives have improved physical
connectivity, reduced travel time, expanded access
to markets, encouraged tourism, and strengthened
links between the Northeastern states and the rest
of the country.

The region's strategic importance has also acquired
renewed attention. Under the Act East Policy, the
Northeast is increasingly viewed as India's natural
gateway to Southeast Asia rather than as a distant
border region. Cross-border connectivity projects,

priorities were shaped largely by
continental concerns. In recent
years, however, growing recognition
of the economic and strategic
importance of the maritime domain
has brought India's island territories
into sharper focus.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep
occupy strategically important locations in the
Indian Ocean region. Investments in transport
infrastructure,  digital  connectivity, tourism
facilities, renewable energy, and port development
have improved their integration with the national
economy and enhanced their development
potential.

These territories also hold considerable strategic
value. Situated along major international sea lanes,
they strengthen India's maritime presence and
support its broader engagement with the
Indo-Pacific  region. Their location provides
important advantages for maritime security, trade
connectivity, and regional cooperation.

The increasing emphasis on island development
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reflects a broader shift in policy thinking. It
recognises that India's future growth, connectivity,
and security are linked not only to its landmass but
also to its extensive maritime domain. From a
geographical perspective, this marks an important
expansion of development planning; from a
predominantly land-based approach to one that
fully acknowledges the strategic and economic
significance of India's oceans and island territories.
Rural-Urban Integration and the Emergence of
Connected Bharat

One notable feature of India's recent development
trajectory has been the growing integration of rural
and urban areas. For much of the
post-Independence period, villages and cities were
treated as distinct spheres of development, often
separated by differences in infrastructure, access to
services, and economic opportunities. Over the past
decade, however, improved connectivity and
expanding digital infrastructure have begun to
narrow this divide.

Investments in rural roads, broadband networks,
financial inclusion, digital payments, housing, and
public service delivery have strengthened the links
between rural communities and wider economic
networks. Farmers can increasingly access markets
and information through digital platforms, students
can benefit from online educational resources, and
small entrepreneurs can reach customers beyond
their immediate localities.

These developments are contributing to the
emergence of a more connected Bharat, where
opportunities are no longer confined by
geographical location. The benefits extend beyond
economic growth. Better connectivity enhances
access to education, healthcare, and public
services, promotes social integration, and helps
reduce migration driven by the lack of local
opportunities. The broader objective is not simply
to extend urbanisation into rural areas, but to
ensure that people in every part of the country can
participate more fully in the nation's development
process.

Governance through Geospatial Technologies
An important feature of contemporary governance

has been the increasing use of geospatial
technologies in planning, monitoring, and
implementation. Satellite imagery, Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), remote sensing, drone
surveys, and the digitisation of land records have
strengthened governments' ability to make
informed decisions and deliver programmes more

effectively.

These technologies are now widely used across
sectors. Infrastructure projects benefit from spatial
mapping and route optimisation, while agriculture
is increasingly supported by satellite-based
monitoring of crops and natural resources. In
disaster management, real-time mapping helps
authorities assess risks and coordinate relief
operations. Urban planning and environmental
management have also become more data-oriented
through the application of GIS and remote-sensing
tools.

The growing use of geospatial information has
improved accuracy, transparency, and
administrative efficiency. It has enabled planners to
identify local needs more precisely and to monitor
outcomes more effectively than before.

More broadly, the adoption of these technologies
reflects a significant shift in the practice of
governance. Public administration is becoming
increasingly evidence-based, drawing upon spatial
data to support planning and decision-making. In
this respect, the convergence of geography and
technology is emerging as an important factor in
shaping India's development trajectory.
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Results, Not
Intentions
How Outcome-
Based Governance
Rebuilt Public Trust

Ry 47
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The concept of good governance has occupied an
increasingly central place in contemporary public
discourse. Although definitions vary, good
governance generally refers to a system
characterised by transparency, accountability,
efficiency, responsiveness, participation, and
rule-based administration.

Historically, one of the major challenges
confronting developing societies has been the gap
between policy formulation and policy

e

implementation. Governments may announce
ambitious programmes, yet citizens often judge
governance by actual outcomes rather than
intentions. Over the past decade, considerable
emphasis has been placed on improving the
effectiveness of governance delivery. Digital
technologies, direct benefit transfers, financial
inclusion initiatives, online service platforms, and
outcome-based monitoring mechanisms have
sought to strengthen state capacity and improve
citizen experiences.
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The broader significance of these reforms lies in
their impact on public trust. Citizens are more likely
to engage constructively with institutions when
governance is perceived as efficient, transparent,
and responsive. Thus, good governance is not
merely an administrative objective; it is also a
mechanism  for  strengthening  democratic
legitimacy. The growing emphasis on measurable
outcomes and citizen-centric administration
reflects an effort to shift governance from a
process-oriented bureaucracy to a results-oriented
public service.

Transparency and Accountability in the Digital Age
Transparency and accountability are among the
most important pillars of democratic governance.
Citizens expect public institutions to function
fairly, efficiently, and responsibly. In an era of
increasing complexity, technology has emerged as
a powerful tool for strengthening these principles.
India's digital governance initiatives have
transformed many aspects of public
administration. The expansion of digital platforms,
direct benefit transfers, online procurement
systems, digital identity frameworks, and real-time
monitoring mechanisms has increased
transparency in service delivery and public
expenditure. The significance of these reforms
extends beyond administrative efficiency. They
contribute to the creation of trust-based
governance. Citizens are more likely to support
institutions when processes are transparent, and
outcomes are visible.

Accountability has also acquired a new dimension
in the digital age. Governments are increasingly
expected to respond quickly to citizen concerns,
provide accessible information, and demonstrate
measurable  performance.  Technology  has
enhanced both the state's capacity to deliver
services and society's ability to evaluate
governance outcomes. The result is a more
interactive relationship between citizens and
institutions.

Citizen Trust: The Invisible Infrastructure of
Development

Infrastructure is often associated with highways,
railways, airports, and digital networks. Yet every

successful society also depends upon an invisible
infrastructure: trust. Trust reduces transaction
costs, facilitates  cooperation, strengthens
institutions, and enhances social cohesion.
Without trust, even the most sophisticated
governance systems struggle to achieve their
objectives.

One notable aspect of India's recent transformation
has been the effort to strengthen citizens'
confidence in public institutions. Welfare delivery
mechanisms, digital governance platforms,
financial inclusion initiatives, and expanded public
services have contributed to this process. Trust is
particularly important in a democratic society.
Democratic governance ultimately relies upon
citizens' belief that institutions serve the public
interest and that participation can influence
outcomes.

The relationship between governance and trust is
reciprocal. Effective governance builds trust, and
trust enhances governance effectiveness. Together,
they create the social capital necessary for
long-term development.

Cultural Confidence and the Reassertion of
National Identity

While governance reforms are essential, they alone
cannot explain the broader transformation of
contemporary India. Equally important has been
the growing emphasis on cultural confidence and
civilizational identity. For much of the twentieth
century, modernisation was often understood as a
process that required societies to distance
themselves from traditional identities.
Contemporary India increasingly reflects a different
perspective. Economic modernisation and cultural
rootedness are no longer viewed as contradictory.
The revival of interest in India's civilizational
heritage, historical achievements, spiritual
traditions, indigenous knowledge systems, and
cultural symbols has contributed to a renewed
sense of national confidence. This cultural
confidence is significant because development is
ultimately a psychological as well as economic
process. Societies that believe in themselves are
often more capable of undertaking ambitious
collective projects. National self-confidence
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encourages innovation, resilience, and long-term
thinking.

The emphasis on cultural identity does not imply
withdrawal from the world. Rather, it reflects an
effort to engage globally while remaining rooted in
indigenous traditions and values. The emergence of
a culturally confident India has therefore become
an important dimension of national
transformation.

Swachh Bharat: Governance through Behavioural
Change

Perhaps no initiative better illustrates the
connection between governance and social
transformation than the Swachh Bharat Mission. At
one level, Swachh Bharat was an infrastructure
programme focused on sanitation
and cleanliness. Yet its deeper
significance lay in its emphasis on

The lessons of the

governance has been the emphasis on Jan
Bhagidari, or public participation. Development has
traditionally been viewed as a process led by
governments and implemented through
administrative structures. Increasingly, however,
there is recognition that lasting progress requires
active citizen involvement.

Jan Bhagidari seeks to transform citizens from
passive beneficiaries into active stakeholders.
Whether in sanitation campaigns, environmental
initiatives, digital adoption, local governance,
entrepreneurship, or social welfare programmes,
public participation has become an important
component of policy implementation. This
approach reflects a broader democratic philosophy.
Governance is most effective when citizens view
national development as a shared
responsibility rather than an
exclusively governmental

behavioural change. past twelve years obligation.

. suggest that these Public participation also
Traditional gf)verr\ance appranhes dimensions are strengthens  accountability and
wifie) el primerly on regulkiiens, interconnected. ownership. Citizens who contribute
incentives, and public expenditure. Administrative to developmental initiatives are
swachh Bnharat gemonstrated: the efficiency creates more likely to sustain and protect
importance of citizen participation opportunities. the outcomes. The growing

and social awareness. The
programme sought not merely to
construct toilets but to transform

attitudes toward sanitation,

hygiene, and public spaces. The campaign
mobilised schools, communities, local
governments, civil society organisations, and

citizens across the country. Cleanliness became a
national conversation rather than merely an
administrative responsibility.

From a governance perspective, Swachh Bharat
represents an important lesson: sustainable
transformation occurs when citizens internalise
developmental goals. Behavioural change can
amplify the impact of public policy far beyond what
government action alone can achieve. The initiative
thus became a powerful example of governance
operating through social mobilisation.

Jan Bhagidari: The Democratisation of Development
A defining characteristic of contemporary

Cultural confidence
provides direction.

............... the

emphasis on Jan Bhagidari therefore
represents a significant evolution in
practice  of  democratic
governance.

Nation-Building through Social Mobilisation

Throughout history, major national transformations
have required more than administrative capacity.
They have depended upon collective effort and
social mobilisation. India's freedom movement
succeeded because it transformed political
aspirations into a mass societal movement.
Similarly, contemporary developmental initiatives
increasingly seek to generate broad-based public
engagement.

Campaigns related to cleanliness, water
conservation, digital adoption, environmental
protection, local production, and civic responsibility
illustrate this trend. The objective is to create a
culture in which citizens participate actively in
national priorities. Social mobilisation serves
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several important functions. It enhances public
awareness, strengthens community cooperation,
encourages behavioural change, and generates a
sense of collective ownership.

Most importantly, it transforms development from
a governmental project into a societal mission. The
success of many contemporary initiatives reflects
the recognition that governance and society must
work together to achieve transformational
outcomes.

The Emergence of a Confident New India

One of the most striking features of the past
decade has been the emergence of a more
confident national mood. This confidence manifests
itself in multiple domains. Economically, India
increasingly sees itself as a major global growth

engine. Technologically, it has demonstrated
capabilities in  digital governance, space
exploration, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

Diplomatically, it has emerged as a leading voice of
the Global South. Culturally, it has displayed
greater willingness to celebrate its civilizational
heritage.

National confidence is difficult to quantify, yet its
influence is profound. It shapes aspirations,
expectations, and collective behaviour. Confident
societies are more likely to embrace innovation,
undertake ambitious reforms, and engage
proactively with global challenges.

Importantly, this confidence has been accompanied
by growing public expectations. Citizens
increasingly demand higher standards of
governance, better services, stronger institutions,
and greater opportunities. In this sense, confidence
becomes both an achievement and a responsibility.
The emergence of New India therefore reflects not
only changing realities but also changing
aspirations.

Governance, Society, and National Psychology

The broader significance of India's recent
transformation lies in the interaction between
governance, society, and national psychology. Good
governance improves public trust. Trust encourages
participation. Participation strengthens social

capital. Cultural confidence enhances collective
motivation. Together, these factors contribute to
national transformation.

This interaction helps explain why development
cannot be reduced solely to economic indicators. A
nation may achieve growth without social
cohesion, or administrative efficiency without
public ~ engagement.  Truly  transformative
development  requires  alignment  between
institutions, citizens, and collective aspirations.

The Indian experience increasingly suggests that
governance succeeds most effectively when it
resonates with societal values and mobilises public
participation. Development becomes more
sustainable when citizens perceive themselves as
active contributors rather than passive recipients.
In this sense, governance is not merely about
managing society; it is about inspiring society.
Towards Viksit Bharat 2047

The Viksit Bharat 2047 represents the next stage of

this journey. A developed India will require
continued economic  growth, technological
innovation, infrastructure expansion,  and

institutional reform. Yet it will also require social
cohesion, cultural  confidence, democratic
participation, and public trust.

The lessons of the past twelve years suggest that
these dimensions are interconnected.
Administrative efficiency creates opportunities.
Cultural confidence provides direction. Citizen
participation generates momentum. The challenge
ahead lies in sustaining this synergy while
addressing emerging economic, social,
environmental, and geopolitical challenges. The
pursuit of Viksit Bharat therefore represents not
merely a developmental objective but a broader
civilizational project.
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Connecting
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How Infrastructure
Is Rewriting India's
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The relationship between infrastructure
and nation-building is as old as
civilisation itself. Great empires and
successful states have historically relied
upon transportation and communication
networks to maintain political unity and
economic vitality. In a country as vast
and diverse as India, this relationship
acquires even greater importance. The
Indian Union encompasses mountains,
deserts, forests, islands, coastal regions,
river valleys, megacities, and remote
border settlements. Such diversity
enriches the nation culturally, but it also
presents substantial governance and
developmental challenges.

Connectivity is therefore not merely an
engineering concern; it is a political and
social necessity. Regions that are well
connected tend to experience greater
economic opportunities, stronger
institutional linkages, and enhanced
participation in national life. Conversely,
disconnected regions often face
developmental disadvantages and
feelings of marginalisation.
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The infrastructure strategy of recent vyears
increasingly reflects this understanding. The
objective is not only to build assets but also to
integrate spaces, communities, and economies into
a more cohesive national framework. In this sense,
infrastructure has become one of the most
important instruments of contemporary
nation-building.

Bharatmala: Redefining India's Road Geography

Among the most ambitious infrastructure initiatives
undertaken in recent years is the Bharatmala
Pariyojana. Historically, India's road development
often focused on connecting major cities and
economic centres. While this approach improved
mobility, many regions remained inadequately
linked to emerging growth networks.

Bharatmala seeks to address this challenge through
a  comprehensive approach to highway
development. Instead of viewing roads as isolated
projects, the programme emphasises corridor-based
connectivity, economic integration, border access,
and logistics efficiency. The significance of
Bharatmala lies in its ability to reshape spatial
relationships across the country. Improved
highways reduce travel times, lower transportation
costs, and expand market access for businesses and
farmers. More importantly, they bring previously
peripheral regions into mainstream economic
activity.

Highways connecting remote districts, border
regions, industrial clusters, and ports contribute to
a more integrated national economy. The resulting
connectivity strengthens both economic
opportunities and national cohesion. In many ways,
Bharatmala represents the creation of a modern
transportation spine for a rapidly transforming
India.

Sagarmala and India's Maritime Reawakening

For centuries, India's prosperity was closely linked
to its maritime geography. Yet in the modern era,
maritime infrastructure often remained
underutilised relative to the country's vast coastline
and strategic location. The Sagarmala Programme
seeks to address this gap by promoting port
modernisation, coastal connectivity, logistics

efficiency, and maritime-led development.

The initiative reflects a growing recognition that
India's future economic growth is increasingly
connected to the seas. Ports are not merely
gateways for trade; they are catalysts for industrial
development, logistics networks, employment
generation, and regional growth. By linking ports
with highways, railways, industrial corridors, and
inland transport systems, Sagarmala contributes to
both domestic integration and global connectivity.
The programme also has strategic implications. A
stronger maritime infrastructure enhances India's
role in the Indo-Pacific while strengthening
economic resilience. Thus, Sagarmala represents
not merely a port development strategy but a
broader effort to reconnect India with its maritime
heritage and opportunities.

Vande Bharat and the Transformation of Rail
Connectivity

Railways have long been one of the strongest
symbols of Indian unity. They connect distant
regions, facilitate mobility, and serve as a lifeline
for millions of citizens. In recent years, the
introduction of Vande Bharat trains has come to
symbolise a new phase in India's railway
modernisation. These trains represent not only
technological advancement but also a changing
vision of public transportation.

The significance of Vande Bharat lies in its
contribution to shrinking distances between major
urban centres and regional hubs. Faster travel
improves business connectivity, tourism,
educational opportunities, and social interaction. At
a broader level, railway modernisation contributes
to national integration by strengthening
inter-regional  mobility. Citizens increasingly
experience India as a connected and accessible
space rather than a collection of isolated regions.
The modernisation of railway stations, freight
systems, dedicated freight corridors, and passenger
services further reinforces this transformation.
Together, these developments are redefining the
role of railways in twenty-first-century India.

Air Connectivity and the Democratisation of
Mobility

BJYM Magazine | 91



For many decades, air travel in India remained
concentrated among metropolitan centres and
relatively affluent populations. Large parts of the
country had limited access to aviation
infrastructure. The expansion of airports and
regional connectivity initiatives has significantly
altered this landscape. Smaller cities, remote
regions, and emerging economic centres are
increasingly being integrated into national aviation
networks.

The broader significance of air connectivity lies in
its ability to reduce geographical isolation.
Improved access to aviation facilitates tourism,
business investment, healthcare access,
educational opportunities, and regional
development. Airports also function as symbols of
inclusion. When previously
neglected regions become
connected through modern aviation
infrastructure, they gain visibility
and opportunities  within  the
broader national economy. This
democratisation of mobility
contributes to a more balanced and
integrated development trajectory.

Northeast Connectivity: Integrating
India's Eastern Frontier

Few regions illustrate the
transformative power of

infrastructure more clearly than Northeast India.
The Northeast's rich cultural diversity and strategic
significance have long been accompanied by
challenges related to difficult terrain, limited
connectivity, and historical isolation from major
economic centres.

Over the past decade, substantial investments in
roads, railways, bridges, airports, digital networks,
and border infrastructure have sought to address
these constraints. The construction of major
bridges, the expansion of rail networks, the
development of highways, and the enhancement of
air connectivity have significantly improved
regional accessibility. These investments are
helping integrate the Northeast more closely with
national markets and governance systems.

Infrastructure also
shapes perceptions.
Roads reaching remote
villages, trains
connecting distant
regions, airports serving
smaller cities & digital
services accessible
across the country
reinforce a sense of
belonging & inclusion.

Equally important is the region's growing role as
India's gateway to Southeast Asia under the Act
East Policy. Enhanced connectivity has transformed
the Northeast from a perceived periphery into a
strategic bridge linking India with broader Asian

economic networks. The region's experience
demonstrates how infrastructure can convert
geographical challenges into developmental

opportunities.

Border Infrastructure and Strategic Integration

Historically, infrastructure development in border

regions often proceeded slowly due to difficult

terrain, security concerns, and limited economic

activity. However, contemporary strategic thinking

increasingly recognises that strong border

infrastructure is essential for both national security
and regional development.

Roads, tunnels, bridges,
telecommunications networks, and
logistics facilities in border areas
enhance mobility, strengthen
defence preparedness, and improve
civilian livelihoods. The philosophy
underlying recent initiatives is
significant. Border regions are no
longer viewed merely as defensive
frontiers but as active components
of national development.

Improved infrastructure reduces isolation, supports
local economies, encourages tourism, and
strengthens communities' presence in strategically
important areas. The development of border
infrastructure thus contributes simultaneously to
security, integration, and economic growth.

Logistics and Economic Integration

One of the most important yet less visible aspects
of infrastructure development is logistics. Economic
integration depends not only on transportation
assets but also on the efficiency with which goods
move across regions. High logistics costs can
undermine competitiveness and reinforce regional
disparities.

The emergence of multimodal logistics parks,
dedicated freight corridors, integrated transport
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systems, and digital logistics platforms reflects a
growing emphasis on efficiency and connectivity.
These developments are helping create a more
unified national market. Producers in one region can
increasingly access consumers in another region at
lower cost and with shorter delivery times.

From a nation-building perspective, logistics
integration strengthens economic interdependence
among states and regions. Such interdependence
promotes shared prosperity and reinforces the
bonds of national unity. Infrastructure therefore
serves not only as a physical connector but also as
an economic integrator.

Digital Infrastructure:
Integration

In the twenty-first century, national integration
depends as much on digital connectivity as on
physical infrastructure. Broadband networks,
mobile connectivity, digital public infrastructure,
and online service platforms have transformed the
way citizens interact with markets, institutions, and
one another.

The New Highway of

Digital infrastructure reduces the significance of
geographical distance. A student in a remote village
can access educational resources. A farmer can
obtain market information. An entrepreneur can
participate in e-commerce. Citizens can access
public services without travelling long distances.

The expansion of digital connectivity has therefore
created a new layer of national integration.
Importantly, digital infrastructure complements
physical infrastructure rather than replacing it.
Together, they «create a multidimensional
connectivity ecosystem capable of supporting
inclusive development. In many respects, digital
networks represent the highways of the future.

Infrastructure as a Tool of Nation-Building

The cumulative impact of these initiatives extends
beyond economic indicators and engineering
achievements. Infrastructure contributes to
nation-building in multiple ways. It reduces regional
disparities, strengthens market integration,
enhances social mobility, improves access to public
services, promotes cultural interaction, and

reinforces strategic security.

A well-connected nation is more resilient, more
competitive, and more cohesive. Citizens are better
able to participate in national life when physical
and digital barriers are minimized. Infrastructure
also shapes perceptions. Roads reaching remote
villages, trains connecting distant regions, airports
serving smaller cities, and digital services
accessible across the country reinforce a sense of
belonging and inclusion. The result is the gradual
emergence of a more integrated national space.

Towards the New Geography of India

The most enduring legacy of recent infrastructure
development may lie in the creation of what can be
called a new geography of India. Traditional
distinctions between core and periphery are
increasingly being challenged. Border regions are
becoming growth frontiers. The Northeast is
emerging as a strategic gateway. Coastal regions
are gaining renewed importance through maritime
development. Smaller cities are becoming economic
hubs. Rural areas are integrating more closely with
urban markets.

Infrastructure is the catalyst behind this
transformation. By connecting people, places, and
opportunities, it is helping create a more balanced
and interconnected developmental landscape. The
resulting geography is not merely physical; it is
economic, social, strategic, and psychological.
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Since the adoption of the
Republic’s Constitution in 1950,
India has been a vibrant theatre of
democratic exercises, witnessing a
cyclical succession of electoral
mandates and shifting political
regimes. Yet, for over six decades,
the foundational template of
Indian governance remained
fundamentally defensive,
perpetually trapped in a model of
managing systemic scarcity.
National planning was habitually
occupied with the anxieties of
deficits, balancing chronic
shortfalls in everything from food
production to foreign exchange
reserves. The post-2014 era marks
a significant departure from this
historical inertia. Under Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, this
new Bharat has consciously
shifted its structural engine from
the administration of shortage to
the engineering of systemic
abundance. By aggressively scaling
up domestic production
capabilities, expanding energy
grids, and implementing decisive
policy reforms, India has rewritten
its economic destiny, replacing a
legacy of vulnerability with an
unshakeable surplus economy.




This structural redirection is vividly illustrated in
the global macroeconomic hierarchy. A little over a
decade ago, international financial consortia
routinely categorised India among the volatile
Fragile Five, which meant a nation vulnerable to
currency fluctuations, sluggish growth, and chronic
policy paralysis. Today, that structural frailty has
been replaced by greater flexibility, positioning
India firmly as the world’s fifth-largest economy,
with a gross domestic product of 345 lakh crore
rupees. The abyssal nature of this divergence was
thrown into sharp relief during the recent G7
summit. While advanced Western economies are
bogged down by stubborn stagflationary pressures,
with collective G7 growth projected by the
International Monetary Fund at a modest 1.5 per
cent, India’s National Statistical Office recorded an
exceptional real GDP expansion of
7.7 per cent for the latest fiscal cycle.
India’s growth trajectory not only
outpaces the advanced industrial
economies but also
comprehensively outstrips them,
cementing Bharat’s position as the
primary locomotive of contemporary
global growth.

At the core of this twelve-year
journey is the emotional, structural,
and digital unification of India. For
decades, regional disparity and administrative
fragmentation weakened the national fabric. The
Modi  government introduced revolutionary,
pan-India schemes that dissolved these internal
barriers, directly strengthening India’s territorial
and social integrity. One Nation, One Tax under the
Goods and Services Tax framework was
implemented to dismantle internal trade barriers,
turning India into a single, unified domestic market
and replacing a chaotic web of colonial-era state
taxes. Alongside this, the One Nation, One Ration
Card scheme became a monumental step for
national integration, ensuring that India’s migrant
workforce can access food security anywhere in the
country, in ways that reflect the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat. This political and social
unification reached its peak with the historic
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, which fully

In economic
empowerment, the
registered startup

ecosystem has exploded
past 140,000, supported
by the PM MUDRA
Yojana, which has
sanctioned 47 crore
collateral-free loans,
70 % of which went to
women entrepreneurs.

integrated Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh into India's
constitutional framework, ending decades of
isolation and extending all central welfare schemes
to the region’s citizens. Simultaneously, the Vibrant
Villages Programme turned things around on the
frontiers. By transforming remote border villages
from the last villages of India into the first villages
of India, this initiative has fortified national security

while deepening their integration into the
mainstream economy.
This material discontinuity is fundamentally

supporting an internal psychological liberation.
India has aggressively emancipated its public
discourse from a lingering colonial hangover,
initiating a systemic campaign to decolonise the
Indian mind and institutional frameworks. Instead
of operating as a passive consumer
of borrowed Western socio-political
theories, Bharat has emerged as an
active thought leader, role shaper,
and global agenda-setter. This
systemic authority is fuelled by the
explicit Vishwas, or trust, of 1.45
billion people. In a global landscape
defined by volatile anti-incumbency
and fragmented mandates, the
Indian electorate has repeatedly
reposed its civilisational faith in the
current leadership. This unique,
uninterrupted democratic mandate has established
Prime Minister Modi as the leader with the most
continuous days in office among contemporary
global democratic heads of state, endowing the
nation with a resilient institutional predictability
and long-term strategic direction.

At the core of this long-term governance is the
philosophy of Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi, which
translates to development hand in hand with
heritage. Far from being a mere rhetorical device,
this synthesis acts as an active policy praxis. It

dictates that modern administrative rules,
technological innovations, and economic
infrastructure must derive their operational

framework directly from India’s civilisational ethos,
historical heroes, and indigenous values.
Development is no longer measured by Western
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benchmarks of material consumption; it s
established in the cultural ethos of the land.
Consequently, this model turns the dominant
Western axiom of the survival of the fittest, a
capitalistic view that often leaves the vulnerable
behind, completely on its head. Guided by the
philosophy of Antyodaya, the Indian state positions
the deliberate upliftment and structural survival of
the weakest citizen as its central moral and
operational objective.

Over the past twelve years, this ethos has

manifested in the targeted execution of
Yogakshema, the classical concept of public
welfare, rooted in righteousness and state

responsibility. According to official data from NITI
Aayog and international monitoring bodies, this
precise, saturation-based approach has successfully
reduced the multidimensional poverty rate from
29.17 per cent to 11.28 per cent, freeing over 24.8
crore individuals from multidimensional
deprivation. By utilising the transparent digital
architecture of the Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile
trinity to execute direct benefit transfers, the state
has systematically engineered institutional
leakages out of public distribution, saving over 3.48
lakh crore by filtering out ghost accounts. The
delivery of welfare is no longer dependent on the
whims of middlemen or political patronage; it has
become an automated, dignity-driven entitlement.
This is the hallmark of a highly functional,
self-aware democratic state. By transforming basic
human needs into verifiable civic rights, India has
created a mature political culture in which every
ordinary citizen is no longer a passive recipient of
state charity but an active, sovereign stakeholder in
the nation’s journey.

This citizen-stakeholder matrix spans all key
spheres of national life. In physical infrastructure,
the National Highway network has expanded by
over 60 per cent to cross 146,000 kilometres, while
the indigenous Vande Bharat Express trains and the
doubling of operational airports to over 150 via the
UDAN scheme have democratised connectivity. In
Digital India, the nation leads globally by
processing over 46 per cent of real-time digital
transactions, with the Unified Payments Interface

processing 14 to 16 billion transactions monthly. In
national security and defence indigenisation, India
has shifted from being a leading importer to
achieving a record defence export of 23,622 crore
rupees, alongside a 100 per cent reduction in the
geographical footprint of Left-Wing Extremism
under a zero-tolerance policy. In economic
empowerment, the registered startup ecosystem
has exploded past 140,000, supported by the PM
MUDRA Yojana, which has sanctioned 47 crore
collateral-free loans, 70 per cent of which went to
women entrepreneurs. Social welfare has been
redefined by the Ayushman Bharat scheme, which
provides cashless health insurance to 55 crore
people, and the Jal Jeevan Mission, which expands
rural tap-water connectivity beyond 75 per cent.
Culturally, the restoration of the grand Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Mandir, the Kashi Vishwanath Dham,
and the repatriation of over 400 stolen historical
artefacts have fostered a great sense of
civilisational pride. Globally, through an inclusive
G20 Presidency that integrated the African Union,
and leading groups like the International Solar
Alliance, Bharat now commands international
diplomacy as the true voice of the Global South.

Twelve years of the Modi government don’t
represent a political tenure; it is a saga of
civilisational reset. It has unified the country
administratively, emotionally, and digitally,
successfully restoring trust and accelerating
development across all sectors. As the youth of the
nation, the responsibility falls upon us to carry this
momentum forward into Amrit Kaal, ensuring that
this hard-earned civilisational reset and structural
transformation paves the way for a fully developed,
prosperous, and proud Viksit Bharat by 2047.
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Ty 2014 ¥ 519 &Y Tg A& &b A A g § 7S TBR 1,
a9 YRd 3P gAIfGAl F ST 38T &1l YRR, Ffdrd
g e WR AT sMTa SRt FERITY 230 b FH off|
AT ¥ URadd @7 faeary ST 3R "gadT T1e, T
faepT" & HF &b W1 ARAT g I AT 3ATST IRE I8f &
qre; "faoamy, faer 31N SHeeaTT BT T Ufdgrde e

g9 bl B

TUTHAT R A1 & Aqcd § did IR I8 § ¥RA 7 Bad
anfefes a1 ot Iuafear & ured el Bl 8, 9fces v
Y TATGART, FpTdds T 31R dfedas Agcd Hbr 3R HY
PCH 1Y &1 I8 Plaids qiedd H "= gfear” & fAAfor &
i 3T Bl

nfefes ufiada : faga & uled) Jed g} srefegasern

2014 ® URd faeq BT eqdl I gt referawar ol 37sT
R T 4 fefeiam STeR b1 31efararem & aref faeq &1
UTerdt TRy It refraReT 9 g @ 3R e ufasy #
PR T IR Uga Bl 3R 3MRR B AR ol B

T BeTor 31K HHISIS YREM : 31 I I db
AT IS 7 2 & be § TR, dfedd AR 3ifdw dferd
& fer Bl I@T| "3died” Dl HIGURUT Bl FdeR H
3ARA §Y 31 SHBTITITBR ANSHIE TRRT B TE|

TTHAT S U AT

55 918 I 3iftd 96 @rd el MY, fS5H Afgansi ér
YR 3@ T 59Y I8l YRR Ugelt aR
3oITR i e 4 S|

TN 3ol QST
10 RIS I ATt AT Bl f[7:3[eeh 1 P IucTeds

FRIY TY| SO YT A & arelt SRt & ot ams 3iR
AT & Sita Y oTaeT § GuR g3

T 3Ty QST

ITHoT 3R 2t &1 B AR 4 I8 J 31fdd g =R
A1V Y| TR URART BT GHTASTS ST ST &7 3TaR
foe

YA HRA AISHT

(IMF) & 38R YRd faeq & Fed dsil ¥ ged! Jqd
referaeaT3il § oMfAe €1 2014 # Wid Qfdxd 3 @I
86,000 ¥ 2ft, ST 2025 AP TEHR T 2.4 TSI
b AU Ugd gt 81 SHeaet (GST), faretr wa ever
s1efHar dfedr (IBC), Y& @M 37avol (DBT), 3cred
ITUTRA WedTeT (PLI) arsEr 3R fefSied ymam St
HREATHD FURT 7 YR 37efaRT Bf 98 Tfd Ta BI
21 31TST HRA H 1.8 @RI 31feieh W3 Usiiepd 8, forasy
YRA fi2d BT TRIRT T g7 WIETT ShIARH 97 1T &
IfApI dufTar B TEAT 100 A 1fdd yga gt 2

fefSiea &fsan : aoies & Araw § F2Ad MRS
2015 ¥ 37R® 31 "fefSiee sfear sihiam smet wRd &t
98 g1 ghcAdT &I PBar-al § F Uh 8l s 3R
HIGTSA ddid & AIH I T Bl IR, Tat 3R
G ST TTI 3TST HRA | 95 dIs I 37fad §eve
YTl 21 gHAprgs UHe gy (UPI) 7 fefoiea
Yrda H spifd o &t 81 a9 2024-25 H UfdHTE 18 3”9
37fdies UPI o-87 & foby g, St faed # Hery 31feiep &1
S YF, 3MUR 3R Aegd (JAM) Herfed & mreaq 3
WBR 7 Tcgel @M HaR0T & SIRY AT 44 TG BRI
FYA  31feres P Irfer amTferaY & wral B I Wl g9y
feaifaal 3R U=™IR W g9TE! 1 o

PIfds HETIRY P R fdblad "BI-fdq" wewr J faeg &
e g8 SABTHIOT NI BT I%Bd FR-TI 220 RIS I
s ddT ST <R URA 7 fefoiea amar 3R weA
BIAeT BT 3gd IATER0T T T
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AT b Fad TSI TR ST IS o 3icdTid 55 dRIg A
{8 ARG Y UTeT AT S b BT ATfSh TaTe ST
YR BT TAT| 376 dcb beIgl Al Y f7:Qceh ITaR
H @M A g1 21

TR TR BeToT 37 AISHT

Pifde 1A H 80 IS ¥ 3fad @AMl Bl [:gwp TM
IUCTeH BRIBY HRA T A HAGAT3I T 3JIH IeTe0T
Tqd fsa|

HigelT Frfarieseor : TR 2Afert A fFepfid WRa

TS A1er 3 Afgarsi & fGbry &1 bg = "9t
AT, St Yer3N" 1M 7 FHTST § bRTcHE IRAdT BT
ardrerer fAfia fesar wfger -weradr aygl o1 3fefes
HETIAT, Hel TSI b HIEH I F0T, HTGcd oI, A= Jarsii
o A3l BT Fedt HIMeRT 3R T9e dofT faumaymi §
Afgensn & fay 33 ufderd 31RamT &1 VderEe iy,
HigaT Gerferieor BI faem  Agequf wen €1 3T gH
A AT A AR AQ@Ufd Gl I des, UTHOT
AZAT3N B AR 917 F T fFRaR SR B

g} et : fa 3R wfd &1 73 vRa

fUse aRE guf § URd # 3n{dyd AU fabrg g3m 8
ITSEIT ISTHT hl TS ATHT 91 BoTR fhalHie H deav
1.5 @1 feliHiex & 31fde & gl &1 I R Vs
SRIY 3y AT ¥ R Yo1d T 7S Ugd & &1 1400
3 37fee YAd TR BT ATYABIe0T fbaT ST 38T &1 gars
37EY Y TWAT 74 [ TgBR T 160 b U5 bl €1 38T




IISHT & HIEH I BICS QRN &I W gaTs Jar3il I SireT mar
g13ed g, oA fow, feei-qas Tamowd, gafad
TaId 3R wgfe et SRt aReieTy smyfie wrd
I U 91 bl 2

e R wRa 3R fafamior &=

PIfds HETHRT & 91 "R YRA" 3™ 3 ¥Rd &Y
3cTEA 3R TR &7 747 &g M hI f&em ¥ URka fam
HaTed FHT0T & &5 § HRA ¥ 3eeia1g WIfd Br 81 STer
2014 ¥ 31faasier AaTgd 3MATd fby SITd &1, g8l 3117 YRd
faog T gERT Fad &1 Hidred (AAfdT 22 &9 e 21

&1 3dTe B 3TAfRar 9t 81 2014 ¥ 3&1 fFafa @ma
700 BRIS BUY AT, ST g8 24,000 TR FUI I 31feiah &Y
gl RNe 3 e AR divasnd deEmn A
SoldRI e, YHtdbsarey, I&IT, BT 31k 37 &= § fAa9r
BT MBI faT 21

AT YR : 32 SBIRIfR &1 uRed

AT GRaT F & H A WBR ¥ T 3R fForfaes Hifd
HUATS| 2016 T Ficibel FTgeb 3R 2019 Bl dTcATble
TR TS A Ug ool & o WRd 3191 Hp{ar <l 3af &
fav "em 3R ufdag 81 SP-BeHR & 31982 370 &
BT STHT T MR & gidgd &b Jad Hecaqof fofar #
A TH HAT SIAT €1 g9b 916 dgl fdew, fAaer 3R
drepdifes ufshar &1 9§ Tfd fAeitl AT &3 & Tl
I 3R gt o1 AT asft 3 gan €, S IRes emar
7 gfg g8 21

Hieplde GAATROT ; foRa & faer a6

HISH TRPR & IRE a8l § YRA Dl AP (dep AT bl HY
T FRIE AT 81 3rarear # SPRm SR 61’ @1 fAmfor
PISI MRATIT T 3TRAT BT Ydftep §T1 Bt faegrer umH
BINSR, WPl @b 3N BaRAT YAMATT SR
RIS 7 Aiplds fRIEd ®I 3MYfAd wRed gaH
fasam|

HYerd I GRT 21 S B (AR AT feaw aifera fasam
ST YRA BT ARl ARy BT dfedes wiigpfd T gHToT
71 7€ fiam Afd 2020 7 WRAT I WRT 3R 3myfie
feler & FH=rr &1 AT HeRd fasar g1

faea #ar WX YR &1 dgar T

37TST MIRA hael Qb faapraeite of T8, afces dfedes fofar
H AEcquf fHesT T aTett 2ffdrd & U H 3T 21511-20
DY LIl P AR YRA A "aGd BgRIBH" P HF DI
fdeq & AT U foaT| 375hIehT T Y ST1-20 bl TR
HeAdT fGAHT ¥R & fedep e T 3Te0T 8
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TeaH-3 Pl UderFes Fherdr 3 YRd BT dgHT & afeon
Ya W UgT aTelT fded BT TeaT o ST 3E-Te 1
oM 3 3faRer fas & & ¥ YRa &I 78 uga wfud
BT 3TST MRA dfedes afefur &bl 37TdTsT & U | 3R Y&l 2
faeg & 3M® M & F1Y 0T, 3feed 3R TRFBlAH
Het Aot U &

gfaror 3R eRa faera
ARSI TR TS B IATIAT F W gRd gregiom
A2 a, YR 7 STetarg uRadd & Ufd srat e &1
ufta & & 1TR-Sitaren Sotf &mmar 230 Mhmare 3 ifie
UEd gl €1 WA farea & 31era FHotf & & F smroft o §
ofiAe 81 fReM @18% (Lifestyle for Environment) &
HTeIH A Fdd [dBRT Bl ST 3aIad BT WReY & BT TR
fasar T R

faefa WRA 2047 : 30Tl TROT P HHed

JUFHAT NG At & Agd H WRA 31d Bdd IdqM bl
YAl dd HIAd &l &, dfc a9 2047 dF "faeiad
VRA" b o183 bl f&er H 31T 51 TeT B 1 aT 2AfeRd, debrlep!
TATIR, MTAHRAT, THTSIS THTIRA 3R Fipide TR
&P 3TUR R IR U fdbid, THg 3R ST aniT I
g9 Y 3R 3R B

IRE auf HI Ig BT hdd IWBR HI IUAfd] Bl
G-I T &; Tg 140 IS IR & ATfed Hhed,
faoarH 37X 3MTPBIEM3il 6T FEMH! 81 I8 IE PIAES & o a
URd &I fRIeM & 3mem & 3R, 3nfed AFfddr 9
TATHRAT BT 3R 37 FAT THTaAT3T § dfedss Aga or
3R 3RR AT &1 T RE A & A | did IRE
auf 7 ag &g fosar 2 o S1a taa a1 o, 7ifd T 8 31k
BT &1 97 STaT 8

"12 o fdoary 3, 12 o fder &, 12 a9 SHBToT B-ggr
? Y YRA B URadTBRT AT, ST 3gddhtd § fJhfad
HRd & W Bl JIhR B B feom ® fFRdr 3m 9 &t 2




TRy, JHI4
3R g
AfEeT BoTuT &b

IRE a9

farsraar arvgg
STHYR vd gFABTRAT fawar
P dro=et 2mureff

fopeit TSz BT TIf Y AT b 31 a¥ich &1 9ebd &1 3Tt
3 fap & H <Ed &, JISHIPBR TURYd AT |, STafds
Ffd-fFafar fafi= amTfsie gaabie! #1 @fdT v fored 3ik
oMmyesdf & BU N Ye¥ gHeN @dT ¥eT @ fob fasaft ¥t wmret bt
T Tfd Pl THEH & felq 3eh! Afgesil o feifd )
gfee STerT 31fT 3Maeads &1 AfEATS ot wwe &2 3 W
FeHl i o | fosat Harm 82 3R @ HuTSf 3 TRATYe
STta ST & feg 3Maead 3/aER Y& oY YeT 82 3 7o fodt
Wt faepre ama & Tad faeawiy Hdbaew &l

fUed gRE auf § WRd ¥ Afecl FRF BT ey S IRadT
TEI ET ST HebdT| T8 IRad A, SHBATIBRT BrRishHI,
21 39 3afd # Ty &1 fanef sraaral 3R fRifdsear giawmsi
BT HHT3T I Aebeteny TaesdT, qyvT, JRigid AT, Wes S,
fefSiee Smeesd 3iR ATHIfSI eagR uRedd de fawqd gam
2l

g URA 3/ EE el 3ATI 3P U Teb ol UfehaT Yal gl
ST g 2014 W W8 YRA AT TRA §31T, a9 Aot =
BT &g A JWBIS AT BTRT YGHH a1 AT| TTHOT YR bl A1)
Afgsit & fog <Mamer &1 fFafor 7fer, JRer ik e ¥
et fawr 2| guif dep Afger wed R feed 3iR geTd gy d
1T & fob Toesdr Bl 3RR Bl THITAT BT W 7T faar
SITAT &, STdfch ITd H g HIdoT(cb TR BT Hel TR B

T gRaR e gderor (NFHS-5) & 311ds ddTd § o
TS dT GfauT3il B 3udeddr H 3eaiea1d kR g3 81 eifcs
37Tehe HEMT BT Phad U T 9dTd &1 aRdfde YRad dad
fR@rg a1 & 59 A’ W WReg 3R Wesd @Y 370
PR F U | J&T @t §1 8 a8 fig & el SER
HTEHT & el Hedqu! 8l STt & |




GOR {31 &1 v AT Rigia wedr @ b Hifsar daet
YIAT PT AT el &, g8 AHIoIb AfAddra &1
THIfAd &Rl &1 U8 Udh go o R, Wasdl 3R
HigeTl Bea1oT § g fawal &l 59 TR I famef
BT fawar g 59 99l R Ht 'R & HiaR et 3fmarst
A g1d gt o, I 39 gaERY, I 3R f$fSed 1 w)
TS & o

ATE® UH Ia<BdT §HBT U Ieti@-1g 3aTe30T 8| al &2l
Ugol EIURT & FHER Y31 § g9 a9 W gafed ==t
Ao ®feT a1 3reT fAfd 9eat 38t &1 faenear § Fare
el §1 TR PIihd! A &R W SReebdl I
el el 21 f3fSieat #af R SHaR 3uaed g1 i i a8
T AT STeeaTot! 21T o Toem gt ke TATed &) g ¢

IAA® 3R fafi=1 rderfe wred st 4 Hobd fAear
£ fb 3mer WY a9t Gwar ¥ fhenRaT dsnfie STHBRY,
TUTIITYUT TesdT 3cdTal 31K T GIHT3il deb FH B4
Y 78 uga Ul gEfay & gam $ Iuderdr iR
ZIERIT URAd & &g & 3R BT GHSET Bl ot
fawa & =i ¢ &1 ST 3R 39 favg & It amifsie
STET3AY BT THTCT € STHT, Q1 37eTTT-37eTT Ufshand &

HigaT TR & e ¥ fUse are auf & 7 3R Agayof
YT F<B Holl Bl diex G@TE <t 31 &id 7T db
TeoT HfgeTsl & fAT WISH SHT TRe fSHeRT &7 e
HIAT ST Y81, e 380 et WY gAlfaal W 31aferd
T T AT T | URIRe el F e arar Y3it oaw
2l

Iood AT AISHT ST Tgell 7 39 THRT BT Tifd-fH7o7 & P
H oM &1 9Ty T | eifes faset Y o 1 qeriepd dodet
AnTferaT Bt Tweat I Al fasar STHT ATfey | e eMerdsaf T
T 2TST 3T BIdT &1 oRIT TWes SU BT fRafid 39anT &
8T &2 T 31Tfefeh BT q PHIR URAR 3 fRaR a8 B uT
T 2 T HigAsl & WReT W 3P AEpIeidd T
g & ® & =7 weAl & 3w ufdsy & oy 3R
Ffd-faeeyor & fay TAH U I Agcayof €1

HIg WReF & &F H Wt 3eora1a uRad &sf g 9 €
FUR & el T Tt Reve 3 foré &3 €1 o et
1t g PpacT Al Bl Gt IR A & SO T8
gRomdl & dffg "y gaenm dhur 98 gar amHTeie
uRkfeafear, forem, wRamRe Twed 3k oo w@e
LT Wt THM BY I THTG STeTd &
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TET TR 3719 3R 3MHATSt BRiBdN &l anmed faoy
e IWdT &1 fahrRy TR & 3regad | 37RR &gl SIrdl @
o5 ragR uRadd Pbaer G I 781, gfes faearg I 3mar
21 TTa BT 312 Briedf B IR 3T fGeaRT BT BNd &
STt & O IS A fIFuA 3 3rher e AT
HpdT| TR STMReehd] @) aRdfdes BelHl bad Hifeam
Tfea o 7Y, afees 37 Y o foiel) St @ fel a1g ey
Brfatl fafid wu J ggadt 21

e a2 o fefoied deie 7 g9 fdsar &1 78 fem &
21 AIEA B 31R §e3A¢ & ded YA 4 TR FadT
STHGRT Bl 3Afde i gr>aT 81 TR, 99,
SpIeRoT 3R iy e F ST STHeRT 3719 Ygel &l
AT H el e T F IucTed &1 AfdhT gHb 1
fareaaiadr &l e T8 A Wt A 317 81 FEAT B
3TfeIeRAT gHRI FATH hI TR &l eldt| Ps IR YH 3R da
Ueh 1 YHTRA Bd 81 SAc fefSied wred & Hidsy &1
dqBIPT IRl &b HIY-HT YT HI&RAT & ued I Hl
SITSHR @A BT

Ife fUeel IRE auf DI ATAT BT FHY He-ieh fbaT SITQ
g PEl ST Fhdl @ fdb AfedT R Bl fddbr T & s
fawef o1 fERIT 991 &1 U dfsa g fe@ré <t 2
SR fIwT 379 31T-37AT WHT § 78T < S| 37 fadbT,
TRAT 3R IS =TT & U g § GHSM bl bIfrr
gs el

o 1t & gAMATT §9R AT €1 NFHS-5 & 1S 9ard &
5 oA 3ot Wt crue TR §1 FUIveT, AERE
W, IO IHAATY 3R e Jarst H
T # IS W T I dRe FHI T8 gY 8l safeiy
Al Bl R BT P FA-HRY AY FHIfdal W
THRAT I R &A1 |t 31maedes 21

37qd: AfgelT TR BT U9F Pddl fafdhadr BT 4T gl gl
I AR BT UL | Tg THTH BT Ued 8| IE famra &1 39
TR BT 27 ¢ fSIOH TSI & Ja9 BHSIR aif Bl Hf
TTfd BT TEUTT /AT SITdT &1 fUBel aRE auf &l AT Br
S g & <& W W gl & fd wWrey, FER 3R
ST b S Ve T Hatl faepld g311 &1 39 Het &l
HSTA! &1 37 dTel asf § WRd & fdebrg am=r & 31foew
AT 3R AT WReY e a |
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